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Two towns...
Mighty clash
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New approach planned

Taking a new approach with
the backing of its community
is behind an initiative being
proposed by the Whangamata
Community Board.

To launch this a public meeting
is planned on Friday, May 22 to
which the Board is hoping to
attract representatives from the
many local community groups
across Whangamata, Onemana
and Opoutere.

Community Board Chairman,
Mark Drury, said over the years a
significant amount of work had
gone into ensuring the district
provided the appropriate appeal
for visitors, while at the same time
making locals feel proud.

form the respective leadership
groups.

“These groups will then work
alongside members of the
community board with an
alignment enabling initiatives
being identified and then
activated.”

He said the board is aware more
work is urgently needed.

“Our beaches and harbours are
critical assets and while the likes
of Whangamata Harbour Care

and other community groups
continue to do outstanding work,
we want to ensure they are further
supported.

Mark said when the new board was
elected a walk around the district
was undertaken with many things
being identified needing attention.

“At the same time, we want all

of those people involved with

the harbours and beaches to be
engaged with what is going on,”
said Mark. “It is important we
maximise our resources and take a
unified approach with projects and
activities.”

“While there are some short-term
projects, we also need to set

the longer-term objectives and
then work together to achieve
appropriate resourcing.”

He encouraged people to attend
the meeting so they can get a
clear understanding of what is
proposed in the hope they will
become engaged and join in.

To achieve this two community
forums will be established under
the banners of Town Restoration

and Harbour Restoration. The meeting is being held at the

Whangamata Golf Club’s Titoki
Clubhouse, 10am, Friday May 22.
For more information you can
contact Mark Drury 029 355 1317
or John Freer 027 483 9426.

Mark said community group
representatives and individuals
were being asked to consider
putting their names forward to

This weekend away Waihi
9th May away Mercury Bay (Whitianga)
16th away Hauraki North (Waitakaruru)
23rd May bye - no game
30th May at home vs Mercury Bay
6th June vs Thames in Thames
13th June vs Waihou in Te Aroha
20th June at home vs Waihi
27th June at home vs Hauraki North
4th July at home vs Te Aroha

We have a Red and White night every Friday before a home game.
We are also opening the bar from 5pm on Wednesday afternoons for
members and supporters.

DELIVERERS WANTED

IN WHANGAMATA

GET PAID TO GO FORA WALK

Hottest delivery rate in town, $20 per route at rate.
One delivery per fortnight with a 2-3 day window to deliver.
Most routes take approximately 1 hour.
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Contact Jennie Black 021 0232 1661
email whangamatanews@gmail.com

HON SCOTT SIMPSON

MP for Coromandel

Expanded Role for
Community Pharmacists

Timely access to healthcare is
important to all New Zealanders,
and I'm pleased the Government
has announced a proposal which
will expand the role of community
pharmacists so people can get
faster, more affordable treatment for
common health issues.

From June this year, families will

be able to access treatments

for common health conditions
through their local pharmacy. That
means they won'’t always need to
wait for a GP appointment or pay
full over-the-counter prices for
straightforward treatments for their
children.

Participating pharmacists will be
able to assess symptoms, provide
consultations, and supply publicly
funded medicines for issues like pain
and fever, oral renydration, head lice,
scabies, and conjunctivitis.

In many rural communities, like
those up and down the Coromandel,

pharmacies are among the

most accessible health services.
Expanding their role will result in

an improved availability of funded
treatment, as well as making it
easier for families to get timely care
when a doctor’s appointment isn’t
immediately available.

To support the delivery of these
services, Health New Zealand has
established a $5 million per year
Extended Pharmacy Services

Fund, and Pharmac will update

the Pharmaceutical Schedule to
support direct provision of funded
medicines under existing pharmacy
agreements.

This is positive news for families
across New Zealand, because it will
take pressure off GPs while ensuring
families still get the care they need
from highly trained pharmacists.

- Authorised by Scott Simpson MP.,
614 Pollen St, Thames

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
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0800 550 330 - scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
@ scottsimpsonmp
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Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.
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Whangamata News met with Ralph
Pitcher President of Whangamata
Lions and Kevin Brookes at

Moana House to discuss a major
refurbishment to the five older
cottages to house much needed
staff, who care for our community
in their golden years.

Kevin told us "we need to bring back
to life the five cottages which are
dearly needed, they are all very tatty
and have been left for some time.
The plan is to remove rubbish from
the 5 sites, get the outside areas
cleared, water blasted and ready to

start for contractors to come in and
have a clean run at it.”

This is a win-win to reconnect our
community, it's also an opportunity
for our Lions group to seek active,
younger muscled members to assist,
going forward they would look to
having an annual community day up
here, cleaning grounds, keeping up
on general maintenance, a very large
entity.”

Staff are needed immediately and so
completion for the first 2 cottages
is the 26th May. A short timeline
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but with community help this
weekend, it could get sites cleaned
for contractors to re-roof, paint
exteriors, getting them all upgraded
to meet rental accommodation
standards.

Economics cant allow the budget
to be stretched, more than the
contractor quotes.

To those reading this, can you help?

Support the Whangamata Lions
each day from 10am this weekend,
bring your garden gloves, tools and
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Lions Project work to begin this weekend

The work takes place this Saturday, 9 May and Sunday, 10 May, from 10am.

get stuck in by clearing rubbish

and surrounds. Until you need the
community care facility, or you have
had parents here, then you will know
and understand the importance

of volunteerism. Parking signs will
show you where to park for the day
as space is limited.

It's all outside work, putting all
waste in trailers.

WILL YOU HELP?
IT CAN NOT WAIT!

- Jennie Black, photos by Mark James
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No mining

Coromandel Greens celebrate
decision that protects public rights
over active mining interests

The recent Court of Appeal decision
is a significant moment for the
Coromandel, and a testament to

the persistence of local people who
have stood up, decade after decade,
for the protection of our ngahere,
and the Coromandel Greens were
pleased to see the decision.

“We want to acknowledge the
extraordinary work of Ours Not
Mines, led by Morgan Donaghue,
whose commitment and careful
legal challenge made this outcome
possible.” says Green Party
Coromandel electorate candidate
Pamela Grealey. “This is not just a
single campaign, but part of a much
longer story, one that the Donaghue
whanau have carried for more than
45 years in their defence of the
Coromandel.”

“This continuity matters and it
reflects a deep connection to place,
and a determination to protect it for
future generations, no matter how
long the road.”

Across the region, many local
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We welcome your letters! Email to: whangamatanews@gmail.com

groups and individuals have
contributed to the broader

kaupapa of protecting the areas
unique environment. From formal
submissions to on-the-ground
advocacy, it is this collective effort
that continues to shape the future of
the Coromandel.

“This decision is one step in that
ongoing journey. The work to
protect our forests and waterways
continues, and it will take all of us.”

“We will watch with interest how this
decision is received in the context of
the Fast Track Approvals Act under
which the broader consent was
granted.

Toith te whenua, toitl te tangata.

Pamela Grealey
GREEN COROMANDEL CANDIDATE

Fonterra brands

In support of Keith Melville (NZH
20/4/26) plainly, there are some
interesting opinions on where
Fonterra's loyalties should lie

when strategic policy decisions

are taken on behalf of their farmer
shareholders. Shareholder approval
is also sought.

Join Us For Our

longridgecountryestate.co.nz

OPEN DAY

Saturday, 16 May, 10am -

2pm

O califree: 0800 928 928

To some degree it is understandable
that domestic customers have a
sense of ownership in iconic brands
through their ongoing purchases
and trust in the quality of these
products over many years.

However, to add a little context,
these are global brands and our
domestic market represents only
five percent of all dairy product that
we sell on the international market.

It should also be noted that Fonterra
is owned by its farmer shareholders
and are therefore the owners of
the brands and their capital value.
The brands and the countless
products that Fonterra sells to the
world have been developed over
many decades at the expense of
the farmer shareholders. The costs
involved in processing, research
and development and brand
development are all borne by

the farmer with their payout and
dividends based on the residual
revenue after costs have been met.

While broad entitlement to opinion
on industry affairs is valid for such a
vital sector in our nations economy,
the views of people directly involved
should surely carry more weight.

George Williams
WHANGAMATA

Court of Appeal
decision
disappointing’
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OCEANAGOLD

WAIHI OPERATION

Alison Paul, OceanaGold’s
Senior Vice President for
Legal and Public Affairs, says
that the recent decision by
the Court of Appeal declaring
the decision by Hauraki
District Council to grant a
licence for the Company

to occupy a paper road as
unlawful was disappointing.

‘While we are surprised by
this decision, it is important
to understand that it in no
way affects the Fast-track
approval of the Waihi North
Project which we received

in December 2025 or the
Company'’s plans. Our timeline
for project development and
eventual ore production from
Wharekirauponga remains
unchanged.’

- Alison Paul,

OceanaGold Senior Vice
President in New Zealand for
Legal and Public Affairs
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Come and have a look around
Longridge on Saturday 16 May,
from 10am to 2pm.

View a selection of two and three
bedroom retirement villas, with
prices starting from $730,000.

A limited number of villas also offer

a 50% share in future capital gain.

Weekly fee fixed for life from age 75.
Bookings are appreciated.

il
. Saturday 16 May | 10am-2pm
x|

Visit longridgecountryestate.co.nz
or call 0800 928 928

0 44 Waimarei Ave, Paeroa



Meeting to Inform

Community invited to hear
plans for Whangamat
Marae and Wellbeing Hub

The Whangamat community will
soon have the opportunity to see
the vision for the Whangamat
Community Marae and Wellbeing
Hub, with a public meeting planned
for Sunday the 17th of May to share
the concept plans for 101 Lindsay
Road.

The meeting will provide residents
with an overview of the work
completed over the past year and

o er a closer look at the developing
plans for the site. Organisers say the
meeting will be an important chance
for the community to stay informed,
ask questions, and contribute to a
project designed to create a lasting
cultural and wellbeing space for
future generations.

In April last year, the project reached
a signi cant milestone with the
signing of the lease for 101 Lindsay
Road and the formal change of the
land’s status from commercial use
to a Community Purpose Reserve.
The lease signing was followed by
a blessing of the whenua, a moving
and symbolic occasion that brought
together wh nau, hap , iwi, and
members of the wider community. It
was a celebration and a moment of
re ection, honouring the journey of
over 40 years to reach this point.

Since then signi cant groundwork
has been completed behind the

scenes. $75,000 in funding was
secured with contributions from
Lotteries, Community Organisations
Grants Scheme, TCDC Waste Levy
Fund and community stakeholders.

Several technical assessments
have been completed to support
the design process, including
geotechnical, stormwater,
contamination and topographical
investigations, helping ensure
the site is suitable for future
development. Alongside this work,
stakeholders have spent the past
year developing concept plans

in collaboration with architects,
community partners, and mana
whenua to create a design that
re ects our community and meets
our needs.

Project Manager Ryan Thompson

locals about Hub

said the planning phase has been
both complex and rewarding,
particularly given the ambition of
bringing multiple community groups
together within a shared space.

“Designing a site that can meet the
needs of a wide range of groups

is always going to be challenging,”
Thompson said. “But what has made
this process work is the willingness
of everyone involved to collaborate
and look beyond individual needs
toward a shared long-term vision for
the community.”

The project brings together a
unique partnership of organisations,
including the Whangamat
Community Marae Trust, Eastern
Coromandel Community Services
Trust, Whangamat

Resource Recovery Trust,
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Whangamat Arts Collective,
Menzshed Whangamat , and Lions
Whangamat .

The concept plans are now
complete and ready to present

to the wider community. All are
welcome to attend the meeting
on Sunday the 17th of May, 1pm
at the Whangamat Area School
Gym. Organisers say the meeting is
an important opportunity to hear
where the project has come from,
where it is heading, and how the
wider community can be part of
bringing the vision to life.

PUBLIC MEETING
Whangamat Community Marae
and Wellbeing Hub:

Sunday 17th May, 1pm at the
Whangamat Area School Gym.
All welcome, nau mai, haere mai.
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.. Hamper Giveaway
Sunday 10" May

Purchase any meal over
$20 on Mothers Day,
scan your Membership
Card, and you're
automatically in the
draw for a Hamperfuﬂ

of goodies!
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