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Rally for Matthew's recovery

Matthew Liddle is the son-in-law
of Whangamata locals Karyn and
Chris Jones of Te-Ra Charters.
Their daughter Danielle said “the
damage has already happened and
the damage is done and they don’t
know how much it’s going to be or
if he is going to wake up”.

His January 26th aneurysm,
bleeding to the back of the brain,
rapidly due to blood thinners

he took for his underlying heart
condition, so because of his heart
problems he was unable to get
medical or life insurance. Their
sole income would be Danielle’s
phlebotomist wages indefinitely, the
selling of their Te Aroha home is a
very real possibility.

Matt was born with congenital
heart defects, he has had several
open heart surgeries. The last one
involved a mechanical heart valve.
This requires lifelong blood-thinning
medication and monitoring.

Despite this, he has always been
committed to helping others. He
works as an ambulance officer and
has been studying paramedicine,
with this year being his final year
toward becoming a qualified
paramedic. He is involved in

his community. He is a devoted
husband and father, who loves his
baby and family deeply.

He is now in ICU, critically unwell.
At this stage, he is unable to work,
and his recovery is uncertain. Brain
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injuries are unpredictable, and there
is no certainty.

The family lives an hour away from
the hospital and has a baby to care
for. Alongside the emotional toll,
they face financial pressure, loss

of income, travel costs, time off
work, and the unknown needs that
may come with rehabilitation and
recovery.

This Givealittle has been set up
to help the family during this
challenging time, to cover living
expenses, travel to and from the
hospital, childcare needs, and any
support his recovery may require.

Anyone able to donate or share
the Give A Little page - Matthews
Broken Heart - is deeply
appreciated. Even messages of
kindness and support mean the
world.

- Danielle Liddle

Communities recovering
from severe weather

Like much of the North Island,
the Coromandel and Hauraki
regions were battered by a severe
weather event which left a trail

of devastation in many of our
communities.

We are no strangers to these
types of events, but that doesn’t
make it any easier for people who
have had their property damaged
nor lessened concerns about the
fragility of the roading network.

| want to acknowledge everyone
who has doing their bit to keep
our communities safe and
informed during some particularly
trying times. The first responders,
emergency management teams,
and contractors who were working
during the heaviest periods of the
weather event deserve a massive
nod of appreciation, as does

the general public who followed
official guidance, kept themselves
safe and checked on their
neighbours.

Now our attention turns to
recovery and getting everyone
back on their feet and restoring
our region’s access points.

The Government has announced

a range of support packages,
including activating the Temporary
Accommodation Service, providing
additional funding for Mayoral
Relief Funds, and reimbursing

marae that provided shelter, food
and care to people in need.

There is also existing funding
across government departments
which will assist in the recovery,
such as NZTA which has over
$700 million allocated for
emergency work on local roads
and state highways for the 2024-
2027 period.

As | write this column, NZTA have
advised that all sections of SH25
are open, but some parts are down
to one lane. Further clean-up and
stabilisation work is required to
reopen these areas to two lanes.

- Authorised by Scott Simpson MP,
614 Pollen St, Thames

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

Contact me anytime

0800 550 330 - scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
@ scottsimpsonmp

National

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.
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\Waihi Police
Report

Police have noticed a huge increase in
counterfeit notes being used at local shops
around town. If a note looks a bit dodgy,
feels off, or just doesn’t seem right, please
double-check it and let Police know.

With the recent weather events, we’'d like to
say a big thank you for your patience. This

is also a good reminder to check on your
neighbours, make sure everyone’s doing okay,
and ensure you have emergency supplies on
hand in case they're needed. If the events
have been a bit much and you need to talk
to someone about what’s happened, support
is available — whether that’s a counsellor,
community service, or local support
organisation. Please reach out if you need to.

A heads-up for drivers — Karangahake Gorge
is currently down to one lane. Please take it
easy, be patient, and show a bit of courtesy to
others on the road. No one wins by rushing.

We'd also like to remind everyone to look out
for your whanau and neighbours, especially
when it comes to family harm. If you're
concerned about someone’s safety, call 111
straight away. Help is also available through
Police, local resource centres, and community
support services for anyone who needs a
hand.

Thanks for doing your bit to keep our
community safe. Take care and look after
each other.

- Rachel Gillingham, A/Sergeant,
OC Station, Paeroa
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What a whirlwind few weeks
we have had. Record volumes
of rain, major slips and isolated
towns. This is certainly not the
first time and if | was a betting
man | would say it is not the
last. It is a good reminder

that these events can happen
at short (just a few days)
notice. It is important to plan
and have a small amount of
supplies to get you and your
family through.

Unfortunately, events like we
have had also bring out the
worst in some people. It is not
one person, or even a group

of peoples’ fault that slips
happen and we end up isolated.
Venting frustration at someone
or even online is not going to
fix it any sooner than it would
have before. Take the time to
turn it into an adventure. Let
the experts and contractors do
their thing as quickly and as
safely as they can. Only seek
reliable sources of information
and most of all, just be kind

to each other. After all, what
an excuse right... Telling your
boss you can’t come to work
because you are stuck in
Whangamata!

“SUPER SHOPPES

NZ's PREMIUM AUTOMOTIVE CENTRES

Whangamata
SERVIGE/CENTRE

Full Mechanical Repairs, Lubrications and

Services, WOFs, , Tune ups,
Wheel alignments, Diagnostics.

Scan Tool.

AA Breakdown services

First Assistance Breakdown services

P. 07 865 9435 - 201 Aickin Road, Whangamata
M. 027 608 5770 - E. wgmsc@xtra.co.nz
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\Whangamata Police Report

This weekend is going to be

a busy one. | have invited my
friends to town from what you
may affectionately know as
the Booze Bus. We call them
IPT (Impairment Prevention
Team). They are very good at
what they do. If they do not get
any drink drivers, then you are
doing your job right in driving
sober or not driving if you are
impaired.

We have some good
information still coming into
us via Crimestoppers lately.
We do ask that people take
notice around the wharf and
Beach Road carpark areas for
people who frequent at odd
times or with different people
often in those places. Vehicle
regos and names of people is
better. Passing this information
direct to us at the station is the
best way. This helps us build

~—— ™
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our already great picture of
who what and where that we
have. Your piece of information
could be the last we need to
get more drugs off the streets
either here or elsewhere around
our district.

Scams and more scams. The
odd person still falling for the
phone and internet scams
lately. Just remember, no one
is going to call saying you have
internet or computer security
issues. Worse yet, pretending
to be a bank saying your credit
card has been compromised. If
this happens, hang up and call
the Bank or whichever it may
be, directly back on their NZ
contact number to verify. Don’t
lose your life savings or even

a single dollar to these people
and groups.

Social Media pages. With a
number of local pages going
on sometimes it is hard to keep
up. Just a reminder team that
these are a vital tool for some
to communicate but at the end
of the day they are just pages.
In saying that, people do take
things said on those pages to
heart. Be kind, be nice and be
as though you would be in a
face to face conversation.

Keep safe, drive sober.

- Sergeant Will Hamilton,
Officer in Charge,
Whangamata Police

Saturday 21st February 2026

12-4pm

Back by popular request, don’t miss out this year, this is
your excuse to take a pause from your busy lives, invite
your friends, with an opportunity to make new friends.

So simply gather your friends, put the date in
your diary and scan the QR code to register.

Location - well that is a well kept secret, until the day.

Numbers are strictly limited, $45 per person.
BYO picnic lunch and beverages.
Tables, chairs and umbrellas and live

CH

CRAFT HAUS

MAINLY CASUAL

LIFE'S TOO SHORT TO WEAR ﬂOIIKG CLOTHES

music are all provided.
Profits are supporting
Whangamata Harbour Care.

[ WeCae) | sponsoring Al fﬁ:':'
| best dressed bloke i %‘ )
sponsoring d
best dressed female sponsoring
best dressed table

TABLE TALK
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A celebration of art and community spirit

Success Against the
Storm

How a Local Art Event Thrived
Despite Terrible Weather, Thanks
to Community Spirit & Support

On January 25, 2026, as rain poured
relentlessly and fierce winds swept
through Whangamata, the outlook
for the 10th annual Harcourts Art
Challenge seemed bleak. Gray skies,
puddled streets and a gusty wind
might have discouraged even the
most passionate art lovers. Yet,
against all odds, the event not only
went ahead, it blossomed into one
of the most memorable displays of
community resilience and artistic
celebration.

The Challenge: Weathering the
Storm

Organizers woke up to weather
warnings and the threat of
cancellations that morning. Many
artists, some of whom were
travelling from neighbouring
towns, arrived with their canvases
and sculptures wrapped tightly in
plastic and tarps. The Whangamata
Memorial Hall was transformed

as volunteers worked tirelessly to
keep the show on track. Despite
the challenging conditions, only a
couple of artists withdrew due to
the road closures, a testament to
their dedication and belief in the
local community’s support. Artistic
Judge Ron Left pulled out all stops
to get into town by Saturday and
Michael Moynahan, judge of the
Creative Writing section was able
to Zoom In giving his precis at the
Awards evening. Thanks goes to
both the Judges and local BOOT IT
for coming to the rescue with the
technology we needed.

Community to the Rescue

As the first guests trickled in,
umbrellas in hand, it became

clear that the community was not
going to let the weather dampen
their spirits. Families, students,
international guests and seniors
alike donned raincoats, braving the

storm to appreciate the creativity
on display, turning what could have
been a soggy disaster into a cozy,
vibrant gathering.

The challenging weather conditions
seemed to amplify the event’s
energy. Artists who were present
for BADO adapted by showcasing
their work and encouraging
interaction from visitors. The Writers
Corner was a quiet nook to sit,

read and reflect on the 26 pieces
that had been submitted in that
category, proudly sponsored by the
Whangamata Club.

Raffles provided by Whangamata
New World and Liguorland were in
hot demand with two local residents
winning these huge gift baskets. Our
thanks to all who made this event
not only possible in challenging
conditions but another spectacular
success!

Reflections and Future Plans

As the last of the banners, balloons
and easels were packed away and
the rain finally eased, organizers
and attendees alike reflected on
the strength of their community.
“We were worried nobody would
show up, but instead, we saw the
immense spirit of our community
and visitors who had been stranded
by the storm getting here against
all odds” said Arts Collective
Chairperson, Heather Watt. “The
weather brought us closer everyone
supported one another, and the art
shone even brighter because of it.”

“This year’s event proved that with
determination, adaptability, and a
strong sense of community, even
the worst weather can’t stop the
celebration of art.”

Award winning artwork will
be on display in the Harcourts

Whangamata office and the
Creative Writing winning entries
can be viewed at the Whangamata
Club and in the Library. The 2026
Harcourts Art Challenge will be
remembered not for its storms,
but for the warmth, creativity,

and unity it inspired. In the heart
of Whangamata, art triumphed
over adversity, and the community
proved that together, they could
weather any storm.

Plans are already underway for next
Arts Collective event, the Easter
Arts Trail where artists collaborate
working together in hubs around the
town. Watch this space!

Prize Winners of the Harcourts Art
Challenge 2026

North

1st: Lena McKillop “True North on an
Eastern shore”

2nd: Jesse Macaw “The North Poll”

East

Ist: Maree Burt “Morning Light”
2nd: Mandy Henson “King of the
Eastern Seas”

South

1st: Kieran Taylor “South Pacific
Enchanted Lovers”

2nd: Daphne Inglis “Kiri South
Pacific Goddess”

West

Ist: Sue Jamieson “West Meets East”
2nd: Lena McKillop “With her back
to the West”

Supreme Award
Lena McKillop “True North on an
Eastern Shore”

Peoples Choice
Donna McDonald “Arctic Latte”

Youth

Ist: Sage Dunn

2nd: Kirsty Houghton
3rd: Jai Airey

Creative Writing Winners

1st: Pippa Airey - The Direction We
Carry

2nd: Caryl Cullen - The Surfer

- Clare Mewse for Whangamata
Arts Collective
Photos provided by Ann Costar
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Saturday 7 February 2026
" 441 Pukekaurl Road, Waihi

www.waterlily.co.nz/events



Thank you to our
community heroes

| would like to express our community’s heartfelt
gratitude to the local subcontractors and First
Responders who worked tirelessly to reopen roads both
north and south of Whangamata following the recent
weather event. Their sterling effort ensured our town
remained accessible—thank you from all of us.

Special recognition goes to the Whangamata Ramblers
for their beach clean-up yesterday. Organised by
convenor Kevin Daly, 24 volunteers (mostly Ramblers
members) collected an impressive 1380kg of waste
between the Wharf and Island View Reserve,
complementing Harbour Cares work at the southern end.

However, it's utterly disgraceful that TCDC, with its
substantial staff and resources, refused to waive dump
fees for volunteers cleaning up storm damage in their
own community. While ratepayers stepped up to do the
work Council should have prioritised, TCDC sat back
and charged the Ramblers $430.56 for the privilege of
doing their job for them. This is a poor show from an
organisation that should be supporting, not penalising,
community volunteers who tackle problems TCDC has
failed to address.

Enterprise Whangamata wishes to donate $200 towards
these fees in recognition of the Ramblers and Harbour
Care’s outstanding effort.

This operation wouldn't have been possible without
genuine community support: Challenge Service Station
and Bubba's Outdoor and Hire provided free trailers,

the Whangamata Surf Lifesaving Club lent their quad
vehicle, and Search and Rescue contributed a vehicle and
manpower.

Our community's response to adversity showcases
the best of Whangamata — people stepping up where
Council won't.

- Patrick Kerr, Chairman, Enterprise Whangamata
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One man. One epic mission.

One clear message to end bottom trawling.

Follow ultra-distance swimmer Jono
Ridler’s unprecedented staged swim
world record attempt from the very tip of
Aotearoa New Zealand - from Waikuku
Beach, North Cape down the entire east
coast of the North Island to Wellington.

Follow Jono and the crew behind him

as they take on long days in the water,
tough conditions, and life on the road, all
in support of a simple but urgent goal:
protecting the ocean.

Along the way, Jono will swim day and
night, stop in coastal communities, and carry
a call to decision-makers to end destructive
bottom trawling.

It’'s an epic ocean swim for a healthy ocean!

Jono Ridler is the legend who swam
99km, non-stop, no-wetsuit from Aotea
Great Barrier Island to Campbells Bay

on Auckland’s North Shore in 2023,
smashing the New Zealand record with his
Swim4TheGulf.

Now, Live Ocean and Jono Ridler have
teamed up again for Swim4TheOcean - an
even bigger and more ambitious record-
swim attempt. He got started on 5 January
2026.

It’s an endurance effort that aims to ignite
New Zealanders around the call for a healthy
ocean with a clear call to end bottom
trawling. During the Swim4TheOcean
journey Jono and the crew will be doing
seven flagship day stopovers along the way
in Bay of Islands, Goat Island, Auckland,
Whangamata, Mount Maunganui, Gisborne
and Napier.

Jono Ridler. Photo by Joshua McCormack

All up it'll likely take around three months.
Jono will have a core group of specialists
around him across on-water and shore-
based support. An amphibious StabiX boat,
and an IRB beside him. On shore, a camper
and caravan will be moving down the coast
with the mission.

At the time Whangamata News went to
print Jono was due in Whangamata on
Monday at 8.30pm.

Support Swim4TheOcean
www.swim4theocean.com
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Pepe Brldge and roadworks progress

Bridge plans coming together

Planning for construction of the
replacement Pepe Stream Bridge is
ramping up and we will be back in
Tairua for another public information
day on Thursday 26 February.

This will be at the community hall,
and people can call in any time
between 2pm and 6pm.

Subject to consents being granted
by the end of April, we expect to
bring the start of construction from
spring to July.

Fulton Hogan was awarded the
contract in November last year
and is working with WSP to nalise
consents and design so they can
start mid-year on the new 2-lane
bridge.

Building a new bridge in a tight
urban and coastal environment,
while maintaining access for vehicles
and walking and cycling will be
challenging. Fulton Hogan’s plans
and methodology will be a key part
of the information day.

First up is a temporary pedestrian
bridge will be built upstream of the
current vehicle bridge. Services will
be relocated on to this bridge, and
then the existing pedestrian bridge
will be removed.

Fulton Hogan will build one lane of
new bridge, and shared path, on the
east (seaward) side. Tra ¢ will then
be run over the new lane while the

-

An artist's impression of the new 2-lane bridge looking south from the town

centre.

old bridge is dismantled, creating
room to build the other half of the
new bridge and a footpath.

Key dates ahead this year:

¢ Public information day
26 February

¢ Consent conditions lodged by
end of February

« Consents granted by end of April

¢ Detailed design nalised by
end of June

« Early works (services etc)
May-July

» Construction scheduled to
start July

« Bridge completed by
December 2027

Community group being
set up

We want the community involved in
the bridge replacement project and

have invited key groups to the rst
Community Liaison Group (CLG)
meeting next month.

We think bringing together key
stakeholders and community
representatives for regular meetings
will enable us and our contractor
Fulton Hogan to update the people
on progress and allow for discussion
of any issues or concerns.

CLG attendees are expected to
report back to and bring forward
any queries or issues from their
memberships and communities.

We understand the level of interest
in this project and we will do our
best to keep people informed and
involved.

Another source will be these
newsletters. If your friends,
neighbours or family aren’t receiving

these, they can sign up at the
project website.

Works ahead on SH25 in
February

State Highway 25 tra c will be
detoured for 2 weeks in February
while a section of highway is rebuilt
at Mangatarata and repairs are
made to the Waitakaruru River
Bridge.

The work runs from Monday 9

February to Friday 20 February,
with the detour in place between
8am and 5pm Monday to Friday.

The detour involves SH2 and Pipiroa
Road and will add about 8 minutes
to travel times.

The road will reopen each evening
and on the weekend of 14-15
February with speed restrictions in
place.

Access for property owners
and emergency services will be
maintained at all times.

Contractors will be resurfacing a
1.7km section of highway east of
the SH2/25 roundabout, while also
undertaking work on the nearby
Waitakaruru River bridge.

For more information on

the SH25/SH25A Thames-
Coromandel project, contact us at
coromandelprojects@nzta.govt.nz

Visit our website nzta.govt.nz/
thames-coromandel
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Waihi Beach Community Centre Reserve
10am - 1pm
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Check our Facebook event page
for wet weather updates.

Help shape the future
of your town by trading
your ideas for free food
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