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Whangamatā News caught up 
with Soreya James, seeking more 
information on the Coromandel 
Yoga Festival, coming up in 
Whangamatā on 17 to 19 April at 
the Whangamata War Memorial 
Hall. Participants can enjoy  
beautiful Air BnB accommodation 
to stay whilst here, or the 
camping ground, this is more of 
an up market retreat-style festival, 
rather than a hippy-style festival.

The journey will take you through 
fi ve elements of yoga, dance, 
breath, mind medicine and 
meditation. 

Soreya told us “I've been teaching 
at festivals for 25 years, the 
majority are outdoor, and often 
after dancing all night, and with 
so much going on, your nervous 
system can feel a bit fried, so when 
I decided to create this, I wanted 
it to be more intimate, with an 
intention behind it, to take people 
on a journey, so when they come 
out on the Sunday afternoon, their 
nervous system is reset, they feel 
balanced with more harmony, had 
a purifi cation process, so we work 
with the elements of the body.”

There will be 18 teachers, they are 
hand picked from the Coromandel 
region only, and they are hoping 
to reach 200 participants, its the 
inaugural festival experience here.

They cater for everybody, 
beginners, intermediary, advanced 
and practitioners, disability access 
and chairs are available, for those 
not so mobile, all ages and all 
genders are welcome.

The Friday evening is an invitation 
to the weekend, a gentle 
welcoming.

A vegetarian, Indian style food is 
on o� er, good teas and co� ee. 

Tickets are just $197 for the whole 
weekend (excluding meals & 
accommodation), days start at 
8am and will carry on to Saturday 
to  9pm and to 6pm on Sunday, 
with 15 classes to choose from.

Special rates are on o� er for 
benefi ciaries, senior citizens and 
students for $127 per ticket.

The festival will be supporting the 
ECST here, with some proceeds 

and a donation from the festival 
and also Soreya has a  very strong 
focus on community mental health 
with advice on o� er. Don't miss 
out, book tickets now, enjoy a 
remarkable experience.

You can email Soreya on 
soreyajames@gmail.com. 
Use the QR Code below or go to 
events.humanitix.com/cyf

– Jennie Black

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

BooFBOLAND 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

P O Box 410, Whangamata 3643 
M: 0274 367 254 

E: jenboof@outlook.com 

A big focus for the Government 
over this term has been raising 
educational achievement and 
ensuring each child has the 
resources to reach their potential.

It’s a commitment that will open up 
more opportunities for young New 
Zealanders when they eventually 
join the workforce, as well as 
ensuring our communities can draw 
upon the skills needed to grow and 
prosper in the future.

With this in mind, I was thrilled to 
hear the Education Minister Erica 
Stanford announce that learning 
support initiatives are rolling out for 
the start of the school year.

Across New Zealand more than 
100,000 Year 1-8 students and their 
teachers will benefi t from Learning 
Support Coordinators to help 
students who need extra support. 
This initiative includes 16 schools 
in the Coromandel electorate, with 
half of these schools included in this 
year’s funding tranche and the other 
half receiving support over the next 
two years.

The services will help identify 
learning needs earlier, provide 
support to more students, and starts 
the rollout of hundreds of maths and 
literacy intervention teachers.

Last year the Government allocated 
$746.7 million to strengthen learning 

support through the Budget 
which was the largest boost in a 
generation. This initiative is part of 
this funding and is evidence that we 
are fi xing the basics and building the 
future.

We are also rolling out a nationally 
consistent approach to reporting 
student progress, with regular 
assessments and clearer more 
detailed reporting in reading, 
writing and maths for primary and 
intermediate students. This will help 
parents track their child’s progress 
and help them reach their full 
potential.

– Authorised by Scott Simpson MP, 
614 Pollen St, Thames

Learning support rolls out 
across the country

Inaugural Yoga Festival 
coming to Whangamata

Soreya James (above) and Jody 
Brown (below) have worked 
together to create a special 
harmony. Photos supplied.
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Do you recognise 
this person?

This person, plus one other, 
burgled the Whiritoa Store 
early hours of the morning on 
Saturday, 14 February. If you 
know of someone with clothing 
like this please inform the 
police.

Whangamatā Tides 2026Whangamatā Tides 2026

MARCH 2026   New Moon: 4th   Full Moon: 19th

Date High 
tide

Height
(m)

High 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Sun 
rise

Sun
set

AM PM AM PM
1 Sun 5:52 1.9 18:14 1.8 11:58 0.5
2 Mon 6:50 1.9 19:14 1.8 0:21 0.4 12:58 0.4 06:59 19:56
3 Tue 7:44 1.9 20:08 1.9 1:18 0.3 13:53 0.4 07:00 19:54
4 Wed 8:34 2.0 20:58 1.9 2:10 0.3 14:43 0.4 07:01 19:53
5 Thu 9:20 2.0 21:44 1.9 2:58 0.3 15:29 0.3 07:02 19:51
6 Fri 10:04 2.0 22:28 1.9 3:44 0.3 16:13 0.3 07:03 19:50
7 Sat 10:45 1.9 23:09 1.9 4:27 0.4 16:54 0.4 07:04 19:48
8 Sun 11:25 1.9 5:10 0.4 17:34 0.4 07:05 19:47
9 Mon 11:50 1.8 12:04 1.8 5:51 0.5 18:14 0.4 07:06 19:46
10 Tue 0:32 1.8 12:44 1.8 6:34 0.5 18:55 0.5 07:07 19:44
11 Wed 1:16 1.7 13:27 1.7 7:18 0.6 19:38 0.5 07:08 19:43
12 Thu 2:04 1.7 14:13 1.7 8:06 0.7 20:25 0.6 07:09 19:41
13 Fri 2:56 1.7 15:03 1.6 8:58 0.7 21:17 0.6 07:10 19:40
14 Sat 3:51 1.7 15:59 1.6 9:52 0.7 22:12 0.6 07:11 19:38
15 Sun 4:47 1.7 16:56 1.6 10:48 0.7 23:08 0.6 07:12 19:37
16 Mon 5:40 1.7 17:53 1.7 11:42 0.6 0.6 07:13 19:35
17 Tue 6:30 1.8 18:46 1.7 0:01 0.6 12:33 0.6 07:14 19:34
18 Wed 7:17 1.8 19:36 1.8 0:51 0.5 13:22 0.5 07:15 19:32
19 Thu 8:03 1.9 20:25 1.9 1:40 0.4 14:09 0.4 07:16 19:31
20 Fri 8:49 2.0 21:12 2.0 2:27 0.4 14:56 0.3 07:17 19:29
21 Sat 9:35 2.0 22:00 2.0 3:14 0.3 15:43 0.3 07:18 19:28
22 Sun 10:22 2.0 22:48 2.0 4:02 0.3 16:30 0.2 07:19 19:26
23 Mon 11:10 2.0 23:38 2.0 4:51 0.3 17:18 0.2 07:20 19:25
24 Tue 12:00 2.0 5:43 0.3 18:08 0.2 07:20 19:23
25 Wed 0:31 2.0 12:53 1.9 6:37 0.4 19:01 0.3 07:21 19:22
26 Thu 1:28 1.9 13:49 1.9 7:34 0.5 19:57 0.4 07:22 19:20
27 Fri 2:28 1.9 14:49 1.8 8:34 0.5 20:57 0.4 07:23 19:19
28 Sat 3:31 1.9 15:54 1.8 9:38 0.5 22:00 0.5 07:24 19:17

FEBRUARY 2026   New Moon: 18th   Full Moon: 2nd

Date High 
tide

Height
(m)

High 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Sun 
rise

Sun
set

AM PM AM PM
20 Fri 10:03 2.0 22:21 1.9 3:38 0.3 16:09 0.3 06:50 20:08
21 Sat 10:46 2.0 23:07 1.9 4:23 0.3 16:54 0.3 06:51 20:06
22 Sun 11:31 2.0 5:09 0.3 17:40 0.3 06:52 20:05
23 Mon 11:54 1.9 12:17 2.0 5:58 0.3 18:28 0.3 06:53 20:04
24 Tue 0:45 1.9 13:07 1.9 6:49 0.4 19:18 0.3 06:54 20:02
25 Wed 1:39 1.9 14:00 1.9 7:44 0.5 20:13 0.3 06:55 20:01

Assimilation versus 
tolerance
There are similar themes to the 
editorial (NZH 16/1/26) and the Dr 
Redding article (NZH 14/1/26). From 
the time when the fi rst ocean going 
waka arrived on our shores, our 
population has developed through 
migration. Our modern society 
today includes peoples from all 
parts of the world.

While various Iwi and Governments 
have sought to settle grievance 
claims, there are limits to completely 
righting all of the wrongs of the 
past. Many settlements have been 
accepted with grace by both parties 
while some individuals continue to 
harbour resentment and intolerance.

In many respects this represents 
aspects of our modern society with 
people like Brian Tamaki demanding 
that all immigrant groups assimilate 
into our ‘kiwi culture’ and shun 

all reference to their own familiar 
cultural norms. Just as Te Reo and 
Maori culture are being increasingly 
embraced, there is also much to be 
learned from the cultures of foreign 
shores.

The bullying tactics of Destiny 
followers are no less repugnant 
than the rhetoric that has lead to 
tragedies such as the shootings in 
Bondi and Christchurch.

Those who agitate for confl ict on 
racial, religious or tribal grounds 
would do well to refl ect on the 
fact that the majority of people 
in all societies want the best 
for their families and to be law 
abiding citizens regardless of their 
background.

To insist that your own view of the 
world is the only one that matters, 
indicates an arrogance that can only 
lead to division and confl ict.

George Williams
WHANGAMATA

We welcome your letters!  Email to: whangamatanews@gmail.com

Successful day!
St John Op Shop Whangamata 
would like to thank all who came 
and supported us at our open day 
on Saturday 7 February. It was fun 
and very successful in creating 
the awareness of what our shuttle 
service and ambulance o� er to our 
community.

The sales racks and little ones 
Lucky Dip were well received, as 
was the sausage sizzle which New 
World kindly donated to.  Thank 
you Ricky and your team.  A special 
mention to the gentleman who gave 
a substantial monetary donation 
towards the shuttles.  The kindness 
shown is wonderful and greatly 
appreciated in these di�  cult times.

A big thank you to my fantastic 
volunteer op shop sta�  who gave 
100% on the day to assist the cause.  
Without my team, this would not 
happen.

Take care everyone.

Karen, Op Shop Manager
WHANGAMATAWE WELCOME YOUR LETTERS. Your letters must be no longer than

250 words and must be signed (no nom de plumes). Whangamata & Waihi
News reserves the right to edit, or to not print, submitted letters.

Send your letter to whangamatanews@gmail.com
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It was standing room only at the 
recent Whangāmata Community 
Board (CB) meeting as locals 
crowded into Council offices to 
speak on a wide variety of local 
issues.

Patrick Kerr, Chair of Enterprise 
Whangāmata, with local 
businessman and Landscape 
Architect Andrew Priestley opened 
proceedings by addressing the 
need to support funding for a 
comprehensive landscape and 
design plan to properly identify the 
entrances to the main retail area 
and the beach, the town’s main 
attraction. 

Port Road is tired and in need 
of refreshing. The most recent 
refurbishment was in 2004 and 
many of the recommendations were 
not addressed.

Lynda Dacey, on behalf of local Grey 
Power, pressed the CB to consider 
and support the reinstatement of 
tsunami sirens. 

In her capacity as a local resident, 
she  spoke of the need of 
meaningful consultation, as well as 
the importance of accountability 
and transparency. 

With local projects and funding 
efficiencies, what are we going to 
get for our rates and where does the 
community go if we do not see this 

happen?

A group of residents presented a 
paper describing the poor condition 
of the Hetherington Road Fitness 
Trail and proposed plans for its 
future, perhaps as a suitable joint CB 
– community project.

As part of their ongoing work in 
the Waireka Reserve, Whangāmata 
Lions, following community 
consultation, sought an approved 
name to replace what is commonly 
called Waireka Reserve.

Rod Leversedge, a Lions Club 
member, presented the possibility 
of developing a small-scale, family-
friendly “Fun Ride.” The concept 
involves a trackless battery-
powered engine towing four themed 
carriages in a suitable community 
space. Rod explained, “At this stage, 
there are no fixed plans, no costings, 
and no expectations around 
funding or approvals—we’re simply 
seeking CB support to investigate 
whether this is something worth 
progressing.”

Peter Priest,  Whangamata 
Ratepayer Ass Chair (WRA) agreed 
our town needs a tidy up, on the 
subject of rates, which in his opinion 
are unsustainable, he commended 
council intention to keep rates 
lower and manageable. Adding our 
town contributes a sizeable portion 
of rates  collected by council he 

questioned if the town receives its 
fair share returned to the town. 

Peter spoke of the establishment 
of a Harbour Restoration Group to 
monitor and evaluate the condition 
of local estuaries, harbours and 
beaches. Finally, he urged those 
present to attend the WRA AGM on 
Saturday 28 February, 11.00 in the 
Whanga Club, emphasising WRA 
has an important role to play in the 
commuinity as a conduit to the CB. 

With several supporters in 
attendance, the Community Pool 
requested both short- and long-
term operational funding support 
from the CB. Whangāmata Area 
School Principal Alistair Luke spoke 
of the value the pool brings to the 
school community as a recreational 
and educational facility.

After further discussion, the CB 
agreed unanimously to support the 
immediate cash shortfall and, in 
principle, the funding of operational 
expenses in the 2026/27 Annual 
Plan and subsequent Long-Term 
Plan.

The feeling in the room was one 
of optimism and goodwill. The 
only disappointment from this 
writer’s perspective was the lack 
of reporting on CAPEX projects 
such as the Hetherington Road 
Stormwater project.

The decision to reduce the number 
of CB meetings to six per year raises 
concerns over community access 
and participation. 

It could be beneficial for the 
CB to establish regular informal 
public forums to allow residents 
opportunity to raise issues and 
consult without formal TCDC 
structures. 

This option would certainly allow 
for open and transparent dialogue 
on local matters,  individuals and 
groups could informally make 
presentations and if sufficient 
interest, make a Public Forum 
submission/presentation at the 
formal bi-monthly CB meeting. 

If accepted the CB Chair could 
present at the next meeting of the 
full Council.

For the community’s information, 
the CB cannot make decisions 
without a formal paper with 
recommendations etc.  Presentation 
at the Public Forum can get items 
onto the Action Schedule – with 
potentially the preparation of a 
decision paper/report for formal 
consideration by the CB.

I was pleasing to see this 
Community Board meeting so well 
attended. 

– Rob Boston

Community Board meeting shows strong local engagement

$2395
Now $1775Now $1775

NZ Made

Bellview
2.75-seater

$3125
Now $1995Now $1995

Norfolk 3RR 
Recliner Suite

Hampton 
2-seater 

$2499 Now $1399Now $1399

Hampton 3-seater
$2799 Now $1669Now $1669

Feather Fill

Gazly 
Sofabed

$595$595
Comfy with lots 

of padding

Zarah 
3-seater Chaise

$1695
Now $1175Now $1175

Tamara
2.5-seater

$3125 Now $1695Now $1695
Floor Clearance Only!

Zarah 3-seater 
$1575 Now $995Now $995

Zarah 2-seater 
$1165 Now $795Now $795

Charcoal/Grey/Beige

Huge Lounge Suite Sale
Includes new & custom orders

419 Port Rd, 
Whangamatā
07 865 9027

94 Seddon St, 
Waihī

07 863 8787 Inside Beds R us store
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WWW.WHANGAMATACLUB.CO.NZFACEBOOK.COM/THEWHANGACLUB404 PORT ROAD P. 07 865 8705

Open 
daily from 

11am

Restaurant
Friday to Sunday from 5:30pm

Bistro
Monday – Friday from 3pm

Saturday & Sunday from 12pm

Dinner menu
From 5pm daily

Sharp-eyed locals will have 
noticed people in Hi-Viz gear 
walking around Whangamatā 
Harbour’s mudflats at low tide. 
These people are moving from 
one set of mysterious posts to 
another, with each post poking 
about 8 centimetres out of the 
mud. The posts – in sets of four – 
were installed two years ago along 
transect lines across our harbour 
and Moana Anu Anu estuary by 
Waikato Regional Council as part 
of its coastal sediment monitoring 
programme.

Each set is anchored to a concrete 
slab buried beneath the mud. 
The idea is you measure down 
through the mud to the concrete 
slab to understand the build-up (or 
erosion) of sediment over time. The 
council’s science and monitoring 
team take annual measurements, 
with the hope that a picture of what 
is happening will emerge over a 
5-10-year period. But Whangamatā 
Harbour Care volunteers have also 
been trained to measure the depth 
of mud – the thought being that 
there could be supplementary 
data gathered between the annual 
regional council measurements. As 
an example, we can measure the 
mud depth after major flood events 
to check how much new sediment 
has arrived, with another check 
a month later to see how much 

remains after normal wave and tidal 
action.

There is broad agreement that 
certain land management practices 
over the past century have led to 
the significant buildup of sediment 
in many parts of the Whangamatā 
Harbour. Sediment core analysis by 
NIWA and the University of Waikato 
tells us that sediment levels in the 
estuary increased dramatically 

following the clearance of the land 
for farming and forestry – and 
have remained elevated ever since. 
Sedimentation is usually more 
pronounced near river mouths, 
where sediment enters the estuary, 
and in sheltered areas where waves 
and tides can’t wash it away.

Whangamata harbour Care is 
keen to work with the regional 
council over the coming years 

to produce an agreed view on 
what is happening in our harbour 
and estuaries – and to find ways 
to reduce human impacts. The 
council’s wider environmental 
monitoring, including rainfall, coastal 
ecosystems, stream sedimentation 
and catchment inspections, will help 
build a clear picture for the way 
forward.

A lot of work is already underway 
to tackle sedimentation in our 
freshwater and coastal waterways. 
Riparian fencing and planting 
projects are restoring the health of 
waterways that feed into our coastal 
environment. The Wentworth River 
Care group, for example, has been 
working along the Wentworth River 
and its tributaries for more than 20 
years, and Waikato Regional Council 
partners with tangata whenua, iwi 
trusts, landowners and communities 
to undertake restoration works. 

The council also undertakes spot 
checks on forestry harvesting 
operations to see if the nationwide 
agreements on best practice are 
being followed. However, upper 
catchment stability remains an 
issue, particularly in areas of forest 
collapse caused by browsing 
animals, such as possums, goats, 
deer and pigs.

– Ken Allen, Chair Whangamata 
Harbourcare

Whangamata Harbour sedimentation
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Hi everyone...
I'm Bec Murray, and I'm very 
pleased to be joining the club 
as your new General Manager.

I bring over 30 years of 
experience in hospitality, 
including four years owning and 
running my own restaurant. 
That experience gave me a strong understanding of what it 
takes to successfully manage day-to-day operations while 
creating a welcoming environment for members and guests.

Following that, I spent 7.5 years in property management, 
overseeing a portfolio of more than 200 properties. 
This role strengthened my organisational skills, 
attention to detail; and ability to manage a wide range of 
responsibilities- all of which I look forward to bringing to the 
club.

Outside of work, I have a 26-year-old daughter and two 
beautiful grandkids who keep me busy and smiling.

I'm excited about this new opportunity- especially learning 
more about the fishing side of the club! I'm looking forward 
to meeting members, getting to know the community, and 

working together to continue building 
something great.

Please feel free to introduce yourself 
when you see me around - I'm excited 
to be here.

Phone 07 865 8704
End of Port Rd at Wharf@whangamataoceansportsclub

www.oceansports.co.nz
Whangamata  |  �������������    |    ������������     |     ����
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����������

FLOORINGXTRA.CO.NZ
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Tag and Release Striped Marlin

1st Kay Haimona - check out the 
video of the tag and release on 
our Facebook page, it’s epic!  

King�sh Heaviest

1st: Tim Bryant – 21.98kg

DAY 1  
Tuna Heaviest

1st: George Walker – Yellow Fin  
– 21.90kg 
2nd: Vaughan Stevenson – Bigeye 
– 21.20kg 
3rd: George Arona – Yellow Fin  
– 21.20kg

DAY 2  
Tuna Heaviest

1st: Vaughan Stevenson – Bigeye 
– 21.00kg 
2nd: Simon Heaps – Yellow Fin  
– 18.70kg 

3rd: Joe Hawira – Bigeye  
– 18.50kg

Tuna Comp

1st: George Walker – Yellow Fin  
– weight 21.90kg 
2nd: Vaughan Stevenson – Bigeye 
– weight 21.20kg 
3rd: George Arona – Yellow Fin  
– 21.20kg

Snapper Heaviest Comp

1st: Benny van den Broek – 8.00kg 
2nd: Glen Newman – 4.70kg 
3rd: Keith Smith – 3.20kg

Last Man Standing – $10k prize: 
Lynette McIntosh

Webber BBQ: Julie Simmiss

Rod and Reel Ra�e:  
Angela Macmillan

Bike: Heather Lowen

WOSC Classic 2026 Prize Winners
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