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Contact Anna Gledhill
aljgledhill@gmail.com or 021 653 148

 Adverts
 Signs
 Posters
 Flyers

 Magazines
 Business cards
 Gift vouchers 

and more...

Designer for Whangamatā & Waihi News
and the Repco Beach Hop programmes

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.
Whangamata  |  636 Port Road    |     07 865 8562     |     whangamata@flooringxtra.co.nz

FLOORINGXTRA.CO.NZ

FLOORING TO FLOORING TO 
SUIT YOUR STYLESUIT YOUR STYLE

Phone or email us! We’re measuring & laying! View samples instore!

SERVICE CENTRE

a s s i s t a n c e

Full Mechanical Repairs, Lubrications and 
Services, WOFs, Tyres, Tune ups, Batteries, 
Wheel alignments, Diagnostics.
Scan Tool.
AA Breakdown services
First Assistance Breakdown services

P. 07 865 9435 • 201 Aickin Road, Whangamata
M. 027 608 5770 • E. wgmsc@xtra.co.nz

Please donate this Daffodil Day.
Because the 1 in 3 who’ll get cancer in their 
lifetime could be you, or someone you love.

Donate Now
daffodilday.org.nz

Friday 29 August

When speaking to parents around 
the electorate, as well as local 
businesses, it’s evident that there 
are signifi cant concerns that NCEA 
isn’t equipping students with the 
skills needed to succeed.

That’s why the Government is 
proposing to replace NCEA with 
a new national qualifi cation, 
which will be underpinned by a 
new internationally comparable 
curriculum for Years 9–13. The key 
changes include:

Returning to marking assessments 
and subjects clearly out of 100 with 
grades that make sense to parents 
like A-E

Removing NCEA Level 1 so Year 11 
students can focus on preparing for 
their main secondary qualifi cations 
in Years 12 and 13

Replacing NCEA Levels 2 and 
3 with two new qualifi cations 
(The New Zealand Certifi cate of 
Education at Year 12 and the New 
Zealand Advanced Certifi cate of 
Education at Year 13)

These changes are proposed to be 

phased in from next year, beginning 
with the new national curriculum 
in 2026, the Foundational Skills 
Award in 2028, and the new 
Certifi cates of Education in 2029 
and 2030 for Years 12 and 13.

Education has been and 
continues to be a major focus 
for the Government, because it’s 
the foundation for young New 
Zealanders to be able to contribute 
and make their mark on the world.

We’ve already banned cell 
phones in classrooms, introduced 
structured literacy and maths 
programmes, made huge 
investments into learning support, 
and stopped building open-plan 
classrooms.

Public consultation is open 
until 15 September and more 
information about this process can 
be found online at: https://www.
education.govt.nz/have-your-say/
consultation-proposal-replace-
ncea/details

– Authorised by Scott Simpson MP, 
614 Pollen St, Thames

New education 
qualifications on the way
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Thank you for investing in our community by shopping 
local you are supporting our local businesses.

‘Shop Local’ is continuing until 29 August 2025.

Proudly supported by

SHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPLocal

Simple: 
Shop - Scan to enter
Proof of purchase is required to collect the prize

Prize money up for grabs:Prize money up for grabs:

Simple: Simple: 

1st Prize 

$300
2nd Prize 

$150
3rd Prize 

$100

LocalLocalLocalLocalLocal
FINAL 
WEEK

You will already have seen the 
cheery sight of real daffodils for 
sale for a few weeks in many 
outlets around the town, picked 
and bunched by volunteers from 
Whangamatā Lions.

You’ll also see soon the Cancer 
Society’s Daffodil sale of artificial 
daffodils, just for one day, on 
29th August, raising funds 
nationally for research and 
patient support.

Why is Whangamatā Lions’ 
daffodil fund-raising different? 

When you buy a bunch or two 
of that cheerful sign of Spring, 
that is your direct contribution to 
the Lions Cancer Society Lodge 
in Hamilton, as absolutely all of 
the money raised from the sales 
is donated directly to the Lodge 
which provides, for no charge, 
crucial residential support to 
patients undergoing cancer 
treatment at Waikato hospital. 
Last year, the Lodge provided 
over 17,000 bed nights and over 
43.000 meals to those in need.
There will be many reading this 
who have already benefitted 
from a stay at the Lions Lodge 
or will need to stay there at 
some future time. 

With your support, Whangamatā 
Lions will be able to make 
another substantial donation 
to the Cancer Lodge. It’s worth 
mentioning that in the 45 years 
since 1980, around $225,000 has 
been given to the Lodge by this 
Lions’ project!

You don’t need to be a Lion 
if you’d like to help with the 
picking or packing of the 
daffodils. Please go to our 
Facebook page, or phone me on 
021 0246 9772.

– Dianne Trembath, Project 
Organiser, Whangamatā Lions

It’s Whangamata Lions’ daffodil  
time again!

The last Whangamatā Community Board 
meeting was a powerful reminder that 
local voices do matter — and when united, 
they can shape outcomes that reflect the 
heart of a town. Despite Council officers 
recommending a shift of the Information 
Centre into a commercial premises, it was 
the strength and clarity of the public’s input 
that turned the tide.

Seven speakers, Whangamata Ratepayers 
and Enterprise Whangamata Business 
Association represented a cross-section 
of our community groups, stood up not 
just for a building, but for a symbol — a 
community-built, purpose-driven space 
on the Main Street that has served as the 
welcoming face of Whangamatā for years. 
Their advocacy was more than sentiment; it 
was a call to protect the town’s identity and 
support what works.

That two board members changed their 
position after hearing from the public is 
no small thing — it is democracy working 
at its most local and most authentic level. 
The final 4–2 vote in favour of keeping the 
Information Centre where it belongs is not 
just a win for tradition, but a win for the 
voice of the people.

Whangamatā has spoken — and it has been 
heard.

– Terry Walker, Deputy Mayor

The power of 
community 
voice in action
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I'm standing for the Community Board because I believe in 
getting things done.

My positive attitude and strong communication skills, combined 
with a proven track record of following through on commitments, 

make me an effective advocate for our community.

My work with Enterprise Whangamata has connected me with 
hard-working local business owners and dedicated volunteer 

groups throughout our town.

These relationships have deepened my understanding of what 
our community needs to thrive.

I want to help shape Whangamata's future - ensuring 
development is balanced and fair while protecting the special 

character that makes this place paradise.

I'll bring practical solutions and a collaborative approach to 
every decision.

Vote for Sally Smith for the  
Whangamata Community Board 

A fresh face, a fresh outlook and a fresh approach

Sally Smith
Whangamata 
Community 

Board Candidate
Running a business is challenging enough without 
having to navigate tricky staff matters or endless 
paperwork. That’s where Human Collective comes in.

We provide down-to-earth, local HR support and 
coaching to help your business thrive:

• Recruitment & Onboarding – fi nd and keep the 
right people for your team

• HR Compliance – up-to-date employment 
agreements and workplace policies

• Making Change – restructures, role changes, or 
improving how your team works

• Dealing with Tricky People Issues – performance 
management, disciplinaries, mediation

• Ad Hoc Support & Advice – your on-call HR partner, 
just a phone call away

• SME Coaching – practical guidance to grow your 
business and your leadership

Whether you’re hiring your fi rst employee or leading a 
busy team, we bring the expertise and reassurance you 
need — without the corporate fl uff.

HR MADE SIMPLE — 
IN WHANGAMATĀ, WAIHI & BEYOND.

Personal, practical, and here when you need us.

Contact Laura McCabe: 021 502 338
laura@humancollective.co.nz • www.humancollective.co.nz

Rehearsals are well underway for 
Whangamata Theatre Society’s 
upcoming show A Spotlight 
on Broadway. Two of the cast 
who performed in last year’s 
show Heaven Help Us have been 
nominated for a Zony Award for 
Best Supporting Actor in a play.

Jenna Dorreen played Natasha 
Hollows and Kevin Brinsden played 
Trevor Brown in the light hearted 
comedy set in the waiting room of 
Heaven.

The ZONY Awards have been 
established to recognise 
performance and production 
excellence amongst members of 
the Musical Theatre New Zealand 
Zone 2 region. The Whangamata 
Theatre Society are very proud of 

these two and their achievements.

With their upcoming show “A 
Spotlight on Broadway” audiences 
can expect beloved numbers from 
classics such as The Wizard of Oz, 
Chicago, Mamma Mia and Matilda, 
among others. With a cast of 38 of 
all ages it will be a show not to be 
missed.

The show will run for six 
performances from 13-20 
September 2025, at the 
Whangamata Memorial Hall. 
Tickets can be purchased at 
the Info Centre, Port Road, 
Whangamata or email  
teedfelton@gmail.com if you wish 
to pay online.

– Therese Dixon

Two locals nominated for 
a Zony Award It was a lovely celebration at 

the Pauanui Club on Saturday 
evening for a big thank you for 
the volunteer work and support 
seeing this massive task finally 
finished: the new irrigation system 
for the Pauanui Golf Club. The new 
irrigation system was displayed 
with the sprinkler's being turned 
on. Just like clock work.

From the tireless volunteers helping 
on the days, to the diggers coming 
in, the tree removal, stump grinding, 
electrical, work, trencher digging, 
root cutting, pipe laying team 
and the amazing ladies keeping 
everyone being fed. To Andy Bolton 
great dedication for over seeing the 
project. 

The project came in under budget 
also due to the generous support 
from the local donors with a 
massive $195.65 contribution. 

The celebration finished with a few 
drinks and a barbecue. 

Congratulations to Andy Bolton 
with his name being put forward for 
a life membership to the Pauanui 
Club. 

The Pauanui Golf Club now have a 
irrigation system to be proud of. 

Pauanui Club life member John 
Courtney congratulated Andy 
Bolton on being nominated as life 
member. 

– Pat Courtenay 

Thank you
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A dose of reality
Emma Mackintosh (NZH 8/8/25) 
recognises that we need to lift the 
standard of our infrastructure assets 
if we are to meet future needs.

Unfortunately, she then loses focus, 
getting distracted by climate 
change and the need to keep our 
people safe from “the destruction 
approaching our shores”. She opines 
that priority should be given to 
preventing the heating of the planet 
and ridding ourselves of the need 
for fossil fuels.

The reality is that on a global scale, 
our emissions are minuscule and 
any sacri� ces we make at the 
altar of climate action will have no 
measurable e� ect.

We are already witnessing the 
damaging impact on a struggling 
economy of short-sighted political 
decisions that deny access to 
natural gas with little thought given 
to the establishment of viable 
alternatives. The result, stockpiling 
imported coal to mitigate shortfalls 
in electricity generation and the 
undermining of industries reliant on 
reliable, economic energy supplies. 
Add to these, the folly of planting 
productive farmland in pine trees.

All of these are factors that have a 
negative e� ect on the economy. If 
we are to build the infrastructure we 
need, including e� ective defences 
against storm damage, we need an 
economy that plays to our strengths 

and supports the industries that 
add to our economic performance. 
Without meaningless impediments.

George Williams
WHANGAMAT �

DOC poisons indiscriminate 
The department of conservation 
(DOC) has ordered up another 
drop of 1080 over the Otahu area 
south west of Whangamat� and 
their national poison programme 
manager, Peter Morton, has stated 
1080 bait is being spread for 
possum and predator control this 
month.

The poison itself does not have the 
ability to distinguish which creature 
is and which creature isn’t a 'pest' 
and so every creature living under 
a 1080 drop gets a killer dose of 
poison. 

Stoats, weasels and ferrets are 
carnivores. EPRO is spreading 
a grain-based bait which is only 
attractive to herbivores.

A herbal bait to kill a carnivore 
relies on a mountain of poisoned 
herbivores before any carnivores are 
'controlled'.

There are many such weaknesses 
in DOC's rationale for spreading 
this highly toxic poison in such a 
widespread manner. 

Should these weaknesses be 
thoroughly explored the entire wild 
animal poisoning industry would 

have to be closed down.

In order to keep the poisoning 
going the government has funded 
an army of 'scientists' to come 
up with research results to show 
the positives of 1080. Here’s one 
example:

In 2017 DOC monitored possum 
numbers before a 1080 drop in � ve 
areas of the Papakai forest. Two of 
the areas had no possums in them 
at all. The possum numbers found in 
the other three areas were totalled 
up and averaged out among all � ve 
monitored areas. It came to 6.96%. 

The poison was dropped over 
the previously possum-free areas 
where post-drop monitoring again 
produced no possums at all. DOC’s 
publicity portfolio shows the � gure 
of 6.96% taken before the drop was 
brought down to zero percent after 
the poisoning.

"What more proof could you have of 
the bene� cial e� ect of 1080?"

DOC sta�  must wonder just how 
much evidence does it take to 
convince those anti-1080’ers! 

With this kind of 'science' behind 
him Peter Morton con� dently claims: 
“We’ve demonstrated how 1080 
can keep possums to a low level in 
southern Coromandel”. 

But Morton does not mention all the 
other wild species whose numbers 
are also kept to a low level by his 
perpetual poisoning. Most other 
species ingest a lot more 1080 than 

the possums.

The poison scientists came up 
with a chart: First these scientists 
measured how much 1080 each 
di� erent animal could take before it 
killed them. They tested cats, pigs, 
rats, sheep, cows, you name it – 
even possums – and observed how 
quickly each animal succumbed to 
1080. 

The research reports reveal the 
range of physical death throes each 
animal went through before death 
� nally brought release. The quickest 
to die were put at the top of the list, 
the most ‘resistant’ to 1080 were at 
the bottom. The possum appeared 
at the half-way mark on the chart 
which meant that half the species 
tested were more vulnerable to 1080 
poison than the possum. One bait 
can kill a possum. That same bait 
can kill 12 dogs. 

On each hectare of the forest DOC 
spreads enough 1080 poison to 
kill 120 possums or 1500 dogs. The 
dogs aren’t there so there’s plenty 
of poison left over on every hectare 
for all the other creatures of the 
air, earth and water who live in or 
downstream from the poisoned 
forest. 

All of them are being kept to 
low levels by regular drops of 
1080 which Morton tells us is 
'improving the ecosystem health in 
Coromandel'.

John Veysey
COROMANDEL
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