4 /
ﬁ”i."

- ISSUE167 5JUNE 2026

Cliffhanger

- Coach praises defence

PAGE 19

3 5 .
Photos by "
Mark James

BY LOCALS; FOR LOCALS, ABOUT LOCALS.
WE WELCOME YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS! | Wwwwhancauatanewsnz

. . EDITORIAL & MEDIA SALES:
Email WhangamataNews@gmail.com ¢ Facebook @whanganews JENNIE BLACK - 021 0232 1661

FOLLOW US Taken home by bach owners and visitors to everywhere INDEPENDENTLY OWNED

DELIVERED TO WAIHI BEACH, WAIHI, WHIRITOA, WHANGAMATA, ONEMANA, HIKUAI, PAUANUI & TAIRUA




Whangamata & Waihi NEWS - ISSUE 167: 5 JUNE, 2026

$85 million boost for

Whangamata Community Library - Thank You

We extend our sincere thanks to and we thank the Lions, our

Coromandel resilience

Coromandel MP Scott Simpson
has welcomed major new
investment to strengthen key
state highways across the
Coromandel, improving resilience,
reducing disruption, and helping
keep communities connected
during severe weather events.

The Government has confirmed
funding for resilience upgrades

on State Highway 25 and the
replacement of the Kirikiri Stream
Bridge on State Highway 26 as
part of its $400 million package of
state highway resilience projects
announced in Budget 2026.

“Coromandel communities know
better than most how disruptive
severe weather can be,” Mr
Simpson says.

“Recent weather events have
caused slips, flooding and road
closures across the peninsula,
cutting off communities and
making it harder for people, freight
and visitors to get where they
need to go.”

SH25, which carries up to 5000
vehicles a day, is the main road
connecting communities around
the Coromandel Peninsula.

The SH25 resilience programme
has a high-level estimated cost
of around $20 million and will
target up to 11 high-risk locations
vulnerable to slips, rockfalls and
drainage issues.

“SH25 is the road that keeps the
Coromandel connected. When

it closes, there are very limited
alternatives, and those routes can
also be vulnerable during severe
weather.

“This investment will help reduce
the risk of closures and improve
reliability for the people and
businesses that rely on the road
every day.”

LIVE RUGBY

A second project will see the
replacement of the Kirikiri Stream
Bridge on SH26 near Kopd, with
a high-level estimated cost of
around $65 million.

The existing bridge is more than
80 years old and vulnerable to
flooding. The replacement bridge
will be raised by around three
metres, improving flood protection
from what is currently a one-in-
five-year event to a one-in-100-
year event.

“The new bridge will help keep
this important route open

during severe weather while also
supporting wider flood protection
work in the area.

“It will improve access for local
communities, reduce disruption
for motorists, and provide greater
resilience for nearby homes,
businesses and farmland.”

Mr Simpson says the investment is
part of the Government's plan to
fix the basics and build the future.

“Budget 2026 includes major
investments to strengthen roads
and other critical infrastructure,
helping ensure New Zealand is
better prepared for future weather
events.

“We can't stop severe weather
from happening, but we can be
much better prepared for it.

“For the Coromandel, that means
investing in the roads and bridges
that keep communities connected,
support local businesses, and
underpin the region’s tourism
economy.”

Further work will continue to refine
the final scope, design and delivery
programme for both projects.

- Authorised by Scott Simpson MP,
614 Pollen St, Thames
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everyone who assisted with the
move to our new location. This has
been a significant undertaking.
Although the collection will be
smaller than previously, we have
carefully selected 6,000 popular
titles, cleaned them, packed them,
transported them, and re-shelved
them at 800 Port Road. This

has only been possible through
outstanding community support,

FLOORING

Whangamata | 636 Port Road |

07 865 8562 |

partners, volunteers, book group
helpers, local tradespeople, and of
course our library staff.

While there is still work to do with
the remaining collection, we look
forward to welcoming you back
from 4 June, with opening hours of
10am-4pm daily and 10am-12pm on
Saturdays.

- Jacqui James, Chairperson

TRA

whangamata@flooringxtra.co.nz

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

Contact me anytime

0800 550 330 - scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

@ scottsimpsonmp

National

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.
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\Whangamata
Police Report

A busy few weeks for the team while | have been
on holiday. Good to be back.

We've had a few
critter visitors to
town in recent weeks
haven't we!

A very good
reminder to be
mindful of personal
and physical security,
locking valuables
away, not leaving
keys in cars and

the value of a really
good quality and well
placed CCTV system.

Several vehicles were broken into around town
recently. It appears a young group of teens are
responsible from out of area. They were eventually
caught up with over in Waihi in the early hours of
the morning.

A recent incident in Whiritoa sparked a fairly large
Police response. Police identified a known male

and were actively seeking his whereabouts. He was
eventually located at a Turua address where refused
to comply with police. With the Armed Offenders
Squad help, he was encouraged out into Police
custodly.

A local male who was caught with firearms in his
vehicle not so long ago is due to be sentenced on
those charges. He has been remanded in prison
custody since being caught.

- Sergeant Will Hamilton, Officer in Charge,
Whangamata Police

Waihi Police Report

Vehicle Crime on the Rise

We've seen a bit of a surge in cars going

on 'unscheduled adventures' without their
owners lately... unfortunately, not the fun
kind. Help keep your car where you left it by:

Locking it (yes—even at home, even “just
for a minute”)

* Removing valuables (if it looks like
treasure, someone might go hunting)

* Using steering wheel locks or immobilisers
» Making sure your insurance is up to date

» Think of it this way—if it’s harder to steal
than the car next to it, you're already
winning

Local Incident - Dental Clinic Fire

Emergency services recently responded to
a fire at a local dental clinic. Thankfully no
serious injuries were reported (no one wants
that kind of filling).

Police are investigating the cause, and we'd
really appreciate any information from the
public. If you saw anything unusual, even
something that seemed minor at the time,
please let us know—it could make all the
difference.

Good News - Waiht College Success
Now for something to smile about...

A huge shout out to Waiht College, who
have taken out 1st place in the Blue Light
PCT Challenge—an awesome result and well
deserved!

They’'ll be heading off to the national finals
later this year, so we’'ll be backing them all
the way. No pressure team... but we fully
expect a trophy

l Curtains and Blinds and MoreJ
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Road Safety

A few friendly reminders:

» Take it easy on the roads—arriving late is
better than not arriving at all

* Expect delays and bring your patience (it’s
just as important as fuel)

» Stay focused, don’t drive tired, and
definitely don’t drive impaired

» Allow extra time so you’re not tempted to
test your 'race car driver’ skills

Let’s all look after each other out there—
and remember, the goal is to get to your
destination, not to win the journey

Stay safe, Waiht!

- Rachel Gillingham, Community Constable,
Waihi / Waikato East

©

(Master
Painters®
New Zealand
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PAINTER & DECORATOR

P O Box 410, Whangamata 3643
M: 0274 367 254

E: jenboof@outlook.com
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Whangamata commg
together as needs rise

Our local Eastern
community Coromandel
services are COMMUNITY

seeing aclear SERVICES 5\
reflection of

the current economic and social
climate, with a growing need

for support in Whangamata

and across our surrounding
communities.

The Eastern Coromandel
Community Services Trust
(ECCST) has seen a noticeable
rise in demand across several
areas. Requests for food parcels
have increased by 41 percent,
while counselling referrals are up
31 percent this quarter (2026)
compared with the same period
last year (2025). Most concerning,
family violence episodes and
referrals have increased by 45
percent over the same period,
highlighting the importance of
accessible wrap around support
and early intervention.

Medical drives are in high
demand across the community,

a direct result of increased fuel
costs placing added pressure on
households. This essential work
continues thanks to our dedicated
group of volunteers, whose
commitment is nothing short of
vital.

In response, ECCST staff and

volunteers have been working hard
to ensure help remains available.
While rising demand signals
challenging times, the strength

of community spirit has been
equally evident. A steady supply
of winter blankets, hand-knitted
items, children’s clothing and food
is currently available to support
our community, alongside ECCST's
social services.

The Trust has proudly supported
the Opoutere School breakfast
club for over a year, ensuring
students start their day nourished
and ready to learn. In addition,
newly secured funding will allow
continued assistance for elderly
residents with shopping and
transport, helping older members
of the community maintain
independence and wellbeing.

Volunteers, donors, and supporters
continue to step up to ensure help
reaches those who need it most.
ECCST encourages anyone who
may need assistance to reach

out and welcomes those who are
able to contribute to help ensure
services continue to support
families throughout the winter.

Contact ECCST:

505 Port Road, Whangamata
07 865 7065
info@communityservices.org.nz
www.communityservices.org.nz

“"SUPER SHOPPES |

NZ's PREMIUM AUTOMOTIVE CENTRES

Community library re-opened
i

Whangamata
Library, at Hunt
Road, re-opened
on Thursday, ANGAMATA
4 June. OMMUNITY

More than J
6000 books

are available to

members now that the Whangamata
Library has reopened.

Despite large numbers of volunteers
assisting in the reopening, we need
a couple more days to complete the
transition.

Library committee chairperson,
Jacqui James, thanked the
"immeasurable support from the
local Lions, volunteers, co-opted

SASKIA & CO

husbands and local tradespeople”.

While the new site is smaller, Jacqui
said, the library staff and volunteers
will have most library facilities
available and operating. If you have
books at home drop them off to the
new site.

She extended her thanks and
appreciation to all who have assisted
with the relocation and getting the
new site ‘fit for purpose’.

Jacqui also noted appreciation to
Coromandel Insurance Services, the
Whangamata Community Board
and Thames Coromandel District
Council.

- Whangamata Library Committee

Whangamala
SERVIGE/CENTRE

HAIR » COLOUR -

PROUDLY CARING FOR WHANGAMATA HAIR.

SITYISE = ———

Full Mechanical Repairs, Lubrications and
Services, WOFs, , Tune ups,
Wheel alignments, Diagnostics.

Scan Tool.
AA Breakdown services E—
First Assistance Breakdown services Contactor

P. 07 865 9435 - 201 Aickin Road, Whangamata
M. 027 608 5770 - E. Info@autosupershoppewhangamata.co.nz

NAK HAIR
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EN PROVENCE

Formerly O'Hagan Vision Care

For all your eye care needs,
including glaucoma checks,
contact lenses, safety
glasses & fashion frames.

COLOUR HIGHLIGHTS EXTENSIONS NANOPLASTY

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY ——

| ®) 021 045 1236

Open Wednesdays & Fridays =
‘ @saskia.co.nz Q@ 701 PORT ROAD, WHANGAMATA

www.eyeplace.nz @ 07 865 0007 @ 612 Port Road
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Banks & politics

Richard Prebble (NZH 24/5/26)
offers us a timely history lesson

on the ownership of banks and

their governance. Both timely and
pertinent in light of the NZ First
Party's stated intention to campaign
on a policy to buy the BNZ.

Prebble highlights the chequered
history of that bank when the
cornerstone shareholder was the
New Zealand Government. As with
all aspects of commerce, if risk is
not managed well the pitfalls can
prove to be very expensive indeed.
Taxpayers were forced to swallow a
bitter and costly pill to bail out the
BNZ over three decades ago.

Both nationally and globally,
banking industry failures can have a
devastating impact on economies. A
more recent example was the global
financial crisis of 2008/2009.

One of the great weaknesses of
democracy is the promotion of
populist policies in the pursuit of
voter support. However, they often
fail to provide a balanced analysis
of the perceived benefits versus the
inherent risks.

The financial strength of trading

at the

pbanks and their profits may be

distasteful to some people but it's
a bit like the challenges of growing
old; it's better than the alternative.

George Williams
WHANGAMATA

Community Boards
Swapped a Ferrari
for a Skateboard

Tuesday last week,
Thames-Coromandel District
Council (TCDC) voted 7-4 to replace
our Community Boards’ Terms of
Reference with a new “Accord.”
Councillors Rasmussen, Brljevich,
Ashman and Smith opposed it, and
RIGHTLY so.

The 2019 Terms of Reference,
adopted by a previous council

and never repealed, give
Community Boards genuine

local decision-making authority

over harbour facilities, parks and
reserves, community halls, libraries,
swimming pools, cemeteries,

local roading, local economic
development, community grants and

We welcome your letters! Email to: whangamatanews@gmail.com

local strategic planning. They have
sat on the shelf, unimplemented, for
six years — not because they failed,
but because successive councils
chose not to give them effect.

The Accord replaces those powers
with the authority to approve street
names, sign off on training, and
allocate small grants - all within
Council policy, guidelines, and
budget. Everything else is reduced
to “feedback,” “input”, and “advice.”
That is not delegation. That is what
the Local Government Act already
requires (s 52).

One councillor put it bluntly during
the debate: “We have just swapped
a Ferrari for a skateboard”. | agree.
Cr Alison Smith voted against
because “the closer a decision

is made to the community it
affects, the better the outcome.”
That principle is the heart of local
democracy, and the Accord walks
away from it.

The argument that the Terms of
Reference “did not deliver” misses
the point. A document cannot be
delivered if it is never picked up. Six
years of non-implementation is an
indictment of the Councillors and
staff, not of the delegation.

Whangamata currently has a
discretionary budget of around
$90,000. When | stood for

Mayor last year, | campaigned for
Community Boards to receive

up to 5% of the district rate take,
which, for our board, would mean
roughly $1.2 million, with matching
responsibility for local assets and
services. That is what genuine local
empowerment looks like.

The Accord is the opposite: it
centralises further control in
Thames, channels every Board
enquiry through Governance
Services, and gives Boards
“speaking rights” rather than
decision-making rights.

Amalgamation is coming. The
stronger our local representation
now, the better placed our
communities will be when
boundaries are redrawn. We have
just made ourselves weaker.

The Accord is up for review in six
months. If you want your voice back,
tell your Board chair, your ward
councillors and the Mayor loudly,
and in writing.

Patrick Kerr
WHANGAMATA
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Best of British a hit

The Whangamata Theatre
Society raised the roof with
their latest production - The
Best of British. Running for

8 shows at the Whangamata
Memorial hall, the 30 strong cast
performed to sell out crowds.
With cabaret style seating, the
show was interactive and highly
entertaining.

Directed by Denise Boston, the
show took the audience from

the 60s right through to the 90s.
With nods to music, comedy, film
and theatre, there was something
for everyone. The show was
Denise’s directional debut for the
Whangamata Theatre Society.
Supported by Lisa Dorreen,
Denise’s vision for an immersive
theatre experience came to life.

The youth cast of girls from

8-15 years danced and sang
their hearts out with energy and
huge smiles. Highlights were the
Bananarama number one Venus
and hits by the Spice Girls. The
audience were transported back
to their youth with a Famous
Five skit complete with Timmy
the dog. Fifteen year old Jenna
Doreen wowed the audience and
earned standing ovations with a
solo of Memory from Cats.

The adult cast were equally
impressive. Tracey Blake and
Jude Briton did an incredible take
off of Patsy and Eddie from the
90s comedy Absolutely Fabulous.
A comical sketch from Are You
Being Served sketch featuring
Mardi O’Shea as Mrs Slocum
topped off the comedy offerings.

Sandie Murray brought the house
down as Annie Lennox with her
perfect rendition of hit singles
Sweet Dreams and Walking

on Broken Glass. A number of
well known locals also took to
the stage, providing top notch / ;
entertainment. For the finale, the
entire cast paid tribute to Queen
with a medley of hits.

Whangamata Theatre Society would like to thank Belinda Lima for her fantastic
choreography, Jeanette Winslade and Jocelyn Moore who did a wonderful job on costumes,
the tech team, front of house, the hair and make up team and everyone who worked
tirelessly behind the scenes to bring this highly polished show to our community.

Photos by Katrina Brickwood
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