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Whatever the site, we'll help you 
create the perfect home. 

614 Port Rd, Whangamatā  E: coromandel@jennian.co.nz  P: 07 865 6767

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Anzac Day is a sacred tradition 
for many New Zealanders. It’s an 
opportunity to remember those 
who have served and to rekindle our 
connection to some of the seminal 
moments which have shaped who 
we are as Kiwis.

For many people, it’s a day to share 
the experiences of a grandparent 
or parent who served in the World 
Wars, others reminisce about their 
own time in the military and those 
they served alongside. And for an 
increasing number of Kiwis without 
a direct connection to a veteran, 
Anzac Day is the chance to refl ect 
on what it means to serve our 
country and to honour the sacrifi ces 
that have been made so we can live 
in peace.

This year’s service took on added 
signifi cance as we marked the 110th 
anniversary of the Gallipoli landings. 
Our country, and the world, has 
changed drastically in that time, 
but the solemn tradition of coming 
together to remember and honour 
the sacrifi ces made by our veterans 
remains integral to who we are 
today.

A sincere thank you to our local 

RSAs who continue to work behind 
the scenes to assist veterans and to 
preserve the memory of all those 
who served. These volunteers 
organise the Poppy Appeal, as well 
as Anzac commemorations which 
are attended by so many around our 
region and the rest of New Zealand.

Even though Anzac Day 
commemorations have grown to 
include greater recognition for 
service personnel who served in 
confl ict zones throughout our 
nation’s history, the Anzac Day 
Act doesn’t o�  cially acknowledge 
confl icts after 1966. Thankfully, there 
is an amendment going through 
Parliament which will rectify this 
oversight and commemorate all 
those who have served New Zealand 
in wars and war-like situations, 
including those who have given 
non-military service, such as the 
Home Guard and members of the 
Merchant Navy.

The Anzac Day Amendment Bill is 
expected to be passed in time for 
Anzac Day 2026

Lest We Forget.

– Authorised by Scott Simpson MP, 
614 Pollen St, Thames

110th Anniversary of the 
Gallipoli LandingsThe Whangamatā community 

is once again coming together 
to celebrate Matariki, the 
Māori New Year, with a vibrant 
series of events from June 20 
to 22. Building on the strong 
relationship between the 
Whangamatā Art Collective, 
the local iwi, and the Marae 
committee, this year's 
celebrations promise to be both 
fun and deeply meaningful.

Throughout the three days, the 
public will be treated to a range 
of activities designed to honour 
the spirit of Matariki. Highlights 
include a traditional hāngī, live 
entertainment, and a variety 

of creative and informative 
workshops led by local artists 
and iwi representatives. 
These events aim to share the 
signifi cance of Matariki, weaving 
together storytelling, art, and 
cultural connection.

The Whangamatā Art Collective 
is proud to work closely with 
the Marae and iwi once more, 
refl ecting a strong and respectful 
partnership that enriches the 
celebrations each year. Everyone 
is welcome to come along, learn, 
and enjoy the warmth of the 
community as Whangamatā 
looks to the stars and welcomes 
the new year.

Whangamata gears 
up for Matariki

Artful Insights 

Does your house need washing, 
driveway need water blasting 
or your carpet need cleaning?

No need to stress, we will get the outside 
squeaky clean & the carpets shampooed.

We also undertake small repair jobs.
Call Macca on 027 949 6514 
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We welcome your letters
Your letters must be no longer than 250 words and must be signed 
(no nom de plumes). Send them to whangamatanews@gmail.com. 

Whangamata & Waihi News reserves the right to edit, or to not print, 
submitted letters.

I want to extend our sincere 
thanks for the work Powerco 
has carried out over the past 
year to integrate, connect, and 
strengthen the resilience of our 
electrical network.

Thanks to these e� orts, 
Whangamatā is now experiencing 
signifi cantly fewer power outages. 
Local businesses feel much 
more confi dent in their ability to 
continue serving customers, even 
during bad weather.

On behalf of the town, thank 
you for your commitment to 
delivering a reliable power supply. 
Your work is truly appreciated by 
us all.

Terry Walker
COUNCILLOR TCDC, DEPUTY 
MAYOR

To the CEO and the entire Powerco team
– from leadership to those working on the ground

Our Council is 
running an Economic 
Development Survey for 
local businesses.

We want to hear from 
businesses across 
the district about the 
support they receive 
from our Council, 
current business 
sentiment and ideas for 
future improvements.

The survey is open until 
Saturday 31 May 2025 
and takes just 5-10 
minutes to complete.

Your feedback will help 
guide future Council 
decisions and economic 
development strategies.

The Economic Development team 
at Thames-Coromandel District 
Council would like to know: 

• whether or not your business 
feels supported by council

• current business sentiment

• your thoughts on how we can 
better support businesses over 
the long term.

The results from this survey 
will be included in reports to 

Council, including Long Term Plan 
reporting, where we report on 
key performance measures. They 
will also inform the Economic 
Development teams ongoing work.

By completing the survey, you’ll go 
in the draw to win a free business 
advertising package on CFM.

Go to the site: www.tcdc.govt.
nz/Our-Community/Economic-
Development/Economic-
Development-Survey

Economic Development 
Survey for Local Businesses

WWW.WHANGAMATACLUB.CO.NZFACEBOOK.COM/THEWHANGACLUB404 PORT ROAD P. 07 865 8705

Open 
daily from 

11am

Restaurant
Friday to Sunday from 5:30pm

Bistro
Monday – Friday from 3pm

Saturday & Sunday from 12pm

Dinner menu
From 5pm daily

Purchase any meal over 
$20 on Mother’s Day, scan 

your Membership Card, 
and you’re automatically 
in the draw for a hamper 

full of goodies!
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SMS “Move” to 027 3205 070 
for a no obligation quote

07 866 5589
info@nzmoveit.co.nz
www.nzmoveit.co.nz

Residential & Commercial
Packing  |  Removals  |  Storage

Local, NZ Wide & Worldwide 
Furniture Relocations

“NZ Move It team were incredibly careful with 
my fragile items - the care was very evident!  
Nothing was too hard to assist with - I highly 
recommend their services”

P. McNeill, 2025 (repeat customer)

“The guys were both really nice.  They arrived on 
time and the move went perfectly.  They were 
efficient and worked hard.  It could not have 
been a better experience (and I have moved 
house almost 50 times over the years!)”

R. Preston, 2025

“The boys were marvellous. Couldn’t fault them!”

T. and L. True, 2025

We have an exceptional reputation. 
Just look what our recent customers have to say!

Can collect bulky 
online purchases

Weekly runs 
to Auckland

Small jobs - 
no problem!
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Positive support for heartland rugby
On Anzac Friday, the Whangamata 
Rugby Club had the pleasure of 
hosting the NZRFU CEO Mark 
Robinson in a Q & A session led 
by the Rugby Club Manager Peter 
Gilbert. In an entertaining and 
informative presentation he shared 
all things rugby with members of 
the public, Red and White Club 
members and club sponsors.

Mark began by saying how pleased 
everyone is about the level of rugby 
being played in Super Rugby and 
reflects the decision to ensure that 
the All Blacks be selected from 
those players playing domestically. 
New rules and the officials are also 
having a positive effect on the 
speed and nature of the game.

He talked about the All Black brand 
which is helping in the spread of 
the game globally. Having the All 
Blacks play in non-traditional venues 
and countries is not only doing that 
but it is a very good revenue earner 
for the NZRFU. The success of the 
Black Ferns 7s and XVs are also 
having a major impact on the Brand. 
Mark projected up a spreadsheet 
and talked through some very 
interesting stats. In the last financial 
year the NZRFU’s revenue was 
almost $100 million more than 
Ireland, Sth Africa and Australia 
and the reserves substantially more 
than any other union. One pleasing 
stat for the Union is the 1,180,000 
YouTube subscribers for Fantasy 
Rugby; far in excess of all other 
unions.

He was very impressed by the 
efforts and results of recruitment of 
players, both male and female, in the 
Valley where locally the numbers 
increased last year considerably 
ahead of the national figures. Mark 
introduced another Board member 
in attendance whose role is to 
increase player numbers nationally. 
He explained that numbers of active 
participants in all sports including 
rugby fall off dramatically after Yr 

10 at school and this presents a 
challenge. But as Mark highlighted, 
with our small population compared 
to other countries playing the 
game, we still have 156,000 players 
registered.

He then made it clear that with 
the Silver Lake deal and successful 
negotiations with Ineos the 
funding of up to $10000 based 
on registrations would go to clubs 
for new initiatives, equipment and 

resources for at least the next 
two years. Mark is committed to 
ensuring that Heartland rugby is 
not neglected in any distribution 
of funding. This left those present 
very pleased and positive about the 
funding stream for both the Valley 
and Whangamata rugby.

- Peter Gilbert 
Photos by Mark James, 

Whangamatā News
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After more than 40 years of 
dedication and perseverance a 
major milestone has been reached 
in the journey to establish a Marae 
in Whangamatā. On Tuesday the 
22nd of April the lease for 101 
Lindsay Road was officially signed, 
securing the future site of the 
Whangamatā Community Marae 
and Wellbeing Hub.

The lease was signed by Gary 
Gotleib and Terry Walker on 
behalf of the Thames-Coromandel 
District Council (TCDC), alongside 
Michelle Crooke and Peter Priest 
representing the Whangamatā 
Community Marae and Wellbeing 
Hub Trust.

The lease signing follows decades 
of effort that began in the 1970s, 
when a group of local kaumātua 
and whānau formed the first 
Whangamatā Marae Committee. 
They recognised the cultural and 
spiritual importance of establishing 
a Marae in the area — a place to 
stand, to gather, and to uphold 
Māori tikanga (customs) and 
identity. Although land was offered 
on two previous occasions, those 
opportunities did not come to 
fruition. Despite this, the committee 
— sustained over the years by new 
members and fresh energy — never 
gave up.

Over the past 10 years, the Marae 
Committee has worked closely with 
the Thames-Coromandel District 
Council to secure a suitable site for 
the Marae and develop a robust 
business case.

Throughout this process, a number 
of local community groups have 
come on board, recognising the 
opportunity to develop a Wellbeing 
Hub in collaboration with the 
Marae. Support from organisations 
such as the Eastern Coromandel 
Community Services Trust, 
Whangamatā Resource Recovery 
Trust, Whangamatā Arts Collective, 
and Menzshed Whangamatā has 
been vital, as has the partnership 
with mana whenua Ngāti Pū.

The community came together 
again on Saturday, 26 April, to 
celebrate with a dawn ceremony 
to bless the land, led by Andre 
Taikato and Ngāti Pū. Whānau, 
hapū, iwi, and members of the wider 
Whangamatā community gathered 
at the harbour as two traditional 
punga (anchor stones) were 
brought ashore by waka and blessed 
in a powerful gesture symbolising 
grounding and connection.

The punga were gifted by Te 
Awheroa Gilbert on behalf on Te 
Urungawera. One will remain as the 
mauri stone for the Whangamatā 
Community Marae and the other 
was gifted to Ngāti Pū to be part of 
their Marae in Hikutaia, cementing 
the relationship between the two – 
Hikutaia ki uta, Whangamatā ki tai.

A pōwhiri followed at the 
site, hosted by Ngāti Pū, who 
were acknowledged for their 
manaakitanga and leadership. The 
site was then blessed to clear the 
way and to invoke guidance and 
safety for the project ahead.

These events were deeply moving 

for those present, many of whom 
have been part of the kaupapa for 
decades. The moment also served 
as a tribute to those founding 
committee members who have 
passed on but whose vision still 
guides the project today.

With the lease secured, the next 
phase of the project is already 
underway. Design and planning 
for the Marae and Wellbeing 
Hub facilities have begun, with 
the goal of creating a space that 
reflects both cultural identity and 
community wellbeing. Once the 
design phase is complete, the focus 
will shift to capital fundraising to 
bring the vision to life.

To learn more or get involved, visit 
www.101.org.nz

– Ryan Thompson

Whangamata Marae vision becomes reality

Signing of the Marae lease.

Dawn blessing.Gary Gotlieb & Terry Walker sign the lease on behalf of TCDC.

Historic lease signing and land blessing
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