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Welcome back to the Irishmen

Golden Valley Road, Waihī, o�  cially 
reopened to through tra�  c last week. 
Closed since May 2023 due to heavy rain 
and wind made the road impassable.

The HDC Project Team, Mayor Toby, NZTA 
and the Contractors involved in this complex 

road rehabilitation stand on the newly 
completed stretch that was washed away.

Golden coloured shears were used to cut 
the ribbon today, reopening of Golden 
Valley Road to through tra�  c after a closure 
of two years due to storm damage.

Mayor Toby Adams  from Waihi happily 
wielded the appropriately coloured golden 
shears as he cut the yellow ribbon to 
o�  cially reopen the road. He congratulated 
the HDC Project Team and all the 
contractors on a job well done.
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Whatever the site, we'll help you 
create the perfect home. 

614 Port Rd, Whangamatā  E: coromandel@jennian.co.nz  P: 07 865 6767

Scott Simpson
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0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Whangamatā News is one of 85 
newspapers in the NZ Community 
Newspapers Association.

On the night of 9 May, at the CNA 
Annual Conference for Awards 
Ceremony in Christchurch, we are 
delighted to announce that we 
won the Best Photographer of 
the Year 2024 and the Best Front 
Covers of the Year 2024 awards.

A huge congratulations to Mark 
James, our photographer, and 
Anna Gledhill, our amazing graphic 
designer!

The judges stated for Best 
Photographer 2024: "The portfolio 
showed a broad range of angles 
and depth. Strong composition 
and stunning colour. Extremely 
high-quality work."

And also for the Best Front pages, 
from the judges: "Whangamatā 
News was the stand-out. It says its 
readers regularly comment on its 
great design and layout, and that’s 
no surprise. I’d certainly pick one 
up. Its contrasting styles were a 
joy; the headlines crisp and clever."

We also came runner-up in the 
Best Community Involvement 

with the exposure and fundraising 
towards our Whangamata RSA 
new Remembrance Wall.

Overall, we are totally delighted 
that our small team of three can 
deliver winning NZ results!

Congratulations to the Ashburton 
Guardian who took out Best 
Community Newspaper 2024 – a 
totally deserved win.

– Jennie Black

On 22 May, Finance Minister Nicola 
Willis delivered the Budget 2025, 
which will confi rm our Government’s 
commitment to responsible 
economic management.

The annual Government Budget 
sets out how taxpayer’s money will 
be invested, as well as outlining the 
Government’s areas of priority. An 
uncertain global economic outlook, 
combined with the hangover from 
years of reckless spending by the 
previous government, mean that 
this year’s Budget will not be a lolly 
scramble.

Since 2019, Government debt has 
increased from $58 billion to $175 
billion in 2024. That amounts to 
$22,000 more in debt for every New 
Zealander. Servicing the interest on 
that debt cost us $8.9 billion last 
year, which is more than we spend 
on Police, Corrections, the Ministry 
of Justice, Customs and the Defence 
Force combined.

Those fi gures make for sobering 
reading, but there is reason for 
optimism. As a Government, 

we’re committed to reducing 
debt through prudent and careful 
spending choices. The economy is 
also steadily recovering and infl ation 
in under control.

Budget 2025 is another step to 
that recovery, and it will continue 
our responsible and predictable 
approach to managing the economy, 
with an emphasis on supporting 
economic growth.

We’ve already made some pre-
Budget announcements which 
will make a meaningful impact in 
the areas most important to New 
Zealanders. From 1 July, we are 
funding teacher registration and 
practising certifi cates which will 
save teachers up to $550. This 
initiative will benefi t around 40,000 
fulltime and part time school and 
early learning teachers in the fi rst 
year, growing to around 115,000 
across three years.

More will be announced when the 
Budget is delivered this week.

– Authorised by Scott Simpson MP, 
614 Pollen St, Thames

Government to deliver 
responsible Budget next week

Breaking news!

Mark James, award-winning photographer for Whangamatā & Waihi News.
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Port Rd, next to Chill Café. Open 10-3 – Phone 021 888 420
228 Main Rd, Tairua.

OPEN  
KING’S 

BIRTHDAY 
10-3

Denis Beaver, businessman, Deputy Chair of the 
WGM Community Board, founder and promoter of 

Kick Down Festival and the Summer Bar. He has 
been a key member of Repco Beach Hop committee. 

Come hear Denis speak about the past few years and 
how he sees the future of Whangamata playing out.

For catering purposes please RSVP
your attendance by email - ew@whangamata.org.nz

Bar will be open and light snacks provided.

Thursday 29 May 2025
5-7pm at Smash Pipi

The Moana House fundraiser is underway. 
They desperately need new beds and 
equipment. The Lions Club of Whangamata 
has started off with a $2000 donation. 
Public donations can go directly to  
Moana House Fundraising account below:

02 0472 0021352 029

Thank you to our generous volunteers  
of Whangamata Lions serving our 
community always!

Can you help?

The team behind the annual Book 
Fair are now well underway with 
preparation for the event over 
King's Birthday weekend.

As you move around Waihi and 
Waihi Beach, it is hard not to miss 
the Waihi Lions signage that is now 
up and advertising this event.

The annual book fair is one of the 
club's major fundraising events 
for the year, with all funds being 
donated back into the community. 
Recent years have seen significant 
donations made to the Lions Cancer 

Lodge in Hamilton and the purchase 
of special chairs for the folk at 
Hetherington house in Waihi.

Event Coordinator Doug Longdill 
says that the club’s long history with 
this event has been a real asset.

‘Over the years, we have developed 
a good understanding of what 
works best for our customers.

We receive great feedback from our 
customers regarding not only the 
range of books we have on offer, but 
also for the way we layout the books 
and puzzles.’

‘This makes it so much more 
convenient for those customers 
who know what authors they want 
to follow, or what subjects they are 
interested in’.

The event is also a positive event 
from a club perspective, as all club 
members can contribute toward its 
success in some shape or form.

As in past years, we greatly 
appreciate the effort and help we 
receive from our Waihi Leos from 
Waihi College provide with setting 
up process.

The Book Fair is held in the Waihi 
Memorial Hall. Books will cost $2 
each unless marked otherwise. 

Doors will open on Saturday,  
31 May, from 9am to 4pm, and on 
Sunday, 1 June, from 10am to 4pm.

For those early birds wanting 
the first pick, we offer an Early 
Purchase Night on Friday, 30 May, 
from 5pm to 7pm, with books $5 
each unless priced otherwise.

– Doug Longdill

Plans underway for 2025 Waihi Lions Book Fair
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For more information, please phone (07) 865 9643
���������������� (General Manager)
353 Tairua Road, Whangamata

MOANA HOUSE & VILLAGE
He whare ahuru — �������������������

Two-bedroom units and one-bedroom 
serviced apartments for sale. 
Please call to view and discuss further.

You will be entering a fully refurbished 
home with 2 bedrooms, an open plan 
lounge/diner and new modern kitchen 
with all new appliances. Heat pump 
in the lounge and under � oor heating. 
Internal access to a single garage with 
laundry. A beautifully kept garden area 
attached to the units,  that is maintained 
by our gardeners. 

Great location close to all amenities and 
the beach.

Also available � one-bedroom serviced 
apartments within the main facility 
building, also under ORA. For those not 
ready for permanent care support but 
want to maintain their independence. We 
can provide services such as medication 
management and meals provision for an 
additional cost. These have one parking 
space available and exit either onto a 
small patio area or into the beautifully 
kept enclosed garden area. 

For more information and to view the 
serviced apartments please contact the 
facility on (07) 865 9643 and we will be 
happy to chat through this option with you.

Moana House Rest Home and Hospital 
has vacancies for those who require just 
a little bit more daily support from our 
wonderful Health Care Assistants and 
Nurses. A nurse is on duty 24 hrs a day 
7 days a week. Personalised Care Plans 
that support spiritual and cultural needs 
to be met as well as assistance with all 
your daily needs.

Our day centre is a great way to get to 
know us and for you to have some social 
activity.

Thinking of spoiling yourself, how about 
using our meals on wheels service. We 
have wonderful volunteers who deliver a 
nutritional meal to your door. Prices on 
enquiry.

A little time away from home or give your 
caregiver a break. We provide respite 
services, where you can come and stay 
for a short time (room availability).

We have a wonderful activity team that 
services the whole site with a variety of 
activities and trips out.

If any of these services sound like you, 
please feel free to give us a call and we 
can chat through the options.


����HOME�������������
Willson Gardens 
Homes for Sale

After eight years of dedicated 
service, Bernie Ross has retired from 
her role as an original Trustee of He 
Mana Toi Moehau Trust (Creative 
Coromandel). 

A respected figure in the 
Whangamatā arts community, Bernie 
is widely known for her beautiful 
harakeke weaving and her passionate 
advocacy for Toi Māori (Māori art).

Throughout her tenure, Bernie 
played an integral role in supporting 
and promoting the arts across the 
Coromandel Peninsula. As a member 
of the Trust’s financial team, she 
was also responsible for the signing 
off of accounts, helping ensure the 
organisation’s operational integrity.

On behalf of Chair Fiona Cameron, 

fellow trustees, members, and 
staff, Creative Coromandel extends 
heartfelt thanks to Bernie for her 
outstanding contribution. Her 
commitment to celebrating and 
elevating Māori arts has left a lasting 
legacy.

In recognition of her service, Bernie 
was gifted the book Toi Te Mana: An 
Indigenous History of Māori Art—a 
fitting tribute to her passion and 
dedication.

While Bernie steps back from her 
governance role, she is expected 
to remain a visible and inspiring 
presence in the local arts scene. We 
wish her all the best for the future 
and look forward to seeing where her 
creative journey leads next.

Creative Coromandel 
farewells founding trustee

Cornerstone  
Consecration

L-R: Terry Walker (Trustee), Bernie Ross, Heather Watt (Trustee and Chair of 
Whangamatā Arts Collective).

Sunday, 25 May, will see 
the consecration of the 
Anglican Church building 
at its usual worship service 
time of 9am.

Vicar Rosie Dell on behalf 
of the parish extends to 
you all a warm welcome 
to mark the consecration 
of, “All Saints Anglican at 
Cornerstone Whangamatā,” 
presided by the Most 
Reverend Bishop Philip 
Richardson, Bishop of the 
Waikato, Taranaki Diocese.

This marks another 
milestone in the progress 
of Whangamata Anglican 
Parish having moved from 
103 Beverly Terrace to its 
new home at 101 Ocean 
Road, adjacent to the op 
shop.

Regular weekly services will 
continue throughout the 
year, using recently installed 
multimedia facilities, making 
the most of modern audio-
visual messaging to express 
the word of God.

– Alistair Page, Verger 
Anglican Church 

Whangamata
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