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On 2 November, a small band 
of hardy volunteers organised 
by Whangamata Harbour Care 
tackled the issue of rubbish 
accumulating around our 
harbour and estuary edges. 

They worked from the wharf 
around to the marina and 
then along the edges of the 
Hetherington fi tness trail, as 
well as the northern edge of the 
Otahu estuary, plus the peninsula 
harbour edge (completed by EPL 
by boat – thank you, Bruce!).

Rubbish large and small was 
collected. Assorted footwear, 
tra�  c cones, a kayak seat, a life 
jacket, car parts, a large plastic 

drum and polystyrene packaging 
along with pieces of plastic, glass 
and cans were among the fi nds. 
Some of this may have been 
accidental losses from boats or 
shore, although not the 16 golf 
balls contributed by a thoughtless 
golfer.

A big thank you to the volunteers 
who contributed their time and 
e� ort, particularly the children 
involved. The Council also 
deserves mention for helpfully 
disposing of the rubbish 
collected.

– Chair Ken Allen, 
Whangamata Harbour Care

Whangamata Harbour & 
Estuary Spring Clean Scott Simpson

MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

The Government has agreed to 
a comprehensive action plan 
to combat the harm caused by 
methamphetamine.

This is part of our response to 
address the increasing use of meth 
in New Zealand, with wastewater 
testing from 2023 to 2024 indicating 
that meth consumption doubled 
during that period. That’s a lot of 
lives destroyed by this drug, and in 
dollar terms, the social harm from 
meth use was estimated to be $1.5 
billion in 2024.

Over the next four years there will 
be a nationwide media campaign 
to raise public awareness about 
meth-related harm, which will be 
funded out of the proceeds of 
crime fund. $30 million will also 
be allocated over this time period 
to increase the services available 
in communities most a� ected by 
methamphetamine.

There will also be a crackdown on 
the supply of methamphetamine, 
with Customs, the Defence Force 

and GCSB being directed to 
undertake maritime operations to 
disrupt organised crime networks 
operating across the Pacifi c Ocean. 
Police will also have increased 
enforcement abilities, and they will 
be enabled to reclaim ill-gotten 
gains from organised crime groups 
as e� ectively as possible.

An additional $23.1 million of 
funding will also be used to increase 
collaboration with international 
partners, establish an additional 
money laundering team, and to fund 
the Resilience to Organised Crime in 
Communities work programme until 
December 2026.

There isn’t a community across 
the country that isn’t impacted 
by the scourge of meth and it is 
encouraging to see some practical 
steps being taking reduce the 
harm it causes on the lives of New 
Zealanders.

– Authorised by Scott Simpson MP, 
614 Pollen St, Thames

Combating 
methamphetamine harm

Respect and 
representation at our 
Community Board
On Tuesday morning at 10am, 
the inaugural Whangamatā 
Community Board meeting was 
held at the local TCDC o�  ces. 
Like many residents, I tuned in 
online to watch this important fi rst 
gathering.

Within the fi rst few minutes, I was 
shocked to see two Whangamata 
Community councillors — then 
appointed as Chair and Deputy — 
leave the room in protest during 
the opening karakia. I found this 
action deeply disappointing 
and, frankly, disrespectful to our 
community.

These individuals have taken 
an oath to serve and represent 
all members of our diverse 
community — not only an English-
speaking portion. The karakia is a 
moment of refl ection and respect, 
often used to set the tone for 
constructive discussion and unity. 
The karakia is not a religious act 

forced on anyone, but rather a 
gesture of respect and unity, a way 
to bring focus and calm before 
starting the business of the day. 
It can even be o� ered in English 
so that everyone understands 
its intent. .These councillors 
have taken an oath to represent 
everyone in Whangamatā — not 
just a certain group.

We all have personal beliefs, but 
when one accepts public o�  ce, 
it comes with a responsibility to 
uphold inclusivity, openness, and 
collaboration. Cultural respect is a 
fundamental part of that.

It also raises an important 
question: what will happen when 
these same representatives attend 
TCDC Council meetings in Thames 
and other district meetings, where 
karakia is standard protocol? Will 
they continue to leave the room 
each time?

Our community deserves leaders 
who embrace all aspects of the 
role — including respect for 
the cultural values that shape 
Aotearoa New Zealand.

Heather Watt
WHANGAMATĀ

We welcome your letters!  Email to: whangamatanews@gmail.com
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Thames-Coromandel District Mayor 
Peter Revell has announced the 
formation of a Mayoral Efficiency 
Taskforce (MET) to urgently 
identify savings and keep planned 
rate increases affordable for 
residents and ratepayers. 

A small working group will review 
Council budgets closely, aiming 
to deliver a significantly reduced 
rate increase for next year at a 
level which is just half the Long 
Term Plan's expected increase for 
2026/27. 

"We were elected on a promise to 
keep planned rate increases low," 
said Mayor Revell."Households 
are already under pressure, and 
we know every dollar counts. I 
cannot overstate the challenge we 
have in achieving this reduction, 
hence the need for urgent and 
focused attention. This taskforce 
will move quickly to deliver lower 
planned rate increases without 
unnecessarily compromising core 
services like water, roads, and waste 
management." 

The Mayoral Efficiency Taskforce 
consists of Mayor Revell, Councillor 
Flemming Rasmussen, and Deputy 
Mayor John Grant, along with senior 
staff, including the Chief Executive. 

"This Council has 36 months to 
achieve its objectives, and with one 
month already gone, time is of the 
essence," said Deputy Mayor John 
Grant."These cost reductions will 

not be easy and will impact council 
activities. MET is reviewing all 
operational and capital programmes 
to deliver low increases for the 
2026/27 Annual Plan and beyond." 

MET will present initial 
recommendations by February 
2026, with regular progress 
updates to the public. Ratepayers 
will, through community boards, 
be invited to provide input on 

identifying potential efficiencies 
and comment on proposed savings, 
other revenue opportunities, 
and trade-offs. MET reviews all 
feedback and makes cost-saving 
recommendations to the full Council, 
which decides. This transparent 
process ensures that the public is 
fully informed and involved in the 
process. 

In addition to two existing 

committees, the Risk & Assurance 
Committee and the Chief Executive 
Committee, Mayor Revell has 
added Infrastructure & Finance, 
and Regulatory & Planning as two 
new committees. Committee chairs 
and membership will be confirmed 
at the Council meeting on 25 
November.

– tcdc.govt.nz

Mayor Revell announces taskforce to find savings

Mayor Peter Revell, centre, and Councillors John Grant, left, and Flemming Rasmussen, right.

Saturday 21st February 2026
12-4pm

Back by popular request, don’t miss out this year, this is 
your excuse to take a pause from your busy lives, invite 
your friends, with an opportunity to make new friends.

Location – well that is a well kept secret, until the day.

Numbers are strictly limited, $45 per person.
BYO picnic lunch and beverages.

Tables, chairs and umbrellas and live 
music are all provided.
Profits are supporting 

Whangamata Harbour Care.

So simply gather your friends, put the date in 
your diary and scan the QR code to register.

Lunch en Blanc
WHANGAMATA

Carols in the Park 
wants singers

of all age groups to sing Christmas  
carols at Williamson Park on Christmas Eve 

and Onemana on 23rd December 

First practice at Baptist Church  
4pm, Sunday 23rd November  

followed by practices on 30th November  
and 14th December from 4pm to 6pm.

Also wanted:  
Fairies and elves for the Santa Parade  

float and to help Santa distribute lollies  
at Williamson Park on 24th December.

Contact Sandie Moss  
027 472 7772
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Katikati Sco�ish Country Dance Club

Cèilidh
Sunday 30th November

3pm - 6pm
Katikati Memorial Hall

(Kaylee)

Adults $10
16 Years & under Free

Tickets at the door
Bring a small plate to share

Fun afternoon of dancing
Flat shoes recommended

Cèilidh
ST ANDREWS DAY

Waihī Police continue to respond 
to reports of antisocial road 
behaviour on Adams Street, 
where some drivers seem to 
think the speed limit is just a 
suggestion. This ongoing nuisance 
is a� ecting residents' peace 
and safety. Police are urging the 
public to call 111 at the time of the 
o� ending, rather than reporting it 
later, to ensure a timely response 
and the best chance of catching 
those responsible.

Police are also warning the 
community about scam text 
messages claiming recipients 
have unpaid fi nes. These 
messages often include suspicious 
links or threats of enforcement 
action. If you receive one, do 
not click on any links or provide 
personal information. If in doubt, 
visit the Waihī Police Station to 
confi rm whether the message is 
legitimate.

In recent good news, Police have 

charged a male in relation to a 
burglary, and several stolen items 
have been recovered and returned 
to their rightful owner. This serves 
as a reminder that reporting 
suspicious activity can make a 
real di� erence.

Additionally, Police are seeing 
an increase in reports of vacant 
homes—particularly those for 
sale—being entered unlawfully. 
Residents are encouraged to 
keep an eye on neighbouring 
properties, especially if they know 
a home is empty. A quick call to 
Police about suspicious behaviour 
could prevent a crime or help 
catch o� enders in the act.

Waihī Police thank the community 
for their continued vigilance and 
remind everyone: if something 
doesn’t look right, it probably 
isn’t—call it in.

– Rachel Gillingham, Community 
Constable, Waihī/Waikato East

Waihi Police Report A lady of poise & longevity

Our beloved lady Hilda Simmonds 
has turned 108. She is now the 
fourth oldest person in New 
Zealand, with the recent loss of a 
gentleman at 112 years. 

Her close and extended family 
came from around the country 
last weekend from Invercargill, 
Nelson,Waipu Cove and Auckland 
to the o�  cial cake cutting at Moana 
House to celebrate another huge 
milestone for Hilda. 

She was born in Morrinsville on 
November 15, 1917. A special day 
indeed. Her parents moved to 
Whangamatā in 1948, buying a small 
home, initially, on Ocean Road for 
just 45 pounds! Hilda had the best 
of care living with her son, John, 
and daughter-in-law, Marie, in Ocean 
Road for 8 years, but the past 2 years 
in Moana House. She is as bright as 

a button, and never fails to amaze 
me how her recall is sharp and her 
brain crisp. John tells us that Hilda's 
Mum lived to 102 years and her 
grandmother 100 years, and neither 
elderly ladies took any medications. 

Being at Moana House, her son John 
told us" Up there she has great 24 
hour care, she is really thriving, with 
only some hearing loss".

He told me a funny story"I took her 
to the doctor recently for a check 
up, and the doctor discussed her 
condition. I told him you're her 13th 
Doctor now, the doctor asked what 
happened to the other 12? I told him 
they've all died."

Congratulations Hilda, an incredible 
milestone, see you for cake next year! 

– Jennie Black, photo supplied.
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Held at Whangamata Club,  
8-9 November.

"First and foremost I would like to 
extend my heartfelt gratitude to 
Ray & Karen, Whangamata Club 
Darts and the Whangamata Club 
for graciously hosting our annual 
weekend event. It consistently 
proves to be an awesome weekend 
in Whangamat�. We truly appreciate 
the e�ort you all invested to ensure 
a memorable weekend." – Thames 
Valley, Waikato, Bay of Plenty Clubs.

Another successful tournament saw 
approximately 140 players from 17 
clubs across the weekend compete 
keenly daily with the goal of being 
selected for inclusion in the Area 
Rep team to compete against 
other Area teams at the North 
Island Championships Pukekohe 
Cosmopolitan Club next March 
2026.

Results
LADIES' PAIRS 
Consolation Winners: Bayley & 
Michele – Greerton Marist Darts Club 
Main Round Winners: Daphne & 
Cecelia Walters – Hamilton Working 
Men's Club 
Runners-Up: Crystal & Corrina 
Walters – Hamilton Working Men's 
Club

MEN'S PAIRS 
Consolation Winners: Wally &David 
– River City Darts Club 
Main Round Winners: Sam & Alex – 
Top Shot Darts Club 
Runners-Up: Aliki & Mikaele – Top 
Shot Darts Club

LADIES' SINGLES 
Consolation Winner: Gaylene Clay – 
Waihi RSA 
Main Round Winner: Daphne Walters 
– Hamilton Working Men's Club 

Runner-Up: Crystal Walters – 
Hamilton Working Mens Club 
Third Equal: Charlena Ormsby 
– Tokoroa Darts Club & Donna 
Simpson – Ohaupo Darts Club

MEN'S SINGLES 
Consolation: Winner: Scottie 
Downes – Top Shot Darts Club 
Main Round: Winner: Alan Skayman 
– Waihi RSA 
Runner-Up: Josh Roberts – River 
City Darts Club 
Third Equal: Dominic Tuhakaraina – 
Tokoroa Darts Club & Kelemete Silao 
– Hamilton WM Club

YOUTH 
Winner: Preston Wheeler – Tokoroa 
Darts Club 
Runner-Up: Marley Prime – Te Rapa 
Rugby Club

JUNIOR  
Winner: Mikaele Quinn-Suaesi – Top 
Shot Darts Club 
Runner-Up: Ethan Hobson – 
Hamilton WMClub

TV/WAI/BOP 2025 AREA TEAM: 
Crystal Walters, Daphne Walters, 
Charlena Ormsby, Shinaya Apapa, 
Zoe Skayman, Josh Roberts, 
Dominic Tuhakaraina, Josh Walters, 
Alan Skayman, Kelemete Silao. 
Manager: Kani Numanga.

At the AGM, held 8 November, the 
Whangamata Club was successfully 
awarded the Area Champs for 
a record �fth straight year in 
2026, directly attributable to the 
dedication and co-operation of all 
club sta� and management and 
darts members over the weekend.

– Karen Donaldson  
Photos by Mark James

Clubs NZ Area Darts Champs results

WWW.WHANGAMATACLUB.CO.NZFACEBOOK.COM/THEWHANGACLUB404 PORT ROAD P. 07 865 8705
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Monday – Friday from 3pm

Saturday & Sunday from 12pm
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From 5pm daily
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