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COROMANDEL

ONLINE ENTRIES CLOSE SOON!    WHANGAMATAHALFMARATHON.CO.NZ

20.09.2025    RUN or WALK

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Scallop season once opened on 1 
September in Coromandel. Today, 
the date is a stark reminder of 
what has been lost. Decades of 
mismanagement, overallocation, 
and the destructive use of Victorian 
box dredges drove the Coromandel 
scallop fi shery to collapse. It was 
only after sustained pressure from 
the local community, led by Ngāti 
Hei, that then Minister David Parker 
moved to close the fi shery in 2022.

“While this intervention was the 
right thing to do, the outcome 
of closing the scallop fi shery is 
that everyone loses - commercial 
operators, regional economies, local 
whānau, hapū, iwi and communities, 
and future generations of Kiwis, said 
Joe Davis from Ngāti Hei. Linda Bird, 
founder of the Whitianga Scallops 
Festival understands the economic 
impact fi rsthand. 

“Every year, thousands of people 
from around the country would 
travel to Whitianga to get a taste 
of Coromandel scallops. Without 
scallops, we no longer have this 
festival. The festival generated $1.3M 
in economic activity each year and 
without it local businesses have felt 
the squeeze.”

The Plan

Now, a coalition of iwi, 
environmental groups, local 
associations, and industry experts 
has come together to promote a 
bold restorative management plan 
for the future of the Coromandel 
scallop fi shery when (and only 
when) the scallop beds recover. This 
approach aims to:
1. Restore scallop populations; and 
2. End dredging and transition to 
hand-gathering only.
3. Create new opportunities for 
sustainable aquaculture and regional 
economies.

Principles of the plan

Under this plan, the Government 
would invest in buying back scallop 
quota from current shareholders. 

When (and only when) the fi shery 
recovers, new commercial permits 
would be issued. These would be 
tied to sustainable selective harvest 
methods such as hand gathering 
using breathing apparatus would be 
issued. 

“The benefi ts of this plan are clear, 
we prioritise the health of the 
scallop populations and adopt an 
agile system where catch limits can 
be adjusted quickly in response to 
environmental monitoring, ensuring 
that scallop stocks are rebuilt and 
maintained at abundant levels,” 
explained Sam Woolford, LegaSea 
project Lead.

Benefi ts for people and the 
environment

The principles of the plan prioritise 
rebuilding a healthy marine 
environment and ensure the 
Coromandel community benefi ts 
directly from the harvest of scallops 
from local waters.

A Pathway Forward

The scallop restoration plan 
represents a rare consensus: iwi, 
local communities, environmental 
advocates, and regional businesses 
all agree that scallop dredging must 
end, and that abundance, not bulk 
harvesting, must be the measure of 
success.

“This is a golden opportunity 
to rebuild an iconic fi shery on 
principles of sustainability, equity, 
and innovation. Together we can 
make scallops a symbol of what’s 
possible for New Zealand's coastal 
fi sheries,” said Scott Macindoe, 
President of the New Zealand Sport 
Fishing Council.

- Sam Woolford, Legasea Project Lead

Community’s innovative 
scallop plan

School Boards play a vital role 
in the governance and oversight 
of our schools and every three 
years parents get the opportunity 
to vote for those who have put 
themselves forward to become 
Board of Trustees.

These elections will be taking place 
across the Coromandel electorate 
over the next few weeks, as the 
55 schools in our electorate look 
to fi ll these positions. I commend 
everyone who is standing for 
election; it’s never easy putting 
yourself out there, but it’s an 
essential part of the democratic 
process and helps to ensure that 
our schools are well-governed.

Board of Trustees are made 
up of parents or people with 
a stake in their local school 
who volunteer their time and 
energy for the betterment of 
the school community. It can be 

thankless task, but our education 
system wouldn’t be able to 
function without their e� orts 
and commitment. The reward 
is knowing that they’re making 
a positive impact on the next 
generation of New Zealanders.

As we draw closer to the election 
of new Boards of Trustees, I want 
to thank those trustees who are 
fi nishing their terms. I appreciate 
the service you have given to your 
school and the wider community. 
Our local schools are incredibly 
important, and they can only be as 
good as the leadership that comes 
from their school board, principal, 
and teaching sta� .

Good luck to all the new and 
returning Board of Trustee 
candidates standing in the 
elections.

Authorised by Scott Simpson MP, 
614 Pollen St, Thames

Upcoming School Board 
Elections

Editors note: Recommended 
viewing David Attenborough's 
'Oceans' on the Disney channel
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We welcome your letters!  Email to: whangamatanews@gmail.com

Running a business is challenging enough without 
having to navigate tricky staff matters or endless 
paperwork. That’s where Human Collective comes in.

We provide down-to-earth, local HR support and 
coaching to help your business thrive:

• Recruitment & Onboarding – fi nd and keep the 
right people for your team

• HR Compliance – up-to-date employment 
agreements and workplace policies

• Making Change – restructures, role changes, or 
improving how your team works

• Dealing with Tricky People Issues – performance 
management, disciplinaries, mediation

• Ad Hoc Support & Advice – your on-call HR partner, 
just a phone call away

• SME Coaching – practical guidance to grow your 
business and your leadership

Whether you’re hiring your fi rst employee or leading a 
busy team, we bring the expertise and reassurance you 
need — without the corporate fl uff.

HR MADE SIMPLE — 
IN WHANGAMATĀ, WAIHI & BEYOND.

Personal, practical, and here when you need us.

Contact Laura McCabe: 021 502 338
laura@humancollective.co.nz • www.humancollective.co.nz

Leave a  
local legacy  
in your Will
Learn more – call 07 834 0404 or visit 
momentumwaikato.nz/wills-month-2025

25
04
00
3_
W
ha
ng
am

at
a_
Ju
l07 574 6040

office@louvretec.com
www.louvretec.co.nz

Winter

Disco
unt

Up to 10% off Slimline Opening Roofs & up to 20% off Suburban Opening Roofs.   
Applies to orders placed before the 30th September 2025.  T&Cs apply.  

Something is very wrong at Island 
View.

After thousands of dollars 
consulting consultants, engineers 
and then getting the job done at 
Island View carpark, can someone 
please explain to the Ratepayers 
of this town why we have to put up 
with this kind of a job.

Firstly, the carpark above it isn't 
fi t for purpose and is never used, 
another waste of money, now we 
have this so called drainage fi x-it 
which has made the car park worse 
than what it ever was. The amount 
of water that lies here for days on 
end shows that whatever they did, 
doesn't work.

I have waited to see if something 
would be done to remedy this 
botched job but to no avail.

Again this is another one of those 
jobs that we see around town which 
is wasting our hard-earned money.

When is Council going to own up to 
some accountability and stop the 
wastage!

K. Baker
WHANGAMATĀ

Ratepayer money wasted

We welcome your letters
Your letters must be no longer than 250 words and must be signed (no 
nom de plumes) and include where you live. Whangamatā & Waihi News

reserves the right to edit, or to not print, submitted letters.
Send them to: whangamatanews@gmail.com
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Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

82 Richmond St, Thames               0800 868 5484               richmondvillas.co.nz

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and 
light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts to choose from including 2 and 
3 bedroom villas. All residents enjoy the use of the Village 
Community lodge and participation in all activities and 
amenities at your leisure. 

Phone us 
 to view by 

appointment!
Come and  

experience the 
difference!

A Lifestyle Village in Thames on the Coromandel
2 AND 3 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE!

We now have a variety of villas to choose from — and all are within walking 
distance to Thames’ shops, cafes, and walkways. The perfect location to enjoy your 

fun-filled retirement.

ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

New optometrist for 
Whangamata

Lindsay Turnbull
0274 238 093
lindsay.turnbull@realty.co.nz

atrealty.co.nz/lindsayturnbull

List with Lindsay
and recieve . .

• Unbelievably Low fees
• Local Area Knowledge
• Excellent Service
• Incredible Marketing

Meet our new optometrist 
Martin van der Most who has 
just started in the past week or 
so, at the former premises of 
Visique O'Hagan on Port Road, 
Whangamatā.

Martin has previously been 
working in Thames for the past 
7-8 years, and has extensive 
experience working with 
ophthalmologists, so he has quite 
the following, and is a local to 
Whangamatā.

So if our readers need assessments 
for all eye exams, Glaucoma, 

Macular Degeneration, or contact 
lenses. Martin is your guy.

The new clinic, The Eye Place, in 
Whangamatā, will be open on 
Wednesdays and Fridays only 
at this stage. Hours have slightly 
extended – it is now from 8am to 
5pm on both of these days. Martin 
will remain in Paeroa on Mondays, 
Tuesdays & Thursdays from 8am to 
4:30pm.

Phone 07 865 0007.
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The New Zealand Sepsis Trust is 
currently underway with a range 
of activities to mark global World 
Sepsis month in September, with 
its primary objective being to raise 
awareness of the signs and urgency 
of sepsis. 

Sepsis is a life-threatening 
condition, killing approximately 
11 million people worldwide each 
year including 4.2 million children. 
In Australia, sepsis kills more 
people each year than road traffic 
accidents. In the UK, five people die 
from sepsis every hour. 

In New Zealand, it is estimated 
that over 15,000 people in the 
community will develop sepsis 
each year. All will require urgent 
treatment (most commonly, a 
broad spectrum antibiotic). Sadly, 
delays in recognition and diagnosis 
will result in one in five requiring 
intensive care admission, with 
amputations, significant organ 
damage and deaths most often 
resulting. “It’s important that people 
know the signs of sepsis, and that 
they understand that it’s a medical 
emergency requiring immediate 
treatment,” says Sepsis NZ General 
Manager Michelle Crook. 

If someone you know has an 
infection, or even the possibility 
of an infection – and they start 
to go downhill rapidly - then 
it’s critical that you call 111 or go 
to the nearest urgent care or 

emergency department and ask 
“could it be sepsis”? “By asking this 
question, everyone in the medical 
environment will immediately 
respond with the urgency that 
sepsis requires.” No one is immune 
to developing sepsis and it remains 
a medical mystery as to why 
some people will develop sepsis 
and others won’t, says Michelle. 
Essentially, it can happen to anyone 
who has an infection, whether 
bacterial, viral, fungal, or caused by 
other germs (pathogens).

Sepsis is also indiscriminate in 
terms of someone’s age or state of 
health. 

As an example, Michelle cites the 
story of a local farmer who went 
from being fit and healthy on a 
Thursday night, to being unwell on 
Friday, feeling like he’d been ‘hit by a 
train’ on Saturday, and finally being 
transported by ambulance to ICU 
on Sunday night. His stay in ICU was 
two months duration, his overall stay 
in hospital was four months, and 
during this time he lost his right leg 
and all of his fingertips and thumbs 
on his right hand. Despite sepsis 
happening across the board, some 
people are at higher risk of infection 
and sepsis including infants, 
neonates, and children under 15 
years of age, adults over 60 years of 
age, pregnant or recently pregnant 
women, Māori or Pacifika peoples, 
those who have had a previous 
sepsis event, immunocompromised 

people and those who have been 
recently discharged from hospital.

“The best thing that you can do 
right now is look at the signs of 
sepsis and make a note of them."

To mark World Sepsis month and 
raise awareness, the Sepsis Trust 
has a number of activities planned 
including a free medical webinar 
being delivered in conjunction 
with Health Hub, plus the release 
of new healthcare pathways it has 
developed with Te Tāhū Hauora 
Health Quality & Safety Commission 
over the past two years. 

It is also the Trust’s Annual Appeal 
month with a range of fundraising 
activities being promoted at www.
stopsepsis.org.nz

There is no single sign and no 
single diagnostic test for sepsis. 
Urgent medical help is needed 
for anyone with an infection or 
suspected infection and developing 
any of these signs:

•	 Slurred speech or confusion, or 
difficult to wake

•	 Extreme shivering or muscle pain
•	 Passing no urine (pee/mimi) for a 

day
•	 Severe breathlessness or 

breathing very fast
•	 It feels like you are going to die
•	 Skin mottled, bluish, or pale or 

feels abnormally cold to touch 
(especially in children)

– Michelle Crook,  
Sepsis NZ General Manager

Knowing the signs of sepsis can save lives

WWW.WHANGAMATACLUB.CO.NZFACEBOOK.COM/THEWHANGACLUB404 PORT ROAD P. 07 865 8705

Open 
daily from 

11am

Restaurant
Friday to Sunday from 5:30pm

Bistro
Monday – Friday from 3pm

Saturday & Sunday from 12pm

Dinner menu
From 5pm daily

Sepsis Chair/GM and local Michelle 
Crook has committed to swimming 
every day in September for her 
Sepsis Superhero Challenge. You 
can sponsor her at www.stopsepsis.
org.nz or join in and create your own 
superhero challenge.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Old Coins Can Toss Up a Rarity
Do you have a bunch of old coins sitting around in your 

drawers and cupboards? You just never know what 
rarities may be lurking there. The advice from Tony Grant 
from John Bertrand (Collectables) Limited is to “bring 
them in and let us have a look”. “No need to sort anything 
out just bring them in ‘as is’ and please don’t clean them! 
We can go through coin accumulations and collections 
fairly quickly” he said. The buyers are particularly keen 
to buy pre 1946 New Zealand Silver Coins for at least 20 
times their face value (more for quantity). “In any event 
we will buy All Coins,” said Mr Grant.

Some Big Dollars in Early Banknotes

Early New Zealand Banknotes dated 
before 1932 are currently fetching 

big money!  This is according to Mr Tony 
Grant, author of the John Bertrand New 
Zealand Coin & Banknote Catalogue. Mr 
Grant is in Whangamata on Saturday 
13th September on a buying trip for 
John Bertrand (Collectables) Ltd and 
would be very keen to see any of these 
issues. “We will pay at least $300 for any 
undamaged Ten Shilling or One Pound 

banknote from a New Zealand trading 
bank dated 1932 or before.

Denominations of five pounds and 
higher would be worth from $700. “Any 
banknote dated prior to 1900 would be 
worth at least $1000” said Mr Grant.  

Also purchased are any Reserve Bank 
of New Zealand pre-decimal issues, 
especially 50 Pound notes. All overseas 
banknotes are also wanted, especially 
early Pacific Island issues.

Mr Anthony (Tony) 
W. Grant 

Fellow of the Royal Numismatic 
Society of New Zealand Incorporated

Director and Buyer
John Bertrand (Collectables) Ltd

Author of the John Bertrand 
NZ Coin & Banknote Catalogue

Gold & Silver 
At Near Record 

Prices

During these 
uncertain times 

we have seen a sharp 
increase in the price of 
precious metals. The gold price in New 
Zealand is at near record levels so gather 
up all your unwanted items and take them 
along to the buyers. Tony Grant says “We 
can buy old gold items in all forms, including 
Jewellery (Rings, Chains, Brooches etc), 
Coins (Sovereigns and the like), Alluvial 
(River Gold), virtually anything, even Gold 
Teeth! We also need all Sterling Silver 
including Cups, Tea Services, Cutlery and 
Old Coins” he said.

Interesting Small 
Collectables Wanted

The buyers from John Bertrand 
(Collectables)  Ltd, visiting     Whangamata 

on Saturday 13th September
are happy to look at any interesting 
items, for example vintage pocket and 
wristwatches such as Rolex, Men’s Omega, 
Breitling and gold watches etc. Also wanted, 
pre 1950’s picture postcards, Maori and 
Pacific artefacts, old fountain pens and 
other small antique or historical items.

“If you have something unusual 
which you would like to sell, please 
bring it into one of our venues, we would 
like the chance to at least have a look at it” 
said Tony Grant, buyer for the Company. 
“We will consider anything which may be 
of interest to a collector” he said.

Collectors Need War Medals
Currently, throughout NZ and the world there is a big 

demand by collectors for war medals. These cover all 
wars right through from the New Zealand Land Wars and the 
Boer War, to the First and Second World Wars and the later 
Korea and Vietnam conflicts. New Zealand Servicemen and 
Women first served overseas in the Boer War in South Africa 
around 1900 and the war medals awarded for this service are 
needed by the buyers, as are any other Medals from early 
New Zealand and the New Zealand Wars. 

General service medals from both the First and Second 
World Wars will also be purchased, but as can be imagined 
these were awarded in fairly large numbers. “If a group 
of medals has any special award for bravery such as the 
Military Medal, Military or Flying Cross or other medals for 
Distinguished Conduct or Meritorious Service, these can add 
great value to a group” stated Mr Tony Grant, buyer for John 
Bertrand (Collectables) Ltd. “Many families have old medals, 
some dating back to early Imperial days, that they are not 
sure what to do with. These are better off in the hands of 
collectors who will look after them. We will be happy to look 
at any war medals whatsoever, just bring them in to venues” 
he said.

Please note: If you sell 
anything to us, suitable 
ID is required. Please 
also bring your bank 

account details for the 
deposit of funds for larger 

purchases.

NO
APPOINTMENT

NECESSARY

Members of the Australasian  Numismatic 
Dealers Association  and the New Zealand 

Numismatic Dealers Association

JOHN BERTRAND (COLLECTABLES) ARE BUYING NOW!!

COINS
• All Gold & Silver Coins
• Gold Sovereigns
• Gold Half Sovereigns
• NZ Silver Coins 1946 & Before 

(at least 20 times face value)
• Also wanted NZ & World Coins

after 1946
• Australian Silver Coins to 1963
• English Silver Coins to 1946
• NZ 1935 “Waitangi Crown”
• USA Coins up to 1964
• Old Collections & Accumulations of World Coins
• Modern Collector’s Coins & Sets
• NZ Reserve Bank Sets

*No Pennies or Halfpennies Please*

COLLECTABLES
• Albums & Accumulations of Pre 1920s Postcards 

(used or unused)
• Old Fountain Pens
• Small Chinese & Japanese Antiques
• Maori & Pacific Artefacts

TOKENS
• NZ & Australian “Tradesmen’s” Tokens
• NZ Transportation Tokens
• Railway Passes
• Tram Tokens (not Dunedin Tramways)
• Presbyterian Church Communion Tokens
• Bread Tokens
• Theatre, Cafe, Discount Tokens etc
• Any other tokens relating to early New Zealand

WRIST & POCKET WATCHES
• Gold & Silver Pocket Watches
• Any Rolex Watches
• Omega Gents Watches
• Any Breitling, Jaegar Le Coultre, Vacheron & 

Constantin, Patek Philippe, or IWC Watches
• Moon Phase Watches
• Chiming or Alarm Watches (Pocket or Wrist)
• Military Watches
• Divers Watches
• All other pre 1950s wind up watches 

(parts value only)
*No Quartz or Battery Operated Watches Please*

WAR MEDALS ETC

• The New Zealand Wars & Boer War Medals
• 1st World War Medals
• 2nd World War Medals, Stars etc
• Orders and Decorations
• Korea & Vietnam Medals
• Antarctic or other Polar Medals
• Fire Brigade Medals
• Lodge Medals
• Shooting Medals
• Military Badges and all other 

Military Medals
• Gold returning Fob Medals or “Tokens of Honour” 

from residents of small town New Zealand

HISTORICAL MEDALS
• A&P Show- Gold, Silver & Bronze Medals
• Commemorative Medals & Medalets
• Prize Medals (Gold & Silver)
• Sports Medals (Gold & Silver)
• Life Saving Medals
• Shipwreck Medals
• Coronation Medals
• etc, etc, etc

OLD GOLD
• Unwanted Jewellery or Broken Rings
• Gold Chains
• Gold Watch Cases
• Alluvial (River) Gold
• Dental Gold
• Gold Coins
• Gold Racing & Trophy Cups

GOLD & SILVER
• Racing Cups
• A&P Show Cups
• Sports Cups
• Presentation Keys & Trowels
• Show Pieces
• Sterling Silver Tea Sets
• Sterling Silver Cutlery
• Scrap Gold & Silver

*No EPNS or Silver Plated items Please*

BANKNOTES
• NZ & Australian “Trading Bank” Notes pre 1932 

(e.g. Bank of New South Wales, Bank of NZ etc)
• Reserve Bank of NZ Pre-Decimal Notes
• Any £20, £50 or £100 Notes
• Hong Kong & Malayan Banknotes
• Australian Pre Decimal Notes
• Australian “Star” Notes
• Early Fijian and Samoan Banknotes
• NZ Traders Promissary Notes (1840s)
• NZ Government Debentures
• NZ Banknotes overprinted for 

use in Fiji, Cook Islands etc
• Postal Notes
• All other World Banknotes

WE WANT 
TO BUY –
CASH-IN

NOW

John Bertrand (Collectables) Limited
T: 04 232 9832 • E: info@bertrand.co.nz
Level 1 Harcourt’s Building, 215 Main Road, 
Tawa, Wellington 5028
PO Box 323, Wellington 6140

John Bertrand The Trusted Name In Numismatics Since 1965!

No item too small for 
our consideration

JOHN BERTRAND (COLLECTABLES) LTD
OUR BUYERS ARE IN YOUR AREA ON SATURDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER

 ALSO AT

John Bertrand Collectables Are 
Buying in Whangamata on 
Saturday 13th September

Once again, the gold and collectables buyers from 
Wellington company John Bertrand Collectables are 
visiting Whangamata on Saturday 13th September. 
Mr Tony Grant from the company says, “If you are 
downsizing or wanting to dispose of things because 
they no longer serve any purpose to you or your 
family bring them in”. “Next Saturday will be a 
great opportunity to have any items you want to sell 
assessed by our buyers” said Mr Grant. Particularly 
wanted are Gold and Silver (in any of its forms) and 
Collectables such as Coins, 
Banknotes, War Medals, Old 
Wind-up Watches and other 
interesting Small Collectables.

“We are keen buyers, 
especially of the items in the 
list below” said Mr Grant. 
“Nothing is too small for our 
consideration. We are just as 
happy buying 1 item as we are 
buying 1,000 items” he said. 
The buyers will be in 
Whangamata on Saturday 13th 
September. (see details below). 
As Tony Grant points out “If 
you are in doubt about any 
items you may wish to sell, 
bring them along for an instant 
appraisal.”

WHANGAMATA Sat 13 Sept Whangamata Baptist Church Lounge, 
301 Port Road 3 pm to 4.30 pm

WHITIANGA Sat 13 Sept St Andrew’s Church Foyer, 82 Albert Street 9 am to 11 am

TAIRUA Sat 13 Sept St Francis House, 244 Main Road 12 noon to 2 pm
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