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Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Monday 26th January
Auckland Anniversary Holiday

Tuesday 27th January 
School office reopens 9am-noon

Thursday 29th January  
and Friday 30th January 

Teacher Only Days,  
office open 9am-3pm

Monday 2nd February
School commences for all students 

Friday 6th February
Waitangi Day public holiday

START OF YEAR INFORMATION

2026 KEY DATES:

PORT ROAD, WHANGAMATA – PHONE 865 8557

The National Party has confi rmed 
Scott Simpson as its Coromandel 
candidate for the 2026 General 
Election.

“I am delighted to have been re-
selected as National’s candidate for 
the Coromandel electorate for the 
2026 General Election.”

“Our electorate is home to many 
towns and communities, each 
with their own opportunities and 
challenges. It is without a doubt the 
best place to live, work and play, and 
representing the people who call it 
home is an immense privilege.”

“As the Local Member of Parliament 
since 2011, this isn’t a role or 
responsibility that I take lightly, and 
I look forward to earning the trust of 

the electorate once again.”

“The Government was elected on 
the promise to get the country 
back on track, and we remain 
focused on growing the economy 
and managing the country’s books 
responsibility. We have cut wasteful 
spending, infl ation is under control, 
and our trade balance is in surplus 
after four years of defi cits.”

“There’s still plenty of work to be 
done, but I am proud to be part of 
a Government which is committed 
to fi xing the basics and building a 
future where New Zealand and New 
Zealanders can thrive.”

– Authorised by Scott Simpson, 
Parliament Buildings, Wellington

Scott Simpson re-selected
One of the Summer Series Pauanui 
still does is the Miss Pauanui. The 
event is a Pauanui legend and very 
popular with the holiday makers. 
From Tiny Master and Miss, Mini 
Master and Miss, Little Master and 
Miss, Junior Master and Miss, Mr 
and Mrs, Teen Master and Miss, 
Master Pauanui and of course Miss 
Pauanui. This event is all about 
having a bit of fun. To proud parents 
and grandparents. The crowd were 
cheering, the judges had a massive 
job, to the contestants giving it 

their best. A fun way in the sunshine 
at the Pauanui Club as part of the 
Pauanui Summer Series fun events. 
Thank you to Outback Surf Shop – 
Pauanui Beach NZ for sponsoring 
this event.

– Pat Courtney

Winners of Miss Pauanui

MISS PAUANUI 2026 WINNERS
1st Sofi a Gonzales, Auckland
2nd Paige Olsen, Kaitaia
3rd Caitlin Watene, Auckland
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FISHING
~ Since 1989 ~

TE   RA SUMMER TIMETABLE
26 DECEMBER – 31 JANUARY

8am–2pm    &    3pm–8.30pm

 $70 Adult        $50 Child

$10 Rod Hire
Bait Available

Have your catch filleted!
BOOKINGS:

Phone Chris or Karyn 
022 643 2515

Email te_ra@outlook.com

Departing Whangamatā wharf 
twice daily

Waihi Police Report Whangamata 
Police ReportBurglaries – Lock It or Lose It

Police have continued responding 
to burglaries at residential 
properties over the holiday period.  

A gentle reminder: even though it’s 
summer, doors and windows still 
need to be locked. Criminals don’t 
take holidays — in fact, they seem 
to enjoy yours.

Please keep an eye on your 
neighbours’ places too. If 
something looks o� , sounds o� , or 
smells o� , call 111. Better safe than 
explaining to someone why their 
TV has gone on an unexpected 
adventure.

Road Rage & Tailgating – Let’s All 
Take a Breath

There’s been a noticeable rise in 
road rage and tailgating. It’s hot, 
everyone’s tired, and the roads are 
busy — but we’re all trying to get 
somewhere without starring in a 
police report.

For perspective:
• 20 km at 100 km/h = 12 minutes
• 20 km at 80 km/h = 15 minutes  

That’s a three-minute di� erence. 
Not exactly worth blowing a gasket 
over. Relax, enjoy the scenery, and 
remember: Karangahake Gorge is 
beautiful when you’re not glued to 
someone’s bumper.

Speed Limit Changes – 
Courtesy of NZTA

Two local speed changes have 

kicked in:
• Parry Palm Avenue (Seddon 

Street to past Dean Crescent): 
now 60km/h

• SH2, Karangahake Gorge 
(Paeroa-side entry to near 
Waitewheta Bridge): now 60km/h

Please adjust your driving. The 
signs are new, but the fi nes are very 
real.

Alcohol – Fun Is Good, 
Fines Are Not

Police have been out and about 
visiting local licensed premises. 
The good news: most people have 
been well behaved and enjoying 
themselves responsibly.

The not-so-good news: some 
people — especially those under 18 
— are still breaching the alcohol ban 
in Waihī and Waihī Beach.

A reminder: supplying alcohol to a 
minor without written permission 
from their legal guardian is an 
o� ence.  

Verbal permission, a wink, or 'she’ll 
be right' does not count.

Police aren’t trying to be the 'fun 
police' — they just want everyone to 
get home safely with their dignity 
intact. Look after yourselves, look 
after your whānau, and if someone 
is drinking in a way that’s clearly 
going sideways, step in early.

– Sergeant Nigel Sanderson, 
Waihi Police

Whangamatā News caught 
up for an in-depth report on 
Whangamatā New Year's Eve 
activities with Inspector Mike 
Henwood, Area Commander for 
the last four years for Christmas 
and New Years here.

He told us "this year seemed to 
be busier than the last couple of 
years ,in terms of total people, 
through Whangamatā and the 
Peninsula, with more vehicles on 
the road. New Year's night itself, 
was a little quieter than last year, 
which was really good, mostly 
due to the number of parents that 
came down to Williamsons Park 
to keep an eye on their kids, that 
was most encouraging, and after 
the midnight countdown they took 
their kids home and that was really 
good".

He told us just under 4,000 
gathered at the park, he had at any 
one point 60 sta�  at the Park. 

However, on New Years night itself, 
"there were no parents supervising 
their kids down there, close to a 
1,000 kids were at the park, a few 
issues arose, as reported in the NZ 
Herald."

"We did fi nd that kids were 
drinking on private properties, 
but we still found kids with large 
amounts of alcohol hidden, and 

generally the intoxication level was 
what we expected for New Year's."

Inspector Henwood went onto tell 
us that the St John Ambulance 
'Safe Zone', fi nanced by TCDC, "six 
people went through there, they 
were so a� ected by drugs and 
alcohol, they couldn't even stand, 
three went to ED, this really shows, 
that those are severely a� ected 
by alcohol and drugs, St Johns is 
great and a wonderful support for 
us and a thankless task."

As for the tra�  c congestion and 
slow vehicles, please, let people 
pass you and pull over wherever 
you can, these are key things to 
stop people getting frustrated. He 
did say "it's a tough time of the 
year, there are alot of opportunist 
thieves, typically a beach house 
unlocked all day, with say 15 to 
20 people staying there, leaving 
fi shing gear and surfboards out all 
day."

Inspector Henwood has an o�  ce 
in Paeroa but manages from 
Matamata up to Whitianga, so 
spends a lot of time on the road 
and will continue for the next busy 
weeks,  he did say "I thank the 
additional forces from Hamilton 
and Auckland, who assisted, and 
have returned home now ".

– Jennie Black, Editor

HELLO
WHANGAMATA
& WAIHI BEACH

VISIT HELLOWORLD TRAVEL - YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL PROFESSIONALS
WITH AGENTS NOW AVAILABLE IN WHANGAMATA & WAIHI BEACH

Helloworld Travel Thames -  
Waihi Beach Village and Town Centre Whangamata 

07 868 9260 thames@travel.helloworld.co.nz  
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WIN  

THESE! 
4 Wall Scultures 

by Clint C

‘Life Saver’ 
Raffle 

All proceeds to WSLSC

$20 ticket, 300 tickets
Purchase at WSLSC or The Little Gallery

Live Draw Sat 24th January 2026
Results published in Whangamata & Waihi News

Sponsored by  
Clint C and

Annual Art exhibition

BIG ARTS DAY OUT

23 - 25
JAN 2026

HARCOURTS ART
CHALLENGE &

Whangamatā Memorial Hall

Artist entry forms online at
www.artscollective.co.nz

Celebrating 10 years of the

Harcourts Challenge
Prize-giving evening 23rd Jan
5pm - 8pm
Tickets from Discover Whangamata

Big Arts Day Out
24th & 25th Jan
10am - 4pm
Koha entry

Whangamata

nn

ss oofffff tttthhhhee

The 10th Annual Harcourts Art 
Challenge: “North East South 
West”

This year marks a signifi cant 
milestone for the Whangamata 
Arts Collective renowned art 
exhibition as it celebrates its 
10th anniversary. Over the past 
decade, the exhibition has 
become a cornerstone of the 
local cultural scene, fostering 
creativity and dialogue among 
artists and audiences alike. 

For its tenth year, the curators 
have chosen a compelling theme: 
“North East South West” - an 
invitation to explore the diverse 
perspectives, journeys, and 
stories that defi ne the artistic 
landscape.

Navigating Directions and 
Identity

The theme “North East 
South West” is more than a 
geographical reference; it is an 
exploration of direction, identity, 
and connection. Artists from all 
walks of life have interpreted 
the concept in a myriad of ways, 
o� ering works that traverse 
physical borders, cultural 
boundaries, and emotional 
terrains. Through sculpture, 
painting, photography,  mixed 

media and the creative writing 
category, visitors will encounter 
art that evokes travel, migration, 
memory, and belonging.

A Decade of Artistic Growth

Since its inception, the 
‘Challenge’ has grown not only 
in scale but in its ambition. 
Each year has presented new 
challenges and opportunities, 
inspiring artists and audiences 
to think critically about place, 
purpose, and expression. The 
tenth anniversary is a testament 
to the event’s enduring relevance 
and to the vibrant artistic 
community it supports. 

The e� ort and energy of the 
Art Collective’s dedicated 
volunteers and unseen workers, 
as well as the generous support 
from local businesses who are 
proud to be associated with the 
creative community, must be 
congratulated for their lasting 
commitment.

Looking Forward

As “North East South West” 
draws visitors from all directions, 
it reminds us that art is a 
universal language — one 
that connects us across time 
and space. The Harcourts Art 

Challenge stands as a beacon of 
creativity, inviting everyone to 
chart their own course through 
the rich tapestry of visual and 
written storytelling. With a 
decade behind it and many more 
ahead, the annual Harcourts Art 
Challenge continues to celebrate 
the power of art to illuminate, 
challenge, and unite.

– Clare Mewse for 
Arts Collective Whangamata

Celebrating a Decade of Artistic 
Exploration

Stall donation 
wonderful
Last week, the Whangamata Sunday 
Market was privileged to be able to 
donate $1000 to our local Whangamata 
Volunteer Fire Brigade. Not only do they 
attend house fi res but also horrifi c car 
accidents, and all sorts of other rescues, 
and we appreciate them immensely. 

The donation comes from stallholder 
fees at our market by the library, which 
is weekly now until the end of April 
and brings our total, since the market 
started, to $18,000 – all supporting local 
community groups. 

If you’d like to join us, the stall fee is $5, 
with kids $3 during the holidays. Call/
txt Suzanne on 022 651 2250 for more 
information.
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$5 Billion Question
Alison Paul paints a pretty picture 
of the bene� ts of Oceania Gold’s 
activities in the Coromandel, and of 
the bene� ts to the community. One 
bene� t mentioned was � ve billion 
dollars plus, of exports. This must be 
gold, as the company has only one 

product. But no mention is made of 
the burning question. Who gets the 
� ve billion dollars? The gold is being 
extracted from Crown land, so if it 
stays where it is, it belongs to us. 
How much of the � ve billion does 
New Zealand get, after it is mined?

Harvey Barraclough
WAIKINO

At 8am on a quiet Wednesday 
morning, 11-year-old Tauranga 
local Cole Hills made history at 
the Whangamata Golf Club�s 
Williamson course. 

Visiting for the holidays and armed 
with new clubs�an early Christmas 
gift�Cole delivered a perfect 
tee shot on the sixth hole of the 
picturesque 9-hole course. The ball 
tracked beautifully, bouncing onto 
the green before disappearing 

into the cup for a spectacular 
hole-in-one. The morning silence 
was broken by the ecstatic yelling 
and cheering of Cole and his Dad 
(Darin). 

After celebrating with a family 
dinner and more rounds of golf, 
the pair plan to mount the lucky 
ball on a trophy upon returning 
to Tauranga to honour the day 
the young golfer conquered the 
course.

Cole aces 6th hole

This year our brigade has 
responded to 115 incidents up to 
Boxing Day. Thankfully our region 
has been spared of any large 
weather events where previous 
years have impacted hugely on our 
resources. 

Medical calls feature high in total 
numbers with alarm activations 
second. Fires and vehicle incidents 
make up the numbers. 

Of note is the rise in battery 
powered equipment calls. Be sure to 
charge with correct matching cords, 
charge in a safe area and disconnect 
once charged. When responding our 
appliances have had some issues 
with locating addresses and gaining 
access. Please ensure you have 
easily identi� ed property numbers 
and vegetation is cut back allowing 
ease for access � .4 metres high and 

wide is the approved gap. Sending 
someone to the entrance can also 
improve response times.

Our volunteer numbers are up 
and down with work and family 
commitments. Ideally, we would 
like to increase our crew to reduce 
the work load on the current crew. 
If interested please contact us. For 
those from out of Whangamat�, 
your own local brigade would also 
appreciate your support. 

Of note this year we congratulate 
OS SO Ralph Pitcher and his family 
for the 60 years of service in our 
brigade this year. A huge sacri� ce to 
family and work over this period.

We wish everyone a safe and 
rewarding new year. 

� Chief Fire O�  cer Nigel Airey

Fire report
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