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\Splashdown
Leap into summer!

Photos by Mark James
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ENTERPRISE WHANGAMATA
PARADISE CGAST

| Enterprise Whangamata

' TOP SHOP

¥

from1to 31 December 2025

Be part of the Christmas scene on Port Rd
and be in to win cash for being voted

Best Dressed Shop
st prize: $500
2nd prize: $200

'Scan the QR code to vote:
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The Capelli Team want to wish the Whangamata
l Community a wonderful Christmas.

Thank you for all your support for our business, and we look
forward to sharing a fantastic 2026 with all of our clients,
both long term and new.

We will be closed from December 24th, reopening
December 27th, and closed December 31st, reopening January 5sth.

We welcome Michelle to our team!

Maria, Jane, Kivi and N addle

07 865 6504

6/800 Port Rd, Whangamata
@CapelliWhangamata
O @cCapelliHair&Beauty

Capelli

HON SCOTT SIMPSON

MP for Coromandel

Happy holidays to everyone who
has chosen to spend this special
time of the year in our region.
Whether you’re a local, someone
returning for their annual visit, or
you’re making your first trip here,
I’m sure you’ll agree there’s no
better place to spend the summer
than on the Coromandel.

You can feel the vibe shift when
we get to summer, there’s just a
positive atmosphere as our towns
fill up with family, friends and
travellers who want to experience
what our region has to offer. That
feeling never gets old, no matter
how long you've been here, and
long may it continue.

While the focus of the summer
inevitably turns to welcoming our
visitors, there’s no reason why locals
can’t get in on the action. There’s
simply no better time to explore our
backyard, to discover something
new, or to enjoy your favourite
spots than right now.

| also want to acknowledge the
work that NZTA have done around
our region over the past couple of
months. Reinstating the Boundary
Creek Bridge on the western side
of the Coromandel Peninsula to
two-lanes, as well as completing the
repairs to SH25A ahead of schedule
was welcome news for local
businesses looking to make the
most of the summer trading season.

With more people travelling to our
region, there will inevitably be more
traffic on our roads. If you're driving
around the Peninsula, be safe and
enjoy your journey. There’s no need
to rush, the Coromandel isn’t going
anywhere.

Finally, | want to wish a Merry
Christmas to all the readers of the
Whangamata & Waihi News. | hope
that you have a terrific festival
season with your friends and
family.

- Authorised by Scott Simpson MP,
614 Pollen St, Thames

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

Contact me anytime

0800 550 330 - scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

@ scottsimpsonmp

National

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

DELIVERERS WANTED
IN WHANGAMATA

GET PAID TO GO FORA WALK

Hottest delivery rate in town, $20 per route at rate.
One delivery per fortnight with a 2-3 day window to deliver.
Most routes take approximately 1 hour.

@ Whangamatad
& Waihi NEWS

Contact Jennie Black 021 0232 1661
email whangamatanews@gmail.com
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Action needed

Climate change is happening and
the effects are evident when we
watch the news.

Adverse weather events are
getting worse. Droughts, cyclones
and dangerous heat waves are
increasing, and the vast majority
of scientists warn that it will only
get worse if we don’t reduce our
greenhouse gas emissions.

Right wing misinformation will try to
say that climate politics is simply a
Green invention and ignore the fact
that organisations, such as NASA,
state that there is unequivocal
evidence that the earth is warming
at an unprecedented rate and that

human activity is the principal cause.

Yes, the climate has always changed,

but it is now changing at a very
dangerous rate. It is undeniable that
human activity has produced the
atmospheric gas that trapped the
sun’s energy.

Carbon dioxide from human
activities is increasing 250 times
faster than it did from natural
sources after the last ice age.

Scientists do not ignore “biogenic
methane”, but as NASA has pointed
out the concentration of methane in
the atmosphere has almost doubled
since the start of the industrial
revolution. This increase in methane
is responsible for 20% to 30% of the
earth’s warming.

NIWA and the Ministry for the
Environment have produced
evidence that most of these
methane emissions in NZ come from
agriculture. Our current government
ignores the weight of this evidence
and does nothing to counteract this
looming climate disaster.

In the future our children and future
generations will pay the price for our
blindness and our failure to act in a
responsible manner.

John Lipscombe
WHANGAMATA

We welcome your letters

Your letters must be no longer than 250 words and must be signed
(no nom de plumes) and include where you’re from.

Send your letter to whangamatanews@gmail.com

We welcome your letters! Email to: whangamatanews@gmail.com

Freedom campers
response

| saw the article on freedom
campers inissue 155. | think

it's important to understand a
broader perspective of the Beach
Road Reserve site. The mud hole
displayed in the original article was
in fact caused by freedom camper
traffic in the first place and was not
a mud hole given to folks to camp
on. The vast majority of freedom
camper’s sites across New Zealand
and the Coromandel are sensibly
located on hard surface areas and
not on grass park areas that are
not suited to constant traffic. The
Beach Road campers are positioned
a mere 12 metres from front gates
and constant noise and movement
is stressful for many. The Beach
Road site is constantly abused by
campus; exceeding designated

numbers, randomly camping outside
of the designated areas, exceeding
multiple stay-nights, parking boats
and support vehicles alongside their
camp vans. Many local residents
have been exposed to campers
leaving litter, pouring out grey
waste water, urinating (and worse
publicly). The majority using the site
do not meet New Zealand camp
vehicle regulations.

| am not against freedom campers
but there needs to be a reasonable
process in place when establishing
camping locations.

Come on Council please locate and
designate freedom camping sites

in Whangamata at appropriate and
sensible locations such as on hard
surfaces, close to toilet and washing
facilities and a reasonable distance
from residences houses.

G Kemp )
WHANGAMATA

TE-RA

FISHING

~ Since 1989 ~

Aerobics
Great 2

Available in
5 colours

Whitianga 07 866 4465 | Whangamata 07 865 8088

WWW.TANGOSSHOES.NZ

=2

SUMMER TIMETABLE
26 DECEMBER - 31 JANUARY

Departing Whangamata wharf
twice daily

| 8am-2pm & 3pm-8.30pm |

| $70Adult  $50Child |

| $10 Rod Hire |
Bait Available

Have your catch filleted!

BOOKINGS:
Phone Chris or Karyn

022 643 2515
Email te_ra@outlook.com

&

New range

of clothing
in store
now

AfterPay &

Zip welcome n @

- Sheltered in all weather

+ Minimal tidal flows

+ Full length fingers

+ Two intermediate piles

-+ 2 bay hard stand shed with
designated spray area

WHANGAMATA

MARINA

CORPORATE SUPPORTER
2023

Whangamata Marina
berths for sale or rent

- 35 tonne travelift

+ Secure hard stand

+ Trailer boat parking

+ Walk to town & supermarket

- Ample parking

+ Private laundry and shower facility
- Diesel fuel berth 24 hours

- Video surveillance & security

New Zealand's .“"j\h.--.\\
M-—q.

clean marina

programme

Phone: 07 865 6274 - whangamarina.co.nz
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Another year nearly over and as we
enter the holiday season | would
like to pass on a sincere thank

you to the community from my
team and |. There have been some
great results achieved through
engagement with our community
and the confidence of people to
speak up when they see or know
something is not right.

Unfortunately it is the time of year
where popular items that are not
put away sometimes go missing
due to light fingered people. They
are very much the minority though.
There will be plenty of Police

staff around the peak period to
keep everyone safe, please do not
hesitate to call 111 if you need Police
then and there or 105 (or online to
105) if it is not urgent.

Speaking of great results. Directly
as a result of information from
many members of our community,
Police executed two different
search warrants at different
addresses in Whangamata on

the 10th of December. Police
recovered a significant amount

of Methamphetamine packaged
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POLICE

Nga Pirihimana o Aotearoa

and ready for sale to vulnerable
members of our community. An
arrest was made. Unfortunately, one
of the addresses which we knew
of prior, is where a young child
resides also. | am sure you will join
me in labelling these dealers selfish
scourge’s who have absolutely

no place in our community. It is
disgusting and will not be tolerated.
That makes three different search
warrants executed by my team in
the last few months. Guess what,
more to come. Our confidential
informants are still talking to us.
Those informants are the heroes
here. They have the guts to stand
up for their community. If you
would like to pass information
confidentially to us, pop in an see
us. Your identity will be very well
protected. If it is preferred, Crime
Stoppers online is also a great
option to get information through
to us.

Over the New Year period we
consistently have one major issue.
Young persons supplied with alcohol
and sent on their way. When we
come across these young people,
often breaching the liquor ban or
involved in some kind of disorder we
contact their parents. We find that
some parents are sitting in another
city and had sent their young ones
with friends and their parents. Don’t
get me wrong, there are plenty of
local young persons let loose with
alcohol also. The parents’ attitudes
have been pretty average at best
some of the time. The ‘She’ll be
right”. Please keep your young
ones close or at least know where
they are or going. Have those adult
conversations with them. After all
they are beginning to learn how

to grow into an adult. Remember,
alcohol can only be supplied to

a person under 18 by their legal
guardian, so..Their own parent (not
grandparent, uncle or aunty and
friends parent). If the young person
is legally adopted, then that is the
adoptive parents. Pretty black and
white and fines for people who
supply alcohol illegally apply.

In October 2024, three Kayakers
were blown well offshore in what
can only be described as horrific
sea conditions. A multi agency
response kicked into gear. A long
time member of the Whangamata
community and life member of

the Whangamata Surf Club Mr
Bryan Black, saw the urgency

and without hesitation took his
Helicopter to the air, locating one
of the Kayakers approximately 6.5
NM off the coast of Whangamata.
Because of this all three were
rescued. Mr Black received a Police
District Commanders Award for his
heroic actions at a Gala event at
the Whangamata Surf Club a few
weeks ago. Well done Bryan and
congratulations.

There certainly is no shortage of
heroes in our community. In the
last few weeks of writing this, an
unresponsive swimmer who got
caught in a rip was rescued by a
local surfer. The person was revived
and survived the ordeal. Watch this
space.

- Sergeant Will Hamilton, Officer in
Charge, Whangamata Police

Onemana Rural Fire report

$9.50

$15.50

$7.50

$11.00

$27.50

$43.00

$2.80
$8.50

$14.50
$29.90

25-Wings Bucket =

Summer is fast approaching, fire
conditions are ramping up into
some areas very dangerous, fire
restrictions are not in place as yet,.

Coastal areas, due to coastal
conditions, are drying out rapidly,
which is bringing the fire risk to
medium - high. What we need to be
cautious of is overcharging battery
tools, exhaust on long dry grass,
barbecue coal embers and general
outdoor fires. Although the above
might sound okay to some people,
the results can be absolute major.

Awareness is needed to the very
highest level.

When travelling on the highways
Towing trailers, please be aware of
wheel bearings overheating brakes,

$9.50
$19.50
$38.50

$12.00
$23.50
$45.00
$65.00

these are another cause of grass
fires which can spread to large fires.
Our firefighters in this region are

all volunteers, we all like to have
time with family, so please give
consideration to what the fire risk is.

We don’t only attend fires, medicals,
MVAs, but any emergency that we
get a call to. Stay safe, and enjoy
your holiday break.

Fires can spread very fast and

be absolutely devastating to a
community. As we see at Tongariro
National Park. So please be
cautious, and do not hesitate to call
111 fire and doubt.

- Joe Adams,
Onemana Rural Fire CFO

$4.50
$5.50
$11.50
$14.50




Pools vital for survival skills

In a recent NZ
Herald editorial, it
was reported more
than 60 people
have drowned

in New Zealand

‘Whangamata
Real Estate

COMMUNITY

waters this year. " \ Sw'g;g}'ng
This number is -
likely to climb

even higher during
the upcoming holiday period.

Sadly, thousands of kiwi children do
not have the opportunity to learn to
swim confidently, or at all. They will
enter their adult lives with no idea of
how to save themselves should they
find themselves out of their depth
and struggling to stay afloat.

Before entering the ocean, river or
pool, people must know their limits,
being able to float is a fundamental
basic skill.

Who will teach these skKills, as the
number of school pools close due
to funding restrictions, and lack of
suitably qualified staff? ACC has
cut its $1.1 million annual support
of Water Safety NZ who provide
excellent education programs
targeted at teaching these aquatic
survival skills to local communities
and schools.

Our pool management committee
knows firsthand the complexities

of running a community pool,
funding, staffing, pool management,
following H & S requirements,
training of staff and meeting
community expectations.

Whangamaty

_——
Club h

SAT 20 DEC

Must Go Super
Saturday
Members Draw
DRAWN FROM 6PM - 7PM

WED 24 DEC

HAM
GIVEAWAY

TICKETS DISTRIBUTED 4 - 6PM

7.00PM SAT 27 DEC
Live Music

b
§)
8.30PM WED 31 DEC

NYE with
J4J“BEAUTIFUL
- MACHINE”

4.00PM SUN 4 JAN
J‘J’ Outdoor Live
}J Music

‘ WITH MARK HUCKSTEP

*+°  7.00PM SAT 10 JAN

Summer Guide +

"Crowded

Jh Live Music
y Trousers”

404 PORT ROAD K3 FACEBOOK.COM/THEWHANGACLUB WWW.WHANGAMATACLUB.CO.NZ

Thanks to generous supporters,
the pool will remain open every
day, with extended hours from 13
December to 31 January 2026 for
the busy holiday season.

Weekdays: 6am - 6pm
Saturdays: 7am - 5pm
Sundays: 10am - 5pm

Public Holidays: Open 10am - 5pm,
except Christmas Day and Boxing
Day, pool is closed

In recent weeks pool staff have in
association with Swimming Waikato
run a Water Safe programme with
approximately 260 year 1-6 students
learning water-based skills that will
help keep them safe.

Our Learn to Swim program has
once again proved popular with
75 youngsters involved, 8 have
qualified to join swim club.

Whangamata Amateur Swimming
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Club has wound up for the year
with 60 active participants, totalling
approximately 120 swims a week.
These young swimmers show

great resilience and commitment,
with training sessions scheduled 3
mornings and 4 afternoons a week,
several swimmers travel from Tairua,
Waihi and Thames to take part.

This year an adult swim fit class
was introduced, this proved to
be a popular innovation with 15
swimmers taking part.

A wide range of holiday activities
are being planned, the regular
Aqguarobics classes will continue
throughout the holiday period every
Monday, Wednesday morning 8:00
- 9:00, and Tuesday evenings 5.00 -
5.45pm, except for public holidays,
newcomers are welcome.

A new event is being planned,
Whangamata Scaffolding Manu

Competition, due to take place on
Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 Jan,
more information to be posted on
our website

Several Inflatable Days are planned;
these are extremely popular and
provide lots of fun and challenges
for our younger patrons.

For those pool swimmers who

are considering ocean swimming
right here on our doorstep, a clinic
is being planned to assist that
transition. This will include coaching
and fitness requirements, practicing
open water swimming techniques
in the pool, choosing and correctly
wearing a wetsuit, entering and
leaving the ocean and learning to
relax in open water.

The pools management committee
and staff thank our regular and
visitor patrons as well as the user
groups who have supported the
pool throughout the year.

2026 will be a defining year as
we await TCDC'’s deliberations
regarding the future funding of
community pools throughout the
Coromandel Peninsula.

One thing is certain, if we are
serious about reducing the number
of preventable drownings, cutting
funding is not the answer, we are

a country of beaches, rivers and
lakes, providing opportunity to
learn aquatic survival skills must be
supported and encouraged.

- Rob Boston, Chairperson
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“GROUND ZERO”

Us ATTHE W

7.00PM SAT 20 DEC

Live Music
"Crowded
Trousers”

33

Mef‘ry Christmas
%

THURS 25 DEC CLUB CLOSED
4 00PM SUN 28 DEC
r{]) Outdoor Live

Music
WITH MARK HUCKSTEP

10AM THURS 1 JAN
World’s 1** Car &
Bike Show

ADULTS $5 SCHOOL KIDS $2
UNDER 5 FREE

FRI @ JAN

Must Go Members
Draw

DRAWN FROM 6PM - 7PM
5.30PM WED 14 JAN

ML Summer Quiz
2’ Night =

QUIZ STARTS AT 6.00PM

xﬂ] “Tim Armstrong

ANGAMATA GLUB

MON 22 DEC

Must Go Members
Draw

DRAWN FROM 6PM

SAT 27 DEC

Super Saturday
Members Draw

DRAWN FROM 6PM - 7PM
TUES 30 DEC

Must Go Members
Draw

DRAWN FROM 6PM

7.00PM SAT 3 JAN
live Music

Band ”

SAT 10 JAN
Super Saturday
Members Draw

DRAWN FROM 6PM

FRI16 JAN

Must Go Members
Draw

DRAWN FROM 7.00PM

DECEMBER 25

JANUARY 26

NEW ZEALAND INC

sky sports TAB

{®){Lunch

FROM 12PM SAT & SUN

LUNCH DAILY FROM
FRI 26 DEC TO SUN 11 JAN
FROM 12PM

{®)(Bar Meals

FROM 3PM DAILY

{&){ Dinner

EVERY DAY FROM 5PM

CLUB
RESTAURANT

FROM 5.30PM FRI TO
SUN

DAILY FROM 5.30PM
26 DEC - 11 JAN

Ay Carvery

EVERY SAT & SUN
FROM 5.30PM

xLeunder

P.07 865 8705
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