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We’re making changes to the 
driver’s licensing system which 
will make it easier and cheaper for 
young New Zealanders to get their 
licenses, while also keeping road 
safety at the forefront.

There is an extension to the learner 
license from six months to twelve 
months, giving inexperienced 
drivers more time for supervised 
driving practice. This time can be 
reduced back to six months if the 
driver completes a specifi ed number 
of practice hours or an approved 
driving course.

The big change is the removal of 
the second practical test which will 
mean when a driver has completed 
their restricted licence period, 
they will be able to apply for their 
full licence without needing to sit 
another test.

This change, along with adjustments 
to learner licenses and eyesight 
checks, will reduce the total cost 

of getting a Class 1 car license from 
$362.50 to $282.50 under the new 
system. That’s a saving of $80 and 
an easier pathway to independence 
for young New Zealanders.

All drivers will move on to the new 
system on 25 January 2027. This 
means people currently on their 
restricted licence can get their full 
licence without having to sit a test, 
if they have held their restricted for 
the minimum time and haven’t had it 
extended by demerit points.

Getting a driver’s license is a key 
milestone for most New Zealanders, 
and many of us still remember that 
feeling of freedom that being a 
licensed driver gave us. Making it 
simpler for young New Zealanders 
to get a driver’s license is a practical 
change which shows that we’re 
committed to fi xing the basics and 
building the future of this country.

– Authorised by Scott Simpson MP, 
614 Pollen St, Thames

Changes coming to drivers 
licenses in 2027

Four years and war still 
raging in Ukraine

Russia’s full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine has now been raging for 
four years – and despite repeated 
attempts at peace talks brokered 
by the US, there appears to be no 
end in sight.

As the war marks the grim 
anniversary milestone on Tuesday, 
the bloody war of attrition 
continues, having claimed the lives 
of more than 15,000 Ukrainian 
civilians.

In the last year, Moscow has 
ramped up its use of drones 
by 200 per cent, regularly 
launching hundreds of strikes from 
unmanned aircraft.

Vladimir Putin’s forces have also 
increasingly targeted Ukraine’s 

energy infrastructure, leaving 
millions without power or heat as 
they face their coldest winter in 
years, with temperatures as low as 
-26oC.

On the political stage, Ukrainian 
president Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
has been forced to fi ght a battle 
on two fronts – trying to keep 
a volatile US president onside 
while also pushing back against 
Moscow’s uncompromising 
territorial demands during fruitless 
peace talks.

Funding the war has also become 
a growing problem for Mr 
Zelenskyy, with the US cutting its 
aid by 99 per cent since Mr Trump 
returned to o�  ce in 2025.

Photo from Freepix
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Full Mechanical Repairs, Lubrications and 
Services, WOFs, Tyres, Tune ups, Batteries, 
Wheel alignments, Diagnostics.
Scan Tool.
AA Breakdown services
First Assistance Breakdown services

P. 07 865 9435 • 201 Aickin Road, Whangamata
M. 027 608 5770 • E. wgmsc@xtra.co.nz

0800 493 768
www.hydrovac.co.nz

SOLVE YOUR WASTEWATER WOES!
Our friendly and professional wastewater 
team can help you with:

• Wastewater treatment system services
• Irrigation fi eld remediation

CALL US TO SEE WHEN WE ARE NEXT IN YOUR AREA.

BooFBOLAND 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

P O Box 410, Whangamata 3643 
M: 0274 367 254 

E: jenboof@outlook.com 

Kids Helmets

Just a little reminder to parents to 
encourage your young ones to wear 
helmets while they’re on their bikes. 
Some of the bikes (e-bikes) now 
are getting fast. It is likely they are 
at a level where they a NZ Drivers 
licence is required, but that is a topic 
for another day. First and foremost, 
safety! With some horrific injuries 
observed overseas, we don’t want 
that repeated here.

Two People Arrested

A 38-year-old Whangamatā 
male was arrested last week and 
appeared in the Waihī District 
Court, charged with wilful damage 
and breaching a Court order. He 
will appear at a later date for 
sentencing.

The week prior, a similar aged 
Whangamatā male was arrested for 
breach of bail conditions and wilful 
damage. He will also appear at a 
later date in the Waihī District Court.

Scams

Scams still seem to be coming 
think and fast. They are mostly via 
phone call saying your credit card or 
computer have been compromised. 
My instant advice is hang up straight 

away and don’t get sucked into their 
highly convincing conversation. 
Often the phone numbers appear as 
legitimate NZ phone numbers also.

Burglary

Still some insecure premises losing 
valuable items, lately from garages. 
Please lock up (properly) your 
belongings and don’ give these 
thieves’ a chance!

Speed Past School Bus

20km/h when passing a school bus 
loading or unloading children. Lets 
make an effort here please.

Crime Reporting

One last thing, Facebook is not 
a recognised crime reporting 
platform! For us to do something 
about something, we don’t go 
checking Facebook for reports. 111 
for urgent matters and 105 online 
or over the phone for non-urgent. 
You are also more than welcome to 
pop into the station Mon-Tue 10-3 or 
Thurs-Fri 10-3 (closed Wednesdays) 
to make a report.

Keep safe out there, drive sober.

– Sergeant Will Hamilton, Officer in 
Charge, Whangamata Police

Whangamata 
Police Report

Waihi Police Report
Here’s a quick update on what’s 
been happening in our patch — 
the important stuff, delivered with 
a small smile.

Speed Changes – A Gentle 
Reminder

You may have noticed new speed 
limits around Waihī and through 
the Karangahake Gorge. If you 
haven’t noticed… well, now’s a 
great time to start.

These changes are in place to 
help keep everyone safe, and we 
appreciate drivers taking that 
extra moment to adjust. The 
Gorge scenery is beautiful — and 
even better enjoyed at the correct 
speed.

Rise in Drug Use & 
Drug‑Related Offending

We’re still seeing an increase in 
drug‑related incidents. This isn’t a 
trend anyone wants to see here, 
and we encourage anyone who 
needs support to reach out.

Help is available through:

•	 Alcohol & Drug Helpline:  
0800 787 797

•	 Are You OK: 0800 456 450
•	 Local medical and community 

services

If something doesn’t look right, 
trust your instincts and let us 

know. It truly helps.

Vehicle Crime – Let’s Not 
Make It Easy

There has been an increase in 
thefts from vehicles. Offenders are 
mainly after easy opportunities — 
so the less temptation left on the 
seat, the better.

Please remember to:

•	 Keep valuables out of sight
•	 Lock your vehicle, even for a 

short stop
•	 Report suspicious behaviour 

(the “that looks odd” moments 
often matter)

Turns out thieves don’t have 
superpowers — they just like 
unlocked cars.

Thank You, Waihi Community

A sincere thank you to everyone 
who has contacted Police with 
information recently. Your 
observations, phone calls, and 
willingness to speak up are making 
a real difference.

We can’t be everywhere at once 
— but with a community like ours, 
we’re a whole lot closer.

– Rachel Gillingham, Community 
Constable, Waihī / Waikato East
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WWW.OCEANSPORTS.CO.NZP. 07 865 8704 END OF PORT RD
AT WHARF

STRIPED MARLIN
Tagged & released 24/2/26
Grid: Heavy Metal Haulage
Angler: Ethan Jones
Weight: Approx 100kg
Tackle: 37kg
Boat: Te Ra
Skipper: Chris Jones

Scot ty 
Stone
Playing March 
15th 3pm-6pm
LIVE MUSIC 
every 2 weeks 
a different 
entertainer

Grid: Heavy Metal Haulage

Catches of note! Sunday Sessions

KINGFISH
Melissa Bishop Slaying x2 Kingfi sh
Grid: Kilwell Rotorua
Angler: Melissa Bishop
Weight: 8.72kg & 7.18kg
Tackle: 8kg
Boat: Next Contestant
Skipper: Jamie Douglas

SNAPPER 
Grid: Heavy Metal Haulage
Angler: Judah Duncanson
Weight: 7.86kg
Tackle: 15kg
Boat: Te Ra
Skipper: Chris Jones

entertainerentertainerentertainerentertainerentertainerentertainerentertainer

@whangamataoceansportsclub

Thank you for joining us at our 
recent Business After 5 — it was a 
wonderful evening.

Chair Patrick Kerr shared updates 
on several exciting initiatives, 
including a proposed landscape 
and signage plan for Port Road, 
gateway signage improvements 
north and south entrances and on 
SH25A, and upcoming events such 
as Beach Hop and Nostalgia Fair. 
We were also pleased to welcome 
Community Board Chair Mark 
Drury to the evening.

Harbour Care updated us on their 
pest control and bird monitoring 
work, with encouraging progress 
on self-resetting trap technology 
and a growing focus on 
biodiversity outcomes. The Lions 
Club also shared their fundraising 
activities and an exciting concept 
for a community Fun Ride.

Our guest speaker Ian Holyoake 
led a thought-provoking Q&A on 
stormwater, flooding, and harbour 
sediment. Using aerial mapping 
and locally collected samples, the 
discussion explored how short-
term storm events and long-term 
sediment build-up are affecting 
tidal flushing, estuary ecology, 
and surf conditions. Flood risk 
modelling, LIM classifications, 
and the importance of long-term 

master planning — particularly 
ahead of the 2031 discharge 
consent renewal — were all 
discussed.

There was strong consensus that 
these are cumulative, long-term 
processes — and that transparent, 
structured planning is essential 
to protect Whangamatā’s 
environment and community 
wellbeing.

A special thank you to our host 
Norman Richards, owner of 
Beds*R*Us, for his fascinating 
demonstration of new pillow 
technology and for generously 
supplying an excellent spread of 
food and drinks on the evening.

Thank you again for your 
engagement and enthusiasm. We 
look forward to continuing these 
conversations with you.

Our Next BA5

Join us on Tuesday, 10 March 
at Smash Pipi. Our guest 
speaker, Denis Beaver, will be 
updating us on two of March’s 
most anticipated events — the 
KickDown Festival on March 20-
22 and Repco Beach Hop March 
25-29. We hope to see you there!

– The Enterprise Whangamatā team  
“Connecting business,  

community & place”

Community, harbour & what 
comes next — your BA5 update

Whangamatā Harcourts 
celebrated their 10th birthday at 
their offices last Friday night. A 
wonderful evening with locals and 
splendid refreshments for all in 
attendance.

Welcomed by Bas Lennan, 
Manager of the Paradise Coast 
Realty Group office for the last 
year. He told the crowd “I love it 
here in Whangamatā, its a lot like 
old school New Zealand, that we 
will never get back. Celebrating the 
brand for 10 years in Whangamatā 
is a massive achievement, when 
you think of where the economy 
has been, businesses that come 
and go, the driving forces here and 
those also those from the Hamilton 
group”.

Bas expressed deep gratitude to 
Alyce Rowe - Pauanui branch and 
Business Owner, Whangamatā 
locals, Hayley Hayward and Chris 
Brown, recognising their presence 
in our townships, and for all 
excelling in their roles.

Harcourts Central Regional 
Manager Chris Brierly said “at 
Harcourts we have four values, 
and they are: ‘people first’, ‘do the 
right thing’, ‘be courageous’ and 
‘fun and laughter’.” He finds these 
qualities really shine through at 
the Whangamatā office, “I’m really 
excited to see what happens in the 
next 10 years here, well done team 
and keep up what you are doing.”

– Jennie Black

Celebrating 10 years of 
the brand



Whangamat� & Waihi NEWS  -  ISSUE 161: 6 MARCH, 2026        5

Mike Williams, Manager of the 
Whangamata Club presented 
an incredible $5000 cheque to 
the ECST “I can’t think of a more 
worthy group to award this to, 
we aim always to give a lot to 
the community, and thank the 
Community Services Trust for all 
that they do.”

Jess Morrison, General Manager 
from the Eastern Coromandel 
Community Services Trust told us

“We are incredibly appreciative of 
the Whangamata Club’s generous 
grant and for their investment into 
the wellbeing of Whangamat�.

“This helps us meet growing 
demand, continue o�ering 
practical help where it is needed 
most, and maintain the services 
that many in our community 
depend on.

“We are grateful to the 
Whangamata Club for recognising 
the value of this work and 
choosing to champion it. 
Community backing allows us to 
continue making a positive impact, 
and we are proud to be part of 
such a caring and engaged town. 
On behalf of our team and the 
many people we serve, thank you!”

– Jennie Black

WWW.WHANGAMATACLUB.CO.NZFACEBOOK.COM/THEWHANGACLUB404 PORT ROAD P. 07 865 8705
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From 5pm daily

Thank you Whanga ClubRepco Beach Hop 2026 
magazine has arrived! 
As the publisher of the infamous 
Repco Beach Hop programme, 
my small team of three, at 
Whangamat� News takes great 
pride in producing a whopping 
14,000 magazines (seven pallets)! 

The revenue earned from magazine 
sales give back to our community 
and emergency services every year. 

With the incredible Beach Hop crew 
getting 1,500 entrant packs out last 
week, it’s all coming to fruition. 

We would like to thank all our 
advertisers, especially the local 
businesses that supported the 
publication, without you supporting 
this event, that supports your 
business, it would not go to press. 

Programmes are available from 
over 25 outlets in Whangamat�: 
New World, all dairies, Info Centre, 
Pharmacies, Whangamata Club, 
RSA, Challenge Fuel, and more. In 
Waihi: The Underground Market, 
Waihi Paper Plus and the Waihi 
Information Centre. 

The programme is only $5 and 
is the only way to win the 1967 
Ford Mustang Convertible and the 
Harley-Davidson motorbike or the 
cash prize of $10,000. 

It is a cash payment system please.

– Jennie Black
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