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Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

The growth of the New Zealand 
economy has once again beaten 
forecasts, with Stats NZ reporting 
that GDP grew 0.8 per cent in 
the fi rst three months of the year. 
That’s twice the rate forecast by the 
Treasury and the Reserve Bank, and 
it confi rms that the economy was 
gaining momentum late last year 
and at the start of 2025.

This hard economic data is further 
evidence that New Zealand is 
getting back on track, and that the 
Coromandel is playing an important 
role in growing the economy. The 
fi rst quarter of the year coincided 
with a bumper summer here on 
the Peninsula, which saw people 
fl ocking to our region to experience 
the classic Kiwi holiday. No doubt 
that tourism spending is refl ected 
in the growth of the quarterly GDP 
numbers.

In recent months there has been 
a lot of uncertainty around the 
world, with new trade tari� s and 
continued global confl ict. We also 

know that many New Zealanders are 
still doing it tough and are dealing 
with the cost of living. That’s why 
we continue to emphasise getting 
the country’s books back in order 
by cutting wasteful spending, 
supporting growth and reducing red 
tape.

We’re already seeing some positive 
returns from the Government’s 
approach, with infl ation under 
control, interest rates falling, and 
food and fi bre exports on track to 
hit $60 billion by the end of this 
year. Policies like Investment Boost, 
a target of doubling the value of 
exports in 10 years and boosting 
regional tourism will help keep this 
momentum going in the face of 
global uncertainty.

This Government is committed to 
growing the economy, because it 
means more jobs, higher wages and 
more opportunities for Kiwis.

– Authorised by Scott Simpson MP, 
614 Pollen St, Thames

GDP growth confirms stronger 
than expected start to 2025

Whangamata Garden Club held 
their annual prize giving in June, 
following a year of monthly 
exhibits for the best home grown 
fl ower blooms, fruit, vegetables, 
shrubs, and fl oral arrangements.

The following members were the 
winners of the categories.

• Pat O’Reilly (Camellia show)
• Doreen Spain (Single, Multi 

blooms) Miniature Roses & 
blooms, Camellias, Climbers and 
Floral Arrangements.

• Irene Tyler (Above and below 
ground Vegetables)

• Jennifer Lawton (Fruit & Bulbs)
• Carol Archer (Roses)
• Maureen Halligan ( Orchids)
• Dianne Trembath (Shrubs)
• Marilyn Fowlie (Rose and Dahlia 

Show) 
Doreen was the Garden Club 
Overall 2025 'Superstar'.

Garden Club annual 
prize-giving results

SCHOOL HOLIDAY SPECIALSCHOOL HOLIDAY SPECIAL
Any 2 cupcakes Any 2 cupcakes 

for $8.50for $8.50

sweettoothwhangamata@gmail.com
Port Rd, Whangamata (next to Whangamata Foodmarket)

WWW.TANGOSSHOES.NZ
Whiti anga 07 866 4465 | Whangamatā 07 865 8088 �����������
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Tango’s 
Sunny
$189

Whiti anga 07 866 4465 | Whangamatā 07 865 8088

NEW ARRIVALS

Whangamata  |  636 Port Road    |     07 865 8562     |     whangamata@flooringxtra.co.nz

FLOORINGXTRA.CO.NZ

FLOORING TO FLOORING TO 
SUIT YOUR STYLESUIT YOUR STYLE

Phone or email us! We’re measuring & laying! View samples instore!
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We are honoured to have been 
chosen by Save the Rain, a 
non-profi t charity, to assist with 
food delivery and support their 
objectives. As a long-standing 
partner of our Trust, they 
understand the growing need for 
food security.

Together, we will be commencing 
our second Winter Food Initiative 
mid-July, and this year we’re 
aiming to extend our support even 
further. We invite the community 
to participate by nominating 
yourself or someone you know 
who would benefi t from receiving 
a food package.

We are grateful to our partners 
who share our vision and 
commitment to ensuring that no 
family goes without nutritious food 
this winter.

How It Works:

1. Nominate Someone in Need: 
Nominate yourself or someone 
in our community who could 
use a little extra help this winter. 
This could be a neighbour, 
friend, or family member who 
might be struggling to put food 
on the table.

2. Confi dential and Respectful: All 
nominations are confi dential. We 
respect the privacy and dignity 

of those receiving assistance.

3. Food Packages: Each food 
package will include fresh 
seasonal produce and protein.

4. Delivery: We will contact the 
nominees and our team will 
deliver the food packages 
directly to the nominated 
individuals' homes, or they can 
pick up from our o�  ce on 18th 
July 2025.

How to Nominate:

• Visit our website to fi ll out 
the nomination form on our 
website homepage www.
communityservices.org.nz or 
pop into our community center 
for a paper copy (505 Port Road, 
Whangamata)

• Submit your nomination by 11 
July.

Together, we can make a 
di� erence and ensure that no one 
in our community goes hungry 
this winter.

Winter Food Initiative: 
Community Nominations

WWW.WHANGAMATACLUB.CO.NZFACEBOOK.COM/THEWHANGACLUB404 PORT ROAD P. 07 865 8705

Open 
daily from 

11am

Restaurant
Friday to Sunday from 5:30pm

Bistro
Monday – Friday from 3pm

Saturday & Sunday from 12pm

Dinner menu
From 5pm daily

Treaty Conundrums
As we draw closer to the 
Bicentenary of the Treaty of 
Waitangi signing, we seem to be 
little further ahead in solving the 
intractable problems that beset our 
founding document. 

Treaty settlement deals have been 
negotiated and implemented 
with many Iwi or tribal groups. 
More are yet to be settled. 
There is no question that Maori 
su� ered historical injustices 
since colonisation began and it is 
appropriate that the Government 
acknowledges that fact and o� ers 
some meaningful redress. 

There have been successful 
settlements where Iwi have 
since prospered through astute 
investment of their capital. Tainui 
and Ngai Tahu have grown their 
wealth to impressive proportions 
and have given the Maori economy 
real impetus.

However, recent articles have 
highlighted a new development in 
settlement negotiations. Iwi are now 
insistent on including a clause that 
questions the soveriegnty of the 
Crown. It is di�  cult to understand 
how two parties can negotiate a 
settlement when one questions 
the existence of the other. It 
would seem Iwi are pursuing the 
same questionable ambitions of 
Te Pati Maori in seeking separate 
Government for Maori. Intransigence 
on this development from either 
side could derail future settlements. 

In 1981, New Zealanders rose 
up in protest over a separatist 
Government based on race. The 
irony is palpable. Sadly, it would 
appear quite possible that another 
two hundred years of rancour and 
disharmony lie ahead.

George Williams
WHANGAMATĀ

Whangamata & Waihi News welcomes your letters
Letters should be sent to WhangamataNews@gmail.com

They should be no more than 250 words (but exceptions can be made). 
Please include your name and where you're from – no noms de plumes.

We welcome your letters!  Email to: whangamatanews@gmail.com
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Do you or someone you know have what 
it takes to represent your community? 
Candidate nominations open on 4 July.

Find out more 
tcdc.govt.nz/elections

VOTE
LOCAL ELECTIONS

2025
PŌTI
NGA PŌTITANGA Ā

2025

Thank you for investing in our community by shopping 
local you are supporting our local businesses.

‘Shop Local’ is continuing until 29 August 2025.

Proudly supported by

SHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPLocal

Simple: 
Shop - Scan to enter
Proof of purchase is required to collect the prize

Prize money up for grabs:Prize money up for grabs:

Simple: Simple: 

1st Prize 

$300
2nd Prize 

$150
3rd Prize 

$100

An unforgettable seasonYear 7s claim third straight 
championship title The Whangamata Rugby Club's 

Year 3 White team capped off 
an unforgettable season in 
spectacular style, claiming the 
2025 Championship tilt with a win 
over Tairua.

The final was played in Te Aroha 
last Saturday, under typically 
wintery Waikato conditions, but 
the driving rain and slippery 
field did nothing to dampen the 
determination or spirit of our 
young players. From the opening 
whistle, Whangamatā’s teamwork 
and skill shone through.

The boys delivered an impressive 
display of attacking rugby, scoring 
try after try with some superb 
running and support play. Equally 
as outstanding was their defensive 
effort, with countless tackles and 
crucial turnovers that kept Tairua 

on the back foot throughout the 
match.

It has been inspiring to watch this 
group grow in confidence and 
capability this season. A credit 
to the dedication and expertise 
of coach Paul Sweeney, heartfelt 
thanks goes to Whangamata 
Junior Rugby Club, the families, 
and all the supporters who 
cheered the team on through rain 
and shine. The encouragement has 
meant so much to these young 
athletes.

Congratulations to every player 
on an outstanding season - your 
effort, sportsmanship and unity 
were second to none. We can't 
wait to see what 2026 will bring.

– Joelle Legg, Manager Yr 3 White 
Photos by Mark James

In Te Aroha, on 28 June, the 
Whangamata Year 7 junior rugby 
team took on Thames in the premier 
championship final and delivered 
a dominant performance to secure 
their third consecutive title, having 
also won in 2023 and 2024.

The match started with both teams 
evenly matched, showcasing skill and 
determination. But, in the second 
half, Whangamatā took control, 
pulling away to claim a convincing 
win and cement their status as the 
Thames Valley Year 7 Champions.

The core of this team has played 
together since their early rippa 

rugby days, and their passion for 
the game shines through in their 
teamwork, commitment to training, 
and continuous development as 
players.

A huge thank you goes out to 
coaches Jesse Webb, Steve 
Trebilco, and Jeremy West for 
their leadership and dedication, 
as well as to team manager Kyal 
Ryburn. Appreciation also goes to 
Whangamata Junior Rugby, our 
season referees, loyal supporters, 
and the ever-supportive parents.

Red and white dynamite – 
champions once again!
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Whangamatā News was delighted 
to meet with Bruce Debenham, 
Moana House groundsman to 
discuss a fantastic new initiative for 
Moana House residents.

We will be following this incredible 
vision over the upcoming editions, 
taking our readers right up to 
planting time in early September.

Bruce told us "The idea is to make 
a themed area for residents, sta�  
and visitors to enjoy. I’m hoping 
that when family or friends come 
to visit, it’s somewhere they can 
spend time with their families and 
that it will make it easier for visitors 
with children or pets, to be able to 
have some open space, instead of 
the limited options available now. 
I’m also hoping it will be somewhere 
that grows people’s awareness of 
Moana House, especially around 
the di� erent nationalities themed 
gardens."

There are three communities that 
work at Moana House, Indian, 
Nepalese and Filipino, each group 
will make their own garden in the 

shape of their own country, each 
site will be large and in full sun.

The Indian community, with a 
garden in the shape of India, that 
will have the herbs and spices used 
for Indian Cuisine. 

The Philippine’s, with a garden in 
the shape of small islands, and 
Filipino produce, which includes a 
hanging Horseradish tree, with giant 
pods hanging from it, for soups and 
stews.

Nepalese, with a garden in the 
shape of Nepal, with Nepalese 
herbs. There will also be Maori 
representation through carvings and 

traditional Maori healing plants.

As we walked about the grounds, 
Bruce explained "because residents 
are elderly and it’s quite a hike, 
Menshed has created and gifted 
the edible garden walk, 8 bench 
seats for having a rest and a break 
at frequent intervals. The views 
are incredulous at the top and 
well worth the walk. Bunnings 
Whangamata very generously 
donated the timber for the seats. 
They have also donated plants 
for the vegetable garden replant 
project. But most of the plants are 
very hard to purchase so each of the 
three groups will access all those 
specialty plants.

The walk from the current vegetable 
garden site will be themed around 
Whangamata icons, our harbour 
with a carving and a kite bag, 
the open sea with a traditional 
maori boat anchor, Beach Hop 
-  hopefully with a classic car grille, 
and the pioneering spirit of early 
Whangamata with empty beer 
bottles, a bong, and assorted saws.

What a wonderful plan, imagine 
walk, rest and pick as you go with 
family and friends!

Keep following our updates as the 
project continues.

� Jennie Black, Editor

Seated from left: Residents, Stan Davies, Alex Barr, Sophia (Activities Manager), Bruce Debenham (Moana House 
Groundsman), Paul Peterson, Morma Peterson, Eric Groet. 
Standing from left: Kristina Smith, Graeme Manson (Menshed), John Wallace(Menshed), Rod Leversedge (Menshed).

Edibles Wellness Walk underway for Moana House residents
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