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Whangamata businesses 
perform well
So, as business owners and 
residents of Whangamatā and 
as the summer draws to a close, 
it's rewarding to have become 
reacquainted with those who 
we have come to know over the 
years as friends and the meeting 
of new visitors, holidaymakers 
and adventure travellers to our 
region. 

A special thanks must go to 
Whangamatā & Waihi News for 
a professional and informative 
publication, though topical at 
times, presents a well-balanced 
presentation. Please don't 
go down the path of another 
unfortunate publication (in 
our location) and try to be 
sensational by publishing 
negative unfounded articles that 

smack in the face of those hard 
working business owners, sta�  
and the community. 

The business section of 
Whangamatā has performed 
exceptionally well over the 
summer period and is not on its 
knees and defi nitely not, with all 
and sundry, hanging out the FOR 
SALE signs! 

The Whangamatā business 
sector is supportive, hard-
working and vibrant otherwise 
the town wouldn't have one 
as support would not be 
cornerstoned by the locals and 
tourists alike.

We truly do live in a paradise, 

Chris Coombe

We welcome your letters!  Email to: whangamatanews@gmail.com

Political agenda costs
Recent election outcomes in 
the US and in Europe have 
refl ected that the of cost of 
living now outweighs other 
political priorities in the minds 
of voters. Governments focusing 
their energies on other priorities 
are facing increasing pressure 
from electors struggling to the 
meet growing demands on their 
weekly incomes.

Political agenda such as climate 
change and nett zero with 
high cost of compliance are an 
example of adding burden to 
economies and passing cost on 
to consumers and taxpayers.

And for what? High cost, yet 
ine� ectual measures that add 
expense to almost everything 
while having no measurable 
impact on climate.

Electricity generation is a prime 
example of self infl icted pain 

where much of the increase in 
paying your power bill is the 
endless pursuit of developing 
renewable, yet expensive 
and unreliable options. Over 
many years the US has made 
signifi cant emissions reductions 
by simply swapping coal fi red 
generation for natural gas. 
New Zealand had the same 
opportunity but political 
zealotry cancelled that option 
in favour of coal fi red back-up 
supply. Further, the coal we 
use is shipped to us across the 
Pacifi c while our own high grade 
coal remains in the ground. If 
someone else digs it up it must 
be okay?

Political agenda steeped in folly. 
And we all pay the price.

George Williams
WHANGAMATĀ

For the last 25 years, Beach Hop 
has been a huge part of the 
Whangamatā and Coromandel 
calendar, and it’s an iconic 
celebration of the very best of the 
50s, 60s and 70s.

25 years is a signifi cant milestone 
for any event and it speaks volumes 
that every year Beach Hop grows 
and showcases more of our 
Coromandel communities. Beach 
Hop receives huge support from the 
community and all those who enjoy 
some good-old-fashion fun.

Over the years Beach Hop has 
grown from a weekend event to 
a celebration that spans almost 
a fortnight. And like so many 
others, I get a kick out of seeing a 
steady stream of classic cars and 

motorbikes travelling through our 
beautiful Peninsula.

Noddy Watts and his team of 
energetic and dedicated volunteers 
make Beach Hop what it is. They 
work tirelessly behind the scenes; 
some of them you’ll never see. 
Without them, Beach Hop simply 
wouldn’t happen.

I can’t wait for the festivities to kick 
o�  because there’s nothing quite 
like Beach Hop on the Coromandel 
Peninsula.

Stay safe and enjoy this magnifi cent 
25th anniversary edition of Beach 
Hop.

– Authorised by Scott Simpson MP, 
614 Pollen St, Thames

Celebrating 25 years of 
Beach Hop

SERVICE CENTRE

a s s i s t a n c e

Full Mechanical Repairs, Lubrications and 
Services, WOFs, Tyres, Tune ups, Batteries, 
Wheel alignments, Diagnostics.
Scan Tool.
AA Breakdown services
First Assistance Breakdown services

P. 07 865 9435 • 201 Aickin Road, Whangamata
M. 027 608 5770 • E. wgmsc@xtra.co.nz
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From all of us here at the 
Whangamata Police Station and 
our colleagues joining us from far 
and wide for this week, welcome.

It’s a big year for Beach Hop and the 
town. Help us make it a memorable 
one for all the right reasons.

Always fi rst on the list is the liquor 
ban. It is 24/7 and covers the 
entirety of Whangamata township. It 
runs from 4pm Tuesday 25th March 
and does not end until Monday 31st 
of March at 4am. No alcohol at all in 
any public place with the exception 
of places that are allowed to sell 
or supply it. If you buy alcohol at 
the wholesale, it is wise to take it 
directly to where you are staying, 
taking your receipt with you as 
proof you have just bought it. $250 
is better o�  in your pocket and is 
no good to you if you have to pay a 
fi ne for not following the rules.

A decent number of vehicles have 
been stolen in the area over the last 
few months. As unusual as it is, it 
is a good reminder that you should 
not leave your keys or valuables 
(or credit/debit cards) inside your 
car. All the cars stolen were left 
unlocked and keys in them. The 
stolen credit cards used were left 
inside unlocked vehicles. While we 

have rounded up the o� enders 
for this spate who will be facing 
consequences, it’s a good time to 
break some of those bad habits like 
leaving keys in cars.

There are two ways to get hold of 
us. Facebook is not one of them. 
In an emergency call 111. If it is not 

urgent ie. historic theft or burglary, 
call 105. We have plenty of Police 
around to keep everyone safe.

If there is any time to wear a helmet 
on a bicycle it would be now. With 
lots of vehicles on the road there 
is a signifi cantly increased risk of 
coming o� . Accidents do happen.

Burnouts, don’t do it. It’s risky to all 
those around and causes damage 
to the road. If caught, cars will be 
impounded and a bill sent for road 
repairs. With the prevalence of 
CCTV on houses now, it doesn’t take 
long to fi nd out who’s been busy!

A few logging trucks have found 
themselves missing a few logs on 
our roads recently. The latest one 
on the bypass road. Action has 
been taken in this space with the 
drivers and companies involved. 
More so,  I would like to thank Lance 
from Hauraki Logging for sending 
a crew from 30 minutes away to 
help trapped residents get out of 
their properties. Even though the 
logs did not come from their site. 
Also a thank you to Bruce from 
EPL Construction for o� ering their 
services also. I love this community, 
a phone call or two and someone is 
always willing to help. Great stu� !

There has been a light-fi ngered 
visitor to boats moored in the 
harbour in the last week with a fair 
few items going missing. Please 
keep your eyes peeled for activity 
on boats that seems unusual or 
vessels moving in unusual patterns. 
Photos as clear as possible are a 
great help.

Most of all, have fun and keep safe. 
Look after your family and friends.

Sergeant Will Hamilton, O�  cer in 
Charge, Whangamata Police

Police Report

Table Table TalkTalk

652 Port Rd – in the heart of Whangamata. Phone 07 865 7514.

New sorbet 
colours - just right 

for Beach Hop!

Quality labelled pre-loved, new & 
near-new clothing, shoes & handbags

AFFORDABLE PRICES
$20 OFF all clothing �30 and over!

Open most days 10am to 3pm
Ph 0274 989 360 • Port Rd, Next to Whangamata Pharmacy

S A S K I A  &  C O

REPCO BEACH HOP 25REPCO BEACH HOP 25
HAIR STYLINGHAIR STYLING

701 PORT ROAD WHANGAMATA
07 865 8872

Hairups
$50



4        Whangamatā & Waihi NEWS  -  ISSUE 138: 21 MARCH, 2025

Our local Whangamatā Police 
Sergeant, Will Hamilton, was 
recently diagnosed with Multiple 
Myeloma (blood cancer) after a 
routine check up revealed abnormal 
blood results. He is undergoing 
chemotherapy treatment, which 
includes an oral medication called 
Lenalidomide. Unfortunately the 
Lenalidomide has now only a 
residual e� ect and he has relapsed. 

Will is making frequent trips to 
Tauranga and Hamilton to see 
specialists there and receive 
treatment. This also necessitates 
him taking time o�  work in order 
to make this happen. The problem 
he has now, is that very shortly 
Will requires a medication called 
Daratumumab. The treatment for 12 
months has come to a grand total 
of $156,000. Just for one year!! 
Daratumumab is not funded by 
Pharmac and does not look like it 
will be funded by Pharmac in the 
near future.

Patrick Kerr, Enterprise Business 
Association Chair, commented "our 
hard-working team at Enterprise 
Whangamata manned the 
'Lemonade for Will' stall at Summer 
Bar earlier last month, bringing in 
nearly $10,000!

I want to o� er special thanks to 
our local businesses Whangamata 
Foodmarket, Challenge Fuel, New 
World, Hosanna Honey and WGM 
Party Hire who supplied goods and 
services making it all possible." We 

look forward to being back again 
over the Repco Beach Hop week 
to give Will Hamilton and his family 
even further support!

You will fi nd the 'Lemonade For 
Will' stand in the centre of Port 
Road at The Summer Bar - please 
give generously !

Will and his young family would 
like to pass their sincere thanks to 

everyone who has helped so far. 
Every dollar counts and surviving 
longer to be around for his family is 
now becoming a very real reality he 
says.

Currently on the 
Givealittle page Will 
is at $120,802 of the 
$300,000 goal.

– Jennie Black, Editor

Use the QR code or this 
fundraising bank account:

Mr WK Hamilton & Miss AM Baker
06-0457-0769055-51

Please put your name to it so he 
can thank you personally, 
or go to the Givealittle page.

Will you help?
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Port Rd, next to Chill Café. Open 10-3 – Phone 021 888 420
228 Main Rd, Tairua.

‘Marilyn’ 
Rabbitwoman

Solid Bronze 
Sculpture

By Gillie & Marc

Vote Now  
TOP SHOP 

21
CARAVAN FOR SALE

Jayco 28 Foot 2002

Need room for family this summer? 
Holiday workers need accommodation? 

AFFORDABLE TINY HOME!
Totally renovated, new carpet, vinyls, repainted interior, shower, 

toilet, double bed, oven, microwave, it really is chic! All the extras! 
New 5-Year Electrical Warrant.

PRICE REDUCED! Contact 021 0232 1661

The PUMICE PATCH PORT ROAD  
Beside Bartley Graphics

We have in store now...
• Rock ‘n’ roll dresses
• Beach Hop dresses

• Kids dresses
• Petticoats, cardigans
• Stretch belts & retro 

handbags
Lots of choice,  

colours and sizes

Beach Hop 
Ladies!

Beach Hop Central Hours
Beach Hop Central is located at 
the Whangamata Club and is the 
only place in town where you can 
get all your Repco Bach Hop 25 
memorabilia, t-shirts, caps posters 
and more. The shop hours are: 
Tuesday 25 March 10am - 6pm, 
Wednesday 26 to Friday 28 March 
8am - 6pm 
Saturday 29 March 8am - 4pm and 
Sunday 30 March 9am - 12 noon.

HAIR!
Wednesday 26 March at the 
MAINSTREAM Fan Zone in Port 
Road next to the mini golf, 8pm. 
$5 entry but includes a Festival 
Programme. $500 for the Best Kids 
Mullet, $500 for the Best Adult 
Mullet, $500 for the Best Beard. 
$500 for the Best Mustache, $500 
for the Joke - plus other spot prizes. 
Hosted by comedian Brendhan 
Lovegrove and entertainment by 
Ricki Wood from Australia.

Charity Auctions
Sunday 30 March at Williamson 
Park from noon: 
1. A prize package for Will Hamilton 
including a Repco Beach Hop 25 
banner, Warriors VIP package 
including XZY supplied by Sunday 
Drive plus more to be announced on 
the day.

2. A work of wall art made & 
donated by Britten SuperBike rider 
Stephen Briggs made of broken 

genuine Britton motorcycle engine 
parts.
3. Chevy Corner banner
4. Complete set of Beach Hop Crew 
shirts

Special Guest Appearances

During the Festival we are hoping 
to see guest appearances by Kiwi 
V8 Supercar legend Greg "Murph" 
Murphy driving is stunning USA 
built Dodge Charger which was on 
display at the SEMA Show in Las 
Vegas a couple of years ago and 
hasn't really been seen driving to 
much on New Zealand roads since it 
arrived in the country. Greg will be 

filming Repco Beach Hop 25 for the 
TV show Repco Sky Speed with co-
host Stephen McIvor here as well.

Keep an eye out for the factory 
Britten race super bike being ridden 
in the Meguair's Grand Parade on 
Saturday 29 March at 10:15am. This 
is a very rare occasion and special 
opportunity to see and hear at 
Britten motorcycle. And the team 
are also planning to start it up at 
2pm in Post Road near the Mini Golf.

1966 Ford Mustang and 2025  
Harley-Davidson Prize Vehicles

The Repco Beach Hop official 
magazine is the only way to win 

the BIG prizes, plus maybe a 
surprise prize as well. Buy a Festival 
Programme, correctly complete the 
enclosed entry form from the centre 
pages and place into one of the bins 
around town before 4pm and be 
at the draw just after 5pm. It's that 
simple!

Retro Caravan Light Show - 
Whangamata Area School

Friday 28 March from 8pm - this is a 
magical experience as over 100 retro 
caravans light up the night with fairy 
lights, neon lights and LEDs. Live 
music as well.

Jet Car Dragsters

Thanks to CMP Construction we 
have not one, but TWO jet cars at 
Repco Beach Hop 25. They will be 
"lighting the candles" at Williamson 
Park on Friday night at 8pm at 
Williamson Park and this is the first 
time two jet cars have done a night 
show in New Zealand. It is VERY 
noisy so ear plugs are a good idea 
or hands over your ears to protect 
your hearing. They will also start up 
near the wharf on Saturday at 1pm.

Be safe, enjoy the 25th Anniversary 
of the biggest Rock n Roll festival, 
support our Sponsors and our 
retailers and make the best 
memories.

- Noddy Watts, photos by  
Mark James, Whangamatā News

Key updates for Repco Beach Hop

1966 Silver Mustang, the major prize for 2025 Hop.
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The Waikino Hotel, commonly known as 
the "Kino" is always  a favourite stop for 
Beach Hoppers and all the vehicles that 
come every year to the Hop.

Experience the old fashioned hospitality, 
in a spot as old as the hills, nestled in the 
wild Karangahake Gorge and a favourite 
stop for locals and weary travellers.

If you didn't know it, Wayne Chowles, 
and his infamous Kaimai Distillery make 
an Apple Pie Moonshine especially for 
Beach Hop every year. 

It is mighty fine and a must have, when 
calling in for their five day american 
menu. Jan Mercer, Business Manager 
of the Kino told us " this year we will 
have Panhead lager on tap, our classic 
American car posters in all sizes and 
all our patrons will enjoy Hot Dogs, 
southern fried chicken, philly cheese 
steak, apple pie and icecream and more 
on our extensive menu".

Wayne also makes a range of Eliza Claim 
Gins, using pure artisan spring water and 
botanicals complemented with organic 
rosemary and manuka honey

Jan is also offering a great price , a 
bottle of the  infamous Apple Pie 
Moonshine and a $50 Venue voucher 
at the Kino, if you take a photo of your 
Beach Hop vehicle outside the pub and 
upload it to the Waikino Hotel Facebook.

Stop at the Waikino Hotel, it's our local 
and it should be yours!

– Jennie Black

Apple Pie Moonshine – just for The Hop
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