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You might have noticed an 
increase in kororā/little blue 
penguin sightings around the 
Coromandel - and we’re getting 
lots of calls about them.

Here's what's happening: 

Sea temperatures are unusually 
warm for this time of year. 
Penguins are having to swim 
further and dive deeper to fi nd 
food, leaving them exhausted and 
sometimes starving.

We’re starting to see newly 
fl edged juveniles. These young 
birds are inexperienced hunters 
and can struggle even more under 
current conditions.

Increased boating activity means 
a higher risk of boat strikes for 
penguins and other seabirds.

With more visitors on beaches, 
encounters with sick or injured 
birds are more likely.

What should you do if you fi nd a 

penguin?

Penguins are not a response 
species. If you fi nd one, please 
leave it in a cool, quiet spot on the 
beach or in the dunes, away from 
people and dogs.

Dogs on beaches during 
prohibited times should be 
reported to Thames-Coromandel 
District Council (07 868 0200).

If a bird is clearly injured, you can 
take it to a local vet clinic – but 
please note that euthanasia is 
often the likely outcome.

Dead birds can be buried above 
the high tide mark.

We know this advice can be hard 
to hear, but it refl ects the reality 
of our changing climate. The best 
thing we can do is let nature take 
its course.

Thank you for helping us care for 
our wildlife.

– Anita Pearson, DOC

Little Blue advice Will you help?

Will is still a front line Police O�  cer 
and Sergeant in Charge right here in 
Whangamatā. Will and his fi ancé live 
in our beautiful little town and have 
two sons under fi ve.

Fundraising e� orts have been long 
and protracted due the state of 
play with Pharmac and no further 
available funded treatments for Will. 
That means he must pay from his 
own pocket to access treatment. 
Treatment that is available here in 
New Zealand, but that for the last 8 
years, Pharmac has declined to fund.

As a small insight, per week here in 
New Zealand it is $10,000 for one 
15ml injection under the skin, taking 
approximately 3-5 minutes. 

Currently Will is traveling and 
funding, on a weekly basis to access 
cancer treatments abroad. Not a 
cheap exercise! 

BOOK SPACE NOW!
REPCO BEACH HOP MAGAZINE 2026 IS UNDERWAY!

DON’T MISS OUT! SECURE YOUR SPACE  
IN 12,000 MAGAZINES

Jennie 021 0232 1661 or whangamatanews@gmail.com

DEADLINES
Booking Deadline Friday, 30 Jan 2026
Setting Deadline Wednesday, 4 Feb 2026
Camera Ready Deadline Monday, 9 Feb 2026

Scan the QR code to head to the Give a Little website 
to make a donation. For direct donations, there is a 
dedicated fundraising bank account. Be sure to leave 
your name and a message as reference please! 
WILLIAM HAMILTON
06-0457-0769055-51

• Kitchens
• Joinery
• Wardrobe Solutions

For top-notch craftmanship & expertise in joinery & cabinetry
contact 07 863 8962  |  info@bakerjoinery.co.nz

Or pop into our Show Room 46 Johnston Street, Waihi

SHOW ROOM OPEN SATURDAYS

• Laundry
• Bathrooms
• Pre-Hung Doors

Baker Joinery Ltd
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As we step into the new year, Waihī Police want 
to share what’s been happening locally – and how 
your e� orts are helping keep our community safe.

We’ve seen an increase in burglaries, but thanks 
to your calls about suspicious behaviour, many 
crimes have been stopped before they started. Your 
vigilance matters – keep it up!

Shoplifting has spiked too. If you’re struggling, 
please don’t risk a criminal record for groceries. 
Come see us – we can help connect you with a food 
parcel or the Salvation Army. It’s a far better option 
than a court date!

Christmas and New Year kept us busy, and now 
with summer in full swing, we remind everyone 
about water safety, responsible drinking, and safe 
driving. If you’ve had a few, wait a decent period 
before driving the next day – sleeping it o�  doesn’t 
guarantee you’re sober.

Sadly, we’ve caught far too many drink drivers lately. 
This isn’t the kind of record-breaking we want. Plan 
ahead, use a sober driver, or call a cab. Let’s keep 
everyone safe.

We’ve also noticed an increase in drug activity 
around town. Please stay vigilant – if you see 
something that doesn’t look right, let us know. You 
can report anonymously through Crime Stoppers on 
0800 555 111. Your information helps us tackle this 
issue and keep Waihī safe.

Thank you for your support – together, we can keep 
our community thriving.

Stay safe, stay smart – and let’s keep the drama on 
Netfl ix, not in Waihī!

– Rachel Gillingham, A/Sergeant, 
OC Station, Paeroa

Waihi Police Report Whangamata Police Report 

Saturday 24 January, 10am - 2pm  
on the beach by the  

WHANGAMATA SURF CLUB
Come fly your kite or available on the day 
for $10 & support our Whangamata RSA

Kids' Kite Day Whangamata

Quality labelled pre-loved, new & 
near-new clothing, shoes & handbags

AFFORDABLE PRICES
$20 OFF all clothing �35 and over!

Open daily from 10.00am until 3.00pm
Ph 0274 989 360 • Port Rd, next to Whangamata Pharmacy

HELLO
WHANGAMATA
& WAIHI BEACH

VISIT HELLOWORLD TRAVEL - YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL PROFESSIONALS
WITH AGENTS NOW AVAILABLE IN WHANGAMATA & WAIHI BEACH

Helloworld Travel Thames -  
Waihi Beach Village and Town Centre Whangamata 

07 868 9260 thames@travel.helloworld.co.nz  

Happy New Year from the team here at 
the station. We are well and truly into the 
summer policing period now and there 
appears to be no shortage of work. While 
over the new year period it was much 
the same, there still appears to be an 
overwhelming and somewhat noticeable 
increase in young persons being supplied 
alcohol and sent on their merry way. I think 
it can be done better and safer. This goes 
not only for the summer period, but year 
round wherever you may be.

Boats on the road are not a safe place for 
passengers to sit while driving to and from 
the boat ramp. Last week, a ute towing 
a boat was stopped with three children 
under fi ve and one adult in the boat. 
This could end up an absolute tragedy. 
Accidents happen, that is a given and we 
do everything to prevent those. If one of 
those boats with passengers was T-Boned 
at an intersection you can only imagine the 
situation that would be faced. This goes for 
Jet Skis also. Please please don’t do it. Think 
ahead of the risks.

In the fi rst week of January it was more 
than likely noticed that a motorbike was 
avoiding Police. That motorbike was stolen 
from the Netherton area and ended up in 
our area. The o� ender who was known 
to Police was also breaching his bail 
conditions also. Just north of Whangamatā 
the o� ender committed a burglary, taking 
a fuel container from a boat, most likely to 
broaden his escape. The bike was shadowed 
and ran out of fuel at the base of Ramarama 
hill (Whangamatā side) where the o� ender 
went bush for a number of hours. A police 
dog came along and began tracking the 
male for a considerable period of time 

also. An eagle eyed resident in the area 
noticed a person that looked out of place 
around their house and called 111. This gave 
us an updated start point for the Police 
Dog. Sta�  went deep into farm land where 
they located and arrested the o� ender. 
The o� ender, a 28 year old male is now 
remanded in custody for a future court date 
with a few extra charges to answer. We 
thank the farmers and residents in the area 
for their patience and cooperation. Certainly 
made fi nding this person a lot easier.

Recently we had a few dishonesty incidents 
involving the same person, one being 
a petrol drive o�  and the other being 
shoplifting. It was discovered that the 
person had left town but we were quickly 
notifi ed by the community when the person 
returned to town where he was arrested 
at the address he was staying at. It was 
discovered that there were other incidents 
around the north island where he was the 
identifi ed o� ender also. He was charged for 
these incidents and bailed to appear in the 
Waihī District Court at a later date.

Just a reminder of the phone numbers to 
call when you need Police. If it is happening 
now and urgent call 111. If there is no urgency 
and can wait a little while, for example a 
stolen bike and you don’t know when it 
happened, call 105. You can also report non 
urgent matters online to 105 at www.police.
govt.nz/use-105, even a non-injury fender 
bender.

Keep safe, drive sober and have a great 
end of summer break.

– Sergeant Will Hamilton, 
O�  cer in Charge, Whangamata Police



4        Whangamatā & Waihi NEWS  -  ISSUE 158: 23 JANUARY, 2026

A new early childhood initiative 
inspired by the Reggio Emilia 
philosophy begins in Opoutere this 
term, with plans to offer young 
tamariki/children a forest-based 
learning experience grounded in 
curiosity, emotional security and 
nature connection.

The approach traces back to 
northern Italy shortly after the 
Second World War, when a group 
of women in the town Reggio Emilia 
sought a more humane and hopeful 
future for their children. Their vision 
viewed young learners as capable 
citizens with ideas, voices, and a 
deep connection to community and 
environment.

“Reggio sees learning as something 
that unfolds through relationship 
with people, with place and with 
the natural world,” says educator 
and programme founder Laura van 
Leeuwen of Whangamatā. “The 
environment isn’t just a backdrop. It 
becomes a teacher in its own right.”

Rather than rushing children 
through outcomes, Reggio 
philosophy emphasises exploration, 
wonder and co-constructed 
meaning, with experiences revisited 
over time. “It’s a bit like waiata,” van 
Leeuwen says. “When you return to 
them, new layers of understanding 
emerge.”

That philosophy underpins Wonder 
Woods, a forest playgroup van 
Leeuwen plans to establish locally 
from Term 1, 2026.

Van Leeuwen brings more than a 
decade of experience to the project, 
having taught at Tairua School and 
Hikuai School, worked as a Resource 
Teacher: Learning and Behaviour 
across the Hauraki region, and later 
as a Learning Support Coordinator 
within the Coromandel Kāhui 
Ako, supporting schools and ECE 
services in Opoutere, Hikuai, Tairua, 
Whenuakite and Coroglen. She 
has also completed postgraduate 
study in specialist teaching and a 
Diploma in Positive Psychology and 
Wellbeing.

“Across all of those roles, my focus 
has always been on children’s 
emotional security, curiosity and 
sense of belonging,” she says.

Wonder Woods is being developed 
in partnership with Matariki Forests, 
with permission and safety planning 

underway, and in conversation with 
kaumātua to honour the learning 
held within the land. The programme 
plans to tread lightly, nurturing 
tikanga of the environment — 
including simple practices such as 
not taking kai into the forest — with 
sessions based between the forest 
and the newly refurbished Opoutere 
Hall.

Motherhood has given the work 
added weight. “As my son moves 
through his first thousand days, 
I’m constantly reminded how 
foundational those early years 
are for emotional safety, trust and 
secure attachment,” van Leeuwen 
says. “Wonder Woods has grown 
from that place — a gentle, rhythm-
based programme where toddlers 
and preschoolers can learn with 
nature, in relationship, and at their 
own pace.”

Expressions of interest are now 
open for families, with the Term 1 
programme proposed to begin in 
Week 2, dependent on local uptake.

“My hope,” she says, “is that Wonder 
Woods will create a calm, connected 
forest space for our youngest 
tamariki — and that we can build it 
together as a community.”

Wonder Woods starts Wednesday 
11 February. Enrolments close: 
Friday 6 February. To register 
interest or learn more, email: 
thecuriositycircuit@gmail.com

– Jennie Black

Roots of a forest classroom

WIN  

THESE! 
4 Wall Sculptures 

by Clint C

‘Life Saver’ 
Raffle 

All proceeds to WSLSC

$20 ticket, 300 tickets
Purchase at WSLSC or The Little Gallery

Live Draw Sat 24th January 2026
Results published in Whangamata & Waihi News

Sponsored by  
Clint C and

Live Draw Sat 24 Jan at 6pm 

at the Whangamata Surf Club
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One of our J16 Girls Waka Ama 
teams, proudly known as Sandy 
Cheeks, recently took on the 
challenge of the 2026 Waka Ama 
Sprint Nationals, competing in 
both the 500m straight and the 
demanding 1000m three-turn 
events. For these rangatahi, 
earning their place on the national 
stage was the result of months 
of hard training, discipline, and 
commitment to both their waka 
and each other.

This year’s Nationals delivered an 
elite calibre of racing, with many 
crews competing with clear Worlds’ 
Intent. The intensity across all 
divisions reflected that ambition, 
and Sandy Cheeks found themselves 
racing among crews with depth of 
experience and refined race craft.. 
While the results did not see them 
place, the performances themselves 
revealed meaningful progress and 
genuine potential.

One of the standout strengths of 
Sandy Cheeks was their starts. 
Explosive, powerful, and well-timed, 
the girls consistently launched off 
the line with confidence, positioning 
themselves up with the fleet early. In 
races where momentum is critical, 
their ability to generate speed from 
the outset demonstrated the quality 
of their preparation and belief in one 
another.

In the 1000m three-turn event, 

stamina remains an area for 
continued development as the 
sustained pace of elite crews began 
to tell. However, their turns were a 
clear highlight. Entering and exiting 
with control, accuracy, and technical 
skill, the girls matched elite crews 

at each turn, often stealing placings 
through clean execution and sharp 
communication. These moments 
provided a powerful morale boost 
and reinforced their growing race 
intelligence.

Across both events, Sandy Cheeks 

also achieved a significant milestone 
by beating their regional qualifying 
times. This measurable improvement 
at the highest level confirms that 
progress is not only visible, but 
imminent.

While Nationals 2026 may not 
have delivered podium finishes, it 
delivered confidence, clarity, and 
momentum. Sandy Cheeks leave 
knowing their strengths, committed 
to their growth, and with their best 
racing still to come — as they set 
their sights on Secondary Schools 
Sprint Nationals 2026 in March. 
Look out for our fleet of paddlers.

“As both a parent and team 
manager, I could not be more 
proud of these girls. Listening to 
them strategise the night before 
racing — openly communicating, 
planning how to build momentum, 
and executing their turns — was 
genuinely inspiring. Each girl brings 
a unique strength, and the way they 
listen, respect different ideas, and 
support one another are life skills 
that extend far beyond waka ama. 
Through Simone’s guidance, the girls 
have learned to truly look out for 
each other, racing as a connected 
collective. Waka ama is more than 
competition; it is connection — to 
each other, to whānau, and to the 
water.” Leonie Sudmersen, Team 
Manager / Bayleys Club Sponsor 
Rep

WWW.WHANGAMATACLUB.CO.NZFACEBOOK.COM/THEWHANGACLUB404 PORT ROAD P. 07 865 8705

Auckland Anniversary
Toucan – Saturday 24th January

Mark Huckstep – Sunday 25th January

Waitangi Weekend
Gerry Lee – Friday 6th February

Jesse Wilde – Saturday 7th February

Long weekend entertainment

Sandy Cheeks: Strength forged on the national stage
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PAUANUI

Wonderest Sleep Easy 3
Queen Bed

$1,199O
N

LY

Wonderest Sleep Easy 3
Queen Bed

A durable bed with the comfort of 
pocket spring technology. 

Summer Sale. 
On now!

55% off Swisstek Beds 
and Mattresses!

Available rolled in a bag for easy 
transport. Grab one in-store.

Elements Wave 3 ‘Grab & Go’  
Queen Mattress

$449O
N

LY

Serenity Eden 
Queen Bed

$2,699N
O

W
 

FR
O

M

Featuring temperature control for a 
premium sleep experience.

Swisstek Elite 
Queen Bed

$4,499N
O

W

Experience the Swiss-inspired quality of 
a market-leading spring system.

Swisstek Select 
Queen Bed

$3,509N
O

W

Keep cool with 
temperature 
regulating KülKōte.

Summer Sale ends 10.02.26. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in 
conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details.  30-Day Comfort Guarantee available for in-store purchases only. We reserve the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. 
All products are advertised in good faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available in selected stores only.

Day comfort
guarantee.

30BedsRus Store

Store Address

Phone Number

bedsrus.co.nz

Locally 
owned & 
operated.Day comfort

guarantee.

30BedsRus 
Store Name Store Address

Phone Number Locally 
owned & 
operated.

Featuring temperature control for a Experience the Swiss-inspired quality of 
a market-leading spring system.

Summer Sale ends 10.02.26. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in 

a market-leading spring system.

bedsrus.co.nz

419 Port Rd, Whangamata • 07 865 9027
bedsrus.co.nz

94 Seddon St, Waihi • 07 863 8787

What a magic afternoon for the 
Pauanui Long en Blanc Lunch. 
Weather played the part after 
a few days of rain. The guests 
arrived with chilly bins, fi shing 
box chillies, candelabras, all 
the trimming to decorate their 
tables, the Moët was fl owing 
and the crayfi sh arrived. What 
else could you ask for. The band 
where playing and the venue was 
something else. The stunning 
Duck Point with it’s magnifi cent 
views and grounds. Surplus funds 
from today will go to buy special 
traps for the Pauanui trail and 
Predator Free Pauanui. Thank you 
for the great support for today 
and the great vibes for a great 
fun event in beautiful Pauanui. 

– Pat Courtney

Magic for a day
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