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From The

Welcome to all our visitors,
enthusiasts and the lovers of all
vehicles with speed.

Having such huge events to our
communities, celebrating the best
of American cultures, rock n roll
and all things that make your visit
here even more memorable.

Our Whangamata & Waihi News
and our very small team of three,
look forward every year to printing
the 14,000 Official REPCO Beach
Hop magazine, year on year and
even more creative, our newspaper
is no different. We absolutely
acknowledge what these ticketed
events means to our communities.

Beach Hop President Denis Beaver
stated "even though the Kickdown
is a smaller event, just for this

year, we know 97% of tickets are
from out of town, estimating 300
motorbikes will come. Friday night
the Port Road will be closed from
Whanga Books down to Rassasy
at 4pm for the down town bike
show, complete with a bike 'slow’
race in the middle of the road.
Saturday morning, they have a

big local brekkie and then off

on the world famous motorbike
'loop ride’ right up to Coromandel
town. Saturday night at 5 pm a
spectacular Freestyle Moto X
Show and again at 7pm. Watch out
'Smoky The Bandit' is coming!

Denis also spoke to Beach Hop,

his 10th year with event and

now President since November,
replacing Noddy after 25 years of
his incredible service. Road Closure
on Port Road will remain closed
until 10pm that night for entrants
only.

"Visitor numbers is about 120,000
that come to Beach Hop, that

makes this the 2nd largest festival
in NZ and 'the largest Rock festival
outside of America". Incredible
stats indeed!"

Accommodation generates approx
2.5m to Whangamata across all
rentals, motels and the like, the
largest ever, this year for Beach
Hop. Visitor spend, with credit
card and card (excluding cash and
accommodation) is estimated 2.2m
in the Whangamatad community
over the 5 day period.

"The huge prize draw of the 1967
Mustang convertible, is likely

the best car we have ever had

on offer and a 2026 Street Bob
Harley Davidson valued at $28k.”

Get in the rock 'n’ roll groove,
party, be safe and enjoy our
beautiful Paradise Coast.

- Jennie Black, Editor

HON SCOTT SIMPSON

MP for Coromandel

Beach Hop is almost here

The annual Beach Hop festival is just
around the corner, which means it
won’t be long before Whangamata
and other towns up and down

the Coromandel are full of classic
cars, vintage caravans, and people
looking to enjoy some good old
fashion fun.

Beach Hop has firmly established
itself on our local events calendar
and many people plan their entire
year around the festival. I'm

always impressed by the care and
dedication that people take with
their outfits, because it adds to the
atmosphere and helps to transform
our communities back to the 50s,
60s, and 70s for the weekend.

Major regional events like Beach
Hop are a significant boost to our
local economy, as well as our image
as a premier tourism destination.
The impact that they have on our
region can extend well-beyond the

events themselves, especially when
first-time visitors realise that we
have much more to offer and make
plans to visit us again.

Finally, I want to acknowledge the
Beach Hop organising committee
who will be finalising everything
before the hordes of people begin
to arrive. These volunteers work
behind the scenes throughout

the year, as well as being on the
ground during the event, to ensure
everything goes smoothly. Their
efforts don’t go unnoticed and we're
grateful that they’re committed to
putting on a world-class event year
after year.

It's set to be a great time for our
region and I’'m looking forward to
seeing what this year’'s Beach Hop
has to offer.

- Authorised by Scott Simpson MP.
614 Pollen St, Thames

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

Contact me anytime

0800 550 330 - scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

@ scottsimpsonmp

National

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

We provide a wide range of services

for your Companion Animals:

24 Hour Emergency Care

Health Checks
Vaccinations
House Calls
Puppy Preschool
Dentistry

Digital Xray
Ultrasound

In-House Blood Analysis

General & Emergency Surgery

Orthopaedic Surgery

Co ro\/%ts

0800 267 683
info@corovets.co.nz

Waihi Clinic:
10 Mueller St, Waihi

Tairua Clinic:
1 Wharf Road, Tairua

Whangamata Clinic:
215 Aickin Road, Whangamata

www.corovets.co.nz
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Understanding Civil Disputes in
Our Community

Waihi Police have recently
noticed an increase in calls
relating to civil disputes,

particularly between neighbours.

Many of these matters, such as
fencing issues, noise concerns,
boundary disagreements, or
access questions, fall under civil
rather than criminal law.

It's important for the community
to understand the difference:

* Criminal matters involve
offending under the law and
will be responded to by Police.

» Civil matters are
disagreements between
individuals. These are
best resolved through
communication, mediation
services, or independent legal
advice.

We encourage neighbours to
talk early, understand each
other’s points of view, and
use mediation services where
needed to prevent situations
escalating.

The countdown to Beach Hop is
officially on

There’s a real buzz around town
as classic cars, visitors, and
vibrant energy start rolling into
the district. This is always one

Police Reports

of the most exciting times of
the year for Waiht — a chance
to showcase our town, enjoy the
atmosphere, and celebrate all
things retro.

With more people out and
about, roads a bit busier, and
events happening across

the region, Police encourage
everyone to get involved,

plan their days, and enjoy

the festivities safely. Whether
you're checking out the cars,
hosting whanau, or joining one
of the many events, let’'s make it
another fantastic Beach Hop for
our community and our visitors.

Clearing Up the Rumour — and
Meet the Team

Waiht Police are aware of
rumours circulating that the
station is currently unstaffed.
This is incorrect. The Waiht
Police Station is open Monday
to Friday, 9:00am to 3:00pm,
with staff available to assist with
enqguiries, provide advice, and
help connect residents with the
right agencies.

As part of improving visibility
and strengthening community
connection, we are introducing
a "Meet the Team” feature in our
updates.

First up is Andrea, our friendly
and reliable Station Support

Officer. Andrea mans the front
desk from 9:00am to 3:00pm,

Monday to Friday, and is often
the first point of contact for
advice, taking reports, and
assisting with everything from
paperwork to lost keys.

Before joining Police, Andrea
spent 20 years as a secondary
school teacher in the local area,
bringing strong communication,
organisation, and community-
focused experience to her role.
Outside of work, she’s heavily
involved in women'’s basketball
and is a dab hand at sewing
alterations and repairs. Whether
at the station or out in the
community, Andrea is someone
people know they can count on.

- Rachel Gillingham, Community
Constable, WaihT / Waikato East
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WHANGAMATA

Welcome to Whangamata and, of course,
Beach Hop 2026. There will be plenty of
Police around over the next little while

to keep everyone safe. Remember, if it is
happening now call 111. If it is not urgent,
call or go online to 105. Did you know,

you can report most non-serious matters
online now. No waiting on the phone and in
most instances, you don’t have to leave the
comfort of your own home. Minor traffic
collisions can also be reported online. Go to
www.police.govt.nz/use-105

Very recently a local male in his mid 30s
was arrested and charged with unlawfully
being in possession of firearms. Local

staff were doing mobile patrols when they
spotted the male who, at that time should
not have been driving. A subsequent search
located multiple firearms in the vehicle, one
of which was loaded. Its horrific to think
these firearms were not only loaded but
also driving around in our community. He is
currently in custody to appear at a later date
in Waihi District Court.

The same liquor ban is again coming, only
this time a week prior has been included to
cover the KickDown Festival. It covers from
4PM Friday 20th March 2026 and to end
4AM, Monday 30th March 2026.

A male in his early 30’s was arrested
and charged for an assault on an elderly
gentleman recently. He will appear in the
Waiht District Court at a later date.

Some good info coming into us regarding
suspicious behaviour around the place. Keep
it coming either direct or via CrimeStoppers.

Keep safe, have fun and look our for one
another. Remember, don’t drink and drive!

- Sergeant Will Hamilton, Officer in Charge,
Whangamata Police

A WINNING NIGHT FOR
HELLOWORLD THAMES!

Helloworld Travel Thames has been crowned New Zealand’s most
awarded travel store after a standout performance at the recent
APT/Travelmarvel Luxury Touring Awards held in Auckland.

The Thames-based agency walked away with four national titles
on the night:
Top Performing Travel Agent NZ

Top Performing Consultant NZ awarded to
Jen Steen,

The Anne Waterhouse Legacy Award
presented to Jo Robinson,

New sorbet
colours - just right |
for Beach Hop!

Prestigious VIP Platinum Award

The accolades recognise outstanding excellence
in APT and Travelmarvel sales and service
# nationwide, and Helloworld Travel Thames says
the success is a testament to the passion and teamwork of its tight-knit staff
and the loyal support of its clients.

Locally owned and operated for more than 22 years, the agency has
steadily expanded its reach across the Coromandel and now operates from
three bases, including new pop-up locations in Whangamata and Waihi
Beach two days a week.

Beact Hop
Ladies!

We have in store now...
* Beach Hop dresses

e Petticoats, cardigans

e Stretch belts & retro
handbags

* Flower Hairclips
» Hair/Neck Scarves
e Parasols

Lots of choice,
colours and sizes

As an award-winning local team, Helloworld Travel Thames says it remains
committed to helping Coromandel travellers explore the world, working
alongside clients in their own community and being there before, during,
and after every journey to ensure trips run smoothly.

TRAVEL EVENT: To celebrate the launch of the
pop-up branches, Helloworld
Whangamata Travel Thames is hosting a special
Wednesday 6 May 2026 | travel event in Whangamata on
. Wednesday 6 May, where guests
Efs:,e?‘ltti)gl1 April can hear from key travel suppliers
from around the globe; RSVPs
Scan thg QR code for are essential, with full details
full details. available via QR code.

Helloworld Travel Thames
Waihi Beach Village & Town Centre Whangamata

07 868 9260
thames@travel.helloworld.co.nz

helloworld

TRAVEL
THE TRAVEL PROFESSIONALS
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Parakiwa Valley Swing bndge gonel What's next?

Did you know that the Department
of Conservation (DOC) has closed
the whole Parakiwai Valley track,

including the Falls loop track? And,

as if that wasn’t enough, the iconic
swing bridge by the waterfalls

has gone now too! That’s right.
Permanently removed. No public
consultation. No putting it back.
Our local environmental group,
Earthwatch Whangamata, had one
day’s notice and the bridge was
gone in three.

Located precariously over the
first of the triple waterfalls, the
bridge was a fantastic viewing
point, used by trampers, families,
pig hunters and our Search and
Rescue. Unsurprisingly, there was
no “on the ground” opposition to
its removal, since the whole track
had already been closed to prevent
the introduction of Kauri Dieback
disease. And nobody knew.

It’s a little hard to ignore the
obvious benefit of this track closure
to Oceana Gold, the Canadian
mining company, now approved

to dig a 7km tunnel under public
conservation land right into the
heart of the Parakiwai valley - not
far from the falls. But perhaps that
view from the bridge won'’t be

so enticing in the future anyway.
Dewatering of the tunnel and mine,
will take significant volumes of
underground water from Parakiwai
and discharge into the Ohinemuri
catchment. Don’t tell us that won't

affect the surface water.

You have to wonder where DOC
priorities lie. They cut new tracks
elsewhere (for little public good)
whilst, for the sake of a few board-
walks around Kauri stands to help

prevent disease, our track is closed.

And if it’s just a matter of money,
there are people in our community

who would have stumped up to get
the job done. But then, we were
never asked.

Other mining companies are actively
exploring in the Wentworth Valley
and Broken Hills/Puketui Valley.

How long until the public is shut

out of these places while mineral
companies expand their interests?

Visitors and Coromandel residents,
you need to stand up and be heard!
Contact your local DoC office and
tell them that you should have had
a say.

Earthwatch Whangamata is
following up on the removal of the
swing bridge. Follow us on social
media for more information.

THE ONLY WEBER SPECIALIST DEALER
ONTHE COROMANDEL PENINSULA

100#
HOME WHANGAMATA

PHONE 07 865 9458 - PORT ROAD

OPEN 7 DAYS

through Summer
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12 Repco Beach Hop 2026: Importan

Beach Hop Central

What is Beach Hop Central? It’s the
only place in town where you can
pick up all your Repco Beach Hop
26 memorabilia. We have a great
selection of T-shirts in different
designs, styles and colours. Plenty
to choose from for women, kids
and the blokes. Also, there are hats,
caps and posters for sale. This year
you’ll find us at the Whangamata
Club, just past the Challenge petrol
station on Port Road. Look for the
large Beach Hop Central signs. So,
make sure you pop in, say hi to the
team, and pick up a souvenir or two!

The shop hours are:

¢ Tuesday 24 March: 10am-5pm

* Wednesday 25 - Friday 27
March: 8am-5pm

¢ Saturday 28 March: 8am-4pm

¢ Sunday 29 March: 9am-noon

Repco Store in
Whangamata

Our major sponsor Repco are going
to join the team at JCD Customs &
Marine on Aickin Road, near New
World, and stock parts that old cars
usually need when they break down.
That's been a small problem in the
past when entrants have mechanical
issues as we have a limited supply in
our small town. Repco will also stock
car care products and tools. On
Saturday 29th March Repco are also
sponsoring the Hot Rod Show at the

See the 2026 Stree Bo in the Whanga Books store.
they are close together.

Catch a Bus!

To make life easier for you we are
providing buses that move between
the car and caravan shows on

Whangamata Club car park where
all cars must be made before 1949
while JCD Customs & Marine are
sponsoring the Classic Pickup Truck
Show at the RSA at the same time
so you can check them both out as

Welcome Hop v Gerry Lee

ALL WELCOME

5

t Information

Saturday 29th March. You'll find the
bus stops shown on the map inside
this programme. The longest walk
from the centre of town to any of
the other cars shows is 10 minutes.
But for a gold coin donation you can
jump on the buses to save your feet.
The buses will run from 10:00am

to 10:00pm and go from the wharf,
through town via Barbara Ave, to
the school and down to the Surf
Club. As responsible hosts we are
extending the bus hours until Tlpm
Saturday so there is absolutely no
excuse to drink and drive - TAKE
THE BUS!

Sunday Drive
Classic Car Auction

Watching USA TV shows about
auctions like Barrett Jackson are
very entertaining and we have a
NEW attraction at Repco Beach
Hop 26 - the “Sunday Drive Classic
Car Auction”. You won’t miss the
big marquee next to the Police
Station and inside you'll find a
selection of vehicles on display that
are going under the hammer from
1:15pm on Saturday. You'll be able
to check these vehicles out in the
days before the Auction - it will be
like an indoor Car Show. And the
team from Sunday Drive will have
some give aways for visitors as well.
So if you want to be part of Repco
Beach Hop 26 you should be at the
Auction to buy your dream vehicle!

— Fromipm — OPEN | 11amDaily ~ Sat 10am
S LUNCH : 12pm to 5pm Sat 11am to 4pm
. Tlm the Bﬂﬁk&ts DINNER : S5pmto 9pm  Sun 5pm to 8.30pm
. — TIpmto10pm CARVERY : 5pmto 8pm Wed to Sun

Rock ‘n’ Roll
Dance Lessons

~__Intermediate
$6p ~ 9pm to lpm

000000000000~ 00+
000000000000 AR0S ¢+ ¢ -

Rock ‘n’ Roll Dance Lessuns
Gerry Lee

— 6pm to 8pm —

Repco Pre-49 Hot Rod
Show e 9am to 8pm »

Gerry Lee

— 6pmto 8pm —

00’s & 60°s Quiz Ni
with I]ﬂ Alan Booth

o 310pp - me 10 4pm e

Chet 0'Connell

& 6 9 °
t= Rock ‘n’ Roll Riot « 8.30pm:tillate=

e 12pm - 3pm

Chet 0"Connell

» Rock ‘n’ Roll Riot

ght

: R
-olt.ut‘.u’

LRI

............

Beginner

H

www.whangamataclub.co.nz

Whandamata o,y pas pot Road Whangamata

8.30pm till [at
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v/ Repeo

Repco Beach Hop 2026 major promotio

Our prize pool is as exciting as ever
and the prizes will change the lives
of the winners!

Inside the programme is an entry
form and two of the three major
prizes below will be given away in
a draw from correctly completed
entry forms. Place your completed
entry form in one of the entry bins
around Whangamata. We keep bins
at Whanga Books and Beach Hop
Central until 4pm on Saturday, 28
March — plus at the Ford Reserve,
Williamson Park. And, most
importantly, you MUST be at the
draw after 4pm at the Ford Reserve
to claim the prizes.

The third prize will be given away

in a Repco Beach Hop 26 vehicle
entrant draw at noon on Sunday,

29 March at the Ford Reserve. Once
again, the entrant must be present
to claim the prize.

Prize 1: 1967 Ford Mustang
Convertible

There’s no better way to celebrate
the 100-year anniversary of Route
66 than with the ultimate cruising
icon — a 1967 Ford Mustang
Convertible. Roof down, V8 rumble,
and endless highway ahead... this is
exactly the kind of car Route 66 was
made for.

With the support of our incredible
sponsors, the search began for the
perfect vehicle. We wanted a car
that not only looked the part, but
one that was already registered in
New Zealand, well cared for, and

worthy of being one of the nest
prize cars we’ve ever given away.
When this stunning '67 Convertible
came along, it ticked every box. This
Mustang is without question one of
the nicest and best-presented cars
we have ever o ered as a Beach
Hop prize. From its classic lines to its
immaculate presentation, it captures
everything we love about American
motoring and the golden era of
cruising.

The car has received a full uid
service using quality Castrol
products, ensuring it's mechanically
sorted and ready to enjoy. It has also
been fully detailed using Meguiar’s
best products, bringing the
paintwork and chrome up to show-
stopping condition — all proudly
supported by Smits Group.

To give the lucky winner complete
peace of mind, Classic Cover
Insurance have taken care of insuring
the Mustang, with the winner
receiving 12 months’ insurance cover
thanks to Ryan and the team.

This is a car that looks just as good
parked up as it does rolling down
the main street — but let’s be honest,
who wouldn’t want this beauty
sitting in their garage?

We'd also like to thank Kiwi Plates
for supplying the personalised
number plate, adding the perfect
nishing touch to an already iconic
Mustang and making this prize car

truly one of a kind.
Prize 2: 2026 Street Bob
The New De nition of “Less Is More”

The 2026 Street Bob is lean by
design and loaded up where you
need it. With a Milwaukee-Eight™ 117
motor, torque-tuned 2-into-1 exhaust,
updated 102 mm analog gauge,
USB-C charging, and standard Rider
Safety Enhancements, it leaves the
frills on the factory oor.

This Brand new bike will nd a new
home at Repco Beach Hop 26 in
the Festival Programme draw on
Saturday 28th March at Williamson
Park after 4:00pm

Plus Prize 3: $10,000 cash

Our nal major prize is $10,000 cash
which will be drawn from Ultimate &
Standard Pass entrants on Sunday
29th March just after 12:00pm. But
there’s a catch — they have to be
present at the draw to claim the
prize!

Stirling Sports (©
Whangamata

Classic From the Top Down
Mustang, Mack Truck & Ford Racing hats.
Built for the cruise.
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