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The Associate Minister of Health 
Matt Doocey and the Minister of 
Rural Communities Mark Patterson 
have recently been in our electorate 
as part of a nationwide Rural Health 
Roadshow which reached out to 12 
communities across New Zealand.

This community outreach was 
all about hearing from people 
and getting more insight into the 
challenges and opportunities in our 
health system.

Our region’s session was held last 
week in Thames, and I joined the 
Associate Health Minister at the 
public meetings to listen to what 
people had to say. We also visited 
Thames Hospital to meet with 
frontline health workers to get a 
glimpse of the incredible work that 

they do around the clock, every day 
of the year.

This roadshow is part of a drive to 
improve access to healthcare in rural 
communities, like the Coromandel 
Peninsula and Hauraki Plains. The 
Government believes Kiwis should 
be able to access healthcare 
regardless of where they live in 
New Zealand, which is why we have 
brought in initiatives like 24/7 digital 
health services, expanded after-
hours and urgent care, and green-lit 
the Waikato Medical School. 

There’s always more work to do to 
improve our health system and I 
want to thank everyone who came 
along and shared their experience 
and thoughts on this subject.

Rural Health Roadshow
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The G.J. Gardner Homes 
Whangamatā Half Marathon, 10km 
and 5km attracted another record 
number of entries, with close 
to 2000 runners and walkers 
enjoying a stunning day on 
course.

Twenty year old Casey Thorby 
(Taupo) set a smoking hot pace 
on the half marathon course, with 
a commanding lead on the fi eld 
well before the Wentworth Valley 
turn point, and taking fi rst place in 
a time of 1:08:27. Odette Jennings 
(Tuakau) was fi rst placed female 
runner for the second year in a 
row, smashing 8 minutes o�  her 
2024 time at 1:20:35.

“It’s great to see the continued 
growth in the event overall,” says 
organiser Luke Garea, “and it’s 
especially exciting to see the huge 
increase in entries for the half 
marathon distance.

“It’s a phenomenal course out to 
Wentworth Valley, and relatively 
fl at. We want the G.J. Gardner 
Homes Whangamatā Half 
Marathon to have the reputation 
for being a great course for a PB”. 

In the half marathon walk Allan 
Janes (Auckland) placed fi rst 
in 2:27:06 with Penny Purcell 
(Tauranga) winning the women’s 
walk, and placing second overall in 
a time of 2:34:26.

Twelve seconds separated fi rst and 
second place for the 10km run with 
James Reid (Auckland) holding 
on to his 1st place title from last 

year with a time of 31:55 over Kaya 
Corporaal (Christchurch) at 32:07.

Garea is also quick to point out 
that not everyone is gunning for a 
place, or a personal best.

“Over 75% of entrants enter 
in twos or as a group, with 
90% coming from outside of 
Whangamata,” he shares. “For a 
lot of people, the event is just one 
part of a great weekend away in 
Whangamatā and we do our best 
to make it memorable for every 
participant, regardless of when 
they cross the fi nish line”.

“We’re blessed to have a 
stunning venue on the beach and 
tremendous support from our 
sponsors who really get behind 
the event, plus the community 
involvement to help marshal on 
the course.

“Town was pumping over the 
weekend. The best result would 
be that creating this special 
experience for people will 
translate to more entrants each 
year, who stay longer and more 
local businesses will benefi t,” says 
Garea.

The 2026 event will be celebrating 
30 years of the G.J. Gardner 
Homes Whangamatā Half 
Marathon, 10km and 5km - run or 
walk. You’re invited to the party! 
Save the date - Saturday 26 
September 2026.

Full results are available at www.
whangamatahalfmarathon.co.nz

Good times & dancing 
unicorns at the Half Marathon

Book blast!
Saturday 25 October 9am-2pm

Outside the library, 620 Port Rd, Whangamatā

Thanks to the many generous donations from our community, we have 
large numbers of quality books for sale at great prices! Whatever your 
taste or subject, we have something for you, so come along and browse 
our collection, and stock up for your summer reading. See you there!

Photos by H.Collie and Chilled Edge Photography (runners on the cover).
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Climate worries based on 
science
Climate change is happening and 
while I appreciate George Williams's 
Year 11 General Science lessons, it 
only tells a fraction of the story. Yes, 
we need CO2 to grow food, but 
we are producing so much we are 
putting the planet in danger. A good 
analogy would be that yes we need 
water to survive, but we don't need 
a fl ood that wipes out everything.

The facts are clear. Global 
temperatures are rising, climates 
in many parts of the world are 
changing with droughts and 
extreme weather conditions 
massively a� ecting agriculture. 
If people can't grow food, then 
they are forced to move and these 
migrations out of places like Central 
America then provide talking points 
for right wing politicians to distract 
people from talking about climate 
change. 

George asks "why does livestock 
farming attract so much attention 
from climate scientists?" Well 
the answer is clear. According to 
the Ministry for the Environment 
nearly half of NZ's greenhouse gas 
emissions come from agriculture. 

It has nothing to do with being 
a soft political target, it is simply 
following the science. Conservative 
commentators will attempt to 
obscure the scientifi c facts with 
allegations that our farmers are 
being picked on, but this political 
trick does not obscure the fact that 
we need to do something about 
climate change before it is too late.

John Lipscombe
WHANGAMATĀ

Courage
It is not often we can compliment 
our politicians on their political 
courage.

The announcement of our 
Government's position on the tragic 
confl ict in the Middle East has 
demonstrated an ability to think 
independently by presenting a well 
reasoned argument to explain their 
decision. The soft option would have 
been to take a lazy leap onto the 
populist bandwagon favoured by 
other nations with little meaningful 
e� ect.

Intransigence on both sides involved 
in this ongoing crisis will negate 
any attempt to bring resolution to 
a deep seated refusal to accept the 
other side's right to exist.

The extreme actions of both parties 
to this catastrophe have only 
reinforced the bitterness that has 
existed for generations.

The only hope for peaceful 
settlement will require even 
handed intervention that seeks out 
moderate political views on both 
fronts with the courage required and 
a genuine desire to reach a lasting 
solution.

George Williams
WHANGAMATĀ

Terrible service for elderly 
customer
I had been a long time customer 
of ON GAS, who would deliver my 
gas for my house and water heating 
within 5 days of my ringing.

They have now been bought out by 
EL GAS, where things have changed 
substantially, now it's going to take 
10 - 15 days. I have two large 45 kg 
bottles and I asked them, when they 
deliver, to please shut o�  the new 
bottle allowing me to know when 
I require a new bottle, that way I 
always had another on stand-by.

The last delivery, they didn't, shut 
o�  one of the two, that I alternate, 
resulting in my having NO gas as 

both ran out at the same time. It's 
now been 3 weeks since ringing, and 
still no delivery. I'm using a small  
bbq bottle on top, which my kind 
neighbour lifts for me to go on top 
of the main bottles.

Not only that, when you phone 
them, it's a 20 to 30 minute wait.

Now I face a $4000 heat pump 
alternative.

Brian Grant, 94 Years
WHANGAMATĀ

We welcome your letters!  Email to: whangamatanews@gmail.com
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SMS “Move” to 027 3205 070 
for a no obligation quote
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info@nzmoveit.co.nz
www.nzmoveit.co.nz

Residential & Commercial
Packing  |  Removals  |  Storage

Local, NZ Wide & Worldwide 
Furniture Relocations

“NZ Move It team were incredibly careful with 
my fragile items - the care was very evident!  
Nothing was too hard to assist with - I highly 
recommend their services”

P. McNeill, 2025 (repeat customer)

“The guys were both really nice.  They arrived on 
time and the move went perfectly.  They were 
efficient and worked hard.  It could not have 
been a better experience (and I have moved 
house almost 50 times over the years!)”

R. Preston, 2025

“The boys were marvellous. Couldn’t fault them!”

T. and L. True, 2025

We have an exceptional reputation. 
Just look what our recent customers have to say!

Can collect bulky 
online purchases

Weekly runs 
to Auckland

Small jobs - 
no problem!
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Whangamata 
Ratepayers 
Association (WRA) 
recently hosted a 
Meet the Candidates 
meeting in the 
War Memorial Hall, 
those residents and 
ratepayers in attendance were 
able hear the candidates for the 
various electoral positions, Mayor, 
Councillor, Community Board and 
Waikato Regional Council answer a 
series of preset questions.  

Feedback from those attending, 
regarding the quality of candidate 
responses to those questions 
was positive, as they provided a 
clear indication where individual 
candidates stood on a wide range of 
topics and issues. 

The next three years will be pivotal 

for the future direction of council 
activities that will a� ect everyone on 
the peninsula. 

It is especially important 
that both resident and non-
resident ratepayers participate in 
the election as they represent a 
signifi cant number of votes.

The importance of voting in the 
upcoming Local Government 

Elections cannot be understated, 
at the time of preparing this article, 
only 17% of the approximate 4,500 
eligible voters have done so.

Voting papers can be be hand 
delivered and dropped into 
the ballot box in the Thames 
Coromandel District Council 
Whangamata Service Centre 
(Council o�  ce) 620 Port Road, 
Whangamata, up until Saturday 11 

October 2025 between 9.00am to 
12.00 noon (deadline)

TCDC Whangamata Service Centre 
(Council o�  ce) is open Monday to 
Friday 8:30 am to 4.00pm 

If you have voted, thank you. if not 
we encourage you to do so and 
also encourage your friends and 
neighbours to do so.

Disclaimer: Whangamata Ratepayers 
Association does not endorse any 
particular candidate standing for 
election in the upcoming Local Govt 
Election.  

WRA remains neutral at all times 
while facilitating a ”Meet the 
Candidates” public meeting and 
encouraging the community to vote.

– Peter Priest, Whangamata 
Ratepayer Association  (WRA)

Meet the Candidates

GOLFGOLF ClassicClassic
Three of the Coromandel’s top golf courses –

• THE LAKES RESORT – PAUANUI
• TAIRUA GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB • TITOKI – WHANGAMATA

again join together for our golf tournament. The Paradise Coast Golf Classic is
designed to bring you back to the coast you love, playing the game you adore.

$220
Numbers limited to 120 players

THURSDAY 27 NOV
FRIDAY 28 NOV

SATURDAY 29 NOV

WHAT’S HAPPENING?
27 Nov 60 will play at Tairua and the other 60 will play
 at The Lakes with a 10.30am shotgun start
28 Nov The players will swap courses also with a 10.30am
 shotgun start
29 Nov Whangamata Golf Club all 
 play with a 9am shotgun start
PRIZES
Thursday-Friday daily prizes, 
Saturday fi nals
THANKS TO:
Enterprise Whangamata Inc

GROSS AND
STABLEFORD – TWOS
Handicap Men 27, Women 40 $10,000+

worth of
PRIZES

Proudly sponsored by our Gold partners:

Auckland

Major Prize
2 golfers • 4 rounds

1-night accomm.
$200 F&B

Te Arai Links

SELLING FAST!  Register at 

www.paradisecoastgolfclassic.co.nz

Mountain biking champion
Cycling NZ Schools National MTB 
Championships took place over 
the last week in Nelson with over 
600 students participating from 
all over the country. Whangamata 
Area School had three students 
travel down to Nelson to compete in 
their chosen disciplines in mountain 
biking. The fi rst event kicked o�  
on Tuesday with the downhill race, 
weather wasn’t on their side with 
rain and mud making it di�  cult 

conditions to stay upright on the 
bike. Kobe Mulrennan, aged 12, 
claimed the second position on the 
podium for the under 13s downhill 
event. The next event for Kobe was 
the enduro race which is made up 
of 5 timed stages on grade 4 and 5 
tracks. Kobe was dominant in this 
event winning all 5 stages in his age 
group and getting redemption after 
a crash in his downhill race run as he 
claimed the top spot on the podium. 
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WWW.WHANGAMATACLUB.CO.NZFACEBOOK.COM/THEWHANGACLUB404 PORT ROAD P. 07 865 8705

Open 
daily from 

11am

Restaurant
Friday to Sunday from 5:30pm

Bistro
Monday – Friday from 3pm

Saturday & Sunday from 12pm

Dinner menu
From 5pm daily

Labour Weekend

Whangamatā has a new name 
on the block — and it’s one 
you’ll want to remember. The 
town’s information centre has 
been reimagined and relaunched 
as Discover Whangamatā, a vibrant 
hub designed to showcase the best 
of our people, our places, and our 
stories.

What makes this transformation 
special isn’t just the refreshed look 
— it’s the people behind it. The 
centre runs thanks to a dedicated 
crew of volunteers, guided with 
energy and steady hands by Danielle 
Durrant and Ryan Thompson. The 
whole project was the brainchild 
of Peter and Sue Priest and Ryan 
Thompson, who saw the need for 
Whangamatā to have a hub that 
celebrates the town’s spirit and 
creates connections that go far 
beyond handing out maps.

Discover Whangamatā is about 
connection. For visitors, it’s a first 
stop to unlock surf spots, bush 
trails, foodie gems and boutique 
shopping. For locals, it’s a place to 
share stories and feel proud of what 
our community offers. It’s not just 
about pointing people in the right 
direction — it’s about inviting them 
into the Whangamatā way of life.

Local businesses: your time to shine

Here’s where it gets exciting for local 
operators. Discover Whangamatā 
isn’t just a visitor’s hub — it’s also 
a platform for businesses to get 
noticed. Listings on the Discover 

Whangamatā website are now 
open, and the rates are refreshingly 
affordable.

For just $25 a year, you can put your 
business on the map with a basic 
listing. That means locals and the 
thousands of visitors rolling into 
town can find you quickly and easily.

Not ready to invest in your own 
website? Discover Whangamatā 
has thought of that too. You can 
opt for a mini landing page hosted 
on their site — a simple, low-cost 
way to build an online presence. It’s 
ideal for BnB owners, side hustlers, 

or small businesses who just want 
to be visible without the stress of 
managing a website.

More than marketing

Joining Discover Whangamatā 
isn’t only about promotion — it’s 
about pride. Every listing supports a 
bigger vision: growing Whangamatā 
as a place where visitors are 
inspired and locals are uplifted. It’s 
community-driven, grounded in our 
love of surf, bush, kai, and boutique 
finds, and powered by genuine 
hospitality.

So, if you run a café, a kayak tour, 
a yoga class, or even rent out the 
bach downstairs — here’s your 
invitation. Be part of the story.

Discover Whangamatā is more than 
a hub. It’s a welcome mat to the 
world — rolled out by locals, for 
locals, and anyone who wants to 
experience the spirit of our coastal 
gem.

Ready to join? Jump in 
at discoverwhangamata.nz or 
email Danielle at connect@
discoverwhangamata.co.nz.

A fresh new hub for locals, visitors & businesses

From front left: Peter Priest, Danielle Durrant, and Ryan Thompson, pictured with some of the volunteers.
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