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Every day, 74 New Zealanders 
hear the words, “you have 
cancer” and their life changes 
forever.

But there is hope. Together 
we can help fund life-saving 
cancer research and provide 
support to cancer patients 
and their whānau on Da� odil 
Day. Da� odil Day, on Friday 
29 August, is the Cancer 
Society’s largest fundraising 
event. Every donation helps 
the Cancer Society’s essential 
support in the Waikato and 
Bay of Plenty. Donations from 
Da� odil Day also fund ground-
breaking cancer to help reduce 
the impact and incidence of 
cancer for future generations. 
The Cancer Society is not 
directly government funded 
and relies on support from the 
community to ensure the 1 in 
3 do not face cancer alone. 
Please give generously when 
you see a street collector this 
Da� odil Day. Or donate online 
by visiting da� odilday.org.nz.

A year of impact

Here are some of the ways 
Cancer Society Waikato/Bay of 
Plenty has supported people 
with cancer in our region over 
the last fi nancial year, thanks to 
the overwhelming generosity of 
the community:

• 3,724 the number of people 
in our community we have 
assisted through our services.

• 104,657 kilometres driven 
by volunteers transporting 
people to treatment.

• 17,145 the number of bed 
nights provided at the Cancer 
Society’s Lions Lodge.

• 43,650 the number of meals 
served at the Cancer Society’s 
Lions Lodge.

• $252,583 the amount 
contributed to national cancer 
research to help reduce the 
impact and incidence of 
cancer.

1 in 3 of us will get 
cancer in our lifetime

Please donate this Daffodil Day.
Because the 1 in 3 who’ll get cancer in their 
lifetime could be you, or someone you love.

Donate Now
daffodilday.org.nz

Friday 29 August

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Whangamata  |  636 Port Road    |     07 865 8562     |     whangamata@flooringxtra.co.nz

FLOORINGXTRA.CO.NZ

FLOORING TO FLOORING TO 
SUIT YOUR STYLESUIT YOUR STYLE

Phone or email us! We’re measuring & laying! View samples instore!

Scrapped surcharges a win 
for New Zealanders
Those pesky notes on EFTPOS 
machines across the country which 
warn customers that their payment 
could incur a surcharge will soon be 
a thing of the past.

In my capacity as Commerce 
and Consumer A� airs Minister, I 
announced that the Retail Payment 
System (Ban on Surcharges) 
Amendment Bill will be introduced 
to Parliament by the end of 2025, 
with the changes expected to come 
into force by May 2026, at the latest.

This will ban in-store payment 
surcharges, including for Visa, 
Mastercard, and EFTPOS. That 
means when you see a price on the 
shelf, that’s the price you’ll been 
charged regardless of the method 
you choose to pay with.

Surcharges are more than just an 
annoyance for customers, those 
little fees add up. The Commerce 
Commission estimates New 
Zealanders pay around $150 million 
annually in surcharges, including 
$45–$65 million in excessive 
charges. That’s a hefty amount 
which has been added onto your 
morning co� ee bill for too long.

It's understandable that people 
are wary that businesses will just 
pass along the costs of accepting 
card payments to their customers, 
but the Commerce Commission 
has already ruled that banks must 
reduce these interchange fees. 
This will help retailers manage the 
costs associated with transactions, 
while also levelling the playing fi eld 
for many businesses across the 
country who have not being using 
surcharges.

The removal of instore surcharges 
is a practical change, because it 
shouldn’t be up to the customer 
to choose the most cost-e�  cient 
way of making a payment at 
the till. This is part of a wider 
shift towards modern, low-cost, 
competitive payment systems, and a 
Government push for open banking 
and new technology coming online 
later this year.

Times are still tough for many 
households, and this change is 
another way we’re helping to ease 
the cost of living.

– Authorised by Scott Simpson MP, 
614 Pollen St, Thames

For further enquiries, please contact Lena Cordery, 
Communications and Marketing Specialist: 

lenacordery@cancersociety.org.nz  or phone 027 255 9464.
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Thank you for investing in our community by shopping 
local you are supporting our local businesses.

‘Shop Local’ is continuing until 29 August 2025.

Proudly supported by

SHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPLocal

Simple: 
Shop - Scan to enter
Proof of purchase is required to collect the prize

Prize money up for grabs:Prize money up for grabs:

Simple: Simple: 

1st Prize 

$300
2nd Prize 

$150
3rd Prize 

$100

SMS “Move” to 027 3205 070 
for a no obligation quote

07 866 5589
info@nzmoveit.co.nz
www.nzmoveit.co.nz

Residential & Commercial
Packing  |  Removals  |  Storage

Local, NZ Wide & Worldwide 
Furniture Relocations

“NZ Move It team were incredibly careful with 
my fragile items - the care was very evident!  
Nothing was too hard to assist with - I highly 
recommend their services”

P. McNeill, 2025 (repeat customer)

“The guys were both really nice.  They arrived on 
time and the move went perfectly.  They were 
efficient and worked hard.  It could not have 
been a better experience (and I have moved 
house almost 50 times over the years!)”

R. Preston, 2025

“The boys were marvellous. Couldn’t fault them!”

T. and L. True, 2025

We have an exceptional reputation. 
Just look what our recent customers have to say!

Can collect bulky 
online purchases

Weekly runs 
to Auckland

Small jobs - 
no problem!
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The Whangamatā Ratepayers 
Association would like to express 
its full support for Ian Holyoake’s 
recent letter and, more importantly, 
his invitation to change the tone 
and approach around stormwater 
decision-making in our town.

Ian’s call for a reset is timely, fair, 
and constructive. It’s not about 
stopping progress. It’s about making 
sure progress is built on trust, 
transparency, and a shared vision for 
what’s best for Whangamatā.

Too often we hear about 
“community having a seat at the 
table,” but that only works if people 
around that table are truly being 
heard. Let’s not forget—those 
who give their time to engage 
with Council processes, attend 
workshops, or represent community 
groups do so voluntarily, and with 
genuine care for the future of this 
town. They also bring deep respect 
for the consultants and professionals 
involved. This isn’t about opposing 
expertise—it’s about combining it 
with local insight, lived experience, 

and a shared desire to get it right.

When those contributions are 
overlooked, or when past planning 
like the 2019 Master Plan is ignored 
without explanation, it sends a 
damaging message: that community 
input is optional. That’s not good 
enough—not in a town like ours.

Ian’s invitation for independently 
chaired, facilitated dialogue is a 
way forward that allows everyone 
to bring their best selves to the 
table. It’s a chance to move from 
frustration to partnership. And with 
the Hetherington Road works still in 
early stages, now is exactly the right 
time to push pause and make space 
for that collaboration.

Whangamatā deserves smart, 
sustainable stormwater solutions. 
And it deserves a Council that’s 
willing to work with—not just for—
the community.

Ngā mihi,

Peter Priest
CHAIRMAN, WHANGAMATĀ 
RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION

We welcome your letters!  Email to: whangamatanews@gmail.com

We welcome your letters: Send them to whangamatanews@gmail.com
Your letters must be no longer than 250 words and must include your full 

name (no nom de plumes) and where you're from. Whangamatā & Waihi News
reserves the right to edit, or to not print, submitted letters.

As cost of living remains front of 
mind it is pertinent to consider some 
of the factors that have contributed 
to the situation.

One positive element currently 
attracting much debate is the price 
of butter, which is in fact, good 
for our economy. Inevitably, the 
present global demand will stimulate 
increased production internationally 
and so return balance to the supply 
and demand cycle. Red meat is 
another product a� ected by similar 
circumstances.

On the negative side, political 
decisions have contributed to 
the increasing costs we face. A 
successful campaign by activists 
who know little about animal 
husbandry, saw the price of eggs 
double when the most e�  cient 
means of production was legislated 
out of the industry. Our local pork 
industry was similarly impacted.

Electricity costs have risen as a 
result of the decision to shut down 
our natural gas resources while 
failing to develop economically 
viable alternatives. The most 
expensive and unreliable means 
of generation, wind and solar, 
are now favoured. The result has 
forced us to become the only 
country in the world to transition 
from lower emissions natural gas 
to coal fi red generation. To date, 
further development of hydro and 
geothermal are buried under the 
Resourse Management Act and we 
all pay the price.

Emissions levies add cost to fuel and 
transport which leads to ramping up 
the cost of everything. 

We all pay the penalty for political 
ideology that is of questionable 
merit and expensive consequence.

George Williams
WHANGAMATA

Costly ConsequencesBacking Ian’s Invitation: A Call for a True 
Council-Community Partnership
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Who’s really making the decisions?
A community-led spotlight on 
council decisions, planning 
failures, and the urgent need for 
a Spatial Plan for Whangamatā. 
The Whangamatā Ratepayers 
Association is publishing a series 
of these articles calling for smarter, 
more transparent planning in our 
town. 

In Article 2, we examine the newly 
constructed wetland in Williamson 
Park — an estimated $750,000 
project that’s raised more questions 
than answers. Was it the best 
use of public money? Why were 
community voices shut out? And 
could it all have been avoided with 
proper strategic planning? Read 
more at whangamataratepayers.
org.nz — and see why better 
planning means a better future for 
Whangamatā.

Could a Spatial Plan Have Saved 
Williamson Park?

Williamson Park is the beating heart 
of Whangamatā. Locals and visitors 
flock there for markets, concerts, 
surf club events, and lazy summer 
afternoons.

That’s why the decision to construct 
a permanent wetland — instead of 
simpler, less intrusive, and more 
cost-effective options — left many 
asking: Why this option, and why 
weren’t we properly consulted? At 
the core of this issue is a bigger 
planning gap: Whangamatā has no 
Spatial Plan.

What Is a Spatial Plan — and Why 
Does It Matter?

A Spatial Plan is a long-term 
blueprint for how a town grows. 
It connects land use, transport, 
stormwater, housing, recreation, and 
environmental protection under one 
coordinated strategy. It identifies 
where to protect, where to invest, 
and how public money can best 
serve the future. Without it, towns 
are left making piecemeal decisions 
— solving short-term problems while 
creating bigger ones down the line. 
Williamson Park is a clear example.

What Went Wrong?

The wetland was intended to 
manage stormwater following 
Cyclones Hale and Gabrielle. But 
instead of upgrading the broader 
drainage network, the project 
redirected a larger catchment into 
a small pond built in the 1970s. 
The result? A design many believe 
falls short of regional drainage 
standards — approved without clear 

explanation, engineering reports, or 
transparent costings. WRASWAG 
(Whangamatā Ratepayers 
Stormwater Action Group) — a 
volunteer group that dedicated 
hundreds of hours to improving 
flood planning — was cut out of the 
process.

Basic information had to be 
requested under the Official 
Information Act. Much of it is still 
withheld.

Now, what was once a small pond 
has been transformed into a larger, 
permanent wetland — reducing 
usable space and impacting how 
the park is used for events and 
recreation. And there’s still no public 
breakdown of how the $750,000 
was spent.

What a Spatial Plan Could Have 
Delivered

With a Spatial Plan, Whangamatā 
could have had:

•	A clear town-wide stormwater 
strategy

•	Recreational zones like Williamson 
Park clearly protected

•	Transparent evaluation of costs 
and alternatives

•	Proper sequencing of 
infrastructure to avoid long-term 
clashes

Instead, we’re left with reduced park 
usability and growing frustration 
over opaque decision-making.

What Needs to Happen

The Whangamatā Ratepayers 
Association is calling for:

1.	A full Spatial Plan — with genuine 
public input

2.	Full transparency around 
infrastructure spending

3.	Real collaboration with community 
groups — not token consultation

We support smart environmental 
upgrades and resilience — but they 
must be strategic, transparent, and 
community-led.

•	Visit whangamataratepayers.org.nz

•	Sign our petition for better 
planning

•	Talk to your councillors — and ask: 
Where is Whangamatā’s Spatial 
Plan?

If we want smarter infrastructure, 
protected green space, and better 
use of ratepayer money — we need 
to plan for it.

– Whangamata Ratepayers Assoc

WhangamataWhangamata

“We would unreservedly recommend Phil Clark as one of the hardest working, ethical 
real estate agents we have ever had the pleasure to work with.”

Recipe For Success
The 4 essentials to sell your home

1. Great Photos
2. Eff ective Marketing
3. Exceptional Closing & Negotiating Skills
4. Relentless Agent On Your Side

We will stage/style your property for free!
Photos are important, we do everything we can to make sure they are fantastic.

My commission rate is extremely competitive. I have been successfully selling real 
estate for 30 years in all market conditions.

You don’t need a big team, you need someone 
who will get the job done!

Precision Real Estate Ltd MREINZ Licensed REA 2008

PHIL CLARK   021 940 041
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Whai Rugby League ready for action

WWW.WHANGAMATACLUB.CO.NZFACEBOOK.COM/THEWHANGACLUB404 PORT ROAD P. 07 865 8705

Open 
daily from 

11am

Restaurant
Friday to Sunday from 5:30pm

Bistro
Monday – Friday from 3pm

Saturday & Sunday from 12pm

Dinner menu
From 5pm daily

If the rugby league muster held recently 
for Whangamatā’s league teams is 
anything to go by, it's going to be a 
cracker of a 6-week season!

Whangamatā & Waihi News caught up 
with Daniel Paul, Club Captain, Coach 
and face of the Whai Rugby League 
Club, Whangamatā. 

Two years ago the muster was 40. This 
year, according to Paul, the muster was 
130 keen young league players. This 
makes for a few problems with jersey 
numbers and the like but is more than 
made up for by the energy and joy on 
display during the drills the various 
teams were put through.

The competition is a six week one, 
starting on the 16th August. There 
are 12 other clubs involved - Manaia, 
Mercury Bay, Tairua, Whangamatā, 
Waihi/Katikati, Katikati, Matamata, 
Paeroa, Ngatea Rugby and Sports, 
Ngatea Rugby League and Thames. 

Each Club would have 6-10 teams.

Some of the team won't have played 
before, coming usually from a rugby 
background so the next couple 
of weeks will be partly involved in 
familiarising all with the various rule 
differences between the codes.

The season starts in Thames, with one 
of several Festival days spread over the 
six weeks. These festival days will be 
held at clubs with the capacity to hold 
such events, such as Thames, Mercury 
Bay, Ngatea and Paeroa.

Paul gave a big shout out to the 
committee, and to the volunteers who 
help to make things flow week after 
week.

Good luck to all the players and 
teams involved, get along to Thames 
to watch the season kick off – Go 
Whanga!

– Photos & story by Mark James
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*Refers selected models, ask in-store for details.

Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager 
021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

1 Hikuai Settlement Road, Hikuai 
www.prescottsgarages.co.nz

Power and 
performance

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product. We also demonstrate and deliver. Visit husqvarna.com today

5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY#

# Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details.

• GPS wire free
• All new EdgeCut
• Up 1000m2
• 30% slope performance
• 4G and WiFi connected
• Radar
• Theft protection
• Made in England

Electrical installation costs not included.

$6,058
Fitted

NEW
Husqvarna 410 XE 
Nera Automower

Kia ora artists, 
friends, and 
supporters, 
Welcome to the 
latest update from 
the Whangamata 
Arts Collective. 

It’s been a season of exciting 
developments, collaborations, and 
community engagement, and we’re 
thrilled to share what we’ve been 
working on—and what’s coming 
next.

Upcoming Events & Exhibitions
Artists Monthly get-together 
Saturday, 16 August, 9.30am to 
2pm at Cornerstone House, Ocean 
Rd (behind Challenge Gas Station).

Let’s connect, create and support 
each other’s art journey. Join us 
for a relaxed monthly get-together 
where we share ideas, spark 
inspiration and work on your art in 
good company. Bring your current 

project or just come along for the 
creative buzz.

You’re welcome to drop in at any 
time. No charge.

Workshop: Phone Photography for 
Artists “Seeing Di� erently Through 
Your Lens”

Saturday, 23 August, 1-4pm.

This 3-hour workshop is designed 
to help artists use their phones as 
powerful creative tools. It covers 
artistic shooting techniques, creative 
prompts, and how to professionally 
photograph your own artwork using 
only a mobile device. Gail Stent 
is an experienced, international 
photographer & facilitator. This 
workshop will be fi lled with practical 
tips for enhancing photos without 
losing your artistic soul. Members

$40, non-members $50.

Limited places. Register and pay at 
Whangamata Information Centre.

Workshop: Creative Writing 
Workshop Part 2

Our recent Writers Workshop 
was a fantastic success, with 15 
enthusiastic participants diving 
into creative expression under the 
inspiring guidance of Anne Bradley. 
Anne’s engaging and insightful 
facilitation created a vibrant space 
for storytelling and connection. 
We’re thrilled to announce a follow-
up session (Part 2) is in the works. 
Stay tuned for details!

Bookings essential once dates have 
been confi rmed. 

Spring Event: Art in Motion

Sunday, 19 October, 2pm to 5pm. 
$25 per person.

A mix & mingle afternoon for art 
lovers, creatives and guests. New, 
original artwork will be exhibited 
& for sale. And, to add to the fun 
we invite you to put a little ‘sass’ 

in your style and come dressed as 
a piece of your favourite art, as an 
artist or create your own dress-
up style. Prizes to be won, ra�  es 
to win. Tickets from Whangamata 
Information Centre from September!

Thanks again to our fantastic 
team of volunteers, committee 
members and sponsors who are 
always backing the creative sector. 
With your support and our great 
fundraising initiatives, we have 
purchased a container to store all 
the

Whangamata Arts Collective 
equipment that we need to put on 
all our annual events and exhibitions!

Contact us to become a 
member and get benefi ts. 
Visit artscollective.co.nz and 
go to the membership page 
to join up! Contact us on 
artscollectivewhanga@gmail.com 
or through our Facebook.

Artful Insights

Comfort Kai always appreciate fresh donations
Every 
Wednesday 
evening the 
warmth and 
chatter of 
conversations 
greets you at Cornerstone House. 
The relaxed comfortable vibe from 
people who enjoy the chance of a 
regular catch up in a place where 
everyone is welcome.

Cornerstone House is where 
Comfort Kai is situated. For four 
years now it has been the place 
where individuals and whanau are 
sure to get a warm welcome and 
enjoy a free home cooked meal.

The Comfort Kai meal is cooked 
by a regular group of amazing 
volunteers who plan, cook and serve 
delicious kai every week.

A massive shout out must go to our 
local community. Their donations of 
meat, fresh fi sh, seasonal vegetables 
and fruit help to create the weekly 
meal. Financial donations are also 
hugely appreciated.

A big thank you must go to the 
Whangamata Anglican Church who 
provide the venue and allow it to be 
transformed into a buzzing cafe for 
the evening.

Dinner is served between 5 and 
5.30pm every Wednesday evening 
at Cornerstone, 101 Ocean Rd. 
Come and join us for a meal and 
a catch up. Check out the Eastern 
Coromandel Community Services 
Trust Facebook page for the weekly 
menu.

– Jess Morrison, ECCS
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LEADERSHIP YOU CAN COUNT ON

Peter Revell 

for Mayor

Vote

Control rates
Empower communities
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Whangamata Harbour birds: The oystercatchers
Oystercatchers are, both visually 
and vocally, one of the more 
distinctive of our harbour's birdlife. 
Both the Variable species and the 
more common Pied species can be 
seen on our beaches, harbour and 
estuarine areas. 

In earlier years the variable 
oystercatcher was known as the 
North Island Pied Oystercatcher 
(NIPO) and the South Island species 
as the SIPO. 

Confusingly however, both species 
live and breed in both the North 
and South Islands. By far the great 
majority of Pied oystercatchers live 
and breed in the South Island (total 
NZ population about 90,000) and 
roughly equal numbers of Variable 
oystercatchers live and breed in 
the North and South Islands (about 
3,000 in each). Due to hunting, 
both species were in serious decline 
by the early 1900's. They have 
increased significantly since they 
were protected in 1940 and are no 
longer considered threatened. Their 
Conservation Status is “protected 
endemic”.

The Variable Oystercatcher is the 
species found living year round 
on our Whangamatā beaches and 
harbour areas. Its plumage is mostly 
entirely black but some individuals 
can have varying amounts of white 
feathering on their underparts and 
lower back. They are a bit bigger 
and heavier than their Pied cousins. 

Both species' distinctive red bill and 
orange-red eyes are stand-out  
features. At this time of year most 
of the local birds, numbering 
about 80, tend to flock together at 
their favoured high-tide roosting 
sites. They are joined at these 
sites by numbers of their “Pied” 
cousins, sometimes exceeding 100 
individuals, that have migrated 
here to escape the colder southern 
winter. Although both species do 
not seem to mind roosting closely 
together, they do tend to cluster 
amongst their own. 

The majority of local birds flock 
during the winter months, but some 
paired birds remain on their natal 
territories year round. Established 
pairs remain together from year 
to year. Each September with the 
commencement of the breeding 

season, paired birds, old and new, 
will return to their natal areas and 
either reclaim their former nesting 
territories or form new ones close 
by. Their nests are similar to the 
NZ dotterels, being simple scrapes 
in the beach sands or gravels, 
just above spring-tide and wave 
surge reach. Usually 3-5 eggs are 
laid at intervals of 1 every 2 days. 
Both sexes incubate, with the 
female usually taking the daytime 
shifts while the male defends their 
territory from predators and other 
intruders. Such duties can involve 
distraction activities such as broken-
wing displays in their attempts to 
lure potential predators away. A 
more aerial approach is used by 
some, with repeated swooping 
dives accompanied by loud alarm 
calls that can be quite scary to 
threatening predators as well as to 

unsuspecting human intruders. On 
hatching, the downy chicks stay in 
the nest for 1-2 days and on leaving 
are fed by both parents for the next 
3 weeks while learning to fossick for 
their own needs. The chicks fledge 
at around 40-50 days old. They 
remain close to their territories for 
the next couple of months before 
dispersing to join others at their 
winter flocking sites.

Oystercatchers' diet is mainly 
shellfish such as tuatua, pipi, 
muscles and cockles, worms, crabs, 
small fish and invertebrates. They 
open bivalve shellfish by stabbing 
and twisting their powerful bill 
between the two parts of the shell 
to open and expose the sought-
after fleshy contents.

– John Adams

Variable Oystercatcher. � Photo by John Adams Pied Oystercatcher. � Photo by Bevan Walker
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Gearing up for grand final

farm@corovets.co.nz
www.corovets.co.nz

Whangamata Clinic:
215 Aickin Road, Whangamata

Waihi Clinic:
10 Mueller St, Waihi

Tairua Clinic:
1 Wharf Road, Tairua

We provide a wide range of services
for your Farm Animals:

Animal Health Plans
Springtime Emergency Services
Ultrasound Pregnancy Testing
Mastitis Management & Prevention
Lameness Management & Prevention
Trace Element testing 

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Body Condition Scoring
Reproduction Programmes
Debudding & Dehorning
Vaccinations
Geldings

0800 267 683

A great start for our Whangamatā 
Junior Pennants Golf Teams who 
competed at Ngaruawahia on 
Sunday the 20th of July. The boys 
are currently sitting 5th & 7th out of 
16 teams with a solid shot at both 
teams making top 4 for a place in 
the grand fi nal!

Keep up the awesome work boys 
and good luck for your next two 

events, we’re very proud of you all.

Junior sessions are on every 
Wednesday at 3:30pm, and Sunday, 
2pm, at the Williamson golf course. 
All welcome to sign up."

Junior sessions are on every 
Wednesday at 3:30pm, and Sunday, 
2pm, at the Williamson golf course. 
All welcome to sign up."

Left to right: Lachie Ashford, Ryley Cunningham, Beau Rogers, Ryan Ellery, 
Curtis Price, Jesse Trebilco, Grayson Baker, Jack Martin, Mekhai Webb, Finn 
Foster and Junior Golf Manager: Michael Wickham. Photo supplied.

Recently our wonderful stall 
holders made two generous 
donations – $500 to the Food 
Bank (Whangamata Community 
Services Trust), which also 
supplies Comfort Kai, to o� er free 
meals on Wednesday nights at 
Cornerstone House. They had lost 
some essential funding recently so 
the need is higher than ever.

An additional $500 was also 
given to the Whangamata Cancer 
Support Group which meets on 
the 4th Monday of each month.

You may not be aware that the 
group has donated to many 
groups in the past, and they 
are always happy to receive 
suggestions of other groups they 
may not have heard of.

So shop at our Sunday Market, the 
more customers they get to the 
market, the more stall holders they 
will generate and therefore the 
more they are able to donate, as 
the donations are from stallholder 
fees. Which are still only $5.

– Jennie Black

Generous givers from our 
Sunday Market team

WHANGAMATA JUNIOR GOLF FUNDRAISER

Raffle

GT DRIVER
VOKEY

WEDGES X3
SCOTTY

CAMERON

$3800 VALUE!

$10! $10!

Reserve yours by emailing juniors@whangagolf.co.nz

Custom Fit

Tour Spec
Shafts and

Grips

Custom Fit

Tour Spec
Shafts and

Grips
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Inside BEDS R US WHANGAMATĀ
419 Port Road, Whangamata

07 865 9027

Inside BEDS R US WAIHI
94 Seddon Street, Waihi

07 863 8787

Winter Floor Clearance Sale
30-60% OFF 

Everything In StoreEverything In Store

60%
OFF

50%
OFF

NZ Made Duke Lounge Suite

40%
OFF

Oscar Double/Single 
Bed Frame
Was $1065 NOW $639
(Mattresses & accessories not included)

40%
OFF

Sullivan Buff et 
Was $1189 NOW $699

60%
OFF

Cozy Cuddle Large Swivel Tub 
Was $1699 NOW $679

Arctic 
Tallboys

50%
OFF

NZ Made 
Coastwood 
Furniture

50%
OFF

Kasai Fabric Recliners 
Was $1995 NOW $997

50%
OFF

Entertainment 
Units

30%
OFF
Rugs

Zarah 2 Seater NOW $695
Zarah 3 Seater NOW $999
Zarah 2 Seater NOW $695Zarah 2 Seater 
Zarah 3 Seater 
Zarah 2 Seater 35%

OFF

Petra Bedroom Furniture 
(Accessories not Included)

Norfolk 3 Seater 
Recliner Suite 

(Accessories not Included)

NOW $1999Petra Bedroom Furniture 

30%
OFF
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For more information, please phone (07) 865 9643
Deborah Padfield (General Manager)
353 Tairua Road, Whangamata

MOANA HOUSE & VILLAGE
He whare ahuru — a caring safe place

For sale 2 bedroom village units under 
ORA contract $649,000. Please note 
numbers 1 and 5 will be coming on the 
market shortly.

You will be entering a fully refurbished 
home with 2 bedrooms, an open plan 
lounge/diner and new modern kitchen 
with all new appliances. Heat pump 
in the lounge and under fl oor heating. 
Internal access to a single garage with 
laundry. A beautifully kept garden area 
attached to the units,  that is maintained 
by our gardeners. 

Great location close to all amenities and 
the beach.

Also available – one-bedroom serviced 
apartments within the main facility 
building, also under ORA selling at 
$370,000. For those not ready for 
permanent care support but want to 
maintain their independence.  We can 
provide services such as medication 
management and meals provision for an 
additional cost. These have one parking 
space available and exit either onto a 
small patio area or into the beautifully 
kept enclosed garden area. 

For more information and to view the 
serviced apartments please contact the 
facility on 07 865 9643 and we will be 

happy to chat through this option with 
you.

Moana House Rest Home and Hospital 
has vacancies for those who require just 
a little bit more daily support from our 
wonderful Health Care Assistants and 
Nurses. A nurse is on duty 24 hrs a day 
7 days a week. Personalised Care Plans 
that support spiritual and cultural needs 
to be met as well as assistance with all 
your daily needs.

Our day centre is a great way to get to 
know us and for you to have some social 
activity.

Thinking of spoiling yourself, how about 
using our meals on wheels service. We 
have wonderful volunteers who deliver a 
nutritional meal to your door. Prices on 
enquiry.

A little time away from home or give your 
caregiver a break. We provide respite 
services, where you can come and stay 
for a short time. (room availability)

We have a wonderful activity team that 
services the whole site with a variety of 
activities and trips out.

If any of these services sound like you, 
please feel free to give us a call and we 
can chat through the options.

Independent units & 
supported independent 

living apartments 
for sale in Whangamata

Football club hosts a stellar day of junior footy
Whangamatā Football Club was 
thrilled to host this year’s Mini-
Kickers and Under 8s Tournament, 
and what a day it turned out to be. 
After a week of uncertain weather, 
the sun showed up in full force—
just in time to dry the fields and 
light up the faces of more than 100 
enthusiastic young footballers.

With teams travelling from all 
over the Thames Valley—Tairua, 
Hauraki Plains, Paeroa, Whenuakite, 
Te Rerenga, Mercury Bay, and 
Thames—it was a fantastic 
showcase of grassroots sport 
in action. Whangamatā proudly 

fielded four teams, all of whom 
showed heart, hustle, and heaps of 
fun throughout the day.

The spirit of the tournament wasn’t 
just about goals or wins, but about 
giving kids a great experience. From 
sideline cheers to shared oranges 
and post-game high-fives, the vibe 
was everything community sport 
should be. Our young players made 
us proud—not only with their skills 
but also their sportsmanship and 
teamwork.

A huge thank you goes out to 
the incredible network of parents, 
caregivers, and volunteers who 

helped bring it all together. Whether 
it was setting up fields, running the 
sausage sizzle, or cheering from the 
sidelines, your energy and support 
created an atmosphere full of fun 
and encouragement.

Thanks to all the clubs who travelled 
to join us—we loved hosting you 
and hope to see you again next 
year. Days like these remind us what 
junior sport is all about: having fun, 
building friendships, and kicking a 
ball around in the sun. 

- Carl Parry, Coach 
Photos by Mark James, 

Whangamatā News 
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Awards of Excellence for SLSC NZ
Surf Life Saving New Zealand 
(SLSNZ) is proud to announce the 
winners of the Coromandel and Bay 
of Plenty Awards of Excellence. The 
2024/25 winners were announced 
on 26 July at a function held at the 
Pāpāmoa Surf Lifesaving Club.

The annual Awards of Excellence 
recognise and celebrate the 
skill and commitment of surf 
lifeguards who make a meaningful 
contribution towards saving lives, 
developing great New Zealanders, 
and keeping beachgoers safer. 
That mahi not only includes the 
hours watching over people on 
our beaches, but also those who 
have worked tirelessly behind 
the scenes training current and 
future surf lifeguards, managing 
administration, and coaching and 
participating in surf lifesaving 
sport.

Whangamatā and Onemana Surf 
Life Saving clubs had plenty to 
celebrate at the Coromandel/Bay of 
Plenty Surf Lifesaving Awards, with 
17 club members named as finalists 
from Whangamatā and Onemana 
Surf Lifesaving Clubs.

Highlights with four major awards 
for Whangamata surf Life Saving 
Club included: Ella Toumadj, who 
has been recognised with the 
Examiner of the Year award. A well 
deserved honour that celebrates 
her dedication, professionalism, and 
impact in the lifesaving community. 
Examiners like Ella play a vital role 
in ensuring we have a strong and 
capable team of qualified lifeguards.

Holly Warden was awarded 
Coach’s Commitment of the Year, 
recognising her dedication to 
her training and the wider team. 
Reflecting on the season, Holly said 
her standout moment was the final 
day of Nationals. “Even though the 
weather was miserable, it was still 
such a fun day with my teammates,” 
she said. Holly is now focused on 
staying consistent through winter 
training and has her sights firmly 
set on a long-term goal earning a 
place in the New Zealand Black Fins 
squad.

Alyssa Tapper claimed the title 
of Under 19 Athlete of the Year, 
a reflection of her impressive 
performance, determination, and 
sportsmanship throughout the 
season. Alyssa continues to be a 
rising star nationally. Alyssa flies 
to Romania next week to compete 
in the World Junior Swimming 
Championships with the New 
Zealand team racing in the 200 and 
400m freestyle where she hopes to 
put some great results in her first 
international competition. “As a 
nipper I have dreamed of competing 
at the highest level”.

The evening’s top honour, Overall 
Athlete of the Year, was awarded 
to Madison Kidd, who is already 
turning her focus to the global 
stage. Madison is competing at The 
World Games in China on the 8th 
and 9th of August, where she will 
compete in two events as one of 
just three Kiwis invited to attend. 
One of these events will be the 
100m manikin tow with fins, where 
she is the previous World Record 
Holder after breaking this twice in 
2024. No stranger to international 
competition, Madison has previously 

represented the Black Fins at three 
World Championships. Her next 
big goal is to earn selection for the 
German Cup in 2025 and the 2026 
World Championships in South 
Africa.

Adding to the club’s list of 
international representatives, Milana 
Tapper is currently in Singapore 
making her debut for the New 
Zealand Aquafins. In her first outing 
for Swimming NZ as a senior 
athlete, Milana had a fantastic 
showing, placing 21st in the 100m 
freestyle event. It’s a strong start for 
the promising young athlete as she 
gains valuable experience in elite 
international competition.

Club President Gavin Scott said, 
“We are incredibly proud of all our 
finalists and winners. Their success 
reflects not only their individual 
effort but also the strength and 
support of the Whangamatā Surf 
Lifesaving community.”

Onemana Surf Lifesaving Club 
members picked up three awards at 
the awards function. Tayla Clark was 
awarded Coromandel Junior Surf 
Contribution of the Year, an award 
that recognises individuals who have 
made a significant positive impact 
on their club’s Junior Surf program 
through dedication, role modelling, 
and promoting the wellbeing, health, 
and safety of young surf athletes. 
Tayla commented, " I absolutely 
love coordinating the Junior Surf 
programme at Onemana SLSC. 
Seeing the kids grow in confidence, 
make new friends, and have heaps 
of fun while learning water skills 
is what it’s all about. I love being 
able to give back to a community 
that was such a big part of my 
childhood. If you’re thinking about 
signing your kids up—do it! It’s 
such an awesome programme 
that builds not just water safety 
but teamwork, and a real love for 
the ocean". Tayla’s impact extends 
beyond the Junior Surf space, with 
her work as an examiner supporting 
members throughout their entire 
surf lifesaving journey, including the 

lifeguard award. This contribution 
saw her recognised as a finalist for 
Coromandel Examiner of the Year.

Philip Marks was recognised as 
Coromandel Patrol Support of the 
Year, an award

that recognises an outstanding 
individual who has made a 
significant contribution to patrol

operations through land-based 
support, demonstrating excellence 
in communication, first

aid, and safety, and playing a vital 
role in the overall effectiveness of 
the patrol team. Phil gained his 
Patrol Support award after years 
of being involved in the Onemana 
community, but since living in the 
community full time decided to 
take on a volunteer role in the club, 
contributing 118 hours this summer 
alone, alongside volunteering at the 
local Whangamata Community Pool 
twice a week. 

Notably, Kevin Thorburn 
was awarded the prestigious 
Coromandel DHL Volunteer of the 
Year. This award recognises an 
outstanding member who has made 
a significant volunteer contribution 
to enhancing surf lifesaving within 
their local area over the season. 
Kevin is actively involved in both 
Onemana and Whangamatā 
Surf Lifesaving Clubs, serving as 
a Lifeguard, Rookie Instructor, 
Examiner, Committee Member, and 
Search and Rescue (SAR) Squad 
member, among many other roles. 
His contribution to surf lifesaving is 
both immense and immeasurable. 
Always willing to help wherever 
needed, Kevin is a supportive 
and dependable presence within 
the clubs. He consistently puts 
his hand up for any task and is 
especially known for taking new 
lifeguards under his wing, training 
and encouraging them to build their 
skills and confidence on patrol.

Club Captain Phoebe Havill said, 
“Well done to all our finalists and 
award winners. Being recognised 
across the Coromandel is a huge 

achievement and a testament to the 
time and effort you dedicate to our 
local community. We are incredibly 
proud to have such amazing 
volunteers involved in our club.”

For the Coromandel: 

•	 DHL Surf Lifeguard of the Year 
Nicholas Wagstaff, Waihī Beach LS

•	 DHL U19 Surf Lifeguard of the 
Year 
Toby Low, Tairua SLSC

•	 DHL Patrol Support of the Year 
Philip Marks, Onemana SLSC

•	 NZ Lottery Grants Board 
Volunteer of the Year 
Kevin Thorburn, Onemana SLSC

•	 Patrol Club of the Year 
Hot Water Beach LS

•	 Overall Club of the Year 
Waihī Beach LS

For the Bay of Plenty/Coromandel 
Sports Awards: 

•	 Toyota Financial Services Coach of 
the Year 
Cory Hutchings, Ōmanu Beach 
SLSC

•	 Toyota Financial Services Surf 
Sportsperson of the Year 
Madison Kidd, Whangamatā SLSC

•	 Aon Surf Sports Official of the 
Year 
Joanne Miller, Pāpāmoa SLSC

Full list of Regional Service Award 
Recipients:

•	 Andrew Callaway, Pukehina SR
•	 Grant Mitchell, Mt Maunganui LS
•	 Jason Rive, Pukehina SR
•	 Joshua Russell, Pukehina SR
•	 Radleigh Cairns, Pāpāmoa SLSC
•	 Gabriella Hughes, Tairua SLSC
•	 Michael O’Neill, Mt Maunganui LS

Full list of Regional Distinguished 
Service Award Recipients:

•	 Donna Pfefferle, Waihī Beach LS
•	 Maddie Scown, Waihī Beach LS
•	 Poppy Crouch, Pāpāmoa SLSC
•	 Robynne Cabusao, Pāpāmoa SLSC

– Photo & story by WSLSC

Members of WSLSC who attended the awards ceremony: Tai Rimmer (Finalist Beach Education Instructor), Gavin Scott 
(President), Danielle Travers (Finalist Beach Education Instructor holding Alyssa Tapper award), Daniel Lewis (Finalist, U19 
Lifeguard of the Year), Rachel Luke (Finalist SAR contribution holding Madison Kidds award), Nathan Hight (Life Member 
& National SLSNZ board member), Charlie Toumadj (Examiner of the Year), Alistair Luke (Sport Committee member).
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Waihi NEWS
Hauraki Waka Ama strengthens safety commitment

STORE NAME HERE

WAIHI

WAIHI

24 ROSEMONT ROAD, WAIHI • PHONE 07 863 8207
email waihi100@xtra.co.nz • www.100percent.co.nz

Panasonic 65” OLED TV
TV65Z85AGZ 

• 4K UHD OLED (3840 x 2160) resolution
• Multi HDR, Dolby Vision IQ, Filmmaker Mode
• Dolby Atmos, Theater Surround Pro
• AMD FreeSync Premium and NVIDIA G-SYNC compatible
• HCX Pro AI processor, Auto AI
• Works with Alexa, Apple Air Play and mirroring
• Satellite and terrestrial tuners
• Built-in Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, HDMI x4, USB x3

Panasonic 55” OLED TV
TV55Z85AGZ

• 4K UHD OLED (3840 x 2160) resolution
• Multi HDR, Dolby Vision IQ, Filmmaker Mode
• Dolby Atmos, Theater Surround Pro
• AMD FreeSync Premium and NVIDIA G-SYNC compatible
• HCX Pro AI processor, Auto AI
• Works with Alexa, Apple Air Play and mirroring
• Satellite and terrestrial tuners
• Built-in Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, HDMI x4, USB x3

Plus Bonus 

$100 
100% Gift 

Card

Plus Bonus 

$150 
100% Gift 

Card

$2399 $3199

Hauraki Waka Ama continues 
to grow as a thriving waka ama 
club, committed not only to 
excellence on the water but also 
to the wellbeing and safety of its 
paddlers. With a growing presence 
at regional and national events, the 
club has made safety a top priority 
both on the awa and out at sea.

Thanks to the generous support of 
OceanaGold, our club has been able 

to take a significant step forward in 
ensuring the safety of every paddler, 
coach, and support crew involved 
in our activities. This sponsorship 
has allowed us to equip our whānau 
with a comprehensive range of 
essential safety gear, including VHF 
radios, replenished life jackets, PLB 
(Personal Locator Beacon) devices, 
dry bags, first aid kits, and other 
critical equipment.

In a sport that relies on teamwork, 
endurance, and the forces of moana, 
being prepared is non-negotiable. 
Whether we are navigating local 
harbours, training along the 
coastline, or racing across large 
bodies of water, the risk factors 
are real and our response must 
be positive and proactive. This 
new gear allows us to meet and 
exceed safety protocols and gives 
our members the confidence to 
train, learn new skills and compete 
knowing they are well-supported.

Our committee have also been 
working to promote strong safety 
practices into the culture of the 
club. Regular training on how to 
use emergency equipment, how to 
rectify a flip and get back in safely, 
improved communication systems, 
and dedicated safety roles during 

events are now standard practice 
and an annaul practice within our 
club. It's not just about having the 
gear, it’s about knowing how to 
use it, staying alert to changing 
conditions, and working as a unified 
team.

The tautoko from OceanaGold has 
made it possible for Hauraki Waka 
Ama to lift our standard of care and 
responsibility. It's an investment 
that supports our paddlers' physical 
safety, builds trust within our club, 
and strengthens our ability to host 
and attend events with confidence.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to 
OceanaGold for their contribution 
to keeping our waka, our whānau, 
and our future safe.

– Rangipehi King,  
Hauraki Waka Ama Club President 
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AUGUST 1 ST - SEPTEMBER 30TH  2025

Flooring for ev
ery 

Kiwi Home!

DILLIMORES
FURNISHERS & FLOORING

SEDDON ST, WAIHI | PH 07 863 8084 | CCDILLIMORES@GMAIL.COM

OVER 60 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS MEANS SOMETHING

FREE 
MEASURE 
& QUOTE

• Kitchens
• Joinery
• Wardrobe Solutions

For top-notch craftmanship & expertise in joinery & cabinetry
contact 07 863 8962  |  info@bakerjoinery.co.nz

Or pop into our Show Room 46 Johnston Street, Waihi

SHOW ROOM OPEN SATURDAYS

• Laundry
• Bathrooms
• Pre-Hung Doors

Baker Joinery Ltd

Waihi NEWS

Seven Waikato councils have 
formally signed the Shareholders’ 
Agreement for Waikato Waters 
Limited (WWL), marking the 
company’s o�  cial incorporation 
as a joint council-controlled 
organisation (CCO). This makes 
Waikato Waters Ltd the largest 
joint CCO in New Zealand.

The new entity – jointly owned 
by Hauraki, Matamata Piako, 
Ōtorohanga, South Waikato, 
Waipā, Waitomo and Taupō District 
Councils – has been established to 
deliver safe, reliable, and sustainable 
drinking water and wastewater 
services across their communities 
in response to central Government’s 
Local Water Done Well mandate.

The Shareholders’ Agreement 
represents a historic step toward 
regional collaboration, ensuring 
water and waste water services are 
future proofed across the Waikato 
rural-provincial councils.

Guided by the vision Te Mana o Te 
Wai, Te Mana o Te Tangata – Healthy 
Water, Healthy People, Waikato 
Waters aims to create a fi nancially 
sustainable, customer-focused, and 
environmentally responsible model 
for water service delivery. This is the 
culmination of two years of intensive 
work together to provide local 

confi dence that WWL will meet 
local needs – current and future. 

The Hon Simon Watts, Minister of 
Local Government congratulated 
the seven councils representing 
the largest grouping of territorial 
authorities within Local Water Done 
Well. In a letter to the Mayors of the 

councils, the Minister acknowledged 
the “impressive achievement” and 
thanked Waikato Water Done 
Well for their “work and collective 
commitment to the delivery of safe, 
resilient, environmentally sound, 
fi nancially sustainable water services 
for your communities.”

Hauraki Mayor Toby Adams stated 
“We crunched the numbers and 
we’re confi dent that this decision 
to form a Council Controlled 
Organisation with other councils 
in the Waikato catchment will 
give the economies of scale and 
service e�  ciencies we need for 
our communities going forward. 
Holistically, it’s also the right 
approach for managing waterways 
as a whole in the Waikato.”

The Minister also acknowledged the 
Waikato Iwi Chairs for their support 
in reaching this signifi cant milestone.

The newly signed Shareholders’ 
Agreement sets the framework 
for how Waikato Waters Limited 
will operate as a Council 
Controlled Organisation (CCO). An 
Establishment Board is expected to 
be appointed by the end of August.

This agreement represents an 
historic step toward regional 
collaboration, ensuring water 
services are future proofed and 
delivered to high standards.

For more information on Waikato 
Waters and the Shareholders’ 
Agreement visit: 
waikatowaters.co.nz

– Story & photo supplied

Largest waters CCO in NZ now established

From left: Deputy Mayor Kevin Taylor – Taupō; Mayor Susan O’Regan – Waipā; 
Mayor John Robertson – Waitomo; Mayor Adrienne Wilcock – Matamata-Piako; 
Mayor Gary Petley – South Waikato; Mayor Max Baxter – Ōtorohanga; 
and Mayor Toby Adams – Hauraki.
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Waihi NEWS

Lions Club of Waihī
Proudly supporting our community

Saturday, 30th August
Waihi RSA

9:30am to 11:30am
$35 per head

Profi ts go to Da� odil DayProfi ts go to Da� odil Day

bu� et 
brunch games

& quiz

Ra   es

lionsclubofwaihi

live
music

LIONS 

BRUNCH

LIONS LIONS 

BRUNCHBRUNCH
Da� odilDa� odil

TICKETS available from Liz at the Council o�  ce beside the 
Waihi Library or from da� odil sellers the day before. Tickets are 
limited so get in quick to Liz if you want to be sure of a place.

Daffodil Day at Lions Club Waihi Football: Solid results

All Senior Waihi Football Men's 
and Women's football sides 
continue their 2025 with good 
results. 

The women's side compete in 
the top Waikato Division 1 which 
includes travel to Hamilton, 
Tokoroa and Te Awamutu. 

Both the Senior Men’s teams have 
qualified for the top 6 split, a great 
achievement. 

The Waihi Division 2A side are 
currently tucked in third place 
with 23 points. They had a massive 
3-0 win over league leaders 
Ngaruawahia on Saturday, 26 July, 
at Waihi College. First half goals 
from captain Amam Sandhu after 
21 minutes and Richard James 
after 31 minutes set them on the 

way. Konnah Sas sealed the result 
with a goal at the 70 minute mark. 
Both Richard James and Hamish 
Preddy were tireless for the Green 
n Golds. Impact player Ryan 
Trubshaw showed fine touches 
as he led the Waihi attacking line. 
Cheers to referee Peter Thom for 
keeping the game under control. 

The Waihi ResiNation 4A side sit 
mid table and look to finish their 
season with more wins. 

Cheers to Waihi Football for 
making this great sport available 
and using their humble resources 
to travel to Tokoroa, Putāruru and 
Hamilton to name a few places. 

– Don Mackay, Waihi News Sports 
Reporter

Waihi Green n Golds v Ngaruawahia Waikato Division 2A.

Daffodil Day is the annual 
fundraising event for the Cancer 
Society in New Zealand. It began 
36 years ago. The late Robin 
Irvine together with Margaret 
Dowrick (a 92 year-old current 
Lion) took on the fundraising 30 
years ago as part of the Waihī 
Pakiki Club, a group for the more 
mature Lions. All the Lions groups 
have now been absorbed into 
the Lions Club of Waihī. Over the 
past five years, $20,000 has been 
raised for Daffodil Day through 
Waihī Lions and, of course, the 
wonderful community of Waihī and 
surrounding areas.

This year, the Cancer Society 
donated 1000 daffodil bulbs to 
Waihī Lions to be planted and 
the flowers sold on Daffodil Day. 

They are now growing on a Lion 
member’s farm and will be used for 
fundraising for many years to come. 
A dedicated team of just eight 
Lions managed to plant them all in 
an hour and then had a very well 
deserved cuppa!

On 29 August, you will find 
Lion volunteers outside Barrons 
Pharmacy (9am to 3pm), New 
World (9am to 5pm), and LJ 
Hookers in Waihī Beach (9am to 
3pm) selling bunches of daffodils 
and other Daffodil Day goodies. 
Donation boxes will be in various 
shops in Waihī and Waihī Beach, so 
keep an eye out for them.

Lastly, the Lions Club of Waihī are 
proud to be celebrating their 60th 
anniversary in September.
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Waihi NEWS

LAST CHANCE LAST CHANCE 
TO WIN!TO WIN!

Purchase 2 brand new tyres 
and go in the draw to win a 

$250 TYRE VOUCHER!$250 TYRE VOUCHER!

August only
Don’t miss out!

WE BULK BUY SO YOU SAVE!
Terms & Conditions apply.

WAIHI

P H  0 7  8 6 3  9 2 1 1 W W W . T Y R E H Q . C O . N Z

P r o u d l y  S u p p o r t i n g  O u r  C o m m u n i t y

Waihī Beach is getting a new 
shared path and pedestrian bridge, 
which will make it easier for people 
to walk or cycle into the town 
centre.

The new link will connect Wilson 
Road and Edinburgh Street, with a 
bridge across Two Mile Creek.

A boardwalk from the Wilson Road 
car park will lead to the bridge, 
which will then continue as a shared 
concrete path for walking and 
cycling on the other side.

The path will feature a kōwhaiwhai 
pattern depicting the mangōpare 
(hammerhead shark) - a symbol 
of strength and determination. 
The design, gifted by Te Whānau 
a Tauwhao, was selected from the 
wharenui at Otawhiwhi Marare, 
and will be sand-blasted into the 
concrete path. Acknowledging 
mana whenua and their connection 
to the area, the same kōwhaiwhai 
was gifted to Waihī Beach's new 
library and service centre, Te Ara 
Mātauranga, which was recently 
opened.

The land next to the shared path will 
remain in gravel for the time being, 
so it can be used for overfl ow public 

car parking.

“This new connection will make 
it simpler and more enjoyable to 
get around Waihī Beach without 
needing to jump in the car. It’s a 
great addition for both locals and 
visitors,” says Council’s Cycleways 
Manager Scott Parker.

“We’re grateful to Te Whānau 
a Tauwhao for sharing this 
kōwhaiwhai with the community. It’s 
a meaningful addition to the path 
and a way for everyone to walk with 
a deeper sense of place.”

Initiated by the Waihī Beach 
Community Board, the project is 
included in the community board’s 
Waihī Beach Town Centre Plan, 
refl ecting a commitment to better 
access and making the town more 
pedestrian and cycle friendly. It is 
being funded through Council's 
Waihī Beach Structure Plan.

Work is expected to start this week 
and be fi nished by mid-September 
2025, depending on the weather. 
During this time, part of the Wilson 
Road car park will be closed.

“There will be some noise and 
vibration while the piling is being 
done, but we’re doing everything 
we can to keep disruption to a 
minimum – all work will take place 
during daylight hours, and we’ll be 
keeping locals updated as things 
progress,” say Scott.

Updates on the project can be 
found at yourplace.westernbay.
govt.nz/Wilson-rd-link-bridge

– Story & image WBOPDC

Bridging the way to a more walkable Waihi Beach

Exclusive 
SUPER SPECIAL PRICES 

on Solution Dyed Nylon Carpets
CARPETS AVAILABLE IN 36oz, 45oz, 55oz, 65oz all available in 12 new colours!

Carpets • Vinyls • Floor Sanding • Laminate & Planking
Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach • 07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277

sales@owensflooring.co.nz • www.theflooringfoundation.co.nz • www.owensflooring.co.nz

We Have All Your Flooring Needs Covered
Flooring Sales & Installation • Domestic & Commercial

• Glass Repairs
• Shower Glass
• Splashbacks

Member AMN
Masterglaziers network

Proudly supported 
by Metro Glass

Contact 021 514 497   |   glass@bakerjoinery.co.nz

• Balustrades
• Retro-fi t Double Glazing
• Insurance Quotes

Baker Glass & Glazing Ltd
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Fibre fast forward: Chorus connects 59 new communities
Fifty-nine communities across New 
Zealand will soon have access to 
faster, more reliable broadband, 
following the completion of the 
country’s largest fibre network 
expansion since the end of the 
Government’s Ultra-Fast Broadband 
(UFB) programme in 2022. 

The milestone was celebrated on 
Friday (25 July) at an event in 
Rotoiti, east of Rotorua, one of the 
newly connected communities, 
and marked the end of civil works 
for the $40 million, Chorus-funded 
initiative. Spanning from Kerikeri 
in the Far North to Otatara in the 
Deep South, the project represents 
a major step forward in closing the 
digital divide between urban and 
non-urban Aotearoa. 

“We’re incredibly proud to 
have delivered fibre to these 
communities, many of which have 
waited a long time for access to fast, 
reliable broadband,” says Chorus 
CEO Mark Aue. 

As of 30 June, civil works have been 
completed to over 9,000 premises. 
Of these, 4,500 are now ready for 
service, with more than half having 
either already been connected 
or indicated an interest in being 
connected. Chorus expects these 
numbers to grow in the coming 
weeks, with the build now complete.

Aue says in Rotorua alone 10 new 
communities – or more than 1,800 
new premises – now have access to 
fibre as a result of the initiative. 

Rotorua Mayor Tania Tapsell, who 
attended Friday’s completion event, 
says it’s positive to see investment 
like this going into rural Rotorua and 
the wider region. 

“Today digital connectivity is almost 
essential so it’s great to see some 
of our rural communities now 
having greater options available 
to them. Increased connectivity 
means increased opportunities for 
growth and development for both 
individual households, as well as our 
community as a whole,” says Tapsell. 

Residents and businesses in 
newly built areas can request fibre 
installations through their preferred 
internet service provider. 

Regional Aotearoa embracing fibre 
as a digital lifeline 

Aue says there has been a good 
response in the new fibre areas 
so far, and more households and 
businesses are expected to come 
online in the coming months, with 
the build complete and installations 
now available. 

“Rural New Zealanders want 
and deserve the high-quality, 
dependable connectivity that fibre 
offers. Connectivity is not a luxury, 
it’s how we live, work and thrive,” 
says Aue. 

“From online learning to remote 
work or telehealth appointments, 
this build shows the opportunities 
unlocked by fibre in places that have 
historically been underserved. At 
a time where core infrastructure is 
increasingly being lost in regional 

New Zealand, we’re trying to do the 
opposite and rebuild through digital 
capability.” 

“We’re thrilled to see the early 
enthusiasm, especially in regional 
areas. It sends a clear message 
that there is strong demand, and 
communities are harnessing the 
power of fibre to shape their 
futures.” 

Taking fibre further 

Last month, the Infrastructure 
Commission, Te Waihanga, endorsed 
the opportunity to extend fibre 
broadband from 87% to 95% of 
New Zealand. The Chorus proposal 
was included in the draft National 
Infrastructure Plan, recognising rural 
connectivity as a critical national 
issue and digital infrastructure as 
essential infrastructure, alongside 
roads and pipes. 

Aue says Chorus is committed to 
partnering with Government and 
industry to explore innovative 
funding models that draw on both 

public and private capital to extend 
fibre coverage even further. 

“We’re not stopping here. The next 
8% of fibre coverage equates to 
around 160,000 premises across 
1,000 communities. For an expected 
cost of $2.7 billion, extending fibre 
to 95% of the country is projected to 
deliver over $17 billion in economic 
benefits over the next decade – it's a 
no brainer. 

“Our vision is for more New 
Zealanders, wherever they live, 
to have access to broadband 
connectivity that delivers reliable, 
scalable and future fit technology,” 
he says. 

“But we can’t do it alone. This will 
require a collaborative approach 
between government and industry, 
as well as regulatory settings that 
enable long-term sustainability and 
investment certainty.” 

With government backing, Chorus 
could have spades in the ground 
and begin connecting new people, 
homes and businesses to fibre 
within a few months.   

“We have a proven track record of 
delivering large-scale fibre rollouts 
on time and on budget. 

“Now we need the Government 
to back this vision - providing the 
support and leadership required 
to take fibre further and make 
New Zealand a more connected, 
productive, and digitally inclusive 
nation, where no community is left 
behind.” 

- Story supplied

Customers can check whether their 
community is included the network 
expansion here: chorus.co.nz/
residential/fibre-extension 

Residents in newly connected 
communities can contact their 
preferred service provider or 
register with Chorus for fibre 
installation: chorus.co.nz/
residential/fibre-extension/register-
your-interest 

Left to right: Rotorua Lakes Community Board Chair, Phill Thomass; Chorus GM 
of Network Operations, Marcus Wofinden; Ventia GM of Telecommunications NZ, 
Jo Crawford; Chorus GM of Frontier, Anna Mitchell; Rotorua Mayor, Tania Tapsell.

Shopping made easy

A&A Asian Store
Shopping made easy

20KG THAI JASMINE RICE
Was $59.99 NOW ONLY $39.99
While stock lasts – DON’T MISS OUT!

CELEBRATE OUR 1 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
To show our appreciation to our loyal customers we are offering a 

SPECIAL DEAL

17 ROSEMONT ROAD, WAIHI (opposite Farm Source) 
Japanese • Korean • Filipino • Vietnamese • Malaysian 

OPEN Tuesday - Sunday 9am to 6pm 
PHONE 021 0256 107
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TIghthead Ted is back. After 
finishing up writing for the 
Valley THT was getting his pipe 
and slippers out for a nice quiet 
Heartland season when old mate 
Bart, of Bart's Rugby Photography 
talked him into putting pencil to 
paper for the Whangamatā & Waihi 
News, as it will save Bart having 
to take photos and write, as doing 
two things at once often makes old 
front rowers head's ache.

Some joker once said to me 
that in the thespian world, a bad 
dress rehearsal leads to a great 
performance. Once ol' Tighthead 
realised that he wasn't getting 
lisped to and looked up the word 
'thespian' it dawned on THT that if 
me beloved Swampies were actors 
getting ready for the big stage, 
things are right on track, despite 
a couple of thumpings. First the 
Ranfurly Shield loss to Tranaki 0-97, 
and Saturday's capitulation against 
the Waikato based NZ Harlequins 
14-63. This means that come the 
16th of August, the defence of the 
Meads Cup will start with a bang.

Seriously though, there are, in 
coaches speak, 'plenty of work-
ons'. It also begs the question, is it 
worthwhile for Heartland unions to 
play against the professional sides? 
Matches with scorelines like that 
do no favours for either team, and 
seriously the chances of an upset 
are next to zero. Back last century 
it was bad enough between the 
divisions - The Swampies managed 
to snatch a win against Counties 
in 1988 (25-7), and gave the Natal 

Sharks a nudge in 1994, going 
down 28-46. It was a different 
world pre professionalism, a young 
Carl Hoeft, doing a plumbing 
apprenticeship at the time, worked 
until mid-day before jumping into 
the Ford Cortina and heading off 
to mark a Springbok prop in the 
mud at Thames. But THT digresses 
- onto 2025 and the Swampies 
chances in this seasons Heartland 
Championship.

The lineout is yet to fire, as two new 
hookers are yet to get their radars 
synchronised with their lifters and 
jumpers. Being that the two hookers 
in the squad played flanker at club 
level this season, it's a big ask. Made 
even bigger when Chad Bracey is 
doing a bit of on-the-job training, 
being a midfield back just two short 
seasons ago. But if me old mates 
Joe, Harry and Matt have faith in 
the pair, then so does THT. Scrum 
too is struggling, but this more so 
an indication of the chasm between 
professional, and semi-professional 
unions, and Heartland unions. If 
the Valley come up against better 
scrums than they have in their first 

two matches I'd be very surprised.

The back division is hard to 
judge as they've had very limited 
opportunities on attack. Defensively 
though, the mirror huggers have 
been pretty good - despite what the 
scorelines say. The defence across 
the board has been not too bad, 
solid tackles, good systems, but just 
a weight of possession that means 
the Valley are often running out of 
defenders, as opposed to missing 
tackles. The Harlequins in the first 
20 minutes on Saturday racked up 
four tries with the Valley maybe 
having half a dozen phases of 
attack in total through this period. 
Masterful control of the pill by the 
visitors.

Pretty hard to predict the opening 
competition match, a replay of last 
season's Meads Cup final against 
Mid Canterbury - so get down to 
Kenny Street in Waihi, 16 August, 
and cheer the boys on as they start 
the 2025 campaign to retain the 
Meads Cup. See you there!

– Tighthead Ted 
Photos by Jason Bartley Photography

Tough build-up for Meads Cup defence

Winding up: Number eight Isaac Seiuli with ball in hand.

Under his eye: Kirk Ngatai lets a pass 
go as referee Stu Watt looks on.

Former Swampy v2.0: Harlequin hooker Liam Gilheany-
Black heading for try number two.

Happy Hooker: Kenan Gillson leads a rare Valley attack.

Former Swampy: Harlequins prop Mosese Mafi battles his 
way forward.

Halfchance: Halfback Finley Davenport stretches the 
Harlequins defence.
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@realty 
Let's Keep it Personal 

Spring Listing Special 

LOCAL RESIDENT  with over 7 years of experience in Whangamata 

SPRING SPECIAL- 1.75%(+GST) 
for listings signed by 31 August 2025

Lindsay Turnbull I 0274 238 093 I atrealty.co.nz/lindsayturnbull 

As a group, the Tairua Troubadours 
have given back to the Tairua 
Pauanui communities over 
$236,000, of that $100,000 went 
to Coromandel Rescue Helicopter, 
and it’s only as a result of a 
community effort, from the cast 
and crew volunteering their time to 
the audience buying the tickets. Of 
course none of this could happen if 
it weren’t for Jennie Turner writing 
the shows.

Ex-journo/columnist and now 
playwright Jennie said, ‘We all win 
because I like writing the shows; 
the cast love performing, the 
audience enjoys watching and the 
recipients of the monies appreciate 
the donations. Plus it builds 
communities as everyone comes 
together.’ Jennie is a trustee for 
Coromandel Rescue and the Tairua 
Troubadours have been associated 
with them since 2012.

We’re just a bunch of amateurs 
from a small town, who don’t take 
ourselves seriously. The Troubadours 
are a diverse group of people from 
a cross-section of the community, 
who come together for a couple 
of months, ranging in ages from 
2 years to 82 constantly evolving 
as new people come and others 
go, although once a Troubadour 
- always a Troubadour. Jennie 
said, We have so much fun in 
rehearsals that we forget about the 
performances at the end.

The recent show, The Four Seasons 

- A Tairua Soap Opera, had eight 
performances over two weeks and 
this year everything went smoothly, 
the only drama was on the stage, 
said Director Jennie. Every year 
we get more technical which often 
isn’t a good thing, however the end 
result is the sound and experience 
for the audience is the best we can 
get it, all thanks to our 'techie desk’ 
and our amazing musical director 
Gordon Winter.

The show was about friends 
reunited at a school reunion and 
agreeing to meet up each season at 
the Easter Country Club Hoedown, 
Fireman’s Winter ball, A Spring 
Wedding and the Surf Club Summer 
Beach Hop. In between each scene 
were the hall cleaning comedy 
duo of Gina Easton and Rowena 
Burkinshaw.

 – Tairua Troubadours

Troubadours wish to thank all the 
cast and crew who volunteered 
their time and those who bought 
tickets to the recent show The Four 
Seasons – A Tairua Soap Opera. 
This year we have $18,000 to share.

•	Coromandel Rescue Helicopter 
$15,000

•	Tairua Junior Surf Lifesaving 
$1,500

•	Tairua Pest Free $1,000

•	Tairua Ratepayers pontoon fund 
$500

(Plus Community Hall hire $1,000) 

Tairua Troubadours
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CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICES

SITUATIONS VACANT

FOR SALE
Yacht For Sale
10.5 mtr. Sleeps 7, gas cooker, plus oven. Holding tank, 10 HP diesel motor.
Possible live aboard. All offers considered. 
0274 969892

Teacher Wanted
A full time, fixed term, Yr 7 & 8 teaching vacancy has become 

available for Term 4 2025.

Start Date: 16/10/2025, End Date: 17/12/2025 

For further information or an application pack, please contact 
Jethro Dyer principal@opoutereschool.com

The Whangamata Volunteer Coastguard Inc. 

Annual General Meeting 
will be held on Thursday, 28 August 2025 at 7.00 pm in the 

Coastguard Operations Centre, 619 Beach Road, Whangamata

1 Apologies
2 Obituaries – Minutes silence
3 Minutes of the previous AGM
4 Matters Arising
5 Correspondence
6 President’s Report
7 Annual accounts and Balance Sheet for last fi nancial year
8 Constitution
9 Election of O�  cers
10 Appoint Reviewer of Accounts for coming year
11 Set Annual Subscriptions for coming year
12 Service Awards
13 Honorary Life Membership
14 General Business

SUPPER AND DRINKS WILL BE SERVED AFTER THE MEETING
Pam Johnson
SECRETARY

Whangamata Community Health Inc
Notice of 2025 Annual General Meeting

Notice is hereby given that an Annual General Meeting of the 
Whangamata Community Health Inc will be held on Tuesday, 

12 August 2025 at 7 pm at the RSA, 324 Port Road, Whangamata.

Members of the public are welcome.

Maryanne Mellsop, Chairperson

Business:
• Receive the President's report
• Receive reviewed Accounts and Balance Sheet
• Librarians' report
• Election of Officers
• Appoint Financial Reviewer
• Set the subscription for the following financial year
• Set the holiday subscription for the following financial year
• Set item rentals for the following financial year
• Other business

Notice is hereby given of two motions  
to be discussed at the meeting:-
• Adoption of updated Constitution - copies available at the Library
• Life Membership award

Jenny McLeod, Secretary

WHANGAMATA COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
AGM

Wednesday 20 August, 2025, 4.15pm at the Library premises

Looking for class 2 or ideally class 4 drivers for ongoing work 
across the Waihi & Whangamata region.
Ideal candidate:
• 2+ years driving in a class 2 or 4 vehicle.
• Pass a pre-employment drug test.
• Great communicator and able to work as a team.

WANTED: CLASS 2 OR 4 DRIVERS

If that sounds like you or somebody 
you know please contact below:

021 242 4578 | Jamiel@alhltd.co.nz

Whangamatā Tides 2025Whangamatā Tides 2025

SEPTEMBER 2025   New Moon: 22nd   Full Moon: 8th

Date High 
tide

Height
(m)

High 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Sun 
rise

Sun
set

AM PM AM PM
1 Mon 0:42 1.6 13:23 1.6 6:55 0.5 19:24 0.6 06:38 17:54
2 Tue 1:31 1.6 14:18 1.6 7:44 0.5 20:18 0.6 06:36 17:55
3 Wed 2:24 1.6 15:14 1.6 8:38 0.5 21:14 0.6 06:35 17:56
4 Thu 3:21 1.6 16:09 1.6 9:34 0.5 22:10 0.6 06:33 17:56
5 Fri 4:19 1.6 17:01 1.7 10:29 0.5 23:04 0.5 06:32 17:57
6 Sat 5:15 1.7 17:51 1.8 11:22 0.4 06:30 17:58
7 Sun 6:08 1.7 18:38 1.9 0.4 12:12 0.3 06:29 17:59

AUGUST 2025   New Moon: 23rd   Full Moon: 9th

Date High 
tide

Height
(m)

High 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Sun 
rise

Sun
set

AM PM AM PM
8 Fri 5:46 1.7 18:26 1.8 11:56 0.4 07:09 17:34
9 Sat 6:36 1.7 19:11 1.8 0:27 0.5 12:43 0.4 07:08 17:35
10 Sun 7:25 1.8 19:56 1.9 1:14 0.4 13:28 0.3 07:07 17:35
11 Mon 8:12 1.8 20:40 1.9 2:01 0.3 14:14 0.3 07:05 17:36
12 Tue 8:59 1.9 21:25 2.0 2:47 0.3 15:00 0.2 07:04 17:37
13 Wed 9:46 1.9 22:11 2.0 3:33 0.2 15:48 0.2 07:03 17:38
14 Thu 10:34 1.9 22:59 2.0 4:20 0.2 16:36 0.3 07:02 17:39
15 Fri 11:25 1.9 23:48 1.9 5:08 0.2 17:28 0.3 07:01 17:40
16 Sat 12:19 1.8 5:59 0.2 18:22 0.4 06:59 17:40
17 Sun 0:40 1.9 13:17 1.8 6:52 0.3 19:21 0.4 06:58 17:41
18 Mon 1:37 1.8 14:19 1.8 7:49 0.3 20:23 0.5 06:57 17:42
19 Tue 2:37 1.8 15:23 1.8 8:49 0.3 21:27 0.5 06:56 17:43
20 Wed 3:41 1.7 16:25 1.8 9:52 0.3 22:31 0.5 06:54 17:44
21 Thu 4:44 1.7 17:24 1.8 10:53 0.3 23:31 0.4 06:53 17:45
22 Fri 5:45 1.7 18:19 1.9 06:52 17:46
23 Sat 6:41 1.8 19:09 1.9 0:27 0.4 12:43 0.3 06:50 17:46
24 Sun 7:32 1.8 19:56 1.9 1:18 0.3 13:32 0.3 06:49 17:47
25 Mon 8:19 1.8 20:39 1.9 2:05 0.3 14:18 0.3 06:48 17:48
26 Tue 9:03 1.8 21:20 1.9 2:49 0.3 15:01 0.3 06:46 17:49
27 Wed 9:44 1.8 22:00 1.8 3:31 0.3 15:43 0.4 06:45 17:50
28 Thu 10:25 1.8 22:38 1.8 4:11 0.3 16:24 0.4 06:43 17:51
29 Fri 11:05 1.7 23:17 1.7 4:49 0.4 17:05 0.5 06:42 17:51
30 Sat 11:47 1.7 5:29 0.4 17:48 0.5 06:41 17:52
31 Sun 1.7 12:33 1.6 6:10 0.5 18:34 0.6 06:39 17:53

AVAILABLE TO RENT

CABIN AVAILABLE – WHANGAMATĀ
Available NOW. North facing, sunny deck, semi furnished self contained 
cabin. Just 50m to beach, 170m to central Main Street, classic retreat for 
the person looking for a simplistic billionaire lifestyle. Txt 021 242 4284
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Interior/Exterior Painting

Wallpapering

Cedar Cleaning and 
Restoration Service

0224 552 363
brushstrokeswhangamata@gmail.com

PAINTER & DECORATOR

FIBRE INTERNET 
now available to 

order from Boot I.T.
We are the Coromandel’s 
only local Fibre Internet 
Provider, and the ONLY 

provider that offers 7 days 
per week support.

 Call us on 0800 242 266 
to find out more.

IT SUPPORT

Shay 021 742 966 | www.blackhillearthworks.co.nz
info@blackhillearthworks.co.nz

• Bobcat & excavator
• Tight access work
• Site works
• Topsoiling

• Driveways
• Hole drilling
• Concrete prep
• Cartage

EARTHWORKS

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES:

Whangamata Yard
2546 Waihi Whangamata Rd

M. 027 261 1262

Waihi Beach Yard
691 Waihi Beach Rd

P. 07 863 5340

Delivery service available

Cement, builder’s 
mix and a range 
of metals

Bark, mulch, 
compost 
and topsoil

Sand, lime chip, 
river stones 
and pebbles

LAND DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANTS
Subdivisions
Boundary Markings
Land Use Consents Topographical Surveys
Building Setout and Certifications Contact us

0508 4 BIRCH 
tairua@birch.nz

244 Main Road, Tairua 
www.birch.nz

LAND DEVELOPMENT

Whangamata-based small 
engine repairs & maintenance

121 Sharyn Pl • 021 0244 2791
ants.repairs.nz@gmail.com

ANTS REPAIRS

• Chainsaws  • Lawnmowers
• Ride ons  • Weedeaters

SMALL ENGINE REPAIRS

Any Concrete Requirements: Slabs, driveways, patios, paths, etc
All types of concrete - colour - finish
Council Permits for Vehicle Crossings

Excavation to finished product • Saw cutting & drilling

www.brownmoreconstruction.co.nz

REX: 027 285 5489
P. 07 863 3364 • office@brownmoreconstruction.co.nz

CONCRETE CONTRACTORS

We take pride in doing a quality job at a competitive rate

CONCRETE

M: 0274 367 254
E: jenboof@outlook.com

PAINTER & DECORATOR

RURAL FENCING  •  RESIDENTIAL  FENCING
POST AND RAIL  •  RETAINING WALLS

POLE SHED BUILDINGS
ORCHARD BUILDS & MAINTENANCE

BLAIN TEMPELMEYER  027 784 6538
coastlinefencing7@gmail.com

FENCING

Use Locals... For Locals... Support Locals!

ADVERTISING

Contact Jennie

Phone 
021 0232 1661

whangamatanews@gmail.com
Secure your space on here today!

COAST DIGGER & CARTAGE
• Digger & Tip Truck Hire
• Driveways
• Building Digouts
• Site Works
• Concrete removal
• Track work
• Hole Drilling
• Tree Felling & Removal

Murray Clarke 027 2010 209  
muzzclarke66@hotmail.com

DIGGER & CARTAGE
•	 Glass	and	glazing
•	 Frameless	shower	
enclosures	

•	Mirrors
•	 Aluminium	window	
maintenance

•	 Sliding	wardrobe	doors
•	Wardrobe	organisers

REGISTERED	WINZ	
SUPPLIER

clearvizinstalls@gmail.com  •  0273-727-533

GLAZIER

Coastline
Property Painters

/www.coastlinepropertypainters.comCall Richard Upton: 0274 884 881

 Interior   Exterior  Roofs
Protecting your investment Communication is everything

Updates & photos as your job progresses

PAINTER

Shopping made easy

A&A Asian Store
Shopping made easy

17 ROSEMONT ROAD, WAIHI (opp. Farm Source)

• Japanese • Korean • Filipino • Vietnamese 
• Malaysian • Thai

Ramen & Buldak noodles, corn dogs, dumplings, fi sh cakes, 
frozen meals, sweets, drinks and so much more...
FREE DELIVERY TO WHANGAMATA

Tuesday - Sunday 9am to 5pm  •  Phone 021 0256 107

ASIAN FOOD

PAINTER

CALL LEE ON 0275 656 336 
Lee.tpms@gmail.com

30 Years of Interior & Exterior Painting

Delivering High-Quality Service with 
Exceptional Results
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Exterior house or commercial building wash, roof wash, fences, driveway, patios – 
soft-wash for best moss and lichen clean and treatment, exterior window cleaning, 

or general water blasting, 100m of hose so access is no problem.

Prompt local service with 20 years’ experience.

Ph 0800 747 787  email housewash@xtra.co.nz or dial Andy direct on 027 313 4386

HOUSE WASHING

BUILDING WASHING

Mobile Hydraulic Hose Service

For Service That Counts
Matt: 0274 123 996

Waihi, Whangamata, Thames/Coromandel

Your Local
ccee

Matt: 0274 123 996

HYDRAULIC HOSE SERVICE

ARCHITECTURAL BUILDERS

BUILDING & LANDSCAPING

ADRIAN 0274 263 895  |  hansen.builderz@gmail.com  |  HBLHomesnz
Residential   |   Commercial   |   Alterations   |   Additions

COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE
Contact us to discuss your project & a free estimate today

CLEANING

07 863 8358 or 0800 225 552

whangamata@jae.co.nz

• Carpet Cleaning
• Pest Control
• Flood & Fire Restoration
• Stain Removal
• Upholstery Cleaning

AWARD-WINNING TAANZ BONDED TRAVEL BROKER
Travel Broker & CLIA Accredited Cruise Specialist

Whangamata 07 865 9568  |  M: 027 337 6222
Kay.Gregan@thetravelbrokers.co.nz  
thetravelbrokers.co.nz/kaygregan

Kay Gregan
The Travel 
Designer

TRAVEL BROKER

AUTOMOTIVE & BOATS

Aickin Road, Whangamata (next to Bunnings)
P. 865 9073  |  E. office@jcdcustoms.co.nz

Mon-Fri from 8am

ONLY
STOCKIST IN TOWN!

ONLY
AGENT IN TOWN!

BOAT TRAILERS, CARS, CLASSIC & HOT RODS

Use Locals... For Locals... Support Locals!

Ade Cunningham
M. 0274 929 695 or P. 07 575 9149

info@framesnz.co.nz • www.framesnz.co.nz
300 Port Rd (corner of Ajax Rd), Whangamata 

• Picture framing
• Framed mirrors
• Art installation
• Pick up & 

delivery

FRAMING

ELECTRICIAN

GREG HENSTOCK 
ELECTRICIAN LTD
Registered Electrician

One Man Band

WHANGAMATA
0272 580 366

30 yrs experience, specialising in:
 Bathroom, deck & building repairs 

 Gib fixing & plastering 
 Interior /exterior painting

Please ring Rex on 021 997 428

HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN

ADVERTISING

By Locals, For Locals,  
About Locals! Home delivered.

Call Jennie 021 0232 1661.

For All Your Electrical Needs

Now Open In A Second Location 
Introducing Laser Electrical Waihi

WAIHI  07 863 7746
waihi@laserelectrical.co.nz
40B Kenny Street

WHANGAMATA  07 865 9309
whangamata@laserelectrical.co.nz
100 Lindsay Road

ELECTRICAL

CURTAINS / BLINDSOUTDOOR COVER
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Professional Foot Care

Mobile 027 663 2320 or  
email alison.c.walkington@gmail.com

Alison Walkington
Registered Nurse

Home visits by 
appointment

Pedicare Services
PODIATRY

STEPHANIE FRITH - QUALIFIED TECHNICIAN
pestpros@outlook.co.nz | 027 3211 796 | www.pestpros.co.nz

Whangamata & Surrounds
A member of Pest Management Association of New Zealand

Say goodbye to unwanted pests - 
spiders, ants, wasps, cockroaches, 
rodents & more! 

We offer a safe, effective pest 
management solution tailored to suit 
your needs.

Contact us today for a pest-free home 
or business. Locally owned & operated.

PEST CONTROL

We Sell and Service all Major Brands
Your heat pump specialist

On site marine & commercial refrigeration
Call today for a hassle-free quote

027 933 8599
www.reefrefrigeration.co.nz

HEAT PUMPS

Rikki Daysh, Owner/Operator 
022 408 8424
rikkisroofing@gmail.com

Residential 
re roofs & 
new roofs

Spouting

Cladding

Maintenance 
& re screws

ROOFING

WINDOW CLEANING

M. 0274 714 869  E. office@choatsplumbing.co.nz

FOR ALL YOUR GAS-FITTING, PLUMBING, 
DRAINAGE & ROOFING REQUIREMENTS

Registered craftsman & member 
of Master Plumbers

PLUMBER

Use Locals... For Locals... Support Locals!

PITCHER ELECTRICAL

RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL SERVICES

TONY PITCHER 0274 589 573

YOUR TRUSTED  
MASTER ELECTRICIAN  
working in Whangamata, 
Opoutere, Onemana and 

Whiritoa

ELECTRICIAN

021 617 664
secureglassltd.co.nz

For all your 
windscreen 

needs!

secureglassltd.co.nz

windscreen 

MONDAYS: 

RSA car park, Whangamata

TUESDAYS: 

Fresh Choice car park, Waihi

THURSDAYS: 

Tairua Community Hall, Tairua

FRIDAYS:

Goldfields car park, Thames

WINDSCREEN REPAIRS

RENTAL PROPERTY MANAGER

Julie Cunningham
027 549 2427

RENTAL PROPERTY MANAGER - WAIHI
FRIENDLY. LOCAL. RELIABLE.

pggwre.co.nz PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, 
licensed under the REAA 2008.

Call  today!

TREE & PROPERTY SERVICES FLOORING

Flooring Sales and Installation 
FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION
Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring 

SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach 
Open 8.30am-4.00pm Monday to Friday 

Saturdays by Appointment
Phone: 027 233 7277 | 07 863 5723 

sales@owensflooring.co.nz   owensflooring.co.nz

601 PORT ROAD, WHANGAMATA P. 07 865 7241
MON-FRI  8.30AM-5PM • SAT 8.30AM-3PM

MEAT AT THE BEACH
Winter Warmers ! 

Casserole & stewing steaks, Oxtails,  
Bacon bones,Swiss rolls and so much more !

 get our Whanga Streaky Bacon & Ham on the Bone  today!

BUTCHER

ADVERTISING

By Locals, For Locals,  
About Locals! Home delivered.

Call Jennie 021 0232 1661.

McBeth Rd Orchard Joinery
Affordable joinery

Tony & Nicky Ball - 027 229 2255
Whangamata

Kitchens new or upgraded
Laundries & bathrooms

Wardrobes & storage units
Free estimates

KITCHENS
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TREE SPECIALIST

 

Contact Ben 021 827 355  
treecarewhangamata@gmail.com

WARDROBES

Steve Parkinson
Central, East & South

021 0733 100
steve@wardrobesdirect.co.nzShowroom 

and office:  
175 Marua Rd  
Mt Wellington www.wardrobesdirect.co.nz

ALSO SERVICING 
WHANGAMATA

Car tyres / Wheel alignment 
4WD tyres / Tyre repair

Wheel balance
Small implement tyres

Batteries - car & marine

Cnr Port & Ocean Rd, 
Whangamata
www.challenge.net.nz

Phone Simon 
865 7698

TYRE & BATTERY SERVICES

SCAFFOLDING

•Mobile scaffolding
•Roof edge protection
•Construction scaffold

Servicing Whangamata 
and surrounding areas

Please ring 022 076 0160 or
email whangamatascaffolding@gmail.com
102 Lindsay Road, Whangamata  Est 2014

Please ring 022 076 0160

WINDOW & DOOR SERVICES HOME SERVICES

We specialise in
• Exterior house wash, windows, driveways, patios, decks, 
fences & roofs • Commercial, residential, rural, new builds 

& painters prep • Pests treatment (fumigation) 
• Rodents & wasps • Chimney sweeping • Roof treatments 

BUSINESS FRANCHISE FOR SALE

We cover Coromandel, Thames, Waihi, Waihi Beach, Whitianga, Whangamata

Avi@yourlocal.nz • www.yourlocal.nz • 022 534 5478 Avi@yourlocal.nz • www.yourlocal.nz • 022 534 5478 

Whanga Laundromat

“T he only locally owned & operated laundromat in town! ”

LAUNDRY

We can help with all of your general legal needs
• Conveyancing if you are buying or selling property 

• Sale and purchase of business assets • Commercial leasing  
• Relationship property • Trusts • Wills • Enduring powers of attorney

www.ussherlawyers.co.nz | Phone 07 865 8824
We’ve moved – now at 123 Lindsay Rd, Whangamata 

LAWYERS

Use Locals... For Locals... Support Locals!

* Heat pumps
* air conditioning

* reFrigeration
* Ventilation

SERVICING IN THE COROMANDEL AREA 
0272121994 - 0277251820

tidelinereFrigeration@gmail.com 
WWW.tidelinereFrigeration.com

REFRIGERATION & AIR CON

BOARDING KENNELS 
AND CATTERY

Quality care and facilities in a rural setting
Office hours: 9am-12 noon and 3-5pm daily 

INSPECTION WELCOME 
Ph 07 865 8242 or 027 624 3890 

Annette Gillatt 
4km south of Whangamata on the main road

BOARDING KENNEL / CATTERYBINS

LBP Builder / Renovation Specialist
07 865 6555 / 027 238 1659

skfrs@xtra.co.nz

BUILDER

ARBORIST & FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Available all year round. Smoking chunks or dust, kindling, 
bagged wood. Delivery available or pick up on Fridays from 
15 Dean Cres, Waihi. Gold Card discounts. Also 100s of native 
and exotic milled slab timber, garden mulch, smoking wood. 
0274 390 367 or our firewood hotline 022 043 1862

TREE PROBLEMS?
Dismantle, pruning, removal, stump 
grinding. BIG or SMALL – we do them ALL!

0274 390 367 
www.shortbacknsides.co.nz

EVERYTHING 
ELECTRICAL

Residential, Commercial, 
Data, Alarms 

          021 800 017 
admin@rustysparks.nz

ELECTRICIAN / DOG GROOMER
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SU
D

O
K

U

Fill the grid so every row, column and 3x3 
box contains the numbers 1-9QUICK CROSSWORD

Across
1. Support (7)
5. Material used on bow strings (5)
8. Compensation (9)
9. Pompous fool (3)
10. Smile contemptuously (5)
12. Median (7)
13. Treachery (6-7)
15. Late (7)
17. Stiff (5)
19. Generation (3)
20. Global (9)
22. Access (5)
23. Climbing frame (7)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11 12

13 14

15 16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

All puzzles © The Puzzle Company 

DECODER
128

Each number below represents a different letter. Find the correct 
letter for each number by working out the word from the letters 
given. To keep track, cross the letters off on the grid below.

Across:1. Backing, 
5. Rosin, 8. Indemnity,
 9. Ass, 10. Sneer, 
12. Average, 
13. Double-dealing, 
15. Overdue, 
17. Rigid, 19. Era, 
20. Worldwide, 
22. Entry, 23. Trellis. 
Down:1. Bliss, 
2. Cod, 3. Immoral, 
4. Grin and bear it, 
5. Rhyme, 
6. Seafaring, 
7. Nest egg, 
11. Exuberant, 
13. Diocese, 
14. Abridge, 
16. Dowdy, 
18. Dress, 21. Ill.

CROSSWORD

DECODER

S
U
D
O
K
U

Down
1. Extreme happiness (5)
2. Fish (3)
3. Unethical (7)
4. Suffer in a stoical manner 
(4,3,4,2)
5. Verse (5)
6. Ocean-going (9)
7. Savings (4,3)
11. In high spirits (9)
13. Bishop’s territory (7)
14. Shorten (text) (7)
16. Frumpy (5)
18. Apparel (5)
21. Sick (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11

12 13 14

15

16 17 18 19

20

21

22 23

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD
Across
1 & 10. Removed the 
shirt off my back for the 
laundry (4,2,3,8)
6. “Tooth found in gear” (3)
8. US type creates clari-
net mania (5,8)
9. Sounds like he prays a 
lot? (4)
10. See 1
12. Sneaks around and 
gives you them (6)
13. Mistook a pistol hiding 
with the animals (6)
16. Sweet container for 
the sack (5,3)
18. Look both ways, Bo (4)
21. You created a stir with 
the rooster feather, Rod 
(8,5)
22. Doctor to remain 
nameless (3)

23. Shot fairy in the bush (9)
Down
1. What a bird has to come 
to grips with (5)
2. Touch roughly (7)
3. Army transport for vio-
lent prisoners (4)
4. Ruckus caused multi-
tude to die out (6)
5. Caused by clippers, as a 
gentle reminder? (8)
6. Hidden money by the 
sound of it (5)
7. Seen Gus about the 
scientific types (7)
11. It may have 21 (8)
12. No sundries in sand-
wich courses but a money 
spinner all the same (4,3)
14. You may get ill-
tempered about sheep, 
Vi (7)Across:1 & 10. Took to the cleaners, 6. Cog,

8. Latin American, 9. Neil, 12. Creeps, 13. Okapis, 
16. Sugar bag, 18. Peep, 21. Cocktail stick, 
22. Who, 23. Forsythia. 
Down:1. Talon, 2. Outline, 3. Tank, 4. Tumult, 
5. Earmarks, 6. Cache, 7. Genuses, 11. Aperitif, 
12. Cash cow, 14. Peevish, 15. Rapier, 17. Gecko, 
19. Pukka, 20. Espy.CRYPTIC

15. A sword the artist found on the wharf (6)
17. No panic for peacocking lizard (5)
19. Quiet English weekend a good thing for the 
naked chef (5)
20. See the oriental agent (4)

SOLUTIONS

711 Port Road, Whangamata
@crafhauswhanga - www.crafthauswhanga.co.nz

07 865 6300

Conditions apply.PLEASE BOOK YOUR TABLE AT manager@crafthauswhanga.co.nz

Grab 1kg of NZ greenlipped 
mussels in a Thai curry 
sauce w garlic bread  
+ a pint of tap beer or  
glass of house wine

CONDITIONS APPLY

Grab a chicken OR pork schnitzel 
served with fries, slaw & gravy 
matched with a pint of tap beer 

OR glass of haus wine

GIVE A
SCHNIT SUNDAY

ONLY
$20

conditions apply

FRIDAY
SHOUT

$10 EACH

DINE IN OR TAKE AWAY
manager@crafthausewhanga.co.nz

Conditions applymanager@crafthausewhanga.co.nz

choose one of our pastas 
and grab a pint off tap or 

glass of haus wine for only

$23.00

$1 WINGS
WEDNESDAY

$1 PER BUFFALO 
WING
4:30PM - UNTIL 
SOLD OUT

THIS IS A DINE 
IN ONLY DEAL

BOOK YOUR 
TABLE NOW
07 865 6300


	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_01
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_02
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_03
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_04
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_05
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_06
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_07
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_08
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_09
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_10
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_11
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_12
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_13
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_14
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_15
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_16
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_17
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_18
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_19
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_20
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_21
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_22
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_23
	Whangamata News_Issue 147_8Aug2025_24



