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We welcome your letters, 
articles, photos, news tips and 
advertising enquiries.
• We ask that articles be no more than 

250 words, although exceptions can 
be made.

• Photos should be high resolution 
and in focus.

For editorial or photographic matters, 
phone Jennie on 021 0232 1661 or 
email WhangamataNEWS@gmail.com

– a magazine By Locals, For Locals, About Locals

Welcome to the second December 
2023 edition of Whangamata News
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Jennie Black
Phone 021 0232 1661
WhangamataNews@gmail.com
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and may not be reproduced in any form without 
permission from the Publisher. Any material 
supplied for publication is at the submitter’s 
risk. All information is believed to be true by 
the Publisher at the time of printing. Views 
expressed in Whangamatā NEWS Limited are 
not necessarily those of the Publisher.

PUBLISHING
Printed by Beacon Media Group. 
Published by Whangamatā News 2021 Ltd

Whangamatā NEWS www.WhangamataNEWS.nz

To all of our 19 deliverers, 
children and adults, a massive 
thank you for always getting 
the news out on time!

During all weather, holiday 
times and special requests 
from our readers.

– from Jennie, Mark and Anna

for helping us to
GROW BUSINESS

Thank you

THANK YOU to all our
DELIVERY TEAMS

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

For advertising queries 
contact Jennie Black
Editorial/Sales Director 
Phone 021 0232 1661 
or 0272 108 190
jennieablack@gmail.com

Hi, Whangamatā News readers. My 
name is Donna McDonald, and I’m a 
local coloured pencil artist. 

I’m o� ering coloured pencil 
drawings at half price for Christmas 
gifts. These are vouchers which can 
be gifted for Christmas, to receive 
a drawing to be completed during 
2024. 

The drawings are A4 size on acid 
free art paper, unframed so the 
recipient can frame it to suit their 
decor and other framed works. 

A half price voucher will cost $95. 
It can be supplied locally or be 
sent by email to the purchaser or 
direct to the recipient in time for 
Christmas. Get your orders in quick 
and it can be arranged for a stress-
free gift. 

Merry Christmas everyone. 

I can be contacted by email at 
donnaredbeach@msn.com

Affordable art for 
Christmas

Coromandel on Track for 
Cracker Summer
With State Highway 25A re-opening 
and with Christmas and the summer 
holidays quickly approaching it’s 
starting to feel like the Coromandel 
is back on track.

It’ll be great to get back to usual and 
the expectation of a huge infl ux of 
visitors being drawn to our region to 
sample everything we have to o� er. 
Whether it’s a day at the beach, 
hiking our awe-inspiring bush trails, 
or getting out on the water, the 
Coromandel is truly the place to be 
over the holidays.

Don’t get me wrong, the 
Coromandel is spectacular all year 
round, but there’s just something 
special about our summers. I 
particularly enjoy welcoming 
people who are making their 
fi rst visit to Peninsula. It’s usually 
pretty apparent by their reactions 
that a life-long tradition is being 
established and that they’ll soon 
be joining the throngs of visitors 
who make the trek back to the 
Coromandel every year. I hope you 

will join me in encouraging one and 
all to be spending time here over the 
summer and festive season.

In political news, we’ve had an 
exciting few weeks as the new 
government started working to get 
our whole country back on track. 
The Prime Minister outlined our 100 
day plan, which is focused on easing 
the cost of living, restoring law and 
order, and delivering better public 
services. We’re repealing Three 
Waters, getting rid of Labour’s 
prisoner reduction target, and 
disestablishing the Māori Health 
Authority.

Finally, I want to wish the readers 
of the Whangamata News a Merry 
Christmas and all the best for the 
New Year. There’s simply nowhere 
better to recharge, relax, and 
experience the classic Kiwi holiday 
than right here on the Peninsula. 
Stay safe and enjoy yourselves.

– Authorised by Scott Simpson MP, 
614 Pollen St, Thames
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Changing landscape
The sea level doesn't really rise, 
rather, it is the land that changes 
due to volcanic activity and 
earthquakes. 

Leonie Leroy 

Successful open day
St John Op Shop Whangamata 
would like to thank all who came 
and supported us on our open 
day.It was fun and successful in 
creating the awareness of our 
shuttle service and ambulance. 

The sales racks were well received, 
as was the sausage sizzle, which 
New World kindly donated to. 
Thank you, Ricky and your team. 
Also a huge thanks to all the 
volunteer Op shop sta�  who gave 
100% in the day to assist the cause.

Have a wonderful Christmas 
everyone, stay safe.

Karen, Manager

We welcome your letters
We ask that letters be no more 
than 250 words. Email them to 
whangamatanews@gmail.com.

We welcome your letters!  Email to: whangamatanews@gmail.com

WWW.TANGOSSHOES.NZ
Whiti anga 07 866 4465 | Whangamatā 07 865 8088 ��������������

���������
��
��
�	

Whiti anga 07 866 4465 | Whangamatā 07 865 8088

Archies
Arch support 

jandals in 
store now

Christmas can be a difficult time for those whose loved one has died or is 
no longer there for any reason. What is usually a time of joy and celebration 

can be overshadowed by sadness. There may be other hurts, losses and 
disappointments that make this a challenging season for you. It can be 

helpful to take a little time aside in God’s presence to acknowledge your pain.

We invite you to come along to
A Time to RememberA Time to Remember

(Blue Christmas)
Sunday 17 December 2023 at 2.00pmSunday 17 December 2023 at 2.00pm

All Saints Community Church, 103 Beverley Tce, Whangamata

for a short time of reflection, music and prayers 
followed by afternoon tea. Everyone welcome

Vicar Rosie 021 933 624 or rosie@whangamataanglican.org.nz

Christmas can be a difficult time for many reasons, Christmas can be a difficult time for many reasons, 
whatever your loss or hurt, you are invitedwhatever your loss or hurt, you are invited

A Time to Remember...A Time to Remember...

OPEN 24 HOURS – 7 DAYS A WEEK
CASEMENT RD, WHANGAMATĀ  (OPPOSITE WAITOMO FUEL)

Newest machines in town, smart pay, eftpos, best value 
for money, locally owned, laundry service available!

The facts can't be 
ignored
Climate change is happening 
and no amount of right wing 
misinformation will alter the basic 
facts. 

This year will be the hottest year on 
record and extreme weather events 
are happening more frequently and 
with more intensity. 

There are some who refuse to 
accept these facts and talk about a 
wide spectrum of climate opinion. 
99% of scientifi c research supports 
the need for the planet to reduce 
emissions. 

You can talk about the hypocrisy 
of others, about commitments to 
curtain the pollution not being 
fulfi lled or that some predictions 
were overstated, but the basic fact 
is that the polar ice is melting and 
glaciers are retreating. 

These facts can't be ignored and 
we will leave our planet in a far 
worse state than when we inherited 
it, if we don't reduce our emissions.

John Lipscombe
WHANGAMATĀ

Humpback car park!
Ratepayers deserve an answer.

Can anyone in the Council explain 
what is happening at Island View 
Reserve?

This carpark is not what we lobbied 
for while I was on the Community 
Board. It is a disgrace and a waste 
of our money to end up with 
something that looks like this.

We must have the only humpback 
carpark in NZ and certainly the most 
untidy one. Hundreds of thousands 
of dollars have been spent on this 
mess and it's time the engineer who 
designed it stood up and explained 
why it ended up like this and what is 
happening to fi x it?

Not only do we have a footpath to 

nowhere (other than around a tree) 
but now an unusable carpark.

Our Community deserves better.

K. Baker
WHANGAMATĀ

Thank you
I would like to express a huge thank 
you to Dr. Michael Miller for his 35 
years of unfailing service to our 
community. For his foresight into 
ensuring that we have a fi rst class 
medical service here in Whangamata 
and his caring for us whenever we 
needed it.

Thank you Michael, enjoy your 
retirement, you have surely deserved it.

K. Baker
WHANGAMATĀ
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In a community like ours, local 
business support is key to making 
things happen, whether it’s events 
or ensuring facilities are available 
for residents.

The Whangamatā Real Estate 
Community Pool is no exception. 
Here, we chat with Murray Cleland, 
owner of Whangamatā Real Estate, 
about his organisation’s naming 
rights sponsorship of the pool 
and why it’s so important for our 
community.

Tell us about how your relationship 
with the pool started?

Here at Whangamatā Real Estate, 
we’ve been involved with the pool 
for about 8 years.

As happens in a wonderful 
community like Whangamatā, we 
knew the Chair of the Pool

Committee at the time and took on 
the naming rights sponsorship when 
it became available.

We sponsor around 20 
organisations and activities in 
Whangamatā, and the pool is one of 
our key partnerships.

What motivated you to invest in the 
pool?

We see the pool as being a key 
facility for the children of the 
town. Learning to swim is such 
an important life-skill, especially 
given where we live. Our motivation 

is aligned with that of the Pool 
Committee: to ensure all local 
children have an opportunity to 
learn to swim and be competent in 
the water.

What do you feel is the key benefit 
to your business of sponsoring the 
pool?

We’ve been helping families make 
memories in Whangamatā by 
buying and selling homes and 
baches here for over 70 years, and 
we have invested in the town for an 
equal length of time.

Our Real Estate specialists are all 
community members, and a lot of 
those who have worked for our 

company over the years have also 
been involved in our community 
facilities. Our own Sharon Laurenson 
was there when the pool opened… 
likely running raffles to fundraise! It’s 
a key part of our local history.

We pride ourselves on supporting 
our community by making activities 
and facilities available to our 
residents and bach-owners. We 
hope that people recognise this, and 
place importance on this sense of 
community when it comes time to 
Buy or Sell.

Tell us about your relationship with 
the Pool Committee Volunteers and 
Management.

We commend the committee; 
they’re doing a great job of running 
the pool. The addition of heat 
pumps in 2021 making the pool 
available year-round was a big 
project, and the Committee has 
many more big projects in the 
wings. We’re proud to support their 
vision for the pool.

Thanks Murray!

DECEMBER AT YOUR  
COMMUNITY POOL
SUMMER INFLATABLE DAY!  
Friday, 15 December, 2023.

Check our Facebook page for future 
dates!

AQUA PROGRAMME

AquaFit (45 minutes): Wednesday 
& Friday mornings, 8am.

AquaAerobics (45 minutes): 
Tuesdays, 5.30pm.

Classes continue throughout 
December, and will run on Boxing 
Day.

Whangamata Amateur Swim Club: 
Squad and SwimFit last sessions 
Friday, 15 December and restart 
February, 2024; see Facebook page 
for 2024 enrolment.

Learn-to-Swim: Lessons restart in 
February, 2024; see whangapool.
co.nz for 2024 enrolment.

Whangamata 
Craft Bee r & Gin Festival
Sunday 4th February 2024
from 12:30
1100 Port Rd, Whangamata
Te Titoki Reserve Marquee

Craft Beer, Gin, 
Cider, Cocktails 

& Wine from 
Coromandel, 

Waikato, Auckland, 
Geraldine, Rotorua 

& Marlborough

Dance the 
afternoon away 
with music by 

Tim Armstrong 
and his band

Tickets on 
sale NOW! 
$40 general 

access tickets 
available from 

AAATicketing.com

Brought to you by the Whangamata Ocean Sports Club

STRICTLY 
18+ EVENT

Live shows & entertainment
Families welcome!

Anyone can join, come see us today

OPEN 7 DAYS from 11am
(until the end of January)

P. 07 865 9419 www.whangamatarsa.com@whangamatarsa

Everyone welcome
Lunches

daily 11am-3pm 
Dinner from 5pm

OPEN 7 DAYS
LUNCH, DINNER & TAKEAWAYS

Thai & 
European 

Cuisine

OPEN 7 DAYS

4PM

NEW YEAR’S EVE

8PM

3-piece
Dance Band
COME DANCE & PARTY WITH US!

Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year 

from Whangamata RSA
Closed Christmas Day 

& Boxing Day

NOT A MEMBER YET?
Our RSA is family friendly and 

encourages all members of your 
family to be involved. We have 
a FREE Kids Club and games 

Cornhole, Quoits and Jenga out 
for all to use. Our library has a 
range of kids’ & adults’ books.

Kevin 
Greaves

SUNDAYS 
7 & 14 

JANUARY

Key facility has great support
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WWW.WHANGAMATACLUB.CO.NZFACEBOOK.COM/THEWHANGACLUB404 PORT ROAD P. 07 865 8705

Restaurant
Friday – Sunday 

from 5.30pm

Dinner Menu
From 5pm daily

Bistro
Monday – Friday from 3pm

Saturday & Sunday from 12pm

Open 
daily from 

11am

Our new
Summer Menu 

is out now!

iinn  tthhee   

CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS  EEVVEE  
77PPMM——WWIILLLLIIAAMMSSOONN  PPAARRKK  

Family  
entertainment  

for all! 

Proudly sponsored by 

ALTOGETHER BETTER 

Once again, this Christmas Eve, 
Carols in the Park will be a must 
see and family participation 
event. 

A talented front line team will 
present great entertainment 
with Compere Aisne Edwards, 
following her brilliant season 
of the play, ‘Life South Of The 
Bombays’, joined by Denise 
Boston as producer, and Sandy 
Snooke song writer and songster, 
returns as musical Director. 

This year will see the carolling 
rearranged from the usual format, 
however the old favourites are still 
included. Watch out for the rock 

‘n’ roll dancers, lucky draw prizes, 
Santa’s arrival before heading o�  
on his usual Christmas rounds and, 
of course, the Christmas message 
address by Vicar Rosie Dell.

This wonderful family 
entertainment is made possible by 
the help of our generous sponsors: 
Bayleys Real Estate, TCDC, 
Enterprise Whangamata. 

Come one, come all, roll up for 
the 7pm start on Sunday 24 
December, Williamson Park, 
Whangamatā.

Proceeds to the Community 
Service Centre, Whangamatā.

Carols in the Park SH25A to open next week
11 months after Gabrielle, TCDC 
and NZTA (Waka Kotahi) rallied to 
construct a new bridge in record 
time. 

This vital infrastructure not only 
reconnected isolated areas but 
paved the way for economic 
rejuvenation. The bridge serves as a 
gateway, inviting visitors to explore 
the community's unique charm and 
natural beauty. Local businesses, 
once struggling, can now benefi t 
from the increased tourism. 
Opening SH25AA provides grater 
accessibility for trade, health, school 
and visitors. The bridge stands as 
a testament to the relationship 
with Council, NZTA (Waka Kotahi), 
Government and the community's 
strength, fostering unity and o� ering 
a brighter future. Through adversity, 
they've all built a bridge to foster 
prosperity and a stronger, more 

connected community.

We will celebrate!

– Terry Walker, Deputy Mayor

“We all know it’s not been an easy 
time for us on the Coromandel 
Peninsula, but a huge thanks goes 
out to the New Zealand Transport 
Authority and their contractors for 
turning the problem into a lasting 
solution three months ahead of 
schedule and under budget!

This will enable us and our visitors 
to the peninsula to fi nally enjoy a full 
on Summer.

Come on New Zealand, the 
Coromandel Peninsula has the 
country’s best beaches, fi shing and 
attractions; we’re open for business 
and we welcome you all!”

– Patrick Kerr, Chairman, Enterprise 
Whangamata Business Association
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Living the lifestyle,  
 loving the choice...

82 Richmond Street, Thames
0800 868 5484

www.richmondvillas.co.nz

A Lifestyle Village in Thames 
on the Coromandel

All apartments are within walking 
distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and 
walkways. The perfect location to 
enjoy your fun-filled retirement.

Our open plan, single level 
apartments feature covered balconies 
with fantastic views of the sea, 
Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, 
lounge, bedroom and bathroom offer 
stylish warmth and light. All residents 
enjoy scenic views from each level’s 
shared lounges, use of the Village 
Community lodge and participation 
in all activities and amenities at your 
leisure.

AVAILABLE NOW:
• TWO BEDROOM VILLAS 
• ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 

ON LEVEL 3
• ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 

ON LEVEL 2
ENQUIRE TODAY!

Phone us 
to view by 

appointment

Come and experience 

the difference!

…and we have goodwill in 
abundance in Whangamatā!

Toes in the Water Whangamata is 
a volunteer community initiative 
which enables free access to 
our beautiful beach for those 
who require assistance dipping 
their ‘toes in the water’ using 
beach accessible equipment and 
matting.

In preparation for the summer 
season Gary Clarkson Contractors 
and Menzshed kindly assisted Toes 
in the Water to get the access 
cleared of sand and ready for 
beach goers.Another weather 
bomb and the beach matting 
was lost down the beach! The 
Whangamata Fire Service came to 
the rescue. At what was very busy 
time for them, they managed to 
retrieve the matting and store it 
safely away.

In grateful appreciation, the Toes 
in the Water committee decided 
to put on a thank you supper 
for the Fire Service. When the 
Whangamata Club heard about 
this they kindly prepared and 
donated savories for the occasion. 

When Toes in the Water get the 
matting down again (hopefully in 
the next few weeks) a donated 
blower will be used to keep the 
pathway free from sand build-up 
along with the tools donated by 
Bunnings. Local resident, Brian 
Pemberton, kindly serviced the 
blower. Whangamata Service 
Centre have donated the required 
fuel, along with the offer of any 
ongoing repairs and maintenance. 
The Whangamata Surf Lifesaving 
Club have offered their support 
also.

The assistance the initiative has 
received has been testament to 
the great community we live in.

The Whangamata Club, RSA, Luv 
Coffee, Port Rd Bakery, Corner 
Store Estuary Store, Whangamata 
Information Centre, Unichem, 
Whangamata Sports Bar and Chill 
Café all continue to support Toes 
in the Water by hosting donation 
boxes.

Bookings can be made online 
www.toesinthewater.co.nz or call 
027 885 8939.

‘Tis the season...

RSA 500 CARD CLUB

29 November: The winner on the day was Snow and David won 
the raffle and chocolate bar.

6 December: The winner on the day was Robert and Michael won 
the raffle. Helen won the chocolate bar.

TABLE TENNIS

7 December: Playing at the Whangamata Club were Roger Wolfe, 
who won 10 of 11 games, Wayne Broome won 9 games and, in 3rd 
place, Murray Lambert won 8 games. Well done everyone. 

Table tennis is on Thursdays at 12.50 – all welcome.

Sports results
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Last week, Jennie, Mark and Gavin 
from Enterprise Whangamata 
Business Association gave 
Humphrey a much needed 
makeover. 

It's been a harsh winter for his coat, 
his membrane suffered some mean 
conditions, but he is back ready to 
view and photograph in all his glory. 

If you didn't know, here is some 
background to our favourite sea 
elephant. Thanks to everyone that 
gave us more than 150 likes and 
comments.

There was an element of excitement 
for us and our communities, at the 
end of July 2021, when a recycled 
fibreglass sculpture of Humphrey, 
the elephant seal found its way to 
a most appropriate resting place –
near the foreshore by the causeway 
Whangamatā. 

This fibreglass sculpture was 
originally made just over 
three decades ago by a local 
Whangamatā surfboard maker, 
Anderson Surfboards. It took pride 
of place in the Annual Labour 
Weekend parades. 

In 2021, Menzshed strengthened 
his insides and made him viable for 
public admiration. Many thanks to 
Whangamata Woodworks who gave 
him a new look.

When Humphrey first arrived at 
Whangamatā in the early 1980's. 
Humphrey then spent the next 
several years visiting this stretch of 
coastline – known as Coromandel's 
eastern seaboard – considered 
unusual for an elephant seal to be 
seen so far North from the Antarctic. 

Humphrey (temporarily named 
Willie on first arrival at Tuhua or 
Mayor Island) came as a surprise 
to local residents from far and 
wide – Tairua, Pauanui, Opoutere, 
Whangamatā, Otahu, Bowentown, 
down to Katikati and even reported 
at Tauranga enjoying a spot of 
Mount Maunganui surf and sand. 
He became a much loved marine 
mammal by many. 

Humphrey's choice of place and 
activity – sunbathing, sleeping on 
the sand, a favourite, along with a 
spot of surfing. 

Enjoy, everyone! He is back, in style.

- Jennie Black

Humphrey is ready for Christmas!
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MONDAY 25/12

MONDAY 01/01

MONDAY 08/01

TUESDAY 26/12

TUESDAY 02/01

TUESDAY 09/01

WEDNESDAY 27/12

WEDNESDAY 03/01

THURSDAY 28/12

THURSDAY 04/01

WEDNESDAY 10/01

FRIDAY 29/12

FRIDAY 05/01

THURSDAY 11/01

SATURDAY 30/12

SATURDAY 06/01

7.00am

8.00am

7.00am

8.00am

7.00am

8.00am

CHRISTMAS DAY

NEW YEARS DAY

HIIT

SPIN BIKE

BOXFIT

SPIN BIKE

SPIN BIKE

HIIT

HIIT

BOXFIT

SPIN BIKE

SPIN BIKE

SPIN BIKE

HIIT

BOXFIT

BOXFIT

SPIN BIKE

SPIN BIKE

SPIN BIKE

HIIT

HIIT

BOXFIT

SPIN BIKE

SPIN BIKE

SPIN BIKE

HIIT

BOXFIT

SPIN BIKE

SPIN BIKE

GROUP FITNESS

TIMETABLE

CLASSES INCLUDED IN YOUR MEMBERSHIP
CASUALS WELCOME $16.50 / $14 WITH STUDENT ID

GYM DOORS OPEN 24/7
104 LINDSAY ROAD (OPPOSITE SKATE PARK/BMX TRACK

ADVERTORIAL

We love being locals and provide 
a home away from home for the 
littlest members of our beautiful 
beach town. We welcome children 
from 3 months through to 5 years 
and open throughout the year. We 
embrace the relaxed beach culture 
of our community and strive to be 
an extension of home. 

We provide meaningful 
opportunities for children to learn 
by o� ering real life experiences. 
With excursions into the 
community, gardening projects 
and weekly cooking children are 
making valuable connections 
with nature, home and their wider 
world.  

Alongside our Tui Time School 
Readiness programme where we 
prepare children with foundational 
numeracy and literacy skills 
children develop the skills they 
need to thrive at Primary School 
and beyond!

Open from 8am – 5pm Monday to 
Friday throughout the year.

We o� er:

• Open 8am - 5pm every weekday

• Tui Time School Readiness 
Programme

• Experienced tight-knit team of 
passionate teachers

• Beautiful indoor and outdoor 
environments 

Our families enjoy spending time 
at the beach, taking life slow and 
are big fans of supporting locals - 
all things we love too! 

Contact us today to book a tour, 
we’d love to show you around!
107 Casement Rd, Whangamata
(07) 865 9590
whangamata@best-start.org

Come learn with us at BestStart Whangamata! 
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• 62 people home for Christmas! Last season our lifeguards patrolled for over 5500 hours, 
rescued 62 people, and assisted an additional 61 to safety, with 173 preventative actions taken 
which impacted 6,600 people. Of the 10 � rst aid incidents recorded, two were transported by 
ambulance to hospital. Our team also provided educational services to over 200 children through 
our Junior Surf programme.

• Always swim between the � ags. If you see someone in trouble, call 111 and ask for Police.

• Want to be a lifeguard, patrol support, general volunteer or social member? 
Email us on manager@whangamatasurf.co.nz

www.whangamatasurf.co.nz

Cnr Lowe Street & Esplanade Drive
Whangamata
manager@whangamatasurf.co.nz
(07) 865 8401

WHANGAMATA
SURF LIFE SAVING

Summer CalendarSummer Calendar

 To  all of our sponsors, members, supporters and friends; we couldn�  do what we do without you.
Thank you from the bottom of our collective hearts. Wishing everyone a safe and happy holiday season.

DECEMBER 2023 / JANUARY 2024
JUNIOR SURF 

SEASONS

Shoulder Season: 
Every Sunday from 

Labour weekend until 
17 December

Peak Season: 
20, 21, 22 & 23 December
no JS 25, 26 & 31 December

27, 28, 29, 30 December 
no JS 1, 2 January

3 to 28 January
Wednesday – Sunday. 

Note there is no Junior Surf 
Monday or Tuesday

Prizegiving and
close down: 

Sunday 28 January 2024

WEDNESDAY
27 DECEMBER

Bar open
4pm-7pm daily
Members only

Social membership 
$40-00 per person.

MONDAY
1 JANUARY 

Annual 
c� lection

Keep an eye out for 
our lifeguards late this 
afternoon as we drive 

around the streets with 
sirens blaring!

Come out and see us! 

We will be carrying 
donation buckets and 
pay wave machines

FRIDAY
29 DECEMBER 

Surf Club Classic Harbour Swim
(a WhangaWeek® event) 

9am. $30-00 pp. 
Register at the surf 
club from 8am.
*swim caps compulsory

FRIDAY
19 JANUARY

Whangamata Real Estate 
Sandcastle Competition

10am-12pm, gold coin 
donation entry per person.

Bring the whole family 
down to the Whangamata 

main beach for a sandcastle 
building battle!

‘A Whangamata Real Estate Event’

SATURDAY
30 DECEMBER 

Surf Club Beach Fun Run & Walk
(a WhangaWeek® event)

5pm. $10-00 pp. 
Register at the surf club from 4pm. 

SATURDAY
27 JANUARY

Quiz Night! 
$35-00 per ticket buy online @

whangamatasurf.co.nz from 27 December 
2023. Note no ticket sales on night. 

Numbers strictly limited; R18

PATROL TIMES
Patrols run every weekend
from Labour weekend until 
Easter and during the week

from 11 December 2023
until 16 February 2024.

South beach flagged area 
patrols operate 

25 December until 
14 January 11am until 5pm.
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ACCOMMODATION
Two x two nights at Palm Pacific Resort, 413 Port Road, 
Whangamatā, New Zealand www.palmpacificresort.com
Conditions: Only available between 11 to 17 December, 2023. 
May be available at other times please check with hotel. 
Price is for 2 people – $30 per extra person.

DINNER
For two at Craft Haus to the value of $80, meal and 
drinks. Craft Haus Gastropub | Good food. Good beer. 
Great times. www.crafthauswhanga.co.nz

BREAKFAST
For two at Whanga Bar. Bacon, eggs, hash brown 
and coffee to the value of $50. 
www.facebook.com/whangabarandcafe

ACTIVITY
Whangamatā Cycles E-bike hire for two for 2 hours – 
Your choice of the Peninsula Lookout ride, Mountain 
Bike Park ride or Wentworth Valley ride & swim. 
www.whangamatacycles.com

$50 GIFT VOUCHER
From Whangamatā Information Centre – take home a 
souvenir. www.whangamatainfocentre.co.nz

COROMANDEL CHOCOLATE
A free block of the irresistible Coromandel Chocolate 
delivered to your hotel room. 
www.coromandelchocolate.co.nz

1

2

3

4

5

FREE

Whanga BarWhanga BarWhanga Bar
& CAF

Whanga BarWhanga Bar
E

Whanga Bar

Offer is valid from 1/12 to 24/12 and is subject to 
availability and possible change of accommodation.COST $950 includes GST

FOR MORE DETAILS OR TO BOOK GO TOwww.whangamata.org.nz

Unleash your creativity at a 
fun mixed media art workshop! 
Explore the vibrant world of  
Frida Kahlo with local artist 
Heather Watt.

Book a space for an unforgettable 
mixed media art workshop, where 
Heather will guide you through 
the process of making your own 
Frida inspired artwork. What a fun 
holiday activity. It would suit ages 
13-100.

Step into the surreal and colourful 
universe that Frida Kahlo brought 
to life in her art. Heather will help 
you explore Frida's life, and the 
symbolism within her work.

Mixed media magic: Learn how to 
blend different artistic techniques, 
including painting, collage, and 
more, to create your own unique 
Frida-inspired masterpiece.

All skill levels welcome: Heather 
will tailor the workshop to your 
level of experience.

Local artist and educator, Heather 
Watt, has years of experience in 
the art world and will guide you 
throughout this workshop. A fun, 
relaxed environment providing the 
opportunity to create.

"I am my own muse, I am the 
subject I know best. The subject I 
want to better." – Frida Kahlo

The workshop is taking place 
from Friday, 5 January through 
to Sunday, 7 January, 10-3pm 
at Kea iti Studio, Whangamatā. 
The cost is $150 per day Includes 
all art supplies, light lunch and 
refreshments. Discount for group 
bookings.

To book your seat or further 
enquiries, please contact Heather 
at 027 388 8007 or email at  
heather.watt.create@gmail.com

Discover your 
inner Frida!

Destination Hauraki Coromandel 
(DHC) is the marketing arm of 
Thames Coromandel and Hauraki 
District Councils. Suffice to say 
it hasn’t been that easy for them 
these last 12 months. Tough to sell 
a place that’s hard to get to.

In truth our numbers are down 
in comparison to the rest of New 
Zealand but the story is definitely 
improving and having our road 
back will make a huge difference.

Tasked to grow visitation, DHC 
has received some healthy central 
government help by way of grants. 
One of which has been developed 
into a nationwide campaign called 

The Coromandel Cure. Created 
and managed by international 
ad agency DDB Needham, The 
Coromandel Cure Campaign is 
now in full swing with several local 
businesses participating. Never one 
to let a chance go by, Enterprise 
Whangamata your local business 
network decided that it would be 
a perfect opportunity for some of 
our 80 plus members. Enterprise 
Whangamata’s intent is not just 
to sell product for members but 
also to capitalise on the campaigns 
budget to keep the town on the 
radar.

Introducing ‘The Whanga Pack’: 

a unique package that includes 
luxury accommodation, two of our 
best restaurants, an electric bike 
hire for two, a souvenir from the 
info centres and a free Coromandel 
Chocolate bar. With Christmas 
coming it’s the perfect gift for 
those relatives and friends you love 
to see but love them even more 
when they stay somewhere else. 

You can learn more by visiting the 
Enterprise Whangamata website, 
www.whangamata.org.nz and look 
for the ‘The Whanga Pack’ button 
on the homepage. 

You can also contact Shaun Fay on 
027 931 7157.

The Whanga Pack is stacked with value
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The Southpacific Motel & Conference Centre

249 Port Rd, Whangamata  •  07 865 9580  •  thesouthpacificnz@outlook.com  •  www.thesouthpacificmotel.co.nz

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Call Carly or KB (07) 865-9580  

– or better still, pop down to check 
it out & say gidday as we are loving 

meeting locals! 

Nestled in sub-tropical gardens, we have a purpose-built 
conference facility that can cater to groups of up to 25 people.

The on-site conference centre has wireless internet, data 
projector and screen, whiteboard and flipchart.

Equipped with tables, chairs, tea & coffee facilities, outdoor 
bbq area, commercial kitchen & bar area also available for use.

Are you looking for somewhere to entertain your staff for 
Chrissy, a conference, training day, or family affair? 

Whangamatā Area School student 
Tyler Higgins proudly presented his 
grandparents with his Hundertwasser 
inspired artwork last week. 

Completed during his Year 8 options 
class with art teacher Ursula Purdy, 
Tyler’s art holds a special place in his 

grandparents' hearts. 

Whilst on their OE, Tony and Jeanette 
landed themselves jobs aboard 
Hundertwasser’s vessel the Regentag. 
They were part of the crew who 
brought her over from Europe when 
Hundertwasser moved to New Zealand. 

Hundertwasser inspires Tyler

The Whangamata Ratepayers 
Association (WRA) has presented 
the results of the WRA survey 
2023 to both the Community 
Board, Thames Coromandel District 
Council (TCDC), Mayor Len Salt and 
councillors. 

To view the presentation please 
visit the WRA website:  
www.whangamataratepayers.org.nz.

The mayor congratulated WRA on 
an excellent survey and stated that 
he would reach out to the WRA 
and set up an independent meeting 
and go through the survey results in 
more detail.

To date the WRA have received 
no communication from the Mayor 
or TCDC despite contacting the 
mayor’s office and requesting the 
meeting as stated.

WRA are very concerned that once 
again, Whangamatā will receive very 

little funding from the $20million + 
of rates collected annually. TCDC 10-
year long term plan (LTP) is being 
drafted and unfortunately some 
projects planned are not a priority 
highlighted in the survey.

The survey highlighted that no 
further new projects be undertaken 
by TCDC, in the Whangamatā 
area, until satisfactory repairs and 
maintenance of existing run-down 
council assets are completed.

On many occasions the WRA have 
asked the Council where and what 
the Whangamatā rates are spent 
on. To date they have not received 
a response. The survey highlighted 
that the ratepayers and residents 
of Whangamatā want more 

transparency around where and 
what their rates are spent on.

WRA have presented to TCDC a 
concept that the local community 
would provide support to upgrade 
some of the run-down council 
assets i.e., Dune Care with planting, 
Harbour Care planting, weeding 
beach and estuary areas, etc. 
The Port Road seats and viewing 
platforms in Hunt Road were 
identified as being areas that 
required work, Gail as a member of 

WRA worked with Menzshed and 
Council to produce the repair work 
plan.

Menzshed are currently repairing 
and upgrading council seats and 
benches in Hunt Road, and some 40 
other benches in the town centre.

WRA is doing considerable work 
behind the scenes on behalf of the 
residents of Whangamatā and will 
continue to seek co-operation from 
the Mayor and TCDC.

The Menzshed are currently upgrading seats and viewing platforms in Hunt 
Rd.The photos above are of the viewing platform before and a work in progress. 

WRA Survey 2023 update
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CELLAR DOOR HOURS:
THURS: 2 - 6PM

FRI & SAT: 12 - 6PM
101B WINIFRED AVE

Behind Whanga Bar cafe

www.saltdistrictbrewing.co.nz

Surf Boat series did not disappoint

The Whangamata Classic is the 
second stop in the five-event New 
Zealand Surf Boat Series - an action-
packed series of Surf Boat racing 
held at key competitions throughout 
the season and is designed to 
celebrate the comradery and 
competition of Surf Boats while 
finding the most committed and 
consistent crews

Crews accumulate points across all 
five events, with the highest number 

of points accrued from up to any 
three events used to determine 
overall rankings. Crews must attend 
minimum of two events to be 
eligible to accrue points towards the 
series.

A fantastic day on Saturday, 9 
December, loads of action, colour 
and skill and photographed by 
Whangamatā News.

– Photos by Mark James

The WSLSC Classic Harbour Swim is back!
A Whanga Week® Event, proudly sponsored by Golden Homes.

Date:	 Wednesday, 29 December 2023 
Registrations:	 From 8am, in the Whangamata Surf Lifesaving Club, 
	 corner Lowe Street & Esplanade Drive, Whangamatā 
Briefing:	 8:15am at the Surf Club (compulsory) 
Entry fee:	 $30 per person

Circa 1.9 km course – open to beginners to advanced swimmers. Swim 
caps compulsory. Prizegiving will be held in the Whangamata SLSC 
clubrooms at 10am. Winners prizes, oldest/youngest and spot prizes.
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Hey there, holidaymakers! How is the new council waste 
collection going so far? Thought so.
We understand your frustration; it doesn’t have to be this way. If you’re looking for a simpler waste collection service at a competitive price 
(without the need for bin tags), contact us for information about our Bach Bin service, designed specifically for the holiday period.

You relax, we’ll do the rest: 0800 424 990 

Choose between a 120-litre bin for $151.20 + GST or a 240-litre bin for $223.20 + GST. We’ll arrange delivery, and after each service, we 
will place the bin back inside your boundary in case no one is home.”

 email:  sales.support@smartenvironmental.co.nz

This weekly Bach collection offer is available in Pauanui and Whangamata on Mondays, and in Tairua and Whitianga on Tuesdays.              
The collection period is from December 11th to March 19th.

This is the evening when we are 
all gather together to recognise 
the volunteers of the Pauanui 
Community and Pauanui Club that 
are the heart and soul of our great 
community that work many hours 
of voluntary labour to help maintain 
and operate this great community.

The evening has two categories.

A volunteer nominated from 
the Pauanui Club - Sub Club 
and an individual or a group in 
the community who has given 
exemplary service to Pauanui for the 
Experience Community Awards

Nominations this year from the 
Pauanui Club were: Garden Club 
Sarah Kilpatrick, Golf Club Jimmy 
Bu� ett, Christine Meinhold, Wendy 
Fulton, Brian James, Peter Maxwell, 
Ken Philp, Andy Bolton, Bridge 
Club Jenny Prince, Focus Club 
Frank Coulter, Outdoor Bowls Anne 

Hunter, Senior Nett Dave Parkin. 

Congratulations Andy Bolton taking 
out the Pauanui Club overall award. 
Andy has done many hours on the 
clubs golf course. Andy is the key 
liaison between the golf club, the 
green keeping sta�  and the Club 
management for the maintenance 
and development of the combined 
course.

Nominations this year from 
Experience Pauanui were: Pop 
Taipari, Gary Thom, Frank Coulter, 
Pauanui Volunteers Fire Brigade, 
Janet Currie, Paula Leen & Mandy 
Alexander, Peter & Linda Millen, 
Martin Hopkins, Phil Wilson and Pat 
Courtney. 

Congratulations to the Pauanui 
Volunteer Fire Brigade taking out 
Experience Community Award. 
Exceptional community service 
during and post Cyclone Gabrielle. 

Welfare checks, distribution and 
preparation of food, shelter if 
needed, communication and 
assistance was provided above and 
beyond the duties required as part 
of FENZ. 

Congratulations to David Yeomans 
winning the Volunteer ServiceAward 
for voluntary service around the 

club. David gives his dedicated time 
in the Open Mic Nights. 

An encouraging talk was given 
by TCDC Councillor Terry Walker 
highlighting the imporance of 
volunteers in the community.

A big thank you to our great MC 
Warren Male.

Pauanui Volunteers Night

Volunteers award winner Pauanui Volunteer Fire Brigade and Andy Bolton.

Volunteers winners Darren Steel and 
Andy Bolton.

Life member John Courtney 
presenting Ken Philip his award.

Experience Chairperson John 
Hindmarsh presenting Pat Courtney 
her award.

Experience Chairperson John 
Hindmarsh presenting 90-year-old 
Frank Coulter his award.
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Coastline
Property Painters

www.coastlinepropertypainters.com
Call Richard Upton – 0274 884 881

Wishing all my clients a safe and 
happy Christmas in our piece of paradise.

Thank you for your loyalty.

Helping young people in Whangamata to 
drive safely and intelligently.

Lesson appointments are now open in Whangamata 
each month from now and through the summer

It was great to be at school with learner licencing, 
now back for on road practical driving.

WE’RE BACK!WE’RE BACK!

Book online at thamesdrivertraining.co.nz
or use the QR code

Gavin Buchanan – Thames Driver Training 
027 268 6381

RSA Christmas lunch and dress ups!
Last Sunday, Whangamatā 
News attended the annual 
delicious lunch for 150 
members and their families, 
special thanks to Ying and 
her incredible staff, what a 
day! All the festivities of great 
company, food, bubbles, 
music, laughter and glitter.

The atmosphere is always 
incredible and this year no 
different! The 'Dress it Up' 

for Christmas prizegiving 
was great too. Oh the elves... 
little and large! Mrs Claus and 
also Santa’s mistress won 
an outdoor bean bag each, 
sand bucket, toys, elf food 
vouchers, kitchen goodies... 
even a fishing rod it, was so, 
so good! 

Thank you to all our sponsors 
who made it all possible!

– Jennie Black
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Daphne Inglis, winner of the Jackie 
Godfrey Trophy.

Joy Speedy (right).

Robyn Curd (left), winner of the day.

The Whangamata Club Mahjong 
group finished the year with a large 
crowd of over 70 players for their 
end of year fun tournament.

It was a great day with a lovely 
Christmas lunch put on by the Mah 
Jong Club and provided by the 
Whangamata Club. Then followed 
by Christmas cake for afternoon tea 
baked by Ila Pellow.

There were a number of spot prizes 
awarded during the day some kindly 
donated by Luv Coffee. 

The top 3 winners of the day were: 
Robyne Curd with 44 pts 
Jacqui Gray with 41 pts 
Joy Speedy with 38 pts

The Jackie Godfrey Trophy which is 
based on the Aggregate points of 
the year was won by: 
1st Daphne Inglis with 25.45 pts 
2nd Jill Thomson with 25.22 pts 
3rd Philipa Dennison with 24.75 pts

Top score of the year: 
Joyce Deeming with 61 pts

Second highest score for the year: 
Chris Adams with 53 pts

The Beth Wigmore Trophy: Given 
out each year to a special player 
who has gone above and beyond to 
support the club and players, was 
won by Joy Speedy. This trophy is 
decided on by the previous winners.

Tina Palmer, Joan Tapp, Gael Elliot, Phillipa Dennison. Roger Kennerley.

Catherine Kidd (left), winner of hand 
of the day, with Jill Thomson.

Chris Adams (left), second highest 
score of the year, with Jill Thomson.

Gilmour Park

Mahjong awards hotly contested

Prize winners 4th to 10th place, left to right: Lois Madson, Vina Carroll,  
Heather Danby-Scott, Daphne Inglis, Jill Thomson (President) presenting 
prizes, Leslie Coatham, Dawn Styles and Heather Van Rjis.

– Photos by Mark James, Whangamatā News Photographer
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Foodbank drive assists 2000 meals annually
This year’s annual Food Drive was even 
bigger than the last! Thank you to the 
Whangamata Real Estate for organising 
this meaningful event, the emergency 
services for their efforts in collecting 
and of course, our wonderful community 
for coming together in support of our 
community.

Our Food Bank supports families with 
around 300 food parcels per year, 
and food hampers for 50 families this 
Christmas. Your contributions also support 
Comfort Kai, our weekly free community 
meal with just under 2000 meals per 
year. This is a great reminder that our 
community is in need and the generosity 
of our residents really shines through.

– Eastern Community Services Trust 
Photos by Mark James

Foodbank drive assists 2000 
meals annually
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What a parade!
With over 20 fantastic floats entered this year, 
it was truly a sight to behold. 

Whangamatā News caught up with 
Whangamata Lions President Chris Brown for 
his comment on the highlights: "The amount of 
public and locals who turned up to see it! For 

me, a very joyful occasion."

The winners were: 1st Whangamata Garden 
Club incredible umbrellas; 2nd Whangamata 
Area School; 3rd Mainly Music.

Let's do it all again next year, Whanga!

– Photos by Mark James
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Whangamata  |  636 Port Road    |     07 865 8562     |     whangamata@flooringxtra.co.nz

FLOORINGXTRA.CO.NZ

FLOORING TO FLOORING TO 
SUIT YOUR STYLESUIT YOUR STYLE

Phone or email us! We’re measuring & laying! View samples instore!

Self vaginal swabs – a 
real game changer
A new cervical self-screening 
test is available now at our 
Whangamata Medical Centre.

I recently was due for a smear test, 
and like all of us I was dreading 
it. Don't get me wrong, there are 
worse things for sure, but to my 
delight my lovely nurse told me, 
that all that's changed now ! No 
more lie on your side, leave dignity 
at the door and collect it on the 
way out... it was simple, private, 
fast and much better than the 
Covid swab up your nose bizzo! 

So simply wash your hands in the 
private bathroom, insert swab and 
wiggle all about up your vagina, 
put it into the tube of liquid, seal 
the cap, give it to your lovely nurse 
and there it is... done!

Even better, this test is expected 
to increase screening rates and 
significantly reduce cervical cancer 
deaths in Aotearoa New Zealand.

The self-swab will usually be 
done in privacy, at a health clinic, 
doctor’s surgery or community 
clinic. Some health centres may 
offer a take-home option, but 
this won’t be the norm until HPV 
testing becomes more established.

The HPV primary screening 
test is a simple and quick swab 
that people can choose to do 
themselves. It detects the presence 
of the human papillomavirus 
(HPV) which causes more than 95 
percent of cervical cancers.

This year also marks the start of 
free cervical screening for people 
aged 30 and over who have never 
had a cervical screen or who 
haven’t had a screen in the last five 
years. It also applies to Community 
Services Card holders and Māori 
and Pacific people.

Dr Nick Chamberlain, National 
Director, Te Whatu Ora National 
Public Health Service, says HPV 
primary screening will be a game 
changer.

“Not only is this test easier and 
less intrusive, it’s also a better, 
more sensitive test that will 
prevent more cancers. It also 
means most people will only have 

to be screened every five years 
instead of every three.”

The new HPV test won’t totally 
replace the cervical sample test 
(often called a smear test) which 
remains an option and will still 
be necessary to check if the HPV 
virus has caused cell abnormalities.

Cervical screening is for eligible 
women and people with a cervix 
aged 25 to 69. New Zealand’s 
move to HPV primary screening 
follows the adoption of the new 
test in Australia, the United 
Kingdom, Ireland, and several 
other European countries.

The introduction of HPV primary 
screening is expected to help 
towards addressing longstanding 
inequities for Māori and Pacific 
people, who have higher rates of 
incidence and death from cervical 
cancer. Selah Hart, Maiaka Hāpori 
Deputy Chief Executive Public 
and Population Health, Te Aka 
Whai Ora - Māori Health Authority, 
says currently only around 60% of 
wāhine Māori access screening.

“We know cost has been an issue, 
as well as the invasive nature 
of the cervical sample test. The 
removal of these barriers will 
undoubtedly improve access for 
wāhine Māori who are currently 
under screened, and therefore 
more at risk of late diagnosis.

Personally, I urge all ladies 
in Whangamatā to make the 
booking with the nurse team...  
it's a real game changer.

– Jennie Black

Whangamatā’s creative fibre 
group celebrated the end of the 
year with a beautiful Christmas 
lunch. 

The community group meet 
twice a month at the Memorial 
Hall where members work on 
craft projects including crochet, 

knitting and needle felting. Some 
ladies even spin their own wool.

The Whangamatā Club served 
a festive delight of ham, turkey 
and vegetarian filo parcels. The 
members enjoyed a sweet ending 
of chocolate brownie and sticky 
date pudding.

Festive delight for 
Creative Fibre group
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customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames
Phone: 07 868 0200

Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

@ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

coromandel_tcdc

Our Coromandel
News from Thames-Coromandel District Council December 2023

• Dog rules
• Alcohol and � re ban areas
• Building and resource consent timeframes
• Land Information Memorandum timeframes
• Council of� ce hours
• Thames Centennial Pool hours
• District Library hours

Check out changes to our 
Council services over summer

 tcdc.govt.nz/summerinfo

We hope you 
have a safe 

and relaxing 
summer,

from Mayor 
Len Salt 
and our 

Councillors.

Meri Kirihimete
~  A N D  H A P PY  H O L I DAYS  ~

Our Council offi ces will be closed from 12 noon Friday, 22 December 2023
re-opening to normal hours Wednesday 3 January 2024.

Customers can still contact us over this period 24/7 
on 07 868 0200 or email – customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

tcdc.govt.nz/summerinfo

ANOTHER WIN FOR THE 
SHORELINE MANAGEMENT 
PATHWAYS PROJECT

The Shoreline Management Pathways (SMP) 
project has won the prestigious Terry Healy 
Project Award at the New Zealand Coastal 
Society (NZCS) conference in Wellington. This 
was jointly awarded to our project partner, 
Royal Haskoning DHV, and our Council. Find 
out more at tcdc.govt.nz/smp

SUMMER KERBSIDE CALENDARS
Our peak summer kerbside calendars are now available online – they 
cover rubbish, food scrap and recycling pick-ups from Christmas Day to 
early February 2024. The additional summer collections are provided to areas where there 
is a signifi cant increase in visitor numbers. Find your calendar at tcdc.govt.nz/bindays

HOUSEHOLD KERBSIDE COLLECTIONS 
ARE CHANGING FROM 1 SEPTEMBER 2023

New collection 
schedules will be 
on our website in 
August 2023.

FURTHER DETAILS on the change at tcdc.govt.nz/solid-waste-FAQs

MIXED 
RECYCLING 

WHEELIE BIN
Collected 

fortnightly 

140-LITRE 
WHEELIE BIN 

FOR RUBBISH 
Collected

fortnightly 

25-LITRE 
FOOD 
SCRAPS BIN
Collected 
weekly

GLASS 
RECYCLING 
CRATE
Collected 
fortnightly

The new rubbish bin 
will require a Pay As 
You Throw (PAYT) tag, 
available from local 
participating retailers. 
This will replace the 
blue prepaid rubbish 
bags. 

Whangamatā
Community Board
2023 HIGHLIGHTS

A word from our Board Chair,
Dave Ryan –
Our community board was involved in a 
range of great projects and community 
networking sessions this year, including:

The opening of the new water 
treatment plant on Tairua 
Road, which has improved 
the water quality for 
residents in Whangamatā.

Planning for stormwater 
improvement
has taken place this year. Due 
to weather events and fl ooding, this 
project will be actioned in the new year.

Cyclones caused severe coastal 
erosion at the south end of 
Whangamatā Beach. The 
coastal management team 
carried out push-ups and 
re-shaping of the dunes and 
held dune planting weekends 
which were well attended. 
Work continues on these areas.

The Board held eight networking meetings
during the year with the board meeting with 
Onemana, Ōpoutere and Whangamatā ratepayers 
groups, Whangamatā Community Library, 
Ōpoutere Hall Committee, Whangamatā Harbour 
Care Group, Whangamatā Information Centre, 
Whangamatā Golf Club, Whangamatā Ocean Sports 
Club, 101 Lindsay Road Working Group and Moana 
House Trust. 

The Board received presentations from 
Waka Kotahi NZTA on the progress of SH25A, 
Whangamatā Library on the proposed short-
term housing project, FortySouth on the new 
COW (Cell On Wheels) locations in Whangamatā, 
our Council on the Recreational Biking Strategy, 
and Destination Hauraki Coromandel on the 
Destination Management Plan.

We had a site visit to Ōpoutere Hall to see the 
refurbishment works by the hall committee and 
the new bus shelter and notice board, led by the 
Ōpoutere Residents and Ratepayers Association and 
supported by the Board.

In June the board held a well-attended Volunteer’s 
Week morning tea in Whangamatā.

Thank you to everyone who has participated in our 
Board’s activities, projects and meetings this year. 
We hope you have a safe summer holiday and enjoy 
our beautiful region. For our 2024 meeting calendar, 
please visit tcdc.govt.nz/meetings
dave.ryan@council.tcdc.govt.nz
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Santa's Holiday WAS Christmas play
Whangamatā News joined a packed school 
gymnasium of Whangamata Area School (WAS) 
on 5 December – it was incredible! Written by 
Year 10 student Jos Watts, who wrote the script 
in just eight hours, incorporated all the songs 
the students wanted to include. Under the 
guidance of Amy Russell, the showed started 
with It's Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas. 

We visited the South Pole where Santa was 
dreading Christmas and decided he should come 
on vacation to Whangamatā, with Mrs Claus and 
Rudolph. He left a new manager with the elves 
to organise the 195 bags of gifts for each country 
globally.

Of course, that went pear-shaped and the search 
was on for Santa to fix the problem!

We heard our favourite songs... Snoopy's 
Christmas, Jingle Bell Rock, All I Want for 
Christmas is You... and loads more.

I found myself tearing up throughout the whole 
show! The wee faces, the singing, the littlies, the 
trendy and smooth lads, the older girls too! 

Alistair Luke, WAS Principal, told the students 
"it's a true credit to you all, you guys led the 
younger students with your experience, and a 
tribute to the time you all put into the play... a 
great way to wrap up the year and all of you 
bought it to life."

– Jennie Black, photos by Mark James

Come in store for our  
Christmas special: 

FREE bike lock
with every bike sold in December

and a chance to 

WIN a Christmas hamper  
pack filled with goodies 

with any purchase between 1st-19th December. 
Winner will be drawn 20th December. 

New owners! Jenny & Geordie, locals in Whangamata for 12 years!
Phone 865 8096 700 Port Rd, Whangamatawww.whangamatacycles.com
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Grab as many or as 

few as you want
Conditions apply - Dine-in only
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AFTER WORK SHOUT
2.30PM TO 5.30PM

FRIDAY@
CRAFT 
HAUS

$10 $10 
PINTSPINTS
�����������
�������������

$10 $10 
PIZZASPIZZAS
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On 21 June, a group of keen 
swimmers – Whanga Dippers – 
decided to celebrate the Winter 
Solstice by taking a dip in our 
beautiful beach.

On entering the sea on this initial 
dip, we were all taken aback with 
the e� ect of the cold water on our 
legs and then as we fi nally were fully 
immersed, we became used to the 
cold water and started enjoying its 
e� ects.

It is a proven fact that the immersion 
in cold water has many benefi ts, 
some of which are to reduce 
infl ammation, manage stress and 
anxiety, becoming more resilient, 
enhancing circulation, just to name 
a few.

After our fi rst dip it was suggested 
that we make this a regular event 
so every Wednesday morning at 
7.30am we have met by the Surf 
Club for our weekly dip. What we 
have all found is that we are all 
feeling more invigorated during the 
day and we have now made many 
new friends. As the weather has 
become warmer, we now head to 
Blackies for a co� ee afterwards.

We would love more people to 
join this group which has grown 
since our fi rst dip. If you are keen 
and want to know more, contact 
Therese on 021 315 085.

info@corovets.co.nz
www.corovets.co.nz

Whangamata Clinic:
215 Aickin Road, Whangamata

Waihi Clinic:
10 Mueller St, Waihi

Tairua Clinic:
1 Wharf Road, Tairua

0800 267 683

Is Your Pet Ready for Summer Holidays?
Make sure they are up to date with their Vaccinations

and Flea and Worm treatments.

Companion & Production Animal Services

Geordie Walden: 022 396 4143
ccspouting@gmail.com  |  www.ccspouting.co.nz

CALL US FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
For: New roofing | Re-roofing

Continuous spouting | Metal fascia
Downpipes

ROOFING

Whanga Dippers Weekly Plunge

Pictured above are the Whanga Dippers in June 2023 
and, below, on 15 November.
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November saw Hikuai School 
host three major events in short 
succession.

First, Junior H.O.T. sports (Hikuai, 
Opoutere and Tairua schools). The 
school ran a very successful day 
that saw Year 0-3 pupils from all 
three schools compete together 
and have lots of fun running, 
jumping and throwing, developing 
athletics skills for the future. 

Feedback from our visitors was 
that the event was well run. A 
huge thank you goes out to Mark 
Thomson for all his efforts.

Pet day was also a huge success 
with this event back on our 
calendar after an absence of a few 
years, due to Covid-19. We loved 
celebrating our four legged friends 
and one fish! Our community got 
to spend time with farm animals 
and watch the dog trials. Our 

family pets made us proud!

The third event was our Hikuai 
Market, held on 25 November. 
Our community came together 
on the school site to reconnect 
and celebrate our amazing 
environment.

The school sits beneath the 
majestic pinnacles surrounded by 
rolling farmland and native bush. 
The Tairua river runs nearby. 

We loved hosting our stall holders' 
families and visitors. Our learners 
also ran stalls, producing and 
selling goods and were very 
excited to make a profit! 

A huge thank you to our wider 
community who supportedour 
first time event and made it such 
a success.

– Rachell Leitch, 
Hikuai School Principal

Events a huge success at Hikuai
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Christmas...

100%WEBER

WHANGAMATA
605 Port Rd, Whangamata • Phone 07 865 9458

AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

50% OFF Labour
Weekend

only

ALL BEDSALL BEDS
ConcertoSymphonyHarmony Chorus

Grab a 
VEGEPOD for 
this summer’s 
plants.
It’s easier on 
your back!

Outdoor Bean Bags
Great colours
From only $85

ST JOHN  OP SHOP
WHANGAMATA

Support the St John 
charity store this 
Christmas!
Located on Martyn Road

Bras, lingerie, nighties, dressing 
gowns, pure silk & cotton 

delights...
Gift vouchers are an ideal present!

Beautiful product in-store, 
buy a voucher for the perfect 
pressie. Treatments of facials, 
eye enhancements, massage, 

tanning or waxing...

07 865 6334 The Mall, 
Port Road, across from the 

Banking hub
hello@thebeautyco.co.nz

Something 
extra Special for 

Christmas

Pink Sapphire & 
Diamond Ring 

$11,435

Stone Diamond 
Ring, 1 carat in 
total, set in a 18 

carat ring 
$10,475

hello@thebeautyco.co.nz

buy a voucher for the perfect 
pressie. Treatments of facials, 
eye enhancements, massage, 

Port Road, across from the 

Port Road 
Whangamata
(across from Table Talk)

Beautiful art, 
something for everyone 
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at the beachChristmas...

All things fabulous!
(beside Strictly Time)

The PUMICE PATCH

Beautiful plants, wall art, and 
so much more...

Grab a Gift Certifi cate today!

Bring a little Italian to your Christmas with our 
lovely Panettones & Pandoro’s and not forgetting 
good ole Kiwi tradition, our Pohutukawa Pantry 
Christmas Cakes. Enjoy and Merry Christmas.

608 Port Road, Whangamatā
chris@thefoodiespantry.co.nz

Table Table TalkTalk
Gift baskets for friends, family or sta­ ! Our team are 

ready to help you to put your order together!

652 Port Rd – in the heart of Whangamata. 
Phone 07 865 7514.

chris@thefoodiespantry.co.nz
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FOR SALE BY NEGOTIATION
105B TOBIE PLACE 3 BED  I  2 BATH  I  1 OFFICE

Lindsay Turnbull  I  0274 238 093  I  lindsay.turnbull@realty.co.nz  I  www.atrealty.co.nz

Whangamatā Properties by Lindsay Turnbull 0274 238 093  I  lindsay.turnbull@realty.co.nz

FOR SALE BY NEGOTIATION
387 WENTWORTH VALLEY RD

4 BED  I  2 BATH 

SHED INCL 1 BATH  I  5 PADDOCKS  I  37,006 HECTARES

FOR SALE BY NEGOTIATION
121 TE TUTU STREET

4 BED  I  2 BATH 

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING
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FOR SALE $1,399,000 
228A CHARTWELL 5 BED  I  2 BATH  I  2 CAR

Whangamatā Properties by Lindsay Turnbull 0274 238 093  I  lindsay.turnbull@realty.co.nz

101 HILTON DRIVE
3 BED  I  1 BATH  I  1 CABIN  I  2 GARAGE

FOR SALE BY NEGOTIATION
104B AICKIN RD

4 BED  I  2 BATH 

FOR SALE
BY NEGOTIATION
UNIT 2D/105 AICKIN ROAD
2 BED  I  1 BATH  I  2 CAR

Lindsay Turnbull  I  0274 238 093
lindsay.turnbull@realty.co.nz  I  www.atrealty.co.nz
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07 865 8499 328 Ocean Road, Whangamata whangamatarealestate.co.nz like us @whangamatarealestateltd

Special thanks to our Generous Sponsors

Sunny’s, Super Liquor, Smoky Pallet, Meat at the Beach, New World, Smash Pipi, Bubba’s, Stirling Sports, Whangamata Phamacy, Beds R Us,
Strictly Time, Saltwater Surf, ELP Construction & Unichem Pharmacy. Photo thanks to Whangamata News & Jane Mabbott.
Super Liquor, Smoky P

ictly Time, Saltwate

Starting with the annual Foodbank Collection in the morning, we headed out on the streets on a mission to top up our local
Community Services Trust food supply. The generosity from our Whangamata, Onemana and Opoutere communities was amazing,

this year has been a struggle for most but despite this our collection was one of the biggest yet!
A special thank you to the Whangamata and Onemana Fire Brigades, St Johns and Surf Life Saving Club for providing vehicles and

extra helpers, along with the fantastic team at Whangamata Community Services Trust.

That same afternoon we hosted the Whangamata Christmas Fair at Williamson Park. It was great to see our community come together
to share some Christmas spirit. We were delighted with the turnout at the fair and the outstanding effort put into all the Christmas

Parade floats. Thank you to everyone that came and supported, it was a pleasure to make this event happen for our town again.

W I N N I N G F L O A T S

1 S T G A R D E N C L U B
2 N D W G M A R E A S C H O O L

3 R D M A I N L Y M U S I C

Saturday the 2nd of December was a successful day for our town and company!
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07 865 8499       328 Ocean Road, Whangamata       whangamatarealestate.co.nz

• Located in an elevated position only a few minutes from Whangamata and very 
close to Onemana beach

• This superior home enjoys spectacular views of the ocean, Islands and harbour
• Tastefully and fully refurbished interior, including new kitchen, bathrooms, joinery, 

fl ooring, furnishings and more
• 4-bedrooms, 3-bathrooms & 3 car garaging
• Privacy is assured with beautiful mature grounds creating a tranquil setting

• Presented in as new condition 
• 3 bedrooms, full bathroom plus an extra separate toilet
• Sunny living area opening onto a large deck 
• Garage, carport, and garden shed, fully fenced & gated
• Easy walk to beach & surf club

View by appointment

• This property commands stunning 180 degree views of the ocean and Mayor 
Island

• The sunny north facing home contains 5 bedrooms, two bathrooms
• A freestanding fi re in the spacious lounge opens out onto a large deck
• Interior has been completely redecorated 

View by appointment

• Panoramic ocean, island and rural views
• Two bedroom cottage, serviced sleepout and separate cabin
• Modern kitchen and bathroom, open plan living, 3 bathrooms
• Multiple outdoor entertaining options
• Freehold 593sqm full site

View by appointment

• A very well presented 3 double bedroom property 
• Modern kitchen and dining room with a heat pump
• Separate bathroom with bath and shower
• Lockup single entry garage/workshop 
• Fully fenced property with garden shed 

View by appointment

709 Tairua Road

8 Mako Avenue, Whiritoa

407 Onemana Drive, Onemana

441 Onemana Drive, Onemana

104 Ngati Pu Place

$1,690,000

$890,000

ENQUIRIES 
OVER 

$1,145,000

ENQUIRIES 
OVER 

$975,000

ENQUIRIES 
OVER 

$970,000

Julian West
027 222 4364

View Listing: whanga.co/8279

Sarah Speedy 027 843 401 
Julian West 027 222 4364

View Listing: whanga.co/8262

Julian West 
027 222 4364

View Listing: whanga.co/8269

Dave Anderson 021 790 488
Renee Jacobsen 021 250 8541

View Listing: whanga.co/8261

Dave Anderson 021 790 488
Renee Jacobsen 021 250 8541

View Listing: whanga.co/8272
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07 865 8499       328 Ocean Road, Whangamata       whangamatarealestate.co.nz

• Spacious easy living single level home
• Excellent indoor/outdoor flow for alfresco dining
• Direct access to 18 hole golf course
• 4 double bedrooms, main with ensuite and walk-in 

robe
• Well-appointed kitchen with scullery.
• Spa and sauna for relaxing
• Easy care landscaped grounds
• Double garaging plus high stud carport for motor 

home /boat
View by appointment

• Desired prime beach and town position
• Excellent harbour entrance and bar views
• Stroll to the beach, harbour, cafes and restaurants
• Open plan living with direct deck access
• 4 bedrooms, main with view and ensuite
• Bonus separate 2 bedroom sleepout with own 

courtyard
• Extensive furniture package included just move in
• Rare opportunity to secure a property in this location
View by appointment

• Prime central beach corner site location
• Easy walk to the Surf Club, Williamson Park and the 

Golf Club
• Open plan living with direct access to louvered deck 

area
• 3 bedrooms including extra large bunk room
• Positioned well to capture maximum sun
• Bonus of conservatory off main bedroom
• Spacious double garage with internal access 
View by appointment

13 Titoki Lane

104A Hunt Road

200 Sylvia Road

$2,200,000

ENQUIRIES 
OVER 

$1,995,000

$1,495,000

Colin Thompson  
021 723 723  
colin@whangamatarealestate.co.nz

View Listing: whanga.co/8273

Colin Thompson  
021 723 723  
colin@whangamatarealestate.co.nz

View Listing: whanga.co/8265

Colin Thompson  
021 723 723  
colin@whangamatarealestate.co.nz

View Listing: whanga.co/8277
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07 865 8499       328 Ocean Road, Whangamata       whangamatarealestate.co.nz

• This stunning property offers ample space for comfortable living
• Three bedrooms, two bathrooms
• Double garage with internal access 
• Open plan living area, modern kitchen is a chef’s delight, featuring Bosh 

appliances 
• Spacious north facing deck

View 12 noon Saturday, 16 December

• Open plan living with direct deck access 
• North/west aspect to capture the sun  
• Three bedrooms 
• Separate garage/workshop  
• Easy care front site  

View by appointment

• 2 Bedroom unit with attached garage 
• Corner site positioned well for the sun
• Easy walk to town centre and clubs
• Low maintenance construction
• Furniture list included in sale 

View by appointment

123 Durrant Drive

115A Otahu Road

500A Port Road

$1,179,000

$885,000

$795,000

Nancy Millett  
021 517 708

View Listing: whanga.co/8278

Colin Thompson  
021 723 723 

View Listing: whanga.co/8256

Colin Thompson  
021 723 723 

View Listing: whanga.co/8246

• Bordering harbour reserve  
• Easy access to town centre and supermarket 
• Open plan living with direct deck access 
• 2 double bedrooms plus sleep out in garage  
• Separate garage with toilet 
• 877m2 site with easy care gardens

View by appointment

132 Sharyn Place

$975,000

Colin Thompson  
021 723 723 

View Listing: whanga.co/8257

• Secure this prime building site
• Development or land bank opportunity
• Estuary, ocean, and island views beyond
• Substantial 1086sqm north/east facing site
• Preliminary retaining work completed

View by appointment

15/135 Waireka Place

$595,000

Colin Thompson  
021 723 723 

View Listing: whanga.co/8276
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07 865 8499       328 Ocean Road, Whangamata       whangamatarealestate.co.nz

• Direct beachfront access
• 1.9250ha in a combination of private bush, garden & lawn
• Three bedroom home, open plan kitchen and living
• Expansive north facing deck
• Sheltered outdoor entertaining area
• Separate Yurt accommodation 

Viewing by appointment

466A Ohui Road, Opoutere

• Standing tall amongst the trees in a bush setting, this family home welcomes you in
• Three double bedrooms over two levels
• Spacious kitchen, dining and living area
• Well connected to the outdoors
• Freehold 861sqm site
• Elevated location with sea views

Viewing by appointment

119 Chevron Crescent

• Full site freehold title - 827sqm, zoned extra density
• Generous garaging plus off-street parking
• Additional Studio/hobby room
• Designer kitchen and walk-in pantry
• 3-4 double bedrooms, 4th bedroom or second lounge

Viewing by appointment

107 Riverview Road

• Immaculate throughout, the ultimate lock and leave beach lifestyle
• Located close to surf beach access walkway 11
• Five double bedrooms over two levels
• Open plan ground fl oor living, second lounge upstairs
• An easy relaxed atmosphere with well connected outdoor spaces

Viewing by appointment

322B Mary Road

• Located on the boundary of reserve with harbour and marina views 
• Expansive decks overlooking Reserve
• Modern decor and open plan living
• 3 generous sized bedrooms
• Second lounge/media room 
• Freehold large 905sqm site

Viewing by appointment

113 Moana Anu Anu Avenue

PRICE BY 
NEGOTIATION

PRICE BY 
NEGOTIATION

$2,200,000

ENQUIRIES 
OVER 

$1,950,000

$1,569,000

Sharon Laurenson 
0276623164

View Listing: whanga.co/8258

Sharon Laurenson
0276623164

View Listing: whanga.co/8231

Sharon Laurenson
0276623164

View Listing: whanga.co/8210

Sharon Laurenson 
0276623164

View Listing: whanga.co/8227

Sharon Laurenson
0276623164

View Listing: whanga.co/8260
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07 865 8499       328 Ocean Road, Whangamata       whangamatarealestate.co.nz

• Freehold full site 600sqm
• Elevated views from this 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom home
• Internal access double garage
• Modern kitchen, open plan living
• Excellent indoor / outdoor connection
• Delightful gardens 

View by appointment

• Convenient and Central location
• Ideal entry level bach or home
• Open plan living, 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms
• Paved outdoor entertaining space
• Spacious internal access garage 
• Freehold title level site 

View by appointment

• One of Whangamata’s most popular addresses, due to its convenient location
• Single level, lock and leave apartment 
• Two double bedrooms, modern kitchen & bathroom
• Easy indoor / outdoor living, sheltered patio area
• Well maintained grounds and swimming pool

View by appointment

103 Estuary View 

211B Casement Road

7/106 Barbara Avenue

ENQUIRIES 
OVER 

$1,450,000

$770,000

ENQUIRIES 
OVER 

$715,000

Sharon Laurenson
0276623164

View Listing: whanga.co/8204

Sharon Laurenson
0276623164

View Listing: whanga.co/8250

Sharon Laurenson
0276623164

View Listing: whanga.co/8229

• Enjoy this sunny, low maintenance, three-bedroom, two bathroom home
• Open plan living is well connected to decks 
• Outdoor areas are nicely framed by established plantings and easy-care gardens
• Central harbour location 
• Freehold level site

View by appointment

203B The Square

$975,000

Sharon Laurenson
0276623164

View Listing: whanga.co/8218

• Blank canvas – Bare section 
• Elevated north facing site with expansive upper harbour views 
• Located on the boundary of Reserve
• Close to town yet offering a semi-rural setting. 
• Build amongst quality homes

View by appointment

Lot 1 of Lot 16 Te Pamahue Drive

$775,000

Sharon Laurenson
027 662 3164

View Listing: whanga.co/8152 
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07 865 8499       328 Ocean Road, Whangamata       whangamatarealestate.co.nz

• Spacious and stylishly designed, this 4 bedroom home provides ample space for 
everyone

• The master and guest bedrooms have ensuites, with 3.5 bathrooms in total
• Designer kitchen, complete with a scullery
• The open plan living and dining space fl ow onto a sunny deck
• A stunning property located in a highly sought-after area 

View 12pm Sat 16th December or by appointment

2/106 Saint Patricks Row

• Breathtaking views of the sea, islands, and the beach
• Four bedroom, two bathroom home with double garage 
• Open plan living, kitchen, dining and lounge area, all with fantastic views
• Great deck for entertaining
• Borders the lovely Island View Reserve

View 1pm Sat 16th December or by appointment

102B Hinemoa Street

• A beautiful 2-hectare lifestyle property located just minutes from Whangamata 
• The large 236sqm house has three double bedrooms and two bathrooms 
• Generous living area has lovely rural views
• Internal access double garage
• 12m x 18m man shed, with 3 x 3.4m high sectional doors
• Nice level land with lots of native plantings, established plum and citrus trees 

View by appointment

68 Parakiwai Quarry Road

• This property offers a mix of space and privacy
• Three bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, open plan living, dining and kitchen  
• The outdoor entertaining area with pool sets the scene for summer 
• Single garage plus a separate cabin/offi ce 
• Selection of citrus, plum and avocado trees

View by appointment

114 Tirohanga Drive

PRICE BY 
NEGOTIATION

$2,750,000

ENQUIRIES 
OVER 

$2,595,000

$995,000

Chris Speedy 021 747 901
Katie Speedy 021 382 022

View Listing: whanga.co/8244

Chris Speedy 021 747 901
Katie Speedy 021 382 022

View Listing: whanga.co/8226

Chris Speedy 021 747 901
Katie Speedy 021 382 022

View Listing: whanga.co/8274

Chris Speedy 021 747 901
Katie Speedy 021 382 022

View Listing: whanga.co/8234
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CLASSIFIEDS
PUBLIC NOTICES

Whangamatā Tides 2023/2024Whangamatā Tides 2023/2024
DECEMBER 2023   New Moon: 13th   Full Moon: 27th

Date High 
tide

Height
(m)

High 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Sun 
rise

Sun
set

AM PM PM PM
15 Fri 9:40 1.9 21:51 1.8 3:11 0.2 15:42 0.3 05:48 20:33

16 Sat 10:28 1.9 22:41 1.8 3:59 0.2 16:32 0.3 05:48 20:33

17 Sun 11:18 2.0 23:33 1.8 4:47 0.2 17:24 0.3 05:48 20:34

18 Mon 12:09 2.0 5:37 0.2 18:16 0.3 05:49 20:35

19 Tue 0:27 1.8 13:01 1.9 6:30 0.2 19:10 0.3 05:49 20:35

20 Wed 1:22 1.8 13:55 1.9 7:25 0.3 20:05 0.3 05:49 20:36

21 Thu 2:21 1.8 14:50 1.9 8:22 0.3 21:02 0.3 05:50 20:36

22 Fri 3:22 1.7 15:47 1.8 9:23 0.4 21:59 0.3 05:50 20:37

23 Sat 4:24 1.7 16:43 1.8 10:24 0.4 22:57 0.3 05:51 20:37

24 Sun 5:25 1.8 17:40 1.8 11:24 0.4 23:54 0.3 05:51 20:38

25 Mon 6:22 1.8 18:35 1.8 12:22 0.4 05:52 20:38

26 Tue 7:16 1.8 19:27 1.8 0:47 0.3 13:17 0.4 05:53 20:39

27 Wed 8:06 1.8 20:18 1.7 1:38 0.3 14:09 0.4 05:53 20:39

28 Thu 8:53 1.8 21:05 1.7 2:26 0.3 14:58 0.4 05:54 20:39

29 Fri 9:38 1.8 21:50 1.7 3:11 0.3 15:44 0.4 05:55 20:40

30 Sat 10:20 1.8 22:34 1.7 3:53 0.3 16:29 0.4 05:55 20:40

31 Sun 11:01 1.8 23:15 1.7 4:35 0.3 17:11 0.4 05:56 20:40

JANUARY 2024   New Moon: 12th   Full Moon: 26th

Date High 
tide

Height
(m)

High 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Sun 
rise

Sun
set

AM PM PM PM
1 Mon 11:41 1.8 5:14 0.4 17:51 0.5 05:57 20:40

2 Tue 11:56 1.7 12:20 1.8 5:54 0.4 18:32 0.5 05:58 20:40

3 Wed 0:37 1.6 13:01 1.7 6:36 0.5 19:13 0.5 05:59 20:40

4 Thu 1:21 1.6 13:42 1.7 7:19 0.5 19:56 0.5 05:59 20:40

5 Fri 2:09 1.6 14:27 1.7 8:06 0.6 20:42 0.5 06:00 20:40

6 Sat 3:00 1.6 15:13 1.7 8:57 0.6 21:31 0.5 06:01 20:40

7 Sun 3:55 1.6 16:04 1.7 9:51 0.6 22:24 0.5 06:02 20:40

8 Mon 4:52 1.6 16:57 1.7 10:47 0.6 23:18 0.4 06:03 20:40

9 Tue 5:49 1.7 17:53 1.7 11:44 0.6 06:04 20:40

10 Wed 6:44 1.7 18:49 1.7 0:12 0.4 12:41 0.5 06:05 20:40

CARAVAN FOR SALE
Jayco 28 Foot 2002

Need room for family this summer? 
Holiday workers need accommodation?

AFFORDABLE TINY HOME!
Totally renovated, new carpet, vinyls, repainted interior, shower, 

toilet, double bed, oven, microwave, it really is chic! All the extras!

WAS $65,000 NOW $50,000! Contact 0272 108 190.

Why Should I Become a Member of Whangamata Coastguard?
It does not matter which Coastguard Membership scheme you choose to join, the 
services provided to you are the same. At $95, Whangamata Membership is the least 
costly option and you will be supporting the work we do as a local volunteer organisation.

You will be covered for free assistance wherever you may be boating nation-wide. A cost 
recovery charge applies to non-members requiring on water assistance ($350 per hour).

During the last 10 years: Whangamata Coastguard has logged: 96,352 volunteer hours 
 Responded to: 448 on water incidents 
 Returned 1,118 people safely back to their families

Whangamata Coastguard Membership Enquiries to: 
Our 24/7 Phone No. 07 865 8800 

Email: kathy.wvcg@gmail.com  /  Whangamata Coastguard Website 
Or call into our Operations Centre at 619 Beach Rd

PUBLIC NOTICES

SITUATIONS VACANT

Christmas with Whangamata Anglican
at All Saints Community Church 103 Beverley Tce, Whangamata

Christmas Eve 
24 December 9.00am
Carols and Communion

Christmas Day 
25 December 9.00am

Celebration in story, song and prayer

Home Help and some assistance with the Boarding Kennels and 
Cattery required over this December/January period.

Not required to work statutory days. Good hourly rate.  
Great work environment. Own vehicle required.

A considerable number of hours are available, what could suit you?

Phone Annette: 027 624 3890

Staff Wanted

Join us to support and work alongside 2 independent guys, doing 
whatever it takes to enhance their great lives. It could be at their 

homes, at work, in recreation or town and around.

If you have a can-do attitude, can engage and relate well with 
others, this opportunity, part time or casual could suit you.

A considerable number of hours are available.  
Pay rate is $24.50 - $32/hour.

A full NZ driver’s licence and your own vehicle is required.

Email queries or a letter and/or CV to gillatt@outlook.com

Great Work Opportunity

Scam Savvy Sessions  
for BNZ customers  

on Wednesday 20th December
There will be free scam savvy sessions of approx.  

45 minutes sharing some tips with BNZ customers at the 
Whangamata Banking hub on Wednesday, 20th December.

There will be 3 sessions planned for 11am, 12 noon and 1pm.

Please call into the Banking Hub to book in your  
interest to attend, as spaces are limited.
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Interior/Exterior Painting

Wallpapering

Cedar Cleaning and 
Restoration Service

0224 552 363
brushstrokeswhangamata@gmail.com

PAINTER

FIBRE INTERNET 
now available to 

order from Boot I.T.
We are the Coromandel’s 
only local Fibre Internet 
Provider, and the ONLY 

provider that offers 7 days 
per week support.

 Call us on 0800 242 266 
to find out more.

IT SUPPORT

Shay 021 742 966 | www.blackhillearthworks.co.nz
info@blackhillearthworks.co.nz

• Bobcat & excavator
• Tight access work
• Site works
• Topsoiling

• Driveways
• Hole drilling
• Concrete prep
• Cartage

EARTHWORKS

104 Lindsay Road (opposite skate park)

Phone 07 865 6502            FREE Wi-Fi

OPEN 24 HOURS  
7 DAYS

Casuals Welcome

Group Fitness 
Classes

Super Affordable

GYM

P. 07 865 7464

OPEN 7 DAYS
321 Casement Rd,

Whangamata

Outdoors & Hire

• LPG Refills • Ice • Bait • Rods • Reels
• Tackle • Chandlery • General Hire

HIRE / SUPPLIES

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES:

Whangamata Yard
2546 Waihi Whangamata Rd

M. 027 261 1262

Waihi Beach Yard
691 Waihi Beach Rd

P. 07 863 5340

Delivery service available

Cement, builder’s 
mix and a range 
of metals

Bark, mulch, 
compost 
and topsoil

Sand, lime chip, 
river stones 
and pebbles

LAND DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANTS
Subdivisions
Boundary Markings
Land Use Consents Topographical Surveys
Building Setout and Certifications Contact us

0508 4 BIRCH 
tairua@birch.nz

244 Main Road, Tairua 
www.birch.nz

LAND DEVELOPMENT

OUTDOOR COVER

Any Concrete Requirements: Slabs, driveways, patios, paths, etc
All types of concrete - colour - finish
Council Permits for Vehicle Crossings

Excavation to finished product • Saw cutting & drilling

www.brownmoreconstruction.co.nz

REX: 027 285 5489
P. 07 863 3364 • office@brownmoreconstruction.co.nz

CONCRETE CONTRACTORS

We take pride in doing a quality job at a competitive rate

CONCRETE
RURAL FENCING  •  RESIDENTIAL  FENCING

POST AND RAIL  •  RETAINING WALLS
POLE SHED BUILDINGS

ORCHARD BUILDS & MAINTENANCE

BLAIN TEMPELMEYER  027 784 6538
coastlinefencing7@gmail.com

FENCING

Coastline
Property Painters

/www.coastlinepropertypainters.comCall Richard Upton: 0274 884 881

 Interior   Exterior  Roofs
Protecting your investment Communication is everything

Updates & photos as your job progresses

PAINTER

UNOBSTRUCTED VIEWS, UNMATCHED STYLE
Specialists in frameless glass solutions for residential and 
commercial properties, o� ering high-quality products and 

exceptional service to our clients. We are experienced professionals 
dedicated to providing fencing and balustrade solutions that 
complement the natural beauty of our coastal surroundings.

Contact us to discuss your project today. 
Kyal Ryburn:  Phone 021 271 1193 / Email admin@coastlineglass.co.nz

GLASS SPECIALISTS

Shampoo, flea shampoo, 
condition, rinse & blow dry

$10 coins for 10 mins
$11 eftpos for 11 mins

or come on in and get tokens

NEW TO 
WHANGAMATĀ!

DOG WASH SYSTEM IS HERE

215 Aickin Rd, outside the 
building frontage – 7 DAYS

DOG WASH

Use Locals... For Locals... Support Locals!

www.corowash.co.nz

Bronson Phillips

coromandel house & 
building washing 
No Mould, No Salt Pure Satisfaction

info@corowash.co.nz 
0223991130

BUILDING WASHING CURTAINS / BLINDS

• Curtains
• Roman Blinds
• Cushions
• Duvet Covers
• Roller Blinds
• Shutters

Specialising in:

306 CASEMENT ROAD, WHANGAMATA
M. 0274 481 957  |  E. beth@croftdesign.co.nz
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PAINTER

Gerards Painting
Services

PHONE:  
021 108 5996

Small jobs are 
my specialty!

Cuts by Sami
Cuts by Sami

FOR ALL YOUR BARBER NEEDS

     cutsbysaminz@gmail.com 

 cuts by Sami              cuts_by_sami

07 865 8582 604 Port Road, Whangamata
07 865 8582 604 Port Rd, Whangamata

FOR ALL YOUR BARBER NEEDS

BARBER

Exterior house or commercial building wash, 
roof wash, fences, driveway, patios – soft-wash 
for best moss and lichen clean and treatment, 

exterior window cleaning, or general water 
blasting, 100m of hose so access is no problem

Prompt local service with 20 years’ experience

Ph 0800 747 787  email atlasgroup@xtra.co.nz
or dial Andy direct on 027 313 4386

HOUSE WASHING

BUILDING WASHING

30 yrs experience, specialising in:
 Bathroom, deck & building repairs 

 Gib fixing & plastering 
 Interior /exterior painting

Please ring Rex on 021 997 428

HANDYMAN
HANDYMANELECTRICIAN

GREG HENSTOCK 
ELECTRICIAN LTD
Registered Electrician

One Man Band

WHANGAMATA
0272 580 366

LOCKSMITH

Homesafe 
Locksmiths 
& Services

Ian McAuley (Macca) Owner/Operator
• 126A Tamaki Rd, Whangamata 

• P 021 719 495 or 07 865 7092 • E imacca2003@yahoo.co.nz

ONE key to fit ALL doors!
FREE advice on your 
lock requirements

ARCHITECTURAL BUILDERS

For trusted expertise with your building project
Katrina Jackson 027 273 0685 
Leigh Goodman 027 4475 423 
info@homeandlifestyle.co.nz

 �Architectural 
Builders

 �Interior & Colour 
Design Services

 �Project 
Management

BUILDING & LANDSCAPING

ADRIAN 0274 263 895  |  hansen.builderz@gmail.com  |  HBLHomesnz
Residential   |   Commercial   |   Alterations   |   Additions

COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE
Contact us to discuss your project & a free estimate today

CLEANING

07 863 8358 or 0800 225 552

whangamata@jae.co.nz

• Carpet Cleaning
• Pest Control
• Flood & Fire Restoration
• Stain Removal
• Upholstery Cleaning

Ade Cunningham
M. 0274 929 695 or P. 07 575 9149

info@framesnz.co.nz • www.framesnz.co.nz
118 Brook Pl, Whangamata

• Picture framing
• Framed mirrors
• Art installation
• Pick up & 

delivery

FRAMING

Contact Jason 0274 938 466

JF DAVIS CONTRACTING
Whangamata & Surrounds

  All Excavation & 
Demolition work

  Concrete jobs 
from start to finish

  Tree Removal
  Landscaping
  Chainsaw work

EXCAVATION & LANDSCAPING

Residential | Commercial | Heat Pumps
Fire Systems

AVAILABLE 24/7

P. 865 9309 | whangamata@laserelectrical.co.nz
NEW LOCATION: 100 Lindsay Road

ELECTRICALTRAVEL AGENTAUTOMOTIVE & BOATS

Aickin Road, Whangamata (next to Bunnings)
P. 865 9073  |  E. office@jcdcustoms.co.nz

Mon-Fri from 8am

ONLY
STOCKIST IN TOWN!

ONLY
AGENT IN TOWN!

BOAT TRAILERS, CARS, CLASSIC & HOT RODS

Use Locals... For Locals... Support Locals!
CURTAINS / BLINDS
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TREE SPECIALIST

Phone Greg Nicholson on 07 865 6769 or 021 133 0937
email: nicholsontreeservices@hotmail.com

Professional and reliable service – fully insured

QUALIFIED ARBORIST
30 years experience in all aspects of tree work

•	Pruning
•	Felling
•	Storm	damage

•	Hedge	trimming
•	Confined	space	
dismantling

•	Debris	chipped
•	Free	quotes		
and	more

Professional Foot Care

Mobile 027 663 2320 or  
email alison.c.walkington@gmail.com

Alison Walkington
Registered Nurse

Home visits by 
appointment

Pedicare Services
PODIATRY

027-458-1179 peterstretchphotography@gmail.com

P H O T O G R A P H Y

P e t e  S t r e t c hP e t e  S t r e t c h
PHOTOGRAPHER POOL & SPA SERVICES

We Sell and Service all Major Brands
Your heat pump specialist

On site marine & commercial refrigeration
Call today for a hassle-free quote

027 933 8599
www.reefrefrigeration.co.nz

HEAT PUMPSWINDOW CLEANING

MJC BUILDERS
Building with pride

MIKE CUNNINGHAM  M. 021 0677 555
E. mjc.builder.whangamata@gmail.com

• FENCING
• DECKS
• PERGOLAS
• ROOFING
• ALTERATIONS • CONCRETE DRIVEWAYS
• BUILDING REPAIRS • FULL LANDSCAPING

BUILDER

SSKKFF

07 865 6555 skfrs@xtra.co.nz 

 Qualified Builder / LBP

BUILDER

M. 0274 714 869  E. CHOATS@XTRA.CO.NZ

FOR ALL YOUR GAS-FITTING, PLUMBING, 
DRAINAGE & ROOFING REQUIREMENTS

Registered craftsman & member 
of Master Plumbers

PLUMBER

Lovie 021 297 0293 / Lofty 021 364 7893
info@whangamatapartyhire.co.nz

www.whangamatapartyhire.co.nz

Table & Chairs Tableware
Marquee & Gazebo’s Kitchenware
Lighting Cooking Equipment
Bar Equipment Audio & Machines

PARTY EQUIPMENT

animalartbydonnanz

animalartbydonna

027 455 0608

donnaredbeach@msn.com

ANIMAL ART

EVERYTHING 
ELECTRICAL

Residential, Commercial, 
Data, Alarms 

          021 800 017 
admin@rustysparks.nz

ELECTRICIAN / DOG GROOMER BINS

Use Locals... For Locals... Support Locals!

601 PORT ROAD, WHANGAMATA P. 07 865 7241

MEAT AT THE BEACH

MON-FRI  8.30AM-5PM • SAT 8.30AM-3PM

Support your local Butcher!
BBQ meat packs, in store made sausages, patties,  

tasty chops, steaks, butterflied chickens & much more. 
“The home of Whanga bacon”

BUTCHER

Specialists in design, manufacture & installation
of kitchens, wardrobes & custom cabinetryof kitchens, wardrobes & custom cabinetryof kitchens, wardrobes & custom cabinetry

108 Lindsay Rd, Whangamata P. 865 7947 whangamatawoodworks.com

KITCHEN
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WINDWOVEN
UPHOLSTER Y

For all your upholstery needs
• Home • Office • Boat • Caravan

Available 6 days for your convenience
Free quotes

07 865 8774
021 066 5788

UPHOLSTERY

TREE SPECIALIST

 

Contact Ben 021 827 355  
treecarewhangamata@gmail.com

ARBORIST

• Professional experienced 
and insured arborist

• All tree work including 
removal / pruning 

• Hedge trimming and 
property maintenance

• Quality firewood and 
smoker wood

Heath van Leeuwen 0210 838 9922
email Heathsvan@gmail.com

WARDROBES

Steve Parkinson
Central, East & South

021 0733 100
steve.parkinson@xtra.co.nz

Showroom 
Unit 2,
63 Morrin Rd
St John’s
Auckland www.wardrobesdirect.co.nz

ALSO SERVICING 
WHANGAMATA

WARDROBES

• Custom Wardrobe 
Systems

• Entertainment and 
Study Units 

• Sliding Doors

• Home Storage-Garage 
/ Laundry

Nadine & Duncan Waterson - Servicing the Coromandel

07 850 9959 / 027 4793 750 / waikatowardrobes.co.nz
 info@waikatowardrobes.co.nz

Car tyres / Wheel alignment 
4WD tyres / Tyre repair

Wheel balance
Small implement tyres

Batteries - car & marine

Cnr Port & Ocean Rd, 
Whangamata
www.challenge.net.nz

Phone Simon 
865 7698

TYRE & BATTERY SERVICES

SCAFFOLDING

•Mobile scaffolding
•Roof edge protection
•Construction scaffold

Servicing Whangamata 
and surrounding areas

Please ring 022 076 0160 or
email whangamatascaffolding@gmail.com
102 Lindsay Road, Whangamata  Est 2014

Please ring 022 076 0160

YUKEYS
3620

Clothing Alterations and Repairs
LADIES - MEN - CHILDRENSWEAR

Open Tuesday to Friday 8.30am to 1.30pm 
Saturday 9am to 12pm 

105 Aickin Road (just off Port Road) 
Whangamata

M. 021 0289 3968

CLOTHING

WINDOW & DOOR SERVICES

HOME SERVICES

We specialise in
• Exterior house wash, windows, driveways, patios, decks, 
fences & roofs • Commercial, residential, rural, new builds 

& painters prep • Pests treatment (fumigation) 
• Rodents & wasps • Chimney sweeping • Roof treatments 

BUSINESS FRANCHISE FOR SALE

We cover Coromandel, Thames, Waihi, Waihi Beach, Whitianga, Whangamata

Avi@yourlocal.nz • www.yourlocal.nz • 022 534 5478 Avi@yourlocal.nz • www.yourlocal.nz • 022 534 5478 

Whanga Laundromat

“T he only locally owned & operated laundromat in town! ”

LAUNDRY

We can help with all of your general legal needs
• Conveyancing if you are buying or selling property 

• Sale and purchase of business assets • Commercial leasing  
• Relationship property • Trusts • Wills • Enduring powers of attorney

www.ussherlawyers.co.nz | Phone 07 865 8824
We’ve moved – now at 123 Lindsay Rd, Whangamata 

LAWYERS

ADVERTISING

By Locals, For Locals,  
About Locals! Home delivered.

Call Jennie 021 0232 1661.

Use Locals... For Locals... Support Locals!

* Heat pumps
* air conditioning

* reFrigeration
* Ventilation

SERVICING IN THE COROMANDEL AREA 
0272121994 - 0277251820

tidelinereFrigeration@gmail.com 
WWW.tidelinereFrigeration.com

REFRIGERATION & AIR CON

BOARDING KENNELS 
AND CATTERY

Quality care and facilities in a rural setting
Office hours: 9am-12 noon and 3-5pm daily 

INSPECTION WELCOME 
Ph 07 865 8242 or 027 624 3890 

Annette Gillatt 
4km south of Whangamata on the main road

BOARDING KENNEL / CATTERY
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SUDOKU
Fill the grid so every row, column and 3x3 
box contains the numbers 1-9

QUICK CROSSWORD

Across
1. Disco bar (9)
7. Clumsy (5)
9. Small motorcycle (5)
11. Floor covering (3)
12. Trouser support (6)
13. Strict (6)
14. Entice (5)
15. Payment for information (6)
17. Eyelid swelling (3)
20. Dined (3)
22. Short pithy expression (6)
24. Extremist (5)
25. Horrified (6)
27. Administer intravenously (6)
29. Unhappy (3)
30. Lift (5)
31. Fungus starter (5)
32. Promise for later (4,5)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10 11

12 13

14

15 16 17

18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30

31

32

TRIO
The same three-letter 
sequence will complete 
each of the four words

All puzzles © The Puzzle Company 

DECODER

087

Each number below represents a different letter. Find the correct 
letter for each number by working out the word from the letters 
given. To keep track, cross the letters off on the grid below.

Across: 1. Nightclub, 7. Inept, 9. Moped,  
11. Mat, 12. Braces, 13. Severe, 14. Tempt, 
15. Reward, 17. Sty, 20. Ate, 22. Phrase,  
24. Ultra, 25. Aghast, 27. Inject, 29. Sad,  
30. Hoist, 31. Spore, 32. Rain check. 
Down: 1. Newborn, 2. Gala, 3. Closed,  
4. Bidet, 5. Dementia, 6. Utter, 8. Par, 9. Metre, 
10. Espy, 16. Watchdog, 18. Chant, 19. Pep 
talk, 21. Alto, 22. Prison, 23. Sassy, 24. Usher, 
26. Gap, 28. Else.CROSSWORD

DECODER
TRIO:

ACH

SOLUTIONS
SUDOKU

Down
1. Infant (7)
2. Variety of apple (4)
3. Shut (6)
4. Bathroom appliance (5)
5. Memory disorder (8)
6. Speak (5)
8. Golf strokes for a hole (3)
9. Unit of length (5)
10. Catch sight of (4)
16. Monitoring group (8)
18. Repeat over and over (5)
19. Encouragement chat (3,4)
21. Highest male singing 
voice (4)
22. Jail (6)
23. Forward or bold (5)
24. Theatre attendant (5)
26. Opening (3)
28. Otherwise (4)

WORDWHEEL
Add one letter 
to make a 
9-letter word 
reading 
clockwise 
or anti 
clockwise

E
F

L
I

SI

R E

WordWheel 176

Add one letter to complete a nine- 
letter word, reading clockwise or anti-
clockwise.  Previous solution: EMOTICONS 

WORDWHEEL:

FERTILISE

SAVE 
$500
SAVE 
$500

*Refers selected models, ask in-store for details.

Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager 
021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

1 Hikuai Settlement Road, Hikuai 
www.prescottsgarages.co.nz

Offers valid 1/09/23 – 31/01/2024, while stocks last.

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product. 
We also demonstrate and deliver. 

Power and 
performance

Visit husqvarna.com today5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY#

# Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details.

TC242TX 
Rear Catcher Model, 
42” Cut, 21.5hp 
Kawasaki V-twin Engine, 
Hydrostatic Transmission

$10,490 RRP

$9,490 $4,990TS 138
Hydrostatic 
Transmission
38” cut

*36 months interest free is available on Long Term Finance 
(LTF) for in-store and online purchases only. Min spend 
$3,490. Lending criteria, $50 annual Account Fee, fees, 
Ts&Cs apply. $55 Establishment Fee applies to your first LTF 
transaction, $35 Advance Fee applies to subsequent LTF 
transactions. Min payments of 3% of the monthly closing 
balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required throughout 
interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly 
payments will not fully repay the loan before the end of the 
interest free period. Q Mastercard Expired Promotional Rate 
or Q Card Standard Interest Rate (both 27.99% p.a.) applies 
at the end of LTF Interest Free Period. (See Ts&Cs for Q 
Mastercard Standard Interest Rate applicable to outstanding 
balance of a Standard Purchase.) Rates and fees subject to 
change. Columbus Financial Services Limited and Consumer 
Finance Limited reserve the right to amend, suspend or 
terminate the offer and these Ts&Cs at any time without 
notice. Mastercard and the circles design are registered 
trademarks of Mastercard International Incorporated.

TS142T 
42” Deck, Hydrostatic 
Transmission, 25hp 
Husqvarna Series 
V-Twin Engine

$6,990 RRP

$6,490

$5,390 RRP

SAVE 
$1000

1 only 
at this 
price

*36 months interest free is available on Long Term Finance 
(LTF) for in-store and online purchases only. Min spend 
$3,490. Lending criteria, $50 annual Account Fee, fees, 
Ts&Cs apply. $55 Establishment Fee applies to your first LTF 
transaction, $35 Advance Fee applies to subsequent LTF 
transactions. Min payments of 3% of the monthly closing 
balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required throughout 
interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly 
payments will not fully repay the loan before the end of the 
interest free period. Q Mastercard Expired Promotional Rate 

price
performance

$1000
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