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Fixing the basics in law and 
order is a key priority for the 
Government, because we need to 
build a present and future where 
people can feel safer in their 
communities.

This has meant taking a tough 
on crime approach, which has 
resulted in the banning of gang 
patches, restoring three strikes, 
giving police more tools to 
go after gangs, and reforming 
sentencing laws to make sure 
people face proper consequences 
for their actions.

I’m encouraged the latest 
crime statistics show that the 
Government’s approach is having 
an e� ect.

There were 49,000 fewer victims 
of violent crime in the year to 
October 2025 than there were 
in October 2023. There has also 
been a 22% drop in serious repeat 

youth o� ending compared to 
when we took o�  ce after the 
2023 General Election.

Moreover, there has been a 
signifi cant reduction in ram raids 
with just 107 recorded last year. 
That’s still too many as each 
ram raid causes emotional and 
fi nancial stress to their victims 
but think back to 2022 when 
it seemed like ram raids were 
occurring every day across the 
country. The current fi gures 
represent an 85% reduction from 
the peak in 2022 when 713 ram 
raids were recorded.

There’s a lot more to do but these 
signs of improvement are good 
for the Coromandel and New 
Zealand, and it shows that we are 
heading in the right direction.

– Authorised by Scott Simpson 
MP, 614 Pollen St, Thames

The Whangamatā Community 
Library has had to close temporarily 
while repair work takes place to fi x 
water leaks. 

The building at 620 Port Road in 
Whangamatā has been subject 
to water leaks for several years, 
including from the roof. Remedial 
works to date have not fi xed 
the leaking. A detailed building 
assessment carried out in the last 
week has indicated that while the 
Council service centre side of the 
shared building can remain open, 
the community library side of the 
building needs to be closed until 
more extensive building work can be 
carried out.

As part of the building condition 
assessment, air and surface samples 
were taken which tested positive 
for mould in the library area and 
in one o�  ce of the service centre. 
This o�  ce has been sealed pending 
remedial work. The rest of the 
service centre is safe for customers 
and sta� .

Our District Library team is working 
with the community library sta�  
and volunteers to fi nd an alternative 
space in Whangamatā for the library 
to continue to serve customers. 
Once those arrangements are in 
place, we'll let the community know. 
In the meantime, due dates have 
been extended and books can be 
returned to the Council service 
centre.

We've also been investigating our 
two Thames o�  ce buildings for 
similar reasons. 

"I'd like to assure the community 
that the parts of our buildings that 
we're keeping open remain safe 
for customers and sta�  to use," 
says Thames-Coromandel District 
Council Chief Executive Aileen 
Lawrie. "We've been patching these 
buildings for a number years now 
and we are investigating whether 
more comprehensive work needs 
to be done to make them fi t-for-
purpose." 

– Michael Dobie, TCDC

Library closed for repairs

P. 07 865 8704  • www.oceansports.co.nz • End of Port Rd at wharf @Whangamata-Ocean-Sports-Club-New-Page
WHANGAMATA OCEAN SPORTS CLUB

It’s finally happened
Due to the usual lack of 
maintenance on our Council building 
which houses the Library and the 
TCDC o�  ces, it is full of mould. So it 
gets shut but a wall away the TCDC 
o�  ces stay open?

My question is for those in charge, 
having tried to get some answers, 
why was the roof not

addressed at least 11 years ago when 
leaks were fi rst noticed. Why do we 
keep patching up in the hope it will 
fi x things?

It would have cost a lot less money 
all those years ago when I was 
on the Community Board and the 
Library Committee, a Committee 
who tried to get a proper fi x to the 
roof back then.

Can our Community please 
have some answers and proper 
consultation when it will be fi xed 

and reopen? It is a vital asset to 
our community and one we have 
worked hard to keep viable.

K. Baker
WHANGAMATA

Thank you
St John Op Shop Whangamata, 
had the pleasure of presenting 
Whangamata Area School with a 
further $950 donation from the sale 
of second hand WAS uniforms. 

100% of the money we receive for 
the uniforms is donated back to the 
school. 

These donations are to assist 
students of any age group, selected 
for school trips. 

Thank you to the community for 
supporting this. 

Karen, Op Shop Manager 
WHANGAMATA

We welcome your letters!  Email to: whangamatanews@gmail.com

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Stats show Government’s 
approach to law and order is 
working
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Burgs, Beach Hop, bad 
weather… & Easter too 

It’s been a busy stretch in 
town, with a bit of everything 
thrown into the mix — 
sunshine, storm clouds, classic 
cars, and a few things we’d 
rather do without.

Beach Hop has brought 
plenty of noise, colour, and 
shiny chrome — and a great 
atmosphere overall. With busy 
streets and lots of visitors, 
it’s a good reminder to keep 
cars locked and valuables out 
of sight while enjoying the 
festivities.

The weather has kept us 
guessing. We’ve had great 
beach days mixed with heavy 
rain and localised flooding. If 
roads are flooded, don’t risk it 
— turning around is always the 
smarter option.

With Easter here, more people 
are traveling, heading away, 
or busy with family plans. 
Empty houses and crowded 
public spaces can attract 
the wrong kind of attention, 
so double‑check doors and 
windows before heading off 
— and resist the urge to post 
holiday plans online until you’re 
home (the chocolate can still 

be shared later).

Yes, fuel prices are painful. No, 
petrol drive‑offs are not the 
solution. They’re still theft and 
can lead to fines, court dates, 
and long‑term consequences 
that last much longer than a 
tank of fuel.

Meet the team: Melissa

Melissa is a dedicated Youth 
Aid Officer serving Waihi, 
Whangamatā, and Tairua, 
with over 21 years of service 
in Police. Known for her calm 
approach and genuine care, 
she’s passionate about making 
a positive difference in the 
lives of young people and 
supporting her community. 
When she’s not at work, 
Melissa enjoys time at the 
beach and making memories 
with her family.

Final Word

Lock it, enjoy it, plan for the 
weather, drive safely, and keep 
it legal. A bit of common sense 
helps keep the town safe, fun, 
and friendly — especially over a 
busy Easter period.

– Rachel Gillingham, 
Community Constable, Waihī/

Waikato East

Waihi Police Report

What a wet and wild Beach Hop 
that was! A huge congratulations 
to the Beach Hop team, including 
all the hard working volunteers 
keeping everyone safe and well 
informed throughout. 

While not the first wet Beach Hop, it 
certainly in my memory of the event 
the most wet and presented the 
biggest risks. A further thank you 
to our visitors and local people for 
adapting to the change. While there 
were some issues identified, there 
were not any issues discovered 
from official entrants or official 
participants of Beach Hop. This is 
consistent with years gone by. 

There have been a few instances 
lately prompting me to remind 
people to keep themselves safe 
while online and interacting with 
strangers online. One line I always 
tell people is “the internet never 
forgets”. Whatever you share online, 
regardless of what platform, chat 
app, socials etc. Chances are it will 
never disappear. Things like private 
or explicit images can be used for 
blackmail and elicit money out of 
people. Keep yourselves and young 
ones safe. Things like ‘disappearing 
messages’ or ‘one time view’ 
messages don’t stop screenshots.

A timely reminder with what is 
going on in the world affecting fuel 

prices to lock your vehicles and fuel 
storage systems if you have one. 
We expect to see fuel theft increase 
in the current situation. Locking 
vehicles makes it more difficult to 
siphon fuel. Parking vehicles for 
example, with the fuel cap side 
against a wall/house so a person 
cannot fit between the vehicle and 
wall is another good prevention 
measure. Good security lighting 
goes a long way and if you have 
cameras, now is a good time to 
check and ensure they are clean and 
functioning as they should.

At the end of February, a teenager 
was hit by a vehicle on his bike at 
the intersection of Barrowclough 
and Rutherford Roads. The vehicle 
failed to remain stopped for the 
clearly injured cyclist and left the 
scene. It is described as a white/
silver sedan with the back left 
wheel being a different colour to 
the rest. The driver was described 
as in his 70’s of European descent 
with a white beard/moustache. Any 
information on the vehicle or driver 
that you may have please pop into 
the station or call 105 quoting the 
file number 260226/0134.

Happy Easter from the team and I.

– Sergeant Will Hamilton, Officer in 
Charge, Whangamata Police

Whangamata 
Police Report
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The Whangamatā Easter Arts Trail 
promises a weekend of creativity 
and inspiration.

Art lovers and visitors to 
Whangamatā are in for a treat this 
Easter season as the Whangamata 
Arts Collective prepares to host its 
much-anticipated Easter Arts Trail. 

Taking place over Saturday and 
Sunday, 4–5 March, the popular 
community event will showcase 
an exciting and diverse range of 
artwork across 10 creative hubs 
throughout the town.

The Arts Trail invites locals 
and visitors alike to explore 
Whangamatā’s vibrant creative 
community, with artists opening 
their studios, galleries, and shared 
exhibition spaces. From painting 
and mixed media to sculpture and 
innovative contemporary works, 
the event promises something for 
every taste and curiosity.

Each hub will feature an artist 
or a group of artists displaying 
their work, offering a wonderful 
opportunity for the public to 
meet the creators, learn about 
their processes, and enjoy the rich 
variety of artistic styles on display. 
The trail highlights the depth of 

talent within Whangamatā and 
creates a welcoming, relaxed 
environment where art can be 
experienced up close. Children are 
welcome so bring the family.

Getting involved is easy. Trail 
flyers are available at Discover 
Whangamatā, and full details can 
also be found on the Whangamata 
Arts Collective website. A QR code 
on the promotional material allows 
visitors to quickly scan and access 
maps and information, making 
it simple to plan their own art 
adventure around the town.

Visitors are encouraged to 
follow the trail, explore the hubs, 
and immerse themselves in the 
vibrant artistic spirit that makes 
Whangamatā such a special 
creative community.

Saturday 
4 April

9am to 2pm
Whangamata 
Fire Station

See you 
all there!

WHANGAMATA LIONS 
Easter Book Sale

Artist open studios
Thanks to Lions’ ongoing support, 
the much-loved Whangamatā Book 
Sale is back this Easter, with a 
strong community focus and a very 
worthy cause.

Hosted by the Whangamatā Lions 
Club, the sale will be held at the 
Whangamatā Fire Station on Port 
Road on Easter Saturday morning. 
This year, all proceeds will go toward 
much-needed equipment upgrades 
at Moana House Retirement 
Village—an organisation at the heart 
of the local community for nearly 
four decades. 

Moana House is currently seeking 
to replace key items to better serve 
its residents. At the top of the list 
is a commercial-grade freezer, 
estimated at $5,500, to replace 
an existing household unit that no 
longer meets demand. Insulated 
food trolleys, costing around $3,500, 
are also needed to ensure meals are 
delivered hot and safely to residents 
across the facility.

The Government's contribution to 
aged care is insufficient to allow 
for replacement of necessary 
equipment hence our regular fund 
raising efforts. The project reflects 
the same spirit of community 
support that brought Moana House 
to life in the first place. 

Established as a Charitable Trust in 
1984, the facility officially opened 
in 1987 with 36 rest home beds. 
Its creation was made possible 

through an extraordinary combined 
effort of fundraising, grants, loans, 
and local generosity—including a 
significant contribution from the 
Whangamatā Lions Club. The Lions, 
alongside dedicated volunteers 
and benefactors, helped raise the 
$750,000 required to match a 
Department of Health subsidy and 
complete the build.

The land itself was generously 
gifted by James and Enid Watt—an 
enduring legacy that continues to 
benefit the community today. Since 
then, Moana House has grown into 
a vital provider of care, offering 
hospital and rest home services, 
including palliative, primary, and 
continuing care. 

It also supports the wider 
community through day 
programmes and Meals on Wheels. 
Following a reconfiguration in 2012, 
the facility now accommodates 47 
beds, including hospital and dual-
purpose care options.

Guided by its mission to provide 
a “caring, safe place” for residents 
and staff, Moana House remains a 
cornerstone of compassionate care 
in Whangamatā.

With the support of the Lions Club 
and the wider community, this year’s 
Book Sale promises not only great 
reads, but another chapter in the 
ongoing story of generosity and 
care.

– Ian Feasey

Book sale for Moana House

Whangamata  |  636 Port Road    |     07 865 8562     |     whangamata@flooringxtra.co.nz

FLOORINGXTRA.CO.NZ

FLOORING TO FLOORING TO 
SUIT YOUR STYLESUIT YOUR STYLE

Phone or email us! We’re measuring & laying! View samples instore!
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Whangamat� News  were privileged 
to meet up with Ian Fulton, Deputy 
Principal of Whangamata Area 
School and Geo� Spargo, Manager 
from Carters Whangamata on the 
new initiative for 9 boys involved 
in the new 'trade academy' coming 
through the school.

Ian told us "we found that last year 
with the Gateway programme, 
they needed more of a hands on 
experience, this new initiative will 
enable them to get work experience 
in a safe environment at school, so 
when they go out and complete 
their Gateway placement on a 
building site or electricians site, they 
will feel con�dent getting on the 
tools, hopefully this will then lead to 
an apprenticeship for all our boys.".

This is a brand new Trade Academy, 
set up only this year, with the 
board's support, and have managed 
to secure the hands on learning 
services of Mr Nick Tautuhi and 
teacher Mr Tony Renshaw. Mr Rangi 
Ormond then takes the lads through 
the theory part of the training for 
a further four time slots. There are 
some substantial projects coming 
up over the course of the year.

Ian approached Geo� Spargo, 
Manager of Carters Whangamata 
for assistance, who give a lot of 
materials throughout the year as do 
Bunnings, both �rms also sponsor 
prizes at the end of year prizegiving.

Carters were keen to get on board, 

and very generously have gifted 
$1800 of tool belts and equipment, 
tools that would be used on a 
building site, the new training builds 
con�dence and hopefully will lead 
to one day placements with a local 
builder from Whangamata, Pauanui 
or Tairua over a 10-week placement.

It's all about turning up to school 
on a Friday, on time, ready to go 
with their boots and equipment, 

just as you would for a workplace 
commitment.

Geo� from Carters told the eager 
group "these work belts, shirts and 
tools gifted from Fox & Gunn, will 
make you feel comfortable with this 
equipment, and when on a work site, 
you know exactly what is needed, if 
you guys do well, you are setting the 
platform for the next lot of boys, so 
this is a big opportunity, take it with 

both hands. 

"That's your future, whether you 
end up getting a job in a trade and 
paying your bills or not having a job 
and not paying your bills!"

Keep following the Whangamat� 
News  as we follow one student per 
month on their progress.

– Jennie Black, Editor  
Photo by Mark James

WWW.WHANGAMATACLUB.CO.NZFACEBOOK.COM/THEWHANGACLUB404 PORT ROAD P. 07 865 8705
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New trade academy for local students
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