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Hana Gardiner 
shares the love. 
Photo by Mark James.
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P. 07 865 8704  • www.oceansports.co.nz • End of Port Rd at wharf @Whangamata-Ocean-Sports-Club-New-Page
WHANGAMATA OCEAN SPORTS CLUB

LIVE RUGBY FINALS
Saturday 20th June

KITCHEN OPENING HOURS
Breakfast: Saturday & Sunday 8am-11:30am

Lunch & Dinner: 12pm till late everyday
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Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

We welcome your letters!  Email to: whangamatanews@gmail.com The Government has delivered 
the Budget, and it confi rms our 
commitment to getting the books 
in order while continuing to invest 
in the essentials New Zealanders 
rely on.

The headline fi gures are that 
forecasts indicate steady economic 
growth over the next four years 
and a return to surplus by 2028/29. 
Over that same period, the growing 
economy is set to create 220,000 
new jobs, with wages outstripping 
infl ation. That means more 
opportunities for people to get 
ahead and an easing of the cost 
of living.

Managing the economy responsibly 
is essential at the best of times, but 
this is magnifi ed when accounting 
for the global uncertainty we’ve 
experienced in recent years. By 
sticking to National’s plan, we’re 
fi xing the basics and building a more 
secure future for all New Zealanders.

The Coromandel will also directly 
benefi t from an investment of $85 
million for resilience upgrades 
on State Highway 25 and the 
replacement of the Kirikiri Stream 

Bridge on State Highway 26. Our 
region has been impacted by 
more than its fair share of weather 
events, and we know the damaged 
that can be done to our roads and 
infrastructure. I welcome this new 
funding because we can’t stop 
severe weather from happening, but 
we can be much better prepared 
for it.

Moreover, Tourism Minister Louise 
Upston has announced that the 
Hauraki Rail Trail will get 14 e-bike 
charging stations through the 
Electrifying the Great Rides Fund. 
This funding for our region total 
$840,000 and is sourced from the 
International Visitor Conservation 
and Tourism Levy.

E-bikes are opening up our cycle 
trails to more people, including 
families, older riders and visitors 
who want to explore further and stay 
longer. By making it easier to charge 
bikes along the way, this investment 
will help make the Hauraki Rail Trail 
more accessible and bring more 
benefi ts to our local economy.

– Authorised by Scott Simpson MP, 
614 Pollen St, Thames

Budget 2026 delivers for NZ 
and the Coromandel

Fruit going to waste
I have been visiting Whangamatā 
at this time of year for a few years 
now. Am amazed at the number 
of citrus trees I see but dismayed 
at the amount of fruit left rotting 
on the ground. I have collected 
and dropped bags of mandarins 
and oranges from my friends trees 
to the community shed at the 
Kindergarten.

Around Moana Point/Reserve there 
are many trees on the Reserve or 
hanging over fences simply laden 
with fruit going to waste.

Is there not a community/service/
neighbour group (Lions, Scouts, 
Guides…) who could organise to 
pick/collect/distribute fruit to 
those who could use it?

Hopefully someone will get this 
started and all those lovely fruits 
can complement folks fruit intake.

BTW, everyone here is so friendly 
and welcoming, it’s a pleasure to 
visit.

Chris C

Relief to have library 
back
Grateful thanks to all involved in 
the re-establishment of our Library 
Service in Whangamatā.

After such a di�  cult situation, it 
is so very good to see what our 
community has restored for the 
benefi t of all of us.

As a customer of our Library, it is a 
relief to have a selection of books 
on hand again.

Thank you to Jacqui and her band 
of helpers. We so appreciate you 
all.

Gilli Killick

GROW ON WAIHI 
including a crop swap. This 
Saturday 13th and second 
Saturday each month, 10-11.30am. 
Free seedlings for members or 
for a koha. At the shed next to 
the Community Resort Centre, 
4 Mueller Street, Waihi. See our 
Grow on Waihi Facebook page. 

WINTER SOLSTICE DIP
on Sunday, 21st June at 11.30am. 
Meet at the Surf Club. Gold coin 
donation for the Whangamata 
Surf Lifesaving Club. Sausage 
sizzle afterwards.

WHANGAMATA 
CANCER GROUP 
meets every fourth Monday of 
the month at 10.30am. Lovely 
group – come join us.
Contact Lareece McGregor, 
Hospice & Cancer support Nurse: 
027 880 5644.

BODYWORK GYM 
WHANGAMATA 
runs free community group 
fi tness classes on the last two 
Thursdays of every month. 
5.30am start – fi nish by 7am. 
NO BOOKINGS – just turn up!

What’s On in our town

Please enter your club, group, non-profi t or fundraiser 
‘What’s On’ event by emailing whangamatanews@gmail.com 
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Closed 1st to 22nd July
We’ll be away, unveiling a headstone for a recent bereavement in 

the family & partaking in a 50km ultra race in the UK. Sorry for any 
inconvenience. Emails will still be monitored: info@steineratelier.co.nz

BooFBOLAND 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

P O Box 410, Whangamata 3643 
M: 0274 367 254 

E: jenboof@outlook.com 

As the temperatures start to drop, 
it’s time to dust off the extra 
blankets, dig out the beanies, and 
pretend you meant to buy that 
hot water bottle last year.

We also want to remind everyone 
to check in on friends, family, 
and especially neighbours who 
might need a hand keeping 
warm. A quick visit, a cuppa, or 
even just making sure someone’s 
heater is working can make a big 
difference.

Let’s keep Waihi warm—not just 
in temperature, but in community 
spirit too.

Shoplifting

We’ve seen an increase in 
shoplifting, and while some may 
think it’s a “victimless” crime 
(spoiler: it’s not), it’s a very fast 
way to turn a shopping trip into a 
court appearance.

Police are taking a zero‑tolerance 
approach. That means if you’re 
caught helping yourself to 
anything you didn’t pay for, you 
may find yourself swapping the 
checkout line for the courtroom.

Bottom line: if it’s not yours and 
you didn’t pay—don’t take it. It’s 
just not worth the outcome.

Harassment

New legislation around stalking 
and harassment is putting a 
clear spotlight on behaviour that 
crosses the line.

Repeated unwanted contact, 
following someone, or behaviour 
that causes fear or distress is not 
“just a misunderstanding”—it can 
now carry serious consequences.

If someone says “no,” blocks you, 
or clearly isn’t interested—take the 
hint and move on. Respect goes a 
long way, and the law now backs 
that up in a big way.

UPDATE: Waihi Family Dental  
Clinic Fire

A male has been arrested and 
charged with arson in relation to 
the fire at the Waihi Family Dental 
Clinic.

He has appeared in court and has 
been remanded in custody.

Police continue to take this matter 
seriously, and we appreciate the 
support and information provided 
by the community.

– Rachel Gillingham 
Community Constable 

Waihi / Waikato East

Police Reports

WHANGAMATAWAIHI
A few weeks ago AOS (Armed 
Offender Squad) and further 
Police staff executed a search 
warrant based on information of 
methamphetamine possession and 
production out Whiritoa. You may 
have seen a picture posted on the 
Waikato Police Facebook Page of 
an AOS operator and their 4 legged 
assistant on the beach. Search 
Warrants like this are possible as a 
direct result of information provided 
to Police by the community. If you 
have the information, we have the 
skills and resources. There are not 
many things we enjoy more than 
getting meth and its dealers locked 
up and off the street.

Speaking of that terrible drug, in 
the last few days we had a ‘water 
pursuit’ on the harbour where we 
arrested a local man for possession 
of Methamphetamine and a 
large amount of Cannabis after 
attempting to dispose of it all in to 
the water. He is on bail now and will 
be appearing in the Waihī District 
Court at a later date.

There appears to be a scam 
currently where a person is 
proposing to paint houses, 
preparing quotes and requesting a 
50% deposit prior to starting any 
work only to vanish into thin air. 

Please do your due diligence, that 
amount of deposit, if you ask me, 
is up there also. The quotes look 
legitimate and are worded as such 
also. Be aware as some people 
have lost large amounts of money 
recently.

A young local person on a 
motorcycle last week decided he 
did not want to stop for police and 
instead drove at high speed, putting 
not only himself but other persons 
at risk. I made a few calls around 
town to get more eyes and ears out 
for the bike and rider. A short time 
later one of those people called 
me advising they’d have just seen 
the bike and the direction. It was 
located hidden behind a shop in 
town. It was also then impounded 
for 6 months for not stopping. Yes 
6 months is the new law! That rider 
will be visiting the Waihī District 
Court at a later date also.

Remember, we love to listen to 
your confidential information 
about dodgy goings on around the 
place. Go to Crimestoppers online 
crimestoppers-nz.org or phone 
0800 555 111, or pop in and have a 
chat to us.

Sergeant Will Hamilton, Officer in 
Charge, Whangamata Police
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www.eyeplace.nz        07 865 0007        612 Port Road

For all your eye care needs, 
including glaucoma checks, 
contact lenses, safety 
glasses & fashion frames. 
Open Wednesdays & Fridays

Formerly O'Hagan Vision Care

Whangamata  |  636 Port Road    |     07 865 8562     |     whangamata@flooringxtra.co.nz

FLOORINGXTRA.CO.NZ

FLOORING TO FLOORING TO 
SUIT YOUR STYLESUIT YOUR STYLE

Phone or email us! We’re measuring & laying! View samples instore!

Preparations are in full swing 
for the fourth annual Matariki 
Whangamatā Festival, a highlight 
of the year and a much-anticipated 
time for our community to come 
together to connect, reflect, 
remember and celebrate Matariki. 

Spanning four days from Thursday 
the 9th of July till Sunday the 12th 
of July, the festival brings together 
locals and visitors alike for a range 
of activities and events.

The heart of the celebrations is the 
hāngī in Williamson Park on the 
Friday public holiday. The hāngī fire 
is lit at 5:30am and the community 
is welcome to come and view the 
cooking process throughout the 
day. During the morning there 
will be stalls, games and activities 
in the park including a Ki-o-Rahi 
tournament and kite flying.

An afternoon concert will entertain 
the crowd while they enjoy their 
hāngī. Entertainment includes 
kapa haka from Ōpoutere School 

and Whangamatā Area School, 
alongside performances from local 
artists. Bring a chair or blanket and 
settle in for an afternoon of kai and 
connection.

Hāngī tickets, along with a vegan 
curry option, are on sale now from 
Discover Whangamatā and the 
Eastern Coromandel Community 
Services Trust for $15. Get in quick 

because they always sell out. 
Additional kai options will also 
be available on the day, including 
the ever popular kai moana tent 
featuring raw fish, mussel fritters 
and seafood chowder.

There is also a full weekend of 
activities alongside the hāngī. On 
Saturday, a variety of workshops 
are on offer at the Memorial Hall 
featuring talented artist tutors from 
the Whangamatā Arts Collective 
and local community. These 
interactive sessions will include 
hands-on carving, creative arts, 
and cultural activities designed for 
families, children and adults alike, 
providing something for everyone 
to enjoy and take part in.

On Saturday afternoon the 
community is invited to join a Waka 
Ama paddle on the Whangamatā 
Harbour, followed by a BBQ. 
Open to all ages and abilities, this 
special experience offers a chance 
to connect with the water, the 
environment, and each other.

The weekend concludes on Sunday 
with an early morning Matariki 
viewing and sunrise at Onemana, 
organised by the Onemana 
Residents and Community 
Association. This peaceful gathering 
provides an opportunity to reflect 
on the significance of Matariki, 
remember those who have passed, 
and look forward to the year to 
come.

For a full program of events visit 
www.wcm.maori.nz/programmes 
or grab a hard copy from Discover 
Whangamatā or the Eastern 
Coromandel Community Services 
Trust.

Manawatia a Matariki - Celebrating Matariki

Friends of Whangamata Area 
School Incorporated (FOTS) 
has launched a Trade Me charity 
auction for a signed 2026 Chiefs 
rugby jersey to raise funds for the 
redevelopment of the Whangamata 
Area School playground.

The brand-new jersey, signed by the 
2026 Chiefs squad, was generously 
donated by the Chiefs organisation 

and presented to FOTS by Chiefs 
Chair and former Māori All Blacks 
Captain Errol Brain.

FOTS became a registered charity 
earlier this year and supports 
projects that enhance the school 
environment, strengthen community 
connections, and provide 
opportunities for students.

With the Chiefs competing in the 

Super Rugby Semi-Finals this 
weekend, FOTS hopes the auction 
will attract rugby supporters from 
across New Zealand while raising 
funds for a project that will benefit 
local children for years to come.

The auction is live now on Trade 
Me. Search: 2026 Chiefs Team-
Signed Jersey FOTS.

Support the playground – act now!

Charity Auction of signed Chiefs jersey
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WWW.WHANGAMATACLUB.CO.NZFACEBOOK.COM/THEWHANGACLUB404 PORT ROAD P. 07 865 8705

Open 
daily from 

11am

Restaurant
Friday to Sunday from 5:30pm

Bistro
Monday – Friday from 3pm

Saturday & Sunday from 12pm

Dinner menu
From 5pm daily

Commitment, leadership & willingness earns Ralph medal
The long list of achievements 
amassed over more than 60 years 
of living in Whangamata signals 
the testament to Ralph Pitcher, 
being named in the Kings Honours 
list. Ralph is now the holder of a 
Kings Service Medal.

Fire and Emergency New Zealand 
Board Chair, Rebecca Keoghan, 
described Ralph as a worthy 
recipient having provided years of 
contribution to help his community 
become stronger, safer and more 
resilient. During his time with 
the brigade Ralph has assisted 
with major equipment and 
building changes while mentoring 
generations of firefighters.

The citation speaks for itself. Having 
been a volunteer firefighter since 
1965, Ralph had already been 
recognised by Fire and Emergency 
New Zealand for achieving 60 years 
of service.

Also recognised as a founding 
member, President and committee 
member for the Moana House five 
pensioner cottages, and a member 
of Whangamata Lions for 48 years, 
including time as President.

When I asked Ralph what would 
stand out as one of his most 
passionate journeys within the 
community?

“The Whangamata Sports & Squash 
Centre, comes to mind. Doreen 
came home one day and said ‘we 
are going to start a Squash Club 

and we need a building for it!” It 
was back in the 70’s, so they found 
the perfect place next to the tennis 
courts, this fundraising exercise cost 
tens of thousands. Council gave a 
considerable amount and so we had 
plans made, working bees every 
weekend and took more than two 
years, and countless scones and 
pikelets from Doreen.” And as we all 
know it’s a substantial building that 
will last many years.

Ralph went on to say that creating 
the Stewart Wing at Moana House 
was also a project that took a fair 

bit of time, people dont realise what 
an asset it is for our community. 
Ralph 83 years and his brother Ray, 
81 years, told me how Ralph was 
always Batman and Ray, (visiting 
from Whangarei) always Robin, and 
wife Doreen known as the ‘master 
prize purchaser’ for all raffles and 
donations, married for more than 
60 years,  I believe your King’s 
Service Medal is a reflection on you 
both.

When he started in the fire 
service they wore t-shirts and 
jandals, without any gear, until 

he remembered getting new 
gumboots with steel safety toes 
- amazing.  He went and said that 
the first fire Brigade truck was 
built in Whangamatā, an old truck, 
completed with a water tank, pump 
and a red light on top and complete 
with a siren, then of course they 
built a shed to put it in, and that’s 
where the Fire Station is today.

Ralph was also a relief driver for 
the first new ambulance, on night 
duty. He recalls, as President of 
St Johns, and together with Ian 
Francis they purchased the new 
Dodge, and replaced the old V8, 
and recalls it was 4,200 pounds and 
again fundraised for the project.
He is still a trustee of our St Johns 
Whangamata.

That’s not to mention Ralph gave 
15 years to the Whangamatā Club 
committee, and served as Trustee 
of the Lions Investment Golf 
Club, committee member of the 
Williamson Golf Club, and a founder 
of the Titoki Golf Club, initiated with 
other locals, the local pre school 
and the quietly, you still drive for 
Meals on Wheels.

Honours rarely come to those who 
haven’t earned them. Looking 
forward to September when your 
medal arrives.

Your community thanks you for a 
lifetime of service given freely,

– Jennie Black
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