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Every day, 74 New Zealanders 
hear the words, “you have 
cancer” and their life changes 
forever.

But there is hope. Together 
we can help fund life-saving 
cancer research and provide 
support to cancer patients 
and their whānau on Da� odil 
Day. Da� odil Day, on Friday 
29 August, is the Cancer 
Society’s largest fundraising 
event. Every donation helps 
the Cancer Society’s essential 
support in the Waikato and 
Bay of Plenty. Donations from 
Da� odil Day also fund ground-
breaking cancer to help reduce 
the impact and incidence of 
cancer for future generations. 
The Cancer Society is not 
directly government funded 
and relies on support from the 
community to ensure the 1 in 
3 do not face cancer alone. 
Please give generously when 
you see a street collector this 
Da� odil Day. Or donate online 
by visiting da� odilday.org.nz.

A year of impact

Here are some of the ways 
Cancer Society Waikato/Bay of 
Plenty has supported people 
with cancer in our region over 
the last fi nancial year, thanks to 
the overwhelming generosity of 
the community:

• 3,724 the number of people 
in our community we have 
assisted through our services.

• 104,657 kilometres driven 
by volunteers transporting 
people to treatment.

• 17,145 the number of bed 
nights provided at the Cancer 
Society’s Lions Lodge.

• 43,650 the number of meals 
served at the Cancer Society’s 
Lions Lodge.

• $252,583 the amount 
contributed to national cancer 
research to help reduce the 
impact and incidence of 
cancer.

1 in 3 of us will get 
cancer in our lifetime

Please donate this Daffodil Day.
Because the 1 in 3 who’ll get cancer in their 
lifetime could be you, or someone you love.

Donate Now
daffodilday.org.nz

Friday 29 August

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Whangamata  |  636 Port Road    |     07 865 8562     |     whangamata@flooringxtra.co.nz

FLOORINGXTRA.CO.NZ

FLOORING TO FLOORING TO 
SUIT YOUR STYLESUIT YOUR STYLE

Phone or email us! We’re measuring & laying! View samples instore!

Scrapped surcharges a win 
for New Zealanders
Those pesky notes on EFTPOS 
machines across the country which 
warn customers that their payment 
could incur a surcharge will soon be 
a thing of the past.

In my capacity as Commerce 
and Consumer A� airs Minister, I 
announced that the Retail Payment 
System (Ban on Surcharges) 
Amendment Bill will be introduced 
to Parliament by the end of 2025, 
with the changes expected to come 
into force by May 2026, at the latest.

This will ban in-store payment 
surcharges, including for Visa, 
Mastercard, and EFTPOS. That 
means when you see a price on the 
shelf, that’s the price you’ll been 
charged regardless of the method 
you choose to pay with.

Surcharges are more than just an 
annoyance for customers, those 
little fees add up. The Commerce 
Commission estimates New 
Zealanders pay around $150 million 
annually in surcharges, including 
$45–$65 million in excessive 
charges. That’s a hefty amount 
which has been added onto your 
morning co� ee bill for too long.

It's understandable that people 
are wary that businesses will just 
pass along the costs of accepting 
card payments to their customers, 
but the Commerce Commission 
has already ruled that banks must 
reduce these interchange fees. 
This will help retailers manage the 
costs associated with transactions, 
while also levelling the playing fi eld 
for many businesses across the 
country who have not being using 
surcharges.

The removal of instore surcharges 
is a practical change, because it 
shouldn’t be up to the customer 
to choose the most cost-e�  cient 
way of making a payment at 
the till. This is part of a wider 
shift towards modern, low-cost, 
competitive payment systems, and a 
Government push for open banking 
and new technology coming online 
later this year.

Times are still tough for many 
households, and this change is 
another way we’re helping to ease 
the cost of living.

– Authorised by Scott Simpson MP, 
614 Pollen St, Thames

For further enquiries, please contact Lena Cordery, 
Communications and Marketing Specialist: 

lenacordery@cancersociety.org.nz  or phone 027 255 9464.
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Thank you for investing in our community by shopping 
local you are supporting our local businesses.

‘Shop Local’ is continuing until 29 August 2025.

Proudly supported by

SHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPLocal

Simple: 
Shop - Scan to enter
Proof of purchase is required to collect the prize

Prize money up for grabs:Prize money up for grabs:

Simple: Simple: 

1st Prize 

$300
2nd Prize 

$150
3rd Prize 

$100

SMS “Move” to 027 3205 070 
for a no obligation quote

07 866 5589
info@nzmoveit.co.nz
www.nzmoveit.co.nz

Residential & Commercial
Packing  |  Removals  |  Storage

Local, NZ Wide & Worldwide 
Furniture Relocations

“NZ Move It team were incredibly careful with 
my fragile items - the care was very evident!  
Nothing was too hard to assist with - I highly 
recommend their services”

P. McNeill, 2025 (repeat customer)

“The guys were both really nice.  They arrived on 
time and the move went perfectly.  They were 
efficient and worked hard.  It could not have 
been a better experience (and I have moved 
house almost 50 times over the years!)”

R. Preston, 2025

“The boys were marvellous. Couldn’t fault them!”

T. and L. True, 2025

We have an exceptional reputation. 
Just look what our recent customers have to say!

Can collect bulky 
online purchases

Weekly runs 
to Auckland

Small jobs - 
no problem!
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The Whangamatā Ratepayers 
Association would like to express 
its full support for Ian Holyoake’s 
recent letter and, more importantly, 
his invitation to change the tone 
and approach around stormwater 
decision-making in our town.

Ian’s call for a reset is timely, fair, 
and constructive. It’s not about 
stopping progress. It’s about making 
sure progress is built on trust, 
transparency, and a shared vision for 
what’s best for Whangamatā.

Too often we hear about 
“community having a seat at the 
table,” but that only works if people 
around that table are truly being 
heard. Let’s not forget—those 
who give their time to engage 
with Council processes, attend 
workshops, or represent community 
groups do so voluntarily, and with 
genuine care for the future of this 
town. They also bring deep respect 
for the consultants and professionals 
involved. This isn’t about opposing 
expertise—it’s about combining it 
with local insight, lived experience, 

and a shared desire to get it right.

When those contributions are 
overlooked, or when past planning 
like the 2019 Master Plan is ignored 
without explanation, it sends a 
damaging message: that community 
input is optional. That’s not good 
enough—not in a town like ours.

Ian’s invitation for independently 
chaired, facilitated dialogue is a 
way forward that allows everyone 
to bring their best selves to the 
table. It’s a chance to move from 
frustration to partnership. And with 
the Hetherington Road works still in 
early stages, now is exactly the right 
time to push pause and make space 
for that collaboration.

Whangamatā deserves smart, 
sustainable stormwater solutions. 
And it deserves a Council that’s 
willing to work with—not just for—
the community.

Ngā mihi,

Peter Priest
CHAIRMAN, WHANGAMATĀ 
RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION

We welcome your letters!  Email to: whangamatanews@gmail.com

We welcome your letters: Send them to whangamatanews@gmail.com
Your letters must be no longer than 250 words and must include your full 

name (no nom de plumes) and where you're from. Whangamatā & Waihi News
reserves the right to edit, or to not print, submitted letters.

As cost of living remains front of 
mind it is pertinent to consider some 
of the factors that have contributed 
to the situation.

One positive element currently 
attracting much debate is the price 
of butter, which is in fact, good 
for our economy. Inevitably, the 
present global demand will stimulate 
increased production internationally 
and so return balance to the supply 
and demand cycle. Red meat is 
another product a� ected by similar 
circumstances.

On the negative side, political 
decisions have contributed to 
the increasing costs we face. A 
successful campaign by activists 
who know little about animal 
husbandry, saw the price of eggs 
double when the most e�  cient 
means of production was legislated 
out of the industry. Our local pork 
industry was similarly impacted.

Electricity costs have risen as a 
result of the decision to shut down 
our natural gas resources while 
failing to develop economically 
viable alternatives. The most 
expensive and unreliable means 
of generation, wind and solar, 
are now favoured. The result has 
forced us to become the only 
country in the world to transition 
from lower emissions natural gas 
to coal fi red generation. To date, 
further development of hydro and 
geothermal are buried under the 
Resourse Management Act and we 
all pay the price.

Emissions levies add cost to fuel and 
transport which leads to ramping up 
the cost of everything. 

We all pay the penalty for political 
ideology that is of questionable 
merit and expensive consequence.

George Williams
WHANGAMATA

Costly ConsequencesBacking Ian’s Invitation: A Call for a True 
Council-Community Partnership
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Who’s really making the decisions?
A community-led spotlight on 
council decisions, planning 
failures, and the urgent need for 
a Spatial Plan for Whangamatā. 
The Whangamatā Ratepayers 
Association is publishing a series 
of these articles calling for smarter, 
more transparent planning in our 
town. 

In Article 2, we examine the newly 
constructed wetland in Williamson 
Park — an estimated $750,000 
project that’s raised more questions 
than answers. Was it the best 
use of public money? Why were 
community voices shut out? And 
could it all have been avoided with 
proper strategic planning? Read 
more at whangamataratepayers.
org.nz — and see why better 
planning means a better future for 
Whangamatā.

Could a Spatial Plan Have Saved 
Williamson Park?

Williamson Park is the beating heart 
of Whangamatā. Locals and visitors 
flock there for markets, concerts, 
surf club events, and lazy summer 
afternoons.

That’s why the decision to construct 
a permanent wetland — instead of 
simpler, less intrusive, and more 
cost-effective options — left many 
asking: Why this option, and why 
weren’t we properly consulted? At 
the core of this issue is a bigger 
planning gap: Whangamatā has no 
Spatial Plan.

What Is a Spatial Plan — and Why 
Does It Matter?

A Spatial Plan is a long-term 
blueprint for how a town grows. 
It connects land use, transport, 
stormwater, housing, recreation, and 
environmental protection under one 
coordinated strategy. It identifies 
where to protect, where to invest, 
and how public money can best 
serve the future. Without it, towns 
are left making piecemeal decisions 
— solving short-term problems while 
creating bigger ones down the line. 
Williamson Park is a clear example.

What Went Wrong?

The wetland was intended to 
manage stormwater following 
Cyclones Hale and Gabrielle. But 
instead of upgrading the broader 
drainage network, the project 
redirected a larger catchment into 
a small pond built in the 1970s. 
The result? A design many believe 
falls short of regional drainage 
standards — approved without clear 

explanation, engineering reports, or 
transparent costings. WRASWAG 
(Whangamatā Ratepayers 
Stormwater Action Group) — a 
volunteer group that dedicated 
hundreds of hours to improving 
flood planning — was cut out of the 
process.

Basic information had to be 
requested under the Official 
Information Act. Much of it is still 
withheld.

Now, what was once a small pond 
has been transformed into a larger, 
permanent wetland — reducing 
usable space and impacting how 
the park is used for events and 
recreation. And there’s still no public 
breakdown of how the $750,000 
was spent.

What a Spatial Plan Could Have 
Delivered

With a Spatial Plan, Whangamatā 
could have had:

•	A clear town-wide stormwater 
strategy

•	Recreational zones like Williamson 
Park clearly protected

•	Transparent evaluation of costs 
and alternatives

•	Proper sequencing of 
infrastructure to avoid long-term 
clashes

Instead, we’re left with reduced park 
usability and growing frustration 
over opaque decision-making.

What Needs to Happen

The Whangamatā Ratepayers 
Association is calling for:

1.	A full Spatial Plan — with genuine 
public input

2.	Full transparency around 
infrastructure spending

3.	Real collaboration with community 
groups — not token consultation

We support smart environmental 
upgrades and resilience — but they 
must be strategic, transparent, and 
community-led.

•	Visit whangamataratepayers.org.nz

•	Sign our petition for better 
planning

•	Talk to your councillors — and ask: 
Where is Whangamatā’s Spatial 
Plan?

If we want smarter infrastructure, 
protected green space, and better 
use of ratepayer money — we need 
to plan for it.

– Whangamata Ratepayers Assoc

WhangamataWhangamata

“We would unreservedly recommend Phil Clark as one of the hardest working, ethical 
real estate agents we have ever had the pleasure to work with.”

Recipe For Success
The 4 essentials to sell your home

1. Great Photos
2. Eff ective Marketing
3. Exceptional Closing & Negotiating Skills
4. Relentless Agent On Your Side

We will stage/style your property for free!
Photos are important, we do everything we can to make sure they are fantastic.

My commission rate is extremely competitive. I have been successfully selling real 
estate for 30 years in all market conditions.

You don’t need a big team, you need someone 
who will get the job done!

Precision Real Estate Ltd MREINZ Licensed REA 2008

PHIL CLARK   021 940 041
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Whai Rugby League ready for action

WWW.WHANGAMATACLUB.CO.NZFACEBOOK.COM/THEWHANGACLUB404 PORT ROAD P. 07 865 8705
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If the rugby league muster held recently 
for Whangamat�’s league teams is 
anything to go by, it's going to be a 
cracker of a 6-week season!

Whangamat� & Waihi News  caught up 
with Daniel Paul, Club Captain, Coach 
and face of the Whai Rugby League 
Club, Whangamat�. 

Two years ago the muster was 40. This 
year, according to Paul, the muster was 
130 keen young league players. This 
makes for a few problems with jersey 
numbers and the like but is more than 
made up for by the energy and joy on 
display during the drills the various 
teams were put through.

The competition is a six week one, 
starting on the 16th August. There 
are 12 other clubs involved - Manaia, 
Mercury Bay, Tairua, Whangamat�, 
Waihi/Katikati, Katikati, Matamata, 
Paeroa, Ngatea Rugby and Sports, 
Ngatea Rugby League and Thames. 

Each Club would have 6-10 teams.

Some of the team won't have played 
before, coming usually from a rugby 
background so the next couple 
of weeks will be partly involved in 
familiarising all with the various rule 
di�erences between the codes.

The season starts in Thames, with one 
of several Festival days spread over the 
six weeks. These festival days will be 
held at clubs with the capacity to hold 
such events, such as Thames, Mercury 
Bay, Ngatea and Paeroa.

Paul gave a big shout out to the 
committee, and to the volunteers who 
help to make things �ow week after 
week.

Good luck to all the players and 
teams involved, get along to Thames 
to watch the season kick o� – Go 
Whanga!

– Photos & story by Mark James
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