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BooFBOLAND 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

P O Box 410, Whangamata 3643 
M: 0274 367 254 

E: jenboof@outlook.com 

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Saturday 21st February 2026
12-4pm

Back by popular request, don’t miss out this year, this is 
your excuse to take a pause from your busy lives, invite 
your friends, with an opportunity to make new friends.

Location – well that is a well kept secret, until the day.

Numbers are strictly limited, $45 per person.
BYO picnic lunch and beverages.

Tables, chairs and umbrellas and live 
music are all provided.
Profits are supporting 

Whangamata Harbour Care.

So simply gather your friends, put the date in 
your diary and scan the QR code to register.

Lunch en Blanc
WHANGAMATA

This week I want to shout out to 
the Hauraki-Coromandel Justices of 
the Peace Association as members 
celebrate the association’s 60th 
anniversary.

Justices of the Peace are a 
constant and reliable presence in 
our community, but it isn’t a group 
many people are aware of until 
they need to make a statutory 
declaration, get a signature 
witnessed, or have copies of 
documents certifi ed. Thankfully, 
local Justices of the Peace can be 
found in all corners of our region, 
quietly carrying out their role as 
the foundation stone of our justice 
system.

In my role as the local Member 
of Parliament, I get to interview 
prospective JPs and sign-o�  their 
nomination forms. This has given 
me the opportunity to meet many 
of the local JPs who have helped 

the Hauraki-Coromandel Justices of 
the Peace Association reach their 
60th anniversary milestone. The 
association has a proud legacy of 
serving our communities and I’m 
sure that this will continue for many 
years to come.

This anniversary is a timely 
reminder of the work done by 
volunteers in our region. Over 
the last couple of months, I have 
had the pleasure of attending 
several similar anniversaries for 
other community groups on the 
Coromandel Peninsula and across 
the Hauraki Plains. The longevity 
of these groups and the continued 
service that is given by volunteers 
in our region is not taken for 
granted and I commend everyone 
who makes an e� ort to give back 
to their community.

– Authorised by Scott Simpson MP, 
614 Pollen St, Thames

Hauraki-Coromandel 
Justices of the Peace 
Assoc. – 60th Anniversary

Beach Babies fully online
There’s been a change in tides… 
introducing the proud new owners 
of Beach Babies Boutique - Naomi, 
Josh and their 6-month-old baby 
Max!

They are so excited to continue 
on the legacy the Flegg sisters - 
Kylee, Erin, Abby & Loren - started 
and built for the past 10 years in 
Whangamatā.

Naomi and Josh have been working 
together on the superyachts 
around the world for the past 
8 years! They love all things to 
do with the beach, ocean, the 
outdoors, and adventure. As new 
parents they are excited to grow in 
this new journey of small business.

Now BBB is fully online, they are 

based in Pāpāmoa Beach, but they 
have close ties to Whangamatā 
with Naomi’s parents, Anna & 
Lindsay Martyn, living in town, it’s 
a regular spot for them & holds a 
special place in their heart.

They look forward to continuing 
to support quality local brands for 
you + your little crew, and o� ering 
a hand-picked curation of beautiful 
clothes & cuteness to match the 
awesome lifestyle in New Zealand 
- where we are so lucky to have 
beaches and mountains on our 
doorstep!

As we start to warm up and 
coincidently get closer to summer, 
keep your eye on the Beach Babies 
socials for new stock arriving soon.
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ACCOUNTING, SYSTEMS + BUSINESS ADVISORS 
COLLINS / JAMES

 14 Haszard Street, WAIHI 
(07) 863 7125
waihioff ice@collinsjames.co.nz

 Cnr Casement Rd & Port Rd, WHANGAMATĀ
(07) 865 8241

  reception@collinsjames.co.nz

Forward Thinking Accounting 
Taxation  /  Estate and Trust Accounting and Taxation / Business Advice

Annual Financial Statements / Management Accounting
GST Returns and Advice / Payroll Services  /  Customised Solutions

www.collinsjames.co.nz
Contact your local o� ice today! 

FUNDRAISING FOR
OUR SCHOOL HALL
UPGRADE!

CAR
WASH
CAR

WASH

OPOUTERE SCHOOL

10AM
CAR WASHING
SAUSAGE SIZZLE
CANDY FLOSS
SEEDLING SALE
RAFFLE TICKETS
+ MUCH MORE!

Come along and
help our families
raise funds to
support our
school.

LABOUR WEEKEND
SUNDAY 26TH OCTOBER

OUTSIDE
WHANGAMATA

THE FIRE
STATION

Quality labelled pre-loved, new & 
near-new clothing, shoes & handbags

AFFORDABLE PRICES
$20 OFF all clothing �35 and over!

Open Friday to Monday 10am to 3pm
Ph 0274 989 360 • Port Rd, Next to Whangamata Pharmacy

Thank you
I wish to sincerely thank everyone 
who supported my campaign for 
Mayor of Thames-Coromandel District 
Council. Your trust and encouragement 
throughout this journey have been deeply 
appreciated.

Congratulations to Peter Revell on his 
election as Mayor, and to all successful 
Councillors and Community Board 
members both returning and new. I wish 
you well in serving our community.

During the campaign, my policies 
resonated with many residents: capping 
rate increases at the lower of CPI or 
3% annually, returning to core services 
only, empowering Community Boards 
with targeted local rates, ensuring real 
transparency through open meetings 
and rotating Council locations. Economic 
development has stagnated. We have 
half of New Zealand’s population within 
2.5 hours’ drive so we must maximise 
our tourism potential and encourage 
not hinder development throughout the 
Peninsula. 

There is much work ahead. I hope the new 
Council will be proactive in addressing 
ratepayers’ concerns about accountability 
and fi scal prudence. Our community 
deserves results and value for money.

Our district needs change, not 
mediocracy.

Thank you again for your support.

Patrick Kerr
FORMER MAYORAL CANDIDATE, TCDC

The local government elections 
are over, and our representatives 
for the next three years are 
confi rmed. 

The Whangamatā Ratepayers 
Association extends 
congratulations to Councillors 
John Freer and Alison Smith, who 
will represent the Southeastern 
Ward. The Whangamatā 
Community Board are an 
experienced group with Mark 
Drury, Neil Evans and Terry 
Walker returned, newly member 
Sally Smith completes the team.  

Peter Revell our new Mayor and  
Councillors will be sworn in on 
October 29,  the Whangamatā 
Community Board  sworn in on 18 
November.

Warren Maher is re-elected as 
Waikato Regional Councillor.

To mark the start of this new 
three-year term,  Whangamatā 
Ratepayers Association are 
planning to organise a series  
Public Meetings throughout the 
year, the fi rst will take place in 
November.

Purpose of the Meeting

Focus on four topics shaping 
Whangamatā’s future:

1. Environment – Rivers, 

estuaries, harbour, beaches, 
and ocean health.

2. Stormwater – Update on 
progress and next steps.

3. Planning for Whangamatā’s 
Future – Now is the time 
identify, prioritise and plan 
for what we the community 
want over the next three years, 
beginning with the 2026/27 
Annual Plan, and leading 
towards a Community Plan, 
Spatial Plan, and projects such 
as the Whangamatā Reuse 
and Recycle Centre and future 
of the Community Swimming 
Pool.

4. Rates – Discussion on 
a� ordability, priorities, and fair 
funding for local facilities.

Meeting Format

The fi rst meeting will feature 
four concise presentations 
(15–20 minutes each) from local 
speakers directly involved in 
these topics.

After the presentations, 
attendees will be invited to share 
their views on whiteboards and 
fl ipcharts around the room. 
These community comments will 
be collected, summarised, and 
circulated to all participants and 
local representatives.

Councillors and Community 
Board members will be available 
throughout the session to meet 
residents and answer questions.

Next Steps

The November meeting will be 
the fi rst of four public meetings 
the Ratepayers Association will 
host over the next 12 months.

The goal is to encourage 
meaningful community 
engagement with Council, 
identify local priorities, and 
ensure Whangamatā’s voice is 
clearly heard in future planning 
decisions.

– Peter Priest, Whangamatā 
Ratepayers Association

Whangamata ratepayers call public 
meetings to set community priorities
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3x major silent auction prizes

Thames-Coromandel District 
Council Mayor-elect Peter Revell 
(left in photo) has announced he 
will appoint Councillor John Grant 
(right in photo) as Deputy Mayor.

Cllr Grant was re-elected on 
Saturday to his second term at 
Council. In his fi rst term, Grant 
served on the Risk and Assurance 
Committee, the Civil Defence 
Emergency Management Group, 
the Local Water Done Well Working 
Group, and the Chief Executive 
Review Committee.

Mayor-elect Peter Revell said, “John 
has impressed me with his work 
ethic, sound judgement, his keen 
eye on the bottom line, but also his 

empathy for how what our Council 
does a� ects all members of the 
community. He has a way of getting 
straight to the heart of the matter 

under consideration.”

Cllr John Grant said, “I’m humbled 

by Peter’s appointment as his 

Deputy Mayor and feel the weight 
of expectation for what needs to 
be delivered in this term of Council. 
I’m looking forward to working with 
our new Mayor and Council at a 
busy time with much to be done. 
My fi rst three years have given me 
a strong grounding in the workings 
of Council, and I’m ready to get 
back to work to deliver for the 
Coromandel community.”

After a long career in fi nancial 
services senior management, Grant 
moved to Whitianga where he 
launched Coromandel’s CFM Radio 
and started an insurance brokerage, 
Coromandel Insurance Services.

– Thames-Coromandel District Council

TCDC Mayor Peter Revell appoints Deputy

Progress and preliminary votes 
were released on 11 October, 
indicating which election 
candidates have been successful in 
their campaigns to represent our 
communities. On 17 October, the 
fi nal count confi rmed the earlier 
results. 

Progress and preliminary votes 
consist of all votes except for special 
votes, which are counted separately. 

Final results include the special 
votes and can, in some elections, 
change an indicated outcome. 

However, in Thames-Coromandel 
there has been no change despite 
some initial narrow margins between 
some candidates. 

Mayor Peter is a returning elected 
member, having served the previous 
term as a Councillor and the term 
before that as a Community Board 
member. 

Our new elected members gathered 
in Thames on 17 October to meet 
each other and share aspirations for 
the term ahead. 

Committees and their respective 

chairpeople will be announced in 
due course, as with the chairpeople 
for our Community Boards. 

Our Council’s Mayor, Councillors 
and Community Board Members 
are scheduled to meet for their 
inaugural meeting on 31 October 
from 8:30am, when they will be 
sworn in.  

Mayor 
• Peter Revell 

Councillors 
• Robert Ashman, 

Coromandel-Colville 

• Tony Brljevich, Mercury Bay 
• John Grant, Mercury Bay 
• Flemming Rasmussen, 

Mercury Bay 
• John Freer, South-Eastern 
• Alison Smith, South-Eastern 
• Michael Barlow, 

Te Tara o Te Ika Māori  
• Greg Hampton, Thames 
• Martin Rodley, Thames 
• Robyn Sinclair, Thames 

To see the successful Community 
Board members and the fi nal vote 
counts visit www.tcdc.govt.nz/
votingresults. 

Final results for Thames-Coromandel District election
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WWW.WHANGAMATACLUB.CO.NZFACEBOOK.COM/THEWHANGACLUB404 PORT ROAD P. 07 865 8705

Labour Weekend

Open 
daily from 

11am

Restaurant
Friday to Sunday from 5:30pm

Bistro
Monday – Friday from 3pm

Saturday & Sunday from 12pm

Dinner menu
From 5pm daily

Labour Weekend will bring more 
than just sunshine and beach-
goers to Whangamatā this year 
– it will also mark the launch of 
the Whangamatā Surf Life Saving 
Club (WSLSC) Life Saver Raffle an 
exciting community initiative to 
help support the club’s brand-new 
building.

The Whangamatā Surf Life 
Saving Club, a cornerstone of 
the community for generations, 
has recently undergone a major 
renovation. The transformation has 
created a modern, purpose-built hub 
designed to better serve lifesaving 
operations and community events. 
While the doors will open in time for 
Labour Weekend, the project still 
requires further funding to ensure 
the finishing touches are complete.

That’s where the Life Saver Raffle 
comes in. Sponsored by The Little 
Gallery, the raffle features a set 
of four individual “Life Saver Lolly 
Sculptures” by renowned artist Clint 
C. These vibrant, playful sculptures 
celebrate the spirit of summer and 
surf culture, while carrying a deeper 
message about lifesaving and 
community support.

The sculptures (30cm diameter 
each) will be on display at The 
Little Gallery Whangamatā and the 
WSLSC where you can view the 
artworks up close and purchase 
your raffle tickets for $20 each to be 
in to win this set (valued at $1500).

Every dollar raised goes directly to 
the Surf Club, helping to cover the 
final costs of the renovation.

“Whangamatā’s beach is at the 
heart of our town, and the Surf 
Club plays a vital role in keeping it 
safe,” says Faye Saunders, owner 
of The Little Gallery. “We’re proud 
to support the club by providing 

these sculptures as prizes and we 
encourage the community to get 
behind the raffle.”

Club Manager Dianna Harrison says 
“We’re so grateful to The Little 
Gallery for supporting our club by 
running the Life Saver Raffle. Their 
generosity is helping us create a 
building the whole community can 

enjoy and be proud of.”

Make sure you secure your ticket 
and help support the future of the 
WSLSC.

Tickets $20 each will be drawn 
live Saturday 24th January at 
the WSLSC – winners will be 
notified and results published in 
Whangamatā & Waihī News.

WSLSC launches ‘Life Saver’ raffle

WIN these four Life Saver wall sculptures.
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Call 07 865 9643 for an alternative time or more 
info contact Deborah Padfi eld (General Manager) MOANA HOUSE & VILLAGE

He whare ahuru — a caring safe place

You’re invited
Retirement living 

and serviced 
apartments sales at 

Moana House 
& Willson Gardens 

Village
Join us to tour and explore our retirement 

community designed for comfort, 
independence, and peace of mind. 

Whether you’re planning for the future or 
ready to make the move, this is the perfect 
opportunity to see what we have to off er.

25th October 10am to 11am    |    26th October 12pm to 1pm    |    27th October 12pm to 1pm

Your new chapter starts here

We are at 353 Tairua Road Whangamata.

Unleash your creativity

Local yoga teacher Emma Scott 
recently returned from Sri Lanka 
after joining the Trunks Up 
Foundation and the Abraham 
Foundation on a conservation-
focused journey to protect 
endangered Asian elephants.

The Abraham Foundation is a 
global non-profit supporting 
animal welfare, while the Trunks Up 
Foundation raises funds for ethical 
elephant conservation projects 
worldwide - including significant 
support for Elephant Nature Park 
in Thailand, where Emma has long 
fundraised through yoga classes, 
retreats, and volunteer trips.

Emma travelled as part of a 
group of like-minded people, all 
passionate about elephant welfare 

and conservation. The trip centred 
on the work of Dr. Pruthu Fernando 
and Dr. Jennifer Pastorini, founders 
of the Centre for Conservation and 
Research (CFC). Their team studies 
and mitigates Sri Lanka’s growing 
human-elephant conflict, where 
elephants can devastate crops 
overnight.

The CFC promotes coexistence 
strategies through electric fencing 
around villages and temporary 
barriers near rice fields, helping 
protect both farmers and elephants.

“Seeing this work up close reminded 
me that compassion and science 
together can create real change,” 
said Emma. “It showed me how 
collaboration across borders can 
protect wildlife and support local 

communities.”

Emma’s ongoing fundraising efforts 
directly support these initiatives, 
helping elephants across Asia. 
Those wishing to contribute or join 
her upcoming yoga fundraising 
events can contact her directly, via 
email balance.emmas@gmail.com 
or phone 027 408 7678.

A Local’s Journey into Sri Lankan Conservation

Join the Day of the Dead Mixed Media Workshop 
and unleash your creativity! 

Day of the Dead (Día de los Muertos) is a vibrant 
Mexican celebration that honours and remembers 
loved ones who have passed away, using colour, 
music, and offerings to welcome the spirits back for 
a joyful reunion with family.

Using a variety of mixed media techniques, you’ll 
create bold, funky, and vibrant artwork.

Learn how to combine paint, collage, texture, and 
embellishments to bring your ideas to life.

If Day of the Dead imagery isn’t your style, don’t 
worry — the same creative techniques can be 
applied to any theme of your choice. This workshop 
is all about experimenting, layering, and developing 
your own unique artistic voice. You’ll come away 
with a distinctive piece of art that truly reflects your 
personality and imagination.

Perfect for beginners and experienced makers alike, 
this fun, hands-on workshop is suitable for ages 13 
and up. Come ready to play, explore, and be inspired!

Book now: Contact Heather Watt 027 388 8007 
heather.watt.create@gmail.com
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Whangamat� Dance Studio is set to dazzle audiences once again 
with their highly anticipated end-of-year production, 2010-2020. 

2010-2020 celebrates the music that de�ned a decade, with 
energetic performances set to the biggest hits from 2010 to 2020.

More than 130 local dancers, aged 5 to 18, will bring the soundtrack 
of a generation to life through jazz, contemporary, hip hop and 
tap. Family-friendly and bursting with colour, 2010-2020 promises 
something for everyone; from chart-topping pop anthems to 
powerful ballads.

Dancers bring a decade 
of hits to the stage

They are taking the stage for 
just three shows only: 
Friday, 31 October, at 7pm, 
and Saturday, 1 November, at 
1pm and 7pm.

Tickets are just $21 and are 
expected to sell quickly. They 
can be purchased online at 
whangamatadancestudio.com  
or by emailing amy@
whangamatadancestudio.com

Don’t miss your chance to 
celebrate a decade of music 
and dance. Book today!

Visit us instore at Main St, WhangamataVisit us instore at Main St, Whangamata
or online at www.bohochic.co.nzor online at www.bohochic.co.nz
Open Wednesday to Sunday 10am-3pmOpen Wednesday to Sunday 10am-3pm
Contact Megan 021 811 457Contact Megan 021 811 457

We stock designer labels & We stock designer labels & 
accessories from Italy, France, accessories from Italy, France, 

Australia, NZ, California & New YorkAustralia, NZ, California & New York
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