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Volunteers play a very important 
role in our community, they are the 
oil that keeps the big cogs turning 
and help make our town a better 
place to live. They are caring, 
kind and capable. This edition 
we welcome Barry Romero from 
the Whangamatā Volunteer Fire 
Brigade.

What prompted you to join the 
Whangamatā Volunteer Fire Brigade 
Barry?
Back in 2014 I had moved to 
Whangamatā, just three doors 
down from the Fire Station. I didn’t 
appreciate or understand what 
fi refi ghters undertook, but I saw 
there was a sign beside the building 
calling for volunteers. It wasn’t until 
that sign blew over in a storm that I 
considered it was a call to action. So 
I gathered the courage to sign up.

How many volunteers does the 
Brigade depend on and what is the 
most common incident?
We currently have twenty 
volunteers, a combination 
of O�  cers, Firefi ghters, and 
Operational Support. Training 
happens weekly on Wednesday 
night.

The most common incidents are 
storm related and medical. Of 
course we also attend structure 
fi res, car fi res or motor vehicle 
mishaps. We also assist with search 
and rescue call outs, and can clear 
land when needed for safe chopper 
landings.

How many appliances do you have 
and how far afi eld do you travel?
We have two fi re trucks and 
one dedicated support vehicle. 
Each truck is geared for specifi c 
incidents. Each Brigade has a 
defi ned area and ours is all of 
Whangamatā, Whiritoa and 
Onemana. If surrounding Brigades 
are already involved in a particular 
callout we could travel further 
afi eld.

What is your response time from 
the alarm sounding to when the 
appliances leave the station?
The siren, our pagers and cellphone 

apps all happen simultaneously. All 
volunteers live in town so we aim to 
be out of the station in fi ve minutes. 
It's all go, for sure.

Do you have a particular callout that 
stands out for you?
There are so many for certain, but 
clearing roads when trees are down, 
assisting our communities in storms, 
or saving lives in medical events, 
are all part of the reason why we all 
get a lot of satisfaction just helping 
people. We are continually building 
our personal skill-base and have 
a range of diverse support when 
needed. Personally, the camaraderie 
is unparalleled.

What would you say to someone 
who is considering joining the 
Whangamatā Volunteer Fire 
Brigade?
The Fire brigade is an essential 
service to our town, so call in on 
a Wednesday night at training, as 
an observer, and check us out. It's 
a great opportunity to learn new 
skills and perhaps move outside 
your comfort zone, and fi nd a 
di� erent focus. We all need to 
trust each other so you build some 
great friendships. Men and women 
are welcome, regardless of their 
background, and the training is 
free. Your motivation is the key 
component.

Thank you Barry, you are a star.
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Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

At long last the construction of 
a two-lane bridge over the Pepe 
Stream in Tairua is underway, with 
an o�  cial ceremony taking place 
to mark the start of the project’s 
next stage.

This is a really exciting 
development for our region and it 
signals that the old one-lane Pepe 
Bridge will soon be consigned 
to the history books. In its place 
will be a modern, two-lane 
bridge which will help ease tra�  c 
delays and congestion in Tairua, 
especially over the busy summer 
period.

Local residents will have noticed 
that NZTA and its contractors 
have been undertaking 
preparatory work at the site over 
the last few months, including the 
construction of a footbridge. I 
understand that these works can 
cause disruptions, but it will be all 
worth it in the end.

The new two-lane Pepe Stream 
Bridge is expected to be ready 
by December 2027, and I’ll be 

following its progress closely.

I have long-advocated for the 
replacement of one-lane bridges 
across the Coromandel Peninsula 
and it’s encouraging to see the 
new Pepe Bridge take another 
step toward being a reality. 
Moreover, the Boundary Creek 
Bridge on SH25 on the Thames 
Coast was restored to two-lanes 
last year and NZTA is also working 
on replacing the Ramarama 
Stream Bridge north of Whiritoa 
with a new two-lane bridge.

There’s also the $85 million that 
was allocated from this year’s 
Budget to improve the resilience 
of 11 high-risk sites on SH25 and 
replace the Kirikiri Stream Bridge 
on SH26 at Kopu. The timeframe 
for these projects is still being 
determined, but the funding 
represents real investment in our 
region to keep roads open and 
communities connected.

– Authorised by Scott Simpson 
MP, 614 Pollen St, Thames

Construction underway on 
Pepe Bridge replacement

Stars that keep shining
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Whangamata Police Report
As some of you may be aware, 
there are changes that will be 
implemented allowing children 
to ride push bikes on footpaths. 
Further to that and from the 
feedback received at government, 
parents or caregivers will also 
be allowed to join them on the 
footpath. This is essential to 
teaching our young ones safety 
while keeping them safe. This 
applies to children 12 and under. 
The caregiver at the time may be a 
teacher, older sibling, grandparent 
and will be for safety purposes.

Last week a 48-year-old 
Whangamatā man was arrested 
for matters relating to family 
harm where he has damaged the 
property of an ex partner. He was 
also breaching bail conditions for 
another matter he is facing. His bail 
was opposed and he has been in 
custody since to appear in the Waihī 
District Court at a later date.

A 29-year-old is facing a charge of 
driving with Excess Breath Alcohol 
after being stopped by one of the 
team. Furthermore, there is now 

consideration and heat surrounding 
his fi rearms licence and right to 
be a licensed fi rearms holder. The 
decision to drink and drive has far 
reaching consequences. If a simple 
responsible decision to not to drive 
drunk can’t be made, how is anyone 
to have confi dence that responsible 
decisions regarding fi rearms will be 
made. Something to think about for 
some.

Keep the information on dodgy 
people harming our community 
coming. Its not like they’re hiding it 
are they! Regos, names, locations, 
times. We like to know it all. A few 
pictures and clips of CCTV have 
made it our way too. Even better. 
Thank you to those who care 
enough so far to come to us in 
confi dence.

– Sergeant Will Hamilton, O�  cer in 
Charge, Whangamatā Police

Waihī Beach Volunteer Coastguard 
had been rationing fuel for three 
months to save money, only for 
thieves to steal the lot within two 
nights of them refi lling it.

Co-president Jacqui Paterson said 
the fuel was taken over the two 
nights immediately after the tank 
was refi lled on June 29, leaving 
the not for profi t facing a bill of 
close to $5000.

The unit had been minimising fuel 
use for months amid rising costs 
and supply issues.

By the time it was refuelled, the 
tank held only a couple of hundred 
litres.

She said whoever broke in used 
electric-powered tools that threw 
sparks to cut into the tank, which 
was holding highly fl ammable 
petrol.

"They could have blown 
themselves up. They could have 
literally killed themselves getting 
it."

The theft wasn't discovered 
straight away as the tank sits apart 
from the main building in its own 
dedicated area.

Paterson said she'd parked right 
beside the tank just days before it 
was fi lled, and everything looked 
fi ne. It came to light when the 
unit's operations manager, on site 
for other work, noticed a cut in the 
surrounding fence.

"The boat's always full, but you 
do worry that if it hadn't been 
refuelled when it came back 
and someone needed rescuing, 
technically we might not have 
been able to get out to them."

She said the fi nancial hit was 
signifi cant for a charity that 
relies entirely on volunteers and 
community support to operate.

"It's just very discouraging – it 
takes the wind out of your sails. 
It's a bit of a kick in the guts, to be 
honest," she said.

"We just want to do a good job for 
the community," 

Paterson said the theft was 
reported to police, who attended 
and took CCTV footage from the 
Coastguard's cameras.

Waihi Beach Coastguard 
shocking theft

Our brigade has been busy with 
several incidents requiring our 
attendance, with medical assistance 
and alarm activations leading most 
call numbers. 

Last week, a house was struck with 
lightning during an electrical storm 
during the night. The building was 
severely damaged with all electrical 
fi ttings, wiring and metal bracing 
transferring the surge across the 
property. 

Several houses nearby also su� ered 
damage along with a large numbers 
of Whangamatā having power and 
internet issues. 

This kind of event highlights the 
increasing number of weather 
related calls we now respond to. 
Treating electric components as live 

and staying clear of compromised 
trees and structures help reduce the 
risks to everyone. 

Winter conditions at present make 
roads and areas around buildings 
very slippery. Travel with caution. 

Heating methods always cause 
concern. Please remember the 
metre from a heater rule and deal 
with ashes carefully. Wishing you all 
a safe winter. 

– CFO Nigel Airey

Fire Report

Work continues to repair 
Whangamatā lightning damage

Over the next two weeks 
people in Whangamatā may 
notice teams working to repair 
streetlights damaged during a 
recent lightning storm.

The 5 July lightning strike 
damaged the main power 
grid and several streetlights. 
Since then, Council teams and 
contractors have been busy 
working to repair faults to the 
grid.

Now work begins to identify 
damaged streetlights in Achilles 
Avenue, Graham Street, Bellona 
Road, Ocean Road, Otahu Road, 
Tamaki Road, Leander Road and 
Philomel Road.

There may be some minor tra�  c 
management in place as work 
is carried out but no power 
outages or road closures are 
expected during this time.

The work is expected to take 
about two weeks, subject to 
replacement part availability.

Work continues to 
repair Whangamata 
lightning damage



4        Whangamatā & Waihi NEWS  -  ISSUE 170: 17 JULY, 2026

Locals create the Coastal Quest

What’s On in our town

What happens when you combine 
the spirit of The Amazing Race, the 
beauty of Whangamatā, a healthy 
dose of friendly competition & 
plenty of laughter? You get The 
Coastal Quest!

It all began just a few weeks ago 
when a corporate group checked 
into the South Pacific Motel & 
Conference Centre in Whangamatā 
for their annual Conference. Like 
many visiting businesses, they 
wanted something different for a 
team-building activity, something 
memorable, something that would 
get people working together rather 
than sitting in another meeting 
room!

That simple question sparked an 
idea.

Over the following weeks, Carly and 
KB from South Pacific Motel teamed 
up with Alex from Smoky Pallet 
Freehouse & poured countless 
hours into creating an experience 
unlike anything else in town.

There were planning meetings, visits 
to local businesses, research into 
Whangamatā’s history, route testing 
in the pouring rain, timing every 
challenge, writing clues, creating 
props and fine-tuning every 
checkpoint.

The result was The Coastal Quest.

More than just a race, it’s an 
adventure through Whangamatā 
that celebrates everything locals 
love about our town. Teams 
discover hidden gems, learn quirky 
local history, solve clever clues, 
tackle hilarious challenges and 
make memories they’ll be talking 
about long after the finish line.

Success isn’t just about being the 
fastest.

It’s about teamwork, strategy, 
communication, creativity & having 
a great sense of humour.

On launch day there was laughter 
everywhere. There were 5 teams 
of 5, they threw themselves into 
every challenge, encouraged one 
another, dressed up, thought 
outside the square &  embraced 
the unexpected. One team member 
even completed the course 
from a wheelchair, proving that 
determination & team spirit matter 
far more than speed.

The event finishes with a prize-
giving celebration & buffet dinner 
at Smoky Pallet Freehouse, where 
photos from the day are played on 
the big screens as everyone relives 
the funniest moments.

The Coastal Quest can be tailor-
made for groups of all kinds, we 
can incorporate your own business 
branding.

Teams compete for points by 
completing checkpoints & bonus 
challenges, with prizes awarded for 
more than just winning. Creativity, 
teamwork, sportsmanship, resilience 
& entertainment all count towards 
the final results.

This isn’t just another event!

It’s an experience that showcases 
the very best of Whangamatā while 
bringing people together through 
fun, laughter & a little friendly 
competition.

If you’re looking for a unique 
function or group activity that 
everyone will remember, The 
Coastal Quest is now available for 
bookings.

To organise your own Coastal 
Quest experience, contact Carly 
or KB at the South Pacific Motel & 
Conference Centre. Whether it’s a 
workplace team building day, sports 
club event, mid-winter celebration, 
Christmas function or a group of 
mates looking for an unforgettable 
day out, we’d love to help create 
your next adventure!

Because sometimes the best way to 
discover Whangamatā... is to race 
through it.

A heartfelt thank you goes to 
the many local businesses who 
generously donated prizes and 
embraced The Coastal Quest with 
such enthusiasm.  Special thanks to 
Bex from The Oceans Sports Club, 
Salt Water Surfboards, Coromandel 
Chocolates, Megan from Bo Ho 
Chic, Graham from Breakers and 
the team at i-site! Their support 
went far beyond sponsorship, they 
became part of the adventure 
itself, welcoming teams into their 
businesses, handing out clues, 
sharing plenty of laughs, and 
helping bring the experience to life! 
It was a wonderful example of the 
Whangamatā community coming 
together to create something truly 
special. We couldn't have done it 
without you.

The South Pacific Motel & 
Conference Centre 
Carly or KB (07) 865-9580 
thesouthpacificnz@outlook.com 
429 Port Road, Whangamata

GROW ON WAIHI  
including a crop swap. This Saturday 13th and 
the second Saturday each month, 10-11.30am. 
Free seedlings for members or for a koha. At 
the shed next to the Community Resort Centre, 
4 Mueller Street, Waihi. See our Grow on Waihi 
Facebook page. 

QUIZ NIGHT FUNDRAISER 
Saturday 25 July at Cornerstone 101 Ocean Rd, 
Whangamatā. Gather at 5.30pm for quiz at 
6pm. Light meal provided. Tickets $20pp from 
Cornerstone

PAEROA COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB 
3rd Sunday of the month, 1pm. Baptist church 
Wood St, Paeroa.

WHANGAMATA CANCER GROUP  
Meets every fourth Monday of the month at 
10.30am. Lovely group – come join us. 
Contact Lareece McGregor, Hospice & Cancer 
support Nurse: 027 880 5644.

WHANGAMATA SUNDAY MARKET 
TCDC carpark, Port Rd, 9am-1pm, 
first and third Sundays plus school holidays. 
Stalls $5, all stall fees donated to local 
community groups. Ph Suzanne 022 651 2250.

ARTS COLLECTIVE PHOTOGRAPHY 
GROUP 
The idea is to meet once a month for a relaxed 
and enjoyable get-together where we can 
share photos, exchange ideas, learn from 
each other, and encourage our creativity. All 
levels of experience are welcome—from phone 
photographers to camera photographers. The 
emphasis will be on having fun and enjoying 
photography together. If you think you might be 
interested, contact Gail: gail.stent@gmail.com

WHANGAMATĀ WRITING GROUP 
The Whangamatā Writing Group offers a 
friendly and supportive environment where you 
can share your ideas, develop your writing, and 
connect with fellow writers. Writers of all genres 
and levels of experience are very welcome. 

Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of 
each month, with additional workshops and 
writing-related opportunities planned for later in 
the year. Interested in joining? To find out more, 
contact Angela at acummings@xtra.co.nz

2027 HARCOURTS ART CHALLENGE 
This year’s four themes for both visual artists 
and writers is: “Heads, Tails, Legs and Wings.” 
This is your challenge—interpret it your way 
and start creating. We can’t wait to see what 
emerges! More info at artscollective.co.nz for 
entry forms and details.

ROCK'N'ROLL DANCE LESSONS 
Come along and join the upcoming 
Coastal Rockers Dance Lessons. $20 for 
4 Lessons. Start Tuesday 21st July, Finish 
Date Tuesday 11th August. Contact Mike –
coastalrockerssecretary@gmail.com

Please enter your club, group, non-
profit or fundraiser ‘What’s On’ event by 
emailing whangamatanews@gmail.com 
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WAS Students Help Keep Whangamata Clean
Students from the Te Kura T�hura 
programme at Whangamat� 
Area School �nished Term 2 by 
combining a love of �shing with 
caring for the local environment.

Te Kura T�hura (School of 
Exploration and Discovery) is a 
primary education programme 
that focuses on building resilience, 
problem-solving and teamwork 
through learning in nature.

The Year 4 students were joined for 
part of the day by a Year 12 outdoor 
education class. Together they 
spent time �shing and collecting 
rubbish from Te T�toki Reserve 
and the area surrounding the 
Whangamat� Ocean Sports Club, 
helping to keep this popular spot 
clean and enjoyable for everyone.

The event was a great reminder 
that looking after our environment 
is everyone’s responsibility. By 
collecting rubbish while enjoying 
the outdoors, the students showed 

that even small actions can make 
a big di�erence in preserving the 
natural beauty of Whangamat�. This 
re�ects the environmental mantra of 
the programme: To leave the places 
we visit the same or better than we 
found them.

To thank the students for their 
e�orts, the Whangamat� Ocean 
Sports Club shouted hot drinks 
which were enjoyed by all.

Club Manager Bec Murray said, “It’s 
fantastic to see our young people 
taking pride in our community and 
helping keep Whangamat� looking 
its best.”

The students and teachers would 
like to thank the Whangamat� 
Ocean Sports Club for their 
generosity and support, Bubba’s 
for providing the �shing gear, and 
all of the parents and grandparents 
who helped make the day such a 
success.

– Story & photos Katrina Brickwood
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