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Rarely seen – ‘Birdies’ abound
Photos: Kōmako and Bayleys Paradise Coast Golf 

Classic by Mark James, Whangamatā News
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Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Back in May 2025, the Government 
signalled that we were going to 
make it easier and cheaper for 
people to receive their medical 
prescriptions.

We’re following through on 
this promise by increasing 
the maximum prescription to 
12-months, which will give people a 
little bit more certainty and free up 
GPs’ time by reducing the number 
of appointments that only dealt 
with routine prescription renewals.

This change comes into e� ect 
from 1 February 2026 and it will 
make it more convenient for 
people to manage their long-term, 
stable conditions. It’s estimated 
that patients could save up to $105 
per year in reduced GP fees.

It’s important to note that 
the 12-month prescription is a 
maximum, not a requirement. 
The prescriber is still responsible 

for determining the appropriate 
length of the prescription; this just 
provides more fl exibility for them 
to make their clinical decision.

Nothing changes regarding 
picking up your repeats from the 
pharmacy; the maximum supply 
that you can receive at one time is 
still three months (and six months 
for an oral contraceptive). And 
for some medicines, there is a 
maximum supply of one month 
under Pharmac rules to manage 
supply.

This is a practical change that 
reduces the hassle of getting a 
doctor’s appointment just to get 
a script renewed. It’s a simple step 
which saves people’s time and 
money, and takes some pressure 
o�  parts of the health system.

– Authorised by Scott Simpson MP, 
614 Pollen St, Thames

Making prescriptions 
easier and cheaper for 
New Zealanders

Fundraiser a success

Saturday 21st February 2026
12-4pm

Back by popular request, don’t miss out this year, this is 
your excuse to take a pause from your busy lives, invite 
your friends, with an opportunity to make new friends.

Location – well that is a well kept secret, until the day.

Numbers are strictly limited, $45 per person.
BYO picnic lunch and beverages.

Tables, chairs and umbrellas and live 
music are all provided.
Profits are supporting 

Whangamata Harbour Care.

So simply gather your friends, put the date in 
your diary and scan the QR code to register.

Lunch en Blanc
WHANGAMATA

Thanks to the team at Cabana in 
Pauanui for hosting a fun night for 
a great cause – fundraising for the 
Tairua River Trail.

With a sold out event, guests kept 
giving with the 3 x auction items 
and the great ra�  es. Thank you to 
all that contributed to the auction 
and ra�  es. The guests were 
entertained by local Tim Santner 
that had the dance fl oor rocking. 
Native trees were sold which will be 
planted on the trail for all to enjoy. 

Thank you all that attended to 
help the Tairua Trail trail a bit more 
forward to it’s goal. 

– Pat Courtney

• Kitchens
• Joinery
• Wardrobe Solutions

For top-notch craftmanship & expertise in joinery & cabinetry
contact 07 863 8962  |  info@bakerjoinery.co.nz

Or pop into our Show Room 46 Johnston Street, Waihi

SHOW ROOM OPEN SATURDAYS

• Laundry
• Bathrooms
• Pre-Hung Doors

Baker Joinery Ltd
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BooFBOLAND 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

P O Box 410, Whangamata 3643 
M: 0274 367 254 

E: jenboof@outlook.com 

www.eyeplace.nz        07 865 0007        612 Port Road

For all your eye care needs, 
including glaucoma checks, 
contact lenses, safety 
glasses & fashion frames. 
Open Wednesdays & Fridays

Formerly O'Hagan Vision Care

Climate Politics
Trump is wrong, climate change is not a scam. As 
Jane Smith correctly put it in her excellent article 
(NZH 6/11/25) the climate has always changed, 
otherwise we would still be in the ice age. Her 
article exposes the considerable distance that 
exists between climate science and climate politics.

She highlights the folly of ignoring the science 
of the carbon cycle as it relates to biogenic 
methane. Particularly in the case of livestock 
farming. Climate politics focuses entirely on 
methane emissions and ignores the harvesting of 
atmospheric CO2 in agricultural food production. 
Food is carbon and carbon is food. A by-product is 
methane which is returned to the atmosphere from 
where it originated. Our lush green pastures are a 
vital carbon sink in that process, no less e�  cient 
than the trees that climate politics claims will save 
the world.

The politics would have you believe that forests 
are all about carbon capture. Never mentioned 
are the methane emissions that occur in the same 
way as for agriculture. Tons of forest fl oor litter 
are digested by soil microbes and the resulting 
methane is returned to the atmosphere.

Imagine if the true balance of the carbon cycle 
was recognised, the Greens claim that agriculture 
is responsible for 48% of New Zealand’s emissions 
would be debunked and the billions of dollars we 
pay into the ETS could build hospitals instead.

Clearly, the real scam is climate politics.

George Williams
WHANGAMATĀ

We welcome your letters!  Email to: whangamatanews@gmail.com

Freedom camping in Whanga
What a hell hole we welcome visitors to on 
Beach Road. 

Who deems this is acceptable to park your 
motorhome in?

I doubt anyone would like to park here but 
there is no option as the front spaces were 
taken away because a resident did not like to 
look at them. They pay rates so why should 
others stay there.

We are supposed to be a motorhome-friendly 
town. What a joke.

The only other spot by the beach is at Island 
View where they are dangerously squashed 
together (only 6 spaces) with no space 
between them. They are all carrying gas bottles.

This is totally illegal and we have an unusable 
hump-backed carpark next to it. Come on 
Council, get real and make our town enjoyable 
for visitors who want to be here for a short stay.

K. Baker
WHANGAMATĀ

Enterprise Whangamatā

TOP SHOP
Christmas display 

competition
from 1 to 31 December 2025

Be part of the Christmas scene on Port Rd 
and be in to win cash for being voted 

Best Dressed Shop
1st prize: $500

2nd prize: $200

Scan the QR code to vote:
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Whangamata  |  636 Port Road    |     07 865 8562     |     whangamata@flooringxtra.co.nz

FLOORINGXTRA.CO.NZ

FLOORING TO FLOORING TO 
SUIT YOUR STYLESUIT YOUR STYLE

Phone or email us! We’re measuring & laying! View samples instore!

SERVICE CENTRE

a s s i s t a n c e

Full Mechanical Repairs, Lubrications and 
Services, WOFs, Tyres, Tune ups, Batteries, 
Wheel alignments, Diagnostics.
Scan Tool.
AA Breakdown services
First Assistance Breakdown services

P. 07 865 9435 • 201 Aickin Road, Whangamata
M. 027 608 5770 • E. wgmsc@xtra.co.nz

Coastguard Whangamata assists two stricken vessels

Coastguard Whangamatā successfully assisted two vessels 
experiencing mechanical failure near the Alderman Islands 16 
November, ensuring the safety of all eight people involved.

At approximately 3:30pm on 14 November, Coastguard 
Whangamatā responded to assist two vessels that had lost 
propulsion. One vessel, a 9-metre rigid infl atable boat (RIB) with 
four people on board, was located three nautical miles west of 
the Alderman Islands. The second vessel, a 5-metre RIB with four 
people on board, was drifting within the island group.

Coastguard Whangamatā launched its 9.5-metre rescue vessel, GJ 
Gardner Rescue, crewed by four volunteers. After confi rming the 
fi rst vessel was secure and its occupants safe, the crew proceeded 
to the second vessel near Middle Island. During checks, Coastguard 
learned one person had been free diving near Hongiora Island. GJ 
Gardner Rescue took the vessel under tow while initiating a search 
for the missing diver. The diver was quickly located on rocks on 
the southern side of Hongiora Island. He swam to the rescue vessel 
and was confi rmed fi t and well.

GJ Gardner Rescue then returned to the fi rst vessel. Due to the 
challenging sea and wind conditions, the crew decided to tow 
both vessels together using a “daisy chain” tow confi guration until 
conditions were safe enough for one of the vessels to anchor while 
the other was towed into harbour.

A volunteer from Coastguard Pauanui came aboard and assisted 
with navigating each vessel over the Pauanui-Tairua bar one at a 
time. The operation concluded at 8:45pm when GJ Gardner Rescue 
returned to Whangamatā.

Coastguard Whangamatā President Jan Wills said, “Mechanical 
breakdowns can happen even to well-prepared vessels. We 
encourage all boaties to get a Coastguard membership and log trip 
reports – it’s the best way to ensure help is available when needed.”

– Whangamata Coastguard. Photo supplied.
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Open 
daily from 

11am

Restaurant
Friday to Sunday from 5:30pm

Bistro
Monday – Friday from 3pm

Saturday & Sunday from 12pm

Dinner menu
From 5pm daily

Most people see the Moana Anu 
Anu estuary as a pretty place to 
walk beside or paddle through — 
but few realise it influences almost 
everything about our town. 

Stormwater, the surf break, the 
marina, biodiversity, the smell after 
heavy rain, and even flooding in 
low-lying streets all link back to this 
system, and here’s why it matters.

The Estuary Is Silting Up Faster 
Than It Can Recover

Scientific modelling and community 
observations show that the 
estuary is accumulating sediment 
at unprecedented rates. Forestry 
residues, farm runoff, roading silt, 
and stormwater all contribute to a 
“slow suffocation” of the estuary 
bed. Sediment used to be flushed 
out by strong tidal flows. Now, 
because the estuary is shallower, 
tides can’t move enough water to 
do the job. Every tonne that settles 
reduces tidal flushing even more — 
accelerating the problem.

Why That Affects the Surf Break

Whangamatā’s world-renowned surf 
break relies on:

•	 Clean sand movement
•	 Strong tidal flows
•	 A channel that shifts naturally with 

storms

When the estuary loses depth, 
wave-forming sand patterns change. 
Surfers have warned for years that 
the break is becoming inconsistent. 
This is not due to “nature” — it’s a 

direct result of sedimentation.

Why It Affects Flooding

During heavy rain, stormwater drains 
toward the estuary and harbour, but 
if channels are choked and slow to 
empty:

•	 Floods rise faster
•	 Floodwaters stay longer
•	 Backflow effects intensify
•	 Low-lying streets become more 

vulnerable
•	 Clear channels are not a luxury — 

they are essential infrastructure.

Almost three years ago the shocking 
condition of the Moana Anu Anu 
estuary was reported to the local 
Community Board, as a result a 
meeting took place comprising of 
senior WRC coastal environmental 
staff, TCDC councillors and 
representatives from local groups 
with a strong interest in local 
estuaries and harbours. 

Unsurprisingly nothing happened 
and the situation is now worse; 
we are grateful that Warren Maher 
WRC councillor has taken an active 
interest.

A Community Meeting That Started 
a Turning Point

With Warrens support and 
encouragement, a small group of 
locals have recently facilitated a 
roundtable discussion with:

•	 Surf Break representative
•	 Representatives of the 

Whangamatā Ratepayers 

Association
•	 Community stakeholders
•	 Local stormwater advocates
•	 The meeting concluded three 

things:

1. All agencies must collaborate, or 
nothing changes

WRC control waterways. 
TCDC control stormwater 
discharges. 
Transit NZ influence river crossings 
and freeboard. 
None can fix this alone.

2. Sedimentation is now affecting 
town identity

This is no longer just an 
environmental issue — it affects 
recreation, tourism, property values, 
and amenity.

3. The gap between science and 
action must close

We know the causes. 
We know the consequences. 
We need the agencies to work 
together with the community.

Moving Forward

WSAG is preparing a formal 
engagement protocol to propose 
a shared approach with WRC, 
TCDC, and Transit NZ. Whangamatā 
deserves a harbour that works 
— for nature, for flood safety, for 
recreation, and for our community’s 
future.

– Rob Boston, Whangamatā 
Stormwater Action Group Fallen trees restrict flow, silt build up.

Mangrove seedlings restrict flow.

Moana Anu Anu: Why the estuary matters

‘Dark Side’ stagnant mud.
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