
Waihi number eight Isaac Seiuli scores the opening try of the match. Photo: Jason Bartley
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Whangamatā Tides 2025Whangamatā Tides 2025
JULY 2025   New Moon: 25th   Full Moon: 11th

Date High 
tide

Height
(m)

High 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Sun 
rise

Sun
set

AM PM AM PM
18 Fri 0:10 1.9 12:37 1.8 6:22 0.3 18:40 0.4 07:26 17:17
19 Sat 1:01 1.9 13:34 1.8 7:14 0.3 19:37 0.4 07:26 17:18
20 Sun 1:55 1.9 14:35 1.8 8:10 0.3 20:38 0.5 07:25 17:19
21 Mon 2:53 1.8 15:37 1.8 9:08 0.3 21:41 0.5 07:24 17:19
22 Tue 3:54 1.8 16:40 1.8 10:09 0.3 22:44 0.4 07:24 17:20
23 Wed 4:56 1.8 17:39 1.9 11:09 0.3 23:44 0.4 07:23 17:21
24 Thu 5:57 1.8 18:36 1.9 12:06 0.2 07:22 17:22
25 Fri 6:55 1.8 19:29 2.0 0:42 0.4 13:01 0.2 07:22 17:22
26 Sat 7:49 1.8 20:19 2.0 1:37 0.3 13:52 0.2 07:21 17:23
27 Sun 8:40 1.8 21:07 2.0 2:28 0.3 14:41 0.3 07:20 17:24
28 Mon 9:28 1.8 21:52 1.9 3:16 0.3 15:27 0.3 07:19 17:25
29 Tue 10:14 1.8 22:35 1.9 4:02 0.3 16:12 0.3 07:18 17:26
30 Wed 10:58 1.8 23:17 1.8 4:46 0.4 16:56 0.4 07:18 17:26
31 Thu 11:42 1.7 5:29 0.4 17:41 0.5 07:17 17:27

AUGUST 2025   New Moon: 23rd   Full Moon: 9th

Date High 
tide

Height
(m)

High 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Sun 
rise

Sun
set

AM PM AM PM
1 Fri 1.8 12:28 1.7 6:11 0.4 18:26 0.5 07:16 17:28
2 Sat 0:41 1.7 13:16 1.6 6:55 0.5 19:15 0.6 07:15 17:29
3 Sun 1:26 1.7 14:07 1.6 7:41 0.5 20:06 0.6 07:14 17:30
4 Mon 2:14 1.6 15:01 1.6 8:30 0.5 21:00 0.7 07:13 17:30
5 Tue 3:05 1.6 15:56 1.6 9:23 0.5 21:54 0.6 07:12 17:31
6 Wed 3:59 1.6 16:49 1.7 10:15 0.5 22:47 0.6 07:11 17:32
7 Thu 4:53 1.6 17:39 1.7 11:07 0.5 23:38 0.6 07:10 17:33
8 Fri 5:46 1.7 18:26 1.8 11:56 0.4 07:09 17:34
9 Sat 6:36 1.7 19:11 1.8 0:27 0.5 12:43 0.4 07:08 17:35
10 Sun 7:25 1.8 19:56 1.9 1:14 0.4 13:28 0.3 07:07 17:35

It’s been a couple months since the 
Government released its Budget and 
we’re now starting to see some of 
these policies coming into e� ect.

We know that many New Zealanders 
are struggling to keep up with 
rising rates, especially those on 
a fi xed income. In response, the 
Government is making targeted 
changes to the Rates Rebate 
Scheme to provide greater support 
for SuperGold Cardholders.

From 1 July 2025, the income 
threshold increased to $45,000, 
the maximum annual rebate rose to 
$805, and full eligibility for anyone 
receiving only NZ Super, if their 
rates are over $2,000.

That’s good news for pensioners 
here in the Coromandel and across 
the country. The changes mean an 
estimated 66,000 additional seniors 
will be able to access fi nancial 
relief that wasn’t available to them 

previously.

This additional support is one of the 
ways the Government is delivering 
targeted relief to those who need it. 
We’ve also brought infl ation down 
by cutting wasteful spending, and 
we’ve increased superannuation 
which gives couples an extra 
$129.40 every fortnight, thanks in 
part to the tax relief that came into 
e� ect last year.

If you think you might be eligible 
for the Rates Rebate Scheme, I 
encourage you to apply – even 
if you haven’t qualifi ed before. 
Applications can be made through 
your local council or you can 
download a form online at: 
www.govt.nz/browse/housing-and-
property/getting-help-with-housing/
getting-a-rates-rebate/rates-rebate-
application-form/

– Authorised by Scott Simpson MP, 
614 Pollen St, Thames

Rates Rebate Scheme 
now available to more 
SuperGold Cardholders

Local Whangamatā author 
Jan Wills-Collins has just 
released her new book, The 
Silent Intruder. It's available 
for $20 at Whanga Books, 
Waihi Paper Plus and you can 
order directly by email from 
Jan at jan.wills@xtra.co.nz

At 82 years, after a full and 
joyful life hard-won from the 
shadows of a childhood polio 
diagnosis, the last thing Jan 
expected was to face another 
life-altering battle.

But cancer, the silent 
intruder, doesn't ask for 
permission.

The Whangamatā author 
of Hidden Scars of Polio
returns with a raw, honest 
account of her second 
brush with a terrifying 
diagnosis, this time, bladder 
cancer.

Written with vulnerability, 
strength and grace, The Silent 
Intruder is not just a story 
of illness; it's a testament to 
resilience.

This book illuminates the 
emotional complexity of 
navigating a life touched by 
illness more than once.

With unwavering courage and 
quiet determination to keep 
living, the author invites readers 

into the depths of her thoughts, 
fears and hard-won hope. This 
is a story for anyone who has 
ever whispered "Why me?" For 
anyone touched by cancer, for 
anyone seeking strength in the 
face of the unknown.

The beautiful cover illustration 
is by the infamous Robin Ranga; 
she calls it 'Gratitude'.

- Jennie Black

'The Silent Intruder' 
– A personal journey of 
living with cancer
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Local, NZ Wide & Worldwide 
Furniture Relocations

“NZ Move It team were incredibly careful with 
my fragile items - the care was very evident!  
Nothing was too hard to assist with - I highly 
recommend their services”

P. McNeill, 2025 (repeat customer)

“The guys were both really nice.  They arrived on 
time and the move went perfectly.  They were 
efficient and worked hard.  It could not have 
been a better experience (and I have moved 
house almost 50 times over the years!)”

R. Preston, 2025

“The boys were marvellous. Couldn’t fault them!”

T. and L. True, 2025

We have an exceptional reputation. 
Just look what our recent customers have to say!
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“NZ Move It team were incredibly careful with my 
fragile items - the care was very evident!  Nothing 
was too hard to assist with - I highly recommend 
their services” 

P. McNeill, 2025 (repeat customer)

“The guys were both really nice.  They arrived on 
time and the move went perfectly.  They were 
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We welcome your letters!  Email to: whangamatanews@gmail.com

Dear Editor,

The announcement that the 
Hetherington Road stormwater 
upgrade will proceed on July 21st 
brings into sharp focus a pattern 
of confrontation that has plagued 
our community's infrastructure 
discussions for several years. It's 
time to acknowledge that our 
current approach isn't working and 
take decisive steps to break this 
destructive cycle.

For too long, discussions about 
Whangamatā’s stormwater needs 
have been characterised by 
mistrust, limited transparency, and 
adversarial positioning between 
Thames Coromandel District Council 
(TCDC) and community groups. 
This ongoing confl ict serves no 
one's interests and prevents us from 
achieving the collaborative solutions 
our community desperately needs.

The current Hetherington Road 
project, while addressing urgent 
stormwater issues, has proceeded 
without the comprehensive 
evaluation and community 
engagement that such signifi cant 
infrastructure decisions warrant. 
The Port Road alternative, adopted 
in the 2019 Master Plan, remains 
unexplored in any meaningful public 
forum. Meanwhile, requests for 

project evaluation documentation 
have been declined, creating an 
information vacuum that fuels 
community concern.

We cannot continue to operate in 
this manner. Years of confrontation 
have created entrenched 
positions that obscure our shared 
objective: e� ective, sustainable 
stormwater management that 
serves Whangamatā’s long-term 
interests. The current impasse 
benefi ts no one and delays progress 
on infrastructure that our growing 
community urgently requires.

It's time for a reset. The 
Whangamata Stormwater Action 
Group extends an olive branch to 
TCDC and proposes a fundamentally 
di� erent approach to resolving 
our stormwater challenges. We 
call for facilitated dialogue under 
independent chairmanship, 
designed to move beyond historical 
grievances toward constructive 
problem-solving.

This process would work within 
TCDC's existing constraints while 
addressing legitimate community 
concerns. The objective isn't to 
relitigate past decisions but to 
establish a framework for future 
collaboration that ensures all 
a� ected community groups have 
meaningful input into decisions that 
impact their daily lives.

We propose developing a clear 
action plan that:

• Establishes transparent criteria for 
evaluating infrastructure options

• Creates genuine opportunities for 
community input

• Builds trust through open 
information sharing

• Focuses on securing long-term 
solutions rather than short-term 
fi xes

The stakes are too high for 
continued confl ict. Our community's 
infrastructure needs won't 
disappear, and neither will the 
requirement for public confi dence in 
how these projects are selected and 
implemented. We must fi nd a way to 
work together e� ectively.

The current contractor commitment 
could easily be redirected to any 
approved solution, making this an 
ideal time to pause and engage 
in the collaborative process our 
community deserves. This isn't 
about stopping progress – it's 
about ensuring that progress serves 
everyone's interests.

Whangamatā’s future depends 
on our ability to move beyond 
confrontation toward cooperation. 
The Stormwater Action Group 
stands ready to engage 
constructively with TCDC and all 
community stakeholders to forge 
a path forward that serves our 
collective interests.

The cycle of confrontation must end. 
Let's choose collaboration instead.

Sincerely, 
Rob Boston & Ian Holyoake, 
Whangamata Stormwater Action 
Group
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Thank you for investing in our community by shopping 
local you are supporting our local businesses.

‘Shop Local’ is continuing until 29 August 2025.

Proudly supported by

SHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPLocal

Simple: 
Shop - Scan to enter
Proof of purchase is required to collect the prize

Prize money up for grabs:Prize money up for grabs:

Simple: Simple: 

1st Prize 

$300
2nd Prize 

$150
3rd Prize 

$100

Every purchase is a vote for the 
kind of community you want to 
live in. When you choose where to 
spend your money, you’re not just 
buying goods or services – you’re 
shaping the future of our town.
The winter months test our 
resilience. Households tighten 
budgets, businesses face their 
leanest period, and communities 
must pull together. It’s natural 
to hunt for bargains, but there’s 
tremendous power in considering 
where those bargains come from.
The Ripple Effect of Local 
Spending
Behind every local business is a 
story of someone who chose to 
build something here. These aren’t 
faceless corporations – they’re your 
neighbours, friends, and fellow 
community members.
Local businesses create an 
economic ecosystem that benefits 
everyone. They hire from within our 
community, sponsor local sports 
teams, donate to fundraisers, and 
reinvest profits back into the area. 
Research shows that for every 
dollar spent at a local business, 
approximately 70 cents stays in the 
community, compared to just 40 
cents from chain stores.
Beyond the Bottom Line
Yes, local businesses face unique 
challenges. They can’t always match 
the rock-bottom prices of large 
retailers who benefit from massive 
economies of scale. But they offer 

something invaluable: personal 
service, local knowledge, and 
genuine care for their customers.
Consider the true cost of your 
purchases. That slightly higher price 
at the local hardware store includes 
expert advice, immediate availability, 
and the peace of mind that comes 
from supporting someone invested 
in your community’s wellbeing.
Small Actions, Big Impact
Supporting local doesn’t require 
grand gestures. Even modest 
purchases help businesses maintain 
cash flow during quiet periods. Can’t 
afford to shop? Your advocacy still 
matters. Share their social media 
posts, recommend them to friends, 
or leave thoughtful online reviews. 
Word-of-mouth remains one of the 
most powerful marketing tools for 
small businesses.
A Community Investment
Think of local spending as 
an investment in your town’s 
character and future. Every dollar 
that stays local helps preserve 
the unique businesses that make 
our community special. It’s 
about maintaining the personal 
connections and local flavour that 
make this place worth calling home.
Next time you need something, 
pause and ask: “Is there a local 
option?” Your answer might just help 
determine whether our town thrives 
or merely survives.

– Patrick Kerr, Chairman of 
Enterprise Whangamata Inc

Supporting local business 
matters more than ever

This week, we discuss the 
Hetherington Road pipe upgrade 
project. This project is part of a 
wider stormwater plan – but some 
key questions remain as to why 
it was prioritised over other key 
areas? Read more about the issues 
Whangamatā faces with stormwater 
at whangamataratepayers.org.nz 
and why a Spatial Plan could be the 
best thing for Whangamatā. 

ARTICLE 1: Pipes, Pavement, and 
Poor Planning – What’s About to 
Happen on Hetherington Road?

Big Dig, Big Questions

In the coming weeks, one of 
Whangamatā’s busiest roads—
Hetherington Road—will be torn up 
for a major stormwater upgrade. It’s 
a $3.1 million project that will bring 
noise, road closures, and months of 
disruption right through the heart of 
our town.

But many locals are asking: Why 
here? Why now? And who actually 
made the call?

Another Surprise Project

This is one of the most expensive 
infrastructure projects Whangamatā 
has seen in years. Yet there’s been 
no open public consultation, no 
clear explanation of the benefits, 
and little information shared with 

affected residents or businesses.

According to expert reports from 
2019, this project wasn’t even 
supposed to be next on the list. That 
spot was meant for Port Road—a 
more cost-effective, less disruptive, 
and ultimately more logical upgrade 
location.

So why was Port Road quietly 
dropped?

Port Road: A Missed Opportunity?

Engineering reports had previously 
identified Port Road as a better 
choice for stormwater upgrades. It’s 
shorter, easier to work on, and less 
likely to interfere with traffic or town 
events. It also had the potential 
to help with actual flood relief 
in nearby areas—something the 
Hetherington project can’t claim.

Despite these advantages, 
Port Road was shelved without 
explanation—and the more complex, 
costly Hetherington upgrade was 
pushed through instead.

Are We Getting Value for Money?

Ratepayers are footing the bill for 
this $3.1 million project. But what are 
we really getting in return?

Local experts have pointed out that:
• The upgrade won’t reduce 

flooding for the 1,900+ properties 
recently labelled at-risk.

• The proposed pipe changes don’t 
address the real causes of runoff 
or surface flooding.

• The benefits to the wider 
community—or to existing homes 
in flood-prone areas—are still 
unclear.

Worse still, developers who add 
pressure to the stormwater system 
with new builds aren’t required 
to contribute to these upgrades. 
Ratepayers are being asked to carry 
the cost alone.

Community Concerns:  
Planning in the Dark

Many in the community are growing 
frustrated by the pattern: big 
projects with big budgets—but no 
clear process, no community voice, 
and no strategic vision.

Residents want answers:
• Why was Port Road ignored?
• What flood risks are actually being 

addressed?
• Where is the long-promised Master 

Plan for Whangamatā?

The Hetherington Road project 
seems to be just the latest example 
of decisions made behind closed 
doors—leaving locals to deal with 
the cost, disruption, and confusion.

What We Really Need: A Spatial Plan

This is bigger than pipes. It’s about 
how decisions are made for our 
town, who gets heard, and whether 
the planning is being done for short-
term fixes—or long-term benefit.

Whangamatā urgently needs a clear, 
community-informed Spatial Plan—a 
roadmap that sets infrastructure 
priorities based on real data, fair 
funding, and genuine public input.

Without it, we risk spending 
millions on patchwork projects 
that solve little, and benefit even 
fewer. Whangamata Ratepayers will 
be finding out what is important 
to residents and ratepayers in an 
upcoming petition. Make sure you 
have your say.

In the meantime:
• Talk to your neighbours
• Share this article
• Visit www.whangamataratepayers.

org.nz for more info

Petition Coming Soon: 
Calling for
• A proper Spatial Plan
• Transparent, community-first 

stormwater planning
• Accountability over council 

decisions

Let’s plan Whangamatā’s future 
together—before it's planned for us.

– Whangamata Ratepayers Assoc.

Campaign Series: “Who’s really making the decisions?”
A community-led spotlight on council process, planning failures, and the need for a true Spatial Plan for Whangamatā. The Whangamata 
Ratepayers Association are bringing a series of articles over the next few weeks to support the need for better planning for Whangamatā. 
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For over 18 years, the Whangamatā 
Youth Trust has provided life-
changing support for teenagers 
in the Whangamatā community, 
helping them reach their 
potential and navigate challenges 
through mentorship, support, 
and meaningful activities. The 
important work they do is now 
under threat, with a significant 
drop in funding placing their 
programmes and hours at risk.

The Trust operates out of the 
Youth Room and Whare Mahi at 
301 Port Road, thanks to the on-
going support of the Whangamatā 
Baptist Church. From this base, 
they offer a wide range of support 
to young people, including one-
on-one mentoring, group sessions 
and programs, working closely with 
Whangamatā Area School.

The Trust employs three dedicated, 
part-time staff members: Manager 
Ryan Thompson, and Community 
Youth Workers Simone Hughes 
and Nicholas Tautuhi. Together, 
they support and empower young 
people from all walks of life, those 
navigating challenges as well as 
those seeking connection, purpose, 
and opportunities to grow.

Regular activities run by the 
Trust include youth group nights, 
whakairo (carving) classes, driver 
licensing support, an employment 
pathway for school leavers, an 
after-school drop in, school holiday 
activities, camps, and outdoor 

adventures. These programmes are 
not just fun, they offer structure, 
connection, and hope for many who 
need it most.

“Young people here are dealing 
with overwhelming challenges,” 
says Tautuhi. “We work with 
students facing bullying, isolation, 
family violence and mental health 
struggles. Some feel completely 
disconnected or believe they have 
no future. Our goal is to walk 
alongside them and remind them 
they’re not alone.”

National statistics from the NZ 
Health Survey show that the 
percentage of young people 
reporting mild or greater anxiety or 
depression has risen from 32.5% to 
52.5%. And the number experiencing 

moderate or higher levels of anxiety 
or depression has nearly doubled 
from 14.4% to 28.7%. This means 
over a quarter of young people face 
significant mental health challenges.

Demand for services has grown 
dramatically, but at the same 
time the Trust has experienced a 
significant drop in donations post 
covid. With increased competition 
for grants and ongoing economic 
pressures, the organisation has been 
operating at a financial loss just to 
keep up with need.

Now, the Trust is facing difficult 
decisions. Without new funding or 
community support, they will be 
forced to reduce their programmes 
and hours, cutting off lifelines for 
the young people who need them 

most.

The Trust is urging local businesses, 
residents, and supporters to get 
involved, whether through financial 
donations, resources, or partnership 
opportunities. Whangamatā Youth 
Trust is a registered charity and all 
donations are tax deductible.

To contribute or find out more, 
visit their website or contact the 
team directly. Any contribution 
big or small will make a difference. 
Together, we can ensure our young 
people have the support they 
deserve.  
whangamatayouthtrust.org 
Ryan Thompson (Manager)  
ryan@whangamatayouthtrust.org

Support needed to sustain vital work with local teens
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I'm sure we all remember 
the 'milk run' in our 
childhood, a deserved 
first job, just like having a 
paper run. Of which is very 
pertinent to Whangamatā 
& Waihi News.

Milk vendors would 
deliver milk and other 
dairy products directly to 
households, especially in 
suburban areas. I can also 
remember when milk was 
delivered to our Tairua 
school, usually warm and 
also NZ Dairy Research 
Institute milk biscuits, that 
were intended for children 
in developing countries, 
particularly in Pacific and 
East Asian areas. Not my 
favourite!

– Jennie Black

The milk run

Photo: NZ History.govt.nz

Residents and holiday makers have 
been urged to stay away from 
Whangamatā Beach after a deadly 
yellow-bellied sea snake washed up 
alive on the sand last weekend, the 
same day another was seen at Little 
Bay in the Coromandel.

The Department of Conservation 

(DoC) said it had a report of a 
yellow-bellied sea snake washing up 
on the beach in Whangamatā.

“Although they are generally docile, 
these snakes are highly venomous, 
so it’s important not to approach 
or handle them.” The Thames-
Coromandel District Council 

described it as an “important 
message” for those in the region.

According to DOC, about six to 10 
yellow-bellied sea snakes are sighted 
each year, mostly around the 
northeast coast of the North Island, 
though they have been discovered 
as far south as Cook Strait.

“Beached yellow-bellied sea snakes 
will almost certainly be dead or 
dying, as they are entirely pelagic 
(they cannot live on land). They 
breed in the tropics and spend a 
large amount of their lives drifting 
on the ocean currents.

“They can dive up to 50m for three 
to four hours, depending on the 
temperature of the water, and feed 
on small fishes,” the department’s 
website said.

"Although they are generally docile, 
these snakes are highly venomous, 

so it’s important not to approach or 
handle them.”

DOC advises that if you see a 
snake:

• Stay well away – even if it looks 
docile, it may still be active.

• Keep children and dogs at a safe 
distance.

• Call the DoC hotline on 0800 
DOC HOT (0800 362 468) to 
report it immediately. Please send 
in photos and GPS co-ordinates.

Deadly snake washes up on Whangamata beach
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Box damaged: New items with minor packing defects and possible scratches, dents, etc, but all are unused items.

OPEN 6 DAYS
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm
Sat 9am-3pmWHANGAMATA

PHONE 07 865 9458 • PORT ROAD

Unbeatable savings on brand new Panasonic TVs, microwaves, fridges, 
ovens, dryers, washing machines, small appliances, audio & more

LIMITED NUMBERS PLUS NORMAL PANASONIC WARRANTIES APPLY

Unbeatable savings on brand new Panasonic TVs, microwaves, fridges, 

Boxed damaged 
MASSIVE SAVINGS!

FINAL 
DAYS!

The Whangamatā Community 
Swimming Pool is urgently 
appealing to the people of 
Whangamatā and beyond for 
support after the Thames-
Coromandel District Council 
(TCDC) declined its request for 
additional operational funding for 
the 2025/2026 year. 

The Pool Committee sought 
$139,000 in additional funding—
the minimum amount required 
to maintain the pool’s current 
year-round operating hours and 
meet Poolsafe accreditation 
standards. This figure includes no 
allowance for unplanned repairs or 
maintenance, leaving the facility 
extremely vulnerable to future 
disruptions. 

The pool has been hit by several 
unforeseen rises in operational costs 
since the last funding assessment 
from TCDC in 2022. The cost of 
power has increased by over 20%, 
and due to recent tightening of 
safety regulations for public pools, 
staffing levels during opening hours 
have had to increase. 

All of this has occurred without 
any additional operational funding 
from TCDC. With no additional 
operational funding forthcoming 
from TCDC, the committee has been 
left with no alternative but to reduce 
opening hours. 

Effective immediately, the pool will 
operate Monday to Friday from 6am 

to 10am and 2pm to 5pm. Reduced 
operational hours of 7am-10am 
Saturday and 11am-2pm Sunday will 
be reliant on public sponsorship. 

The committee is determined to 
retain year-round opening and to do 
everything possible to ensure the 
pool’s survival, but with local body 
elections on the horizon, they are 
seeking community support. “This 
pool is not a luxury. It is essential 
infrastructure for Whangamatā,” 
said Chairperson Rob Boston. 

“We will continue to fight for its 

future, but the Council must step 
up – and we need the community 
behind us now more than ever.” 

“Last year the Council owned pool in 
Thames received $740,130.00 in rate 
payer funding. Our request for the 
remainder of the year is only 30% 
of that, and even going forward, 
we assess our total operational 
requirement to be around $400K 
per annum, a very reasonable 
request in comparison.” 

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Keep using the pool- every swimmer 
makes a difference Contact your 
local councillor to demand support 
for the pool Sign the petition to 
the TCDC Sponsor a Saturday or 
a Sunday opening to allow for 
weekend swimming Stay tuned for 
further information about how you 
can help Together, we can keep 
the Whangamata Community Pool 
open, safe and accessible for all. 

For further enquiries please contact: 
manager.whangapool@gmail.com 

Community support needed after TCDC declines funding
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Inside BEDS R US WHANGAMATĀ
419 Port Road, Whangamata

07 865 9027

Inside BEDS R US WAIHI
94 Seddon Street, Waihi

07 863 8787

*Accessories not included

BACK IN BACK IN 
STOCKSTOCK

Chelsea 3 Seater 
Reversible Chaise

Was $1325
NOW 

$999

NZ Made Custom 
Upholstered 
Headboards
Huge choice of colours, fabrics & styles

Disclaimer: Includes fl oor stock & new orders. Accessories not included.

Milano Queen
from $495

Luton Queen
from $595

Opoutere Beach wreck leaves WRC to clean up mess
The sailing vessel grounded 
on Sunday, 15 June, and it 
is unclear what caused it.

Waikato Regional Council 
has not been successful 
in making contact with 
the owner and incident 
investigations remain with 
Police.

WRC Maritime Officers 
collected and disposed 
of three loads of debris, 
focusing on the collection 
of plastics, foam, fiberglass, 
chilly bins, and fuel 
containers. Debris mostly 
consisting of wood but 
also fiberglass, a yellow 
aluminium tank and vessel 
hull sections remain 
scattered along a 200m 
section of the rocky shore.

Wreck salvage contractors 
completed an on-water 
assessment outlining the 
costs and complexity of 
uplifting the wreck from 
the rocky shoreline.

Waikato Regional Council’s 
Maritime Services proposes 
that the wreck is not a 
risk to navigation and 
the remaining wreck 
debris clean up are the 
responsibility of the 
vessel’s owner.

– Waikato Regional Council
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711 Port Road, Whangamata
@crafhauswhanga - www.crafthauswhanga.co.nz

07 865 6300

Conditions apply.PLEASE BOOK YOUR TABLE AT manager@crafthauswhanga.co.nz

conditions apply

Dine in 
only

from 
4:30pm 
until sold 

out
ANY HAUS PASTA & EITHER 
A PINT OF TAP BEER OR 
GLASS OF HAUS WINE

Conditions apply

Grab 1kg of NZ greenlipped 
mussels in a Thai curry 
sauce w garlic bread  
+ a pint of tap beer or  
glass of house wine

CONDITIONS APPLY

FRIDAY
SHOUT

$10 EACH

DINE IN OR TAKE AWAY
manager@crafthausewhanga.co.nz

Conditions apply

GIVE A SCHNIT  
SUNDAY

Live Music 
w Mark  
& Trace

in the garden 
last Sunday of 
every month!
 ■ 4pm - 7pm
 ■ July 27th

Choose from chicken 
or pork schnitzel, 
slaw, gravy, fries &  
a bevvy for only  
$20.00
BOOK YOUR 
TABLE NOW

This is the first in a series of articles 
giving insights into the lives of 
some of the interesting and iconic 
birds commonly seen in and around 
our local harbours and beaches. 
Each species habitat requirements, 
their seasonal movements, factors 
threatening their continued 
presence here in Whangamatā 
and their current conservation 
status will be covered. Birds 
featured will include NZ dotterel, 
banded dotterel, banded rail, 
oystercatchers, pied stilt, bar-tailed 
godwit, bittern, fernbird, royal 
spoonbill and various gulls, terns, 
shags and herons.

Hopefully the series will result in 
a better understanding of each 
species and the threats they 
face locally. Birds are a constant 
presence and visual component in 
all our lives, whether they be in our 
gardens, or on our roads, rivers, 
beaches, lakes, bush areas, coastal 
seas, etc.

The first species to be covered 
in this series is the northern NZ 
dotterel. This bird was teetering 
on the edge of extinction up until 
their plight was recognised in 
the late 1980's and conservation 
action initiated. At that time their 
population was restricted to 
beaches in Northland, Auckland, 
Waikato and the Bay of Plenty. 
They numbered around 800 birds 
and were rapidly declining. By 2011, 
due to the introduction of predator 
controls and nest protection 
measures, they had increased 
to around 2500. They have now 
recolonised former beach habitats 
as far south as the Wairarapa on the 
East Coast, including a number of 
off-shore islands and Taranaki in the 
West. Their Conservation Status as 
determined by the Department of 
Conservation is At Risk - Relict, a 
vulnerable endemic species.

The Whangamatā population of 
breeding birds currently numbers 
around 18 pairs. During the winter 
months large groups of dotterel 
totalling around 115 birds, gather 

at various Whangamatā harbour, 
estuarine and beach sites. Many of 
these come here from neighbouring 
beaches. They flock together for 
mutual protection, to feed, rest 
and recover from their breeding 
season exertions. It is also the time 
when they moult and grow new 
feathers, and for some it is the 
time to socialise and establish new 
partnerships.

Their nest is a simple shallow 
scraped bowl on open sandy 
foredune sites, usually above the 
reach of high-tide wave surges and 
on the seaward side of the more 
densely vegetated higher dunes. 
These small, trusting and endearing 
birds are very protective of their 
nests. They will establish territories 
around them which they defend 
whenever they are approached by 
other birds, people, dogs and any 
native or introduced predators. 
They do this by first trying to attract 
the intruders away by putting on 
broken wing displays or charging at 
them and aggressively making loud 
distress calls. 

The dotterels main native predators 
are harrier hawks, black-backed and 
red-billed gulls, and their introduced 
predators include cats, dogs, stoats, 
ferrets, weasels, hedgehogs, and 
rats. Adult dotterels, their chicks 
and eggs are all targeted by most of 
these predators.

Sadly, in the past 3 breeding 
seasons, the numbers of pairs 
successfully raising chicks 
through to fledging (flying) 
age at Whangamatā Beach has 
declined significantly, despite the 
best conservation efforts of our 
'volunteer minders'. Nest monitoring 
over the past 2 years has revealed 
only 13 eggs hatched successfully 
from 35 laid in the 2023/24 breeding 
season, with only 4 chicks surviving 
to flying stage. This last breeding 
season only 13 chicks hatched from 
the 51 eggs laid, and just 7 survived 
to the flying stage. It seems nest 
desertions due to human and dog 
disturbances are the main cause for 
most of these egg and chick losses. 

We currently have a small group 
of volunteers in Whangamatā and 
another in the Onemana/Opoutere 
areas who have taken on the 
responsibility of looking after their 
beach populations of NZ dotterels. 
Their activities include locating, 
signposting and fencing-off nesting 
sites, predator controls, and when 
necessary moving nests out of reach 
of rogue waves during extreme 
high-tide storm events. 

What can you do to assist the 
continued presence of these birds 
on our beaches:

1. When exercising your dogs on the 
beach during the breeding season, 

keep them under close control , at 
all times and on leads whenever in 
the vicinity of nesting or roosting 
dotterels.

2. Try to avoid walking your dogs 
along the beach during high tide 
periods and keep away, as far as 
possible, from the base of the 
foredunes.

3. Familiarise yourselves with the 
current local dog by-laws, respect 
and follow them.

If you observe other people 
breaking them, report their actions 
as soon as possible to the local 
TCDC dog ranger and the DoC.

4. When you and your children 
are walking, playing or just laying 
around sunbathing at the beach, 
do so at least 15-20m away from 
known nest sites, whether or not 
they have been fenced off. Avoid the 
temptation to seek a closer look at 
the nest as this inevitably results in 
the incubating bird being disturbed 
off the nest.

5. During non-breeding periods each 
year, from March through to August, 
large groups of dotterels and other 
shore and sea birds gather together 
on our harbour, estuaries and 
beaches to rest and recover from 
their feeding efforts. They generally 
crowd closely together during high 
tide periods and any disturbance 
of them should be avoided if at all 
possible.

6. For those people living close 
to beaches and the harbour 
perimeters, reduce the opportunity 
for your pet cats and dogs to 
roam freely from your properties. 
Numbers of nests, eggs and chicks 
are destroyed each year from such 
occurrences.

7. Add your voices to those seeking 
increased dog control by-laws and 
law enforcement on our beaches 
and the provision of alternative 
dedicated dog exercise areas.

– John Adams

Adult NZ dotterel. Photo: John Adams

Just seven chicks survived breeding season
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Proud sponsors of our Rugby & Sports Club

For all your real estate needs, think 
Whangamata Real Estate

CHOOSE THE TEAM IN GREEN

07 865 8499 328 Ocean Rd, Whangamata www.whangamatarealestate.co.nz

Jonah Van Dam tests the Thames defence.

Aaron McLeod battles through a Thames tackle.Reuben Meares sets his backline away.

Earlier in the day the Waihi 'B' team also contested their own McDonald Cup final 
against the Thames 'b' team.  In the most closely contested match of the finals day at 
Moewai Park, Whitianga last Saturday. A late surge almost brought the team home, after 
falling behind 9-22 early in the second half. However, the never say die attitude the team 
showed all season shone through, and a missed kick at the death denied them a win, the 
match ending 22-21.

Never say die for Waihi B team

Unstoppable: Dylan Bower breaks the line. Flight time: Ish Laulia scoring.
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In a replay of the 2024 McClinchy 
Cup Grand Final, Waihi again 
came up against near neighbours 
Paeroa last Saturday, and again, 
came away with the trophy after a 
tough 80 minutes at Moewai Park in 
Whitianga.

Played in great conditions 
considering the amount of rain 
the evening before, the first 40 
minutes were a tight affair.  The 
first five scores in the match were 
penalties, and a 9-6 lead to Waihi 
as both sides had periods of 

dominance without being able to 
prise open some ferocious defence 
from both teams.  The armwrestle 
was broken just before halftime, as 
a heavy shower passed over the 
ground.  Waihi was able to exert a 
bit of pressure through a series of 
scrums, and powerful number eight 
Isaac Seiuli crashed through for the 
matches first try, and a 16-6 lead at 
the break.

The second half started with the 
rain still pouring down, and in the 
first ten minutes Waihi, via Quinn 
Collard's boot extended their lead 
by six points to 22-6.  However a 
break down while hot on attack 
let Paeroa back into the game via 
their fullback Bitner Johanssen, who 
scooped up a loose ball and raced 
away for Paeroa's first try of the 
match.  The comeback was short 
lived, as just five minutes later, as the 
rain cleared, Collard put rampaging 
centre Ish Leilua through a gap to 
extend the lead again, 29-13 with 
twenty minutes to play.

The match was put to bed for Waihi  
four minutes later when another 
big run from Seiuli put Paeroa on 
the back foot, and slick passing 
from the Waihi back division put 
replacement winger Petoru Pouri-

Lane over in the corner.  Collard 
duly converted from out wide 
and the match was over as a 
contest with fifteen minutes 
left on the clock, 36-13.  Waihi 
were not done yet though, and 
with ten left on the clock, a final 
try to hard working midfielder 
Dylan Bower put fifty points 
within reach.

Paeroa however were not done, 
and with a Waihi kick blocked, 
Johanssen scooped the ball up 
and raced away for his second 
five pointer, 43-20.  Waihi 
stormed back onto attack from 
the kickoff, and were awarded 
a final penalty, skipper Kenan 
Gillson pointed towards the 
posts, and Collard landed his 
sixth penalty, and tenth goal of 
the match, for a personal tally 
of 26 points in the match.  

Waihi Athletic 46 (I Seiuli,  
I Leilua, P Pouri-Lane, D Bower 
tries;  Q Collard 4 conversions, 
6 penalties) beat Paeroa 20 (B 
Johanssen 2 tries, conversion, 
2 penalties; P Tuigamala 
conversion).  HT 16-6.

– Story & photos by Jason Bartley, 
Waihi News Sports Reporter

MOBILE 0274 714 869  |  EMAIL OFFICE@CHOATSPLUMBING.CO.NZ

FOR ALL YOUR GAS-FITTING, PLUMBING,  
DRAINAGE & ROOFING REQUIREMENTS

Registered craftsman and member of Master Plumbers

Clinical Waihi Crush Paeroa

Hard Yards: Prop Brad Nightingale carts 
the ball forward.Here comes the boom: Issac Seiuli confronts the Paeroa defenders.

Running of the bulls: Sam Halalilo on another hard charge.

Energizer: Tireless loose forward 
Lesen Huiarangi carried hard all day.

Boom: Quinn Collard unleashes another 
huge punt.
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Whangamata  |  636 Port Road    |     07 865 8562     |     whangamata@flooringxtra.co.nz

FLOORINGXTRA.CO.NZ

FLOORING TO FLOORING TO 
SUIT YOUR STYLESUIT YOUR STYLE

Phone or email us! We’re measuring & laying! View samples instore!

SERVICE CENTRE

a s s i s t a n c e

Full Mechanical Repairs, Lubrications and 
Services, WOFs, Tyres, Tune ups, Batteries, 
Wheel alignments, Diagnostics.
Scan Tool.
AA Breakdown services
First Assistance Breakdown services

P. 07 865 9435 • 201 Aickin Road, Whangamata
M. 027 608 5770 • E. wgmsc@xtra.co.nz

The Tairua-Pauanui-Whangamata 
Land Search and Rescue group 
held their 16th AGM at the 
Whangamata Club last month 
which was well attended by 
their members as well as by the 
District Support Team Leader 
and representatives from the 
Waikato District Police Search 
and Rescue Team.

President Rob Adam gave a 
summary of the group’s activities 
and said it has been a quiet 
year with only two callouts (39 
operational hours) assisting the 
police to find the lost and injured 
over the past 12 months which is 
a huge drop from the previous 
year of 1158 operational hours.

Training continues monthly 
with several new members 
joining the group which includes 
management, field and wander 
search roles. This now brings the 
membership to 38 volunteers.

One of the aims for the group 
this financial year is to acquire 
a permanent base to store our 
equipment which consists of a 
vehicle and trailer.

The AGM concluded with 
the presentation of service 
certificates to three of the 
members consisting of two 5 
year certificates to Ross Stewart 
and Zoe Batten and one 21 year 
certificate to Lammina Hutchison.

LandSAR AGM and recognitions

Local lawyer and businessman 
Flemming Rasmussen, Kuaotunu, 
is standing for TCDC Mercury Bay 
Ward Councillor.

Because I care, I am, after careful 
consideration and significant 
encouragement from diverse groups 
in our community, announcing that 
I am standing for Council in the 
Mercury Bay Ward in this year's 
Local Government Elections.

My wife and I live in Kuaotunu. We 
are deeply involved in and form part 
of community groups and initiatives, 
all with a focus on giving back to 
the community. It is part of our 
fabric. It is who we are. Over the 
past decade, we have created local 
jobs, invested in business, bought 
and sold properties, and built and 
subdivided. Mercury Bay is home.

Status Quo – Not an Option

If you want more of what you 
have had in the last three years: 
+36% rate increases amid a cost of 
living crisis, planned debt tripling, 
quadrupling of interest costs, and a 
lack of transparency and openness: 
vote for our three incumbent 
councillors. They did!

I stand because I am concerned 
about where we are going. 
Bureaucracy, like rust, does not 
sleep. With little or nothing to show, 
we:

(i) Have an ever-increasing, 

centralised Council bureaucracy 
(headcount and cost);

(ii) Have a Council culture lacking 
“can-do attitude”, shielding 
behind an opaque, thin veil of 
blaming central government, whilst 
neglecting to serve the residents/
ratepayers paying their wages 
and who represent their entire 
(professional) reason for being;

(iii) Spend money we do not have; 
and

(iv) Lack of accountability.

Voting for me is a welcome 
departure from the status quo. I 
stand for real change.

Real Change Required

I believe in local decisions by locals. 
We can and must do so much 
better. My vision for Mercury Bay is 
one rooted in our unique identity, 
environment, and a commitment 
to sustainable growth. I believe 

in cherishing and protecting our 
distinctiveness while fostering 
controlled and targeted growth. To 
become economically sustainable, 
we need to enact business- and 
community-friendly policies, 
including some rezoning of 
public and private land, creating 
opportunities for private enterprise 
to invest and generate well-paid 
jobs, and fostering growth in our 
building, conference, hospitality, and 
accommodation sectors. Enabling 
conferences, events, and destination 
activities, especially during the 
shoulder seasons, provides tourists 
with more reasons to visit. Our focus 
must be on quality over quantity, 
not an infinite number of tourists, 
but tourists who stay longer and 
spend more.

Controlled, targeted growth 
enables us to build a larger Mercury 
Bay business, ratepayer, and 
resident base, in turn affording 
us better private and central 
governmentfunded, Whitianga-
based services (such as healthcare, 
active retirement living, palliative 
care, and rescue helicopter 
availability), which enhances the 
quality of life for everyone.

Impacting Real Change

In life and the law, seeing a debate 
in a broader context can help avoid 
misunderstandings, unproductive 
arguments, and speaking past 

each other. There is no place for 
party politics in local government. 
What is at stake is too important 
to get wrong. Common sense and 
coming together are required. As 
a Mercury Bay Councillor, I will be 
but one of 11 Council voices (in the 
2025/28 electoral term). We need 
systemic change. To achieve that, 
we need like-minded, competent 
people in the room. As a lawyer and 
advocate, I mediate and litigate. I 
bring disagreeing parties together 
to achieve resolution.

I have cultivated contacts and 
established dialogue with like-
minded existing and

potential new councillors in Mercury 
Bay and all other Wards to bring 
about the required change. 

Why Vote for Me?

I have a proven, successful business 
track record. I bring a results-
focused, no nonsense approach to 
governance, anchored in financial, 
business and legal acumen.

And a steely determination.

We need your active support, voice 
and vote!

Your Choice: Want Real Change? 
Vote: Flemming Rasmussen.  
Visit www.linkedin.com/in/
flemming-h-rasmussen-7754842/

– Press release from  
Flemming Russmussen

"Real change required"
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MITIGATE FLOODING RISK

IMPROVED WATER QUALITY

MAP LEGEND

WHAT ARE WE DOING?

WHY ARE WE DOING THIS?

HETHERINGTON ROAD STORMWATER UPGRADEHETHERINGTON ROAD STORMWATER UPGRADE

Water quality
treatment near outlet
to clean run-off going
into estuary We are upgrading the entire Hetherington

Road stormwater pipe network from Port
Road to the estuary outfall.

WHAT ARE WE DOING?

Non-native trees to be
removed to allow pipe
installation

New inlets along the
pipeline to capture
more stormwater

Bigger stormwater
pipes to carry more
runoff

We are undertaking this project as part of
Thames-Coromandel District Council’s
(TCDC) six-year programme of stormwater
improvements in Whangamatā. The
predicted benefits of the project are:

MITIGATE FLOODING RISK

• Bigger pipes will allow more water into
the stormwater system

More inlets will help stormwater drain
into pipes faster

This will reduce risk of stormwater
flooding to homes and businesses in the
area

•

•

IMPROVED WATER QUALITY

• Better quality of flow into the
Moana Anu Anu estuary

WHY ARE WE DOING THIS?

New, larger stormwater
pipes being installed

MAP LEGEND Hetherington Road stormwater
upgrade begins at the Port Road
roundabout

against erosion

Backflow preventer at the
outfall to stop seawater from
entering pipes but allow
stormwater to flow out

Large rocks at outlet to protect

Pictured are representatives from Ngāti Pu, Ngaati Whananga, Ngāti Hako, Ngāti Tamatera and Ngāti Maru, alongside Council 
Contractors Schick Civil Construction, Metis Consultants and our Council representatives

tcdc.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames
Phone: 07 868 0200

Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

@ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

coromandel_tcdc
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Stormwater upgrade set to begin on Hetherington Road

Work is about to begin on a major 
stormwater upgrade along Hetherington 
Road in Whangamatā, as part of our Council’s 
commitment to long-term resilience and 
infrastructure improvement.

To mark the start of this signifi cant project, 
our Council and our contractors, Schick Civil 
Construction, were joined by local Mana Whenua 
for an opening karakia and site blessing at dawn 
on Wednesday 9 July. Following the ceremony, the 
group gathered back at the off ice for introductions, 
a kōrero on the cultural history of the area and a 
project briefi ng from the team.

The Hetherington Road stormwater reticulation 
upgrade is part of our six-year programme to 
improve performance of the stormwater network 
and mitigate fl ooding.

Construction work is scheduled to begin on Monday 
21 July and expected to be completed by the end 
of October 2025. This may involve signifi cant traff ic 
disruption and people may want to plan their travel 
accordingly during this period. See details below.

18 July 2025News from Thames-Coromandel District Council

The project involves a full upgrade of the existing 
stormwater pipeline, running from the Moana Anu 
Anu Estuary outlet near the causeway through to 
Port Road. This work will mitigate surface water 
fl ooding in the area. The stormwater pipeline has 
been designed with climate change and sea-level 
rise in mind. Wa-stops (which prevent seawater from 
entering the pipe during events such as king tides, 
while still allowing stormwater to discharge into 
the marina) will be installed. As part of our on-going 
eff orts to improve stormwater quality, gross pollutant 
traps (GPTs) will also be installed to capture debris 
and other pollutants before discharge.

Upgrading the entire network will help enable a 
series of subsequent capital works upgrades in areas 
with signifi cant stormwater fl ood issues, (Casement 
Road, Tuck Road and Port Road/town center).

This was identifi ed as a priority in the Stormwater 
Improvement Project Master Plan, which guided 
how the $2.135 million capital budget for 2024/25 
would be allocated.

“This upgrade is an important step toward 
protecting the Whangamatā community and 
their property from increasingly severe weather 
events,” says our Water Services Manager Brett 
Houston. “We’re committed to completing these 
essential works eff iciently, respectfully and in close 
partnership with iwi and the local community.”

Temporary traff ic management will be in place on 
Hetherington Road while this work is underway. 
Construction will take place Monday to Friday, 
between 7:00am and 6:00pm, with stop-go traff ic 
control and some detours or no-entry zones in place 
at times. Please plan ahead, allow extra time for 
travel and follow all on-site traff ic management 
directions. Thank you for your patience as we carry 
out this important work.

See further details at 
tcdc.govt.nz/whangamatastormwater

What’s coming 
to your backyard?
At the end of June, our Council adopted the 
Annual Plan for 2025/26, setting the project 
priorities and budgets. We’re mostly sticking to 
the course set in our Long Term Plan, but we had 
to make a few tweaks because of unavoidable cost 
increases and new government reforms, especially 
to water services. We kept the average rates 
increase to the 7.7% forecast in the Long Term 
Plan, and we raised some of our fees and charges 
to keep up with infl ation or increases in the cost of 
delivering some services.

WANT THE DETAILS?
What’s planned in your neighbourhood: 
tcdc.govt.nz/annualplan2025

New fees and charges: tcdc.govt.nz/fees

Check your 2025/26 property rates: 
tcdc.govt.nz/rid

NOMINATIONS STILL OPEN
FOR LOCAL ELECTIONS 2025

Nominations for the Thames-Coromandel District 
Council election are open until Friday 1 August.
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50% 
off.
Swisstek 
Select.

50% 
off.
Chiropractic 
HDX Reflex.

40% 
off.
Chiropractic 
HD Radiate.

Birthday.

Sale.
55% 
off.
Sanctuary 
Midnight.

55% 
off.
Serenity 
Breeze.

*Offer valid to 22.07.25 or while stocks last. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless 
otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All 
products are advertised in good faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available in selected stores only.

Waihi
94 Seddon Street

07 863 8787

Whangamata
419 Port Road

07 865 9027

Locally 
owned & 
operated

Free local 
delivery

We will 
take away 

your old 
bed

Chiropractic 
HD Radiate.

*Offer valid to 22.07.25 or while stocks last. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless 
otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All 
products are advertised in good faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available in selected stores 

Chiropractic 
HD Radiate.

*Offer valid to 22.07.25 or while stocks last. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless 

New library weaves together people and place
Te Ara Mātauranga, Waihī Beach’s 
new library, service centre and 
community hub, opened today – a 
space interwoven with community, 
creativity and connection.

Around 160 people gathered to 
mark the opening of the new $5m 
facility whose name, gifted by Te 
Whānau a Tauwhao hapū, means 
‘The Pathway to Knowledge’.

A blessing was performed by 
Reon Tuanau, of Ōtāwhiwhi Marae, 
together with tamariki from the 
neighbouring Waihī Beach Kura, 
with Western Bay Mayor James 
Denyer cutting the ribbon to declare 
the building o�  cially open.

“Libraries today are important 
community hubs – their role is so 
much more than just a repository 
for books. They’re public spaces 
where communities come together 
to learn, connect and thrive,” says 
Mayor James Denyer.

“This has been a collaborative 
process with involvement from 
elected members, Council sta� , 
mana whenua, the school, and the 
community centre committee. I 
want to thank all those involved for 
achieving such a great result, and 
in particular our builder, Hawkins, 
for delivering ahead of time and on 
budget.”

Valeta Duncan, Council’s Customer 
Services Manager, celebrated the 
community-led approach behind the 
new library.

“This project has been as much 
about the process, the relationships, 
and the learning as it has about the 
building,” says Valeta.

“From the start, we knew building a 
new library was a big deal, so it had 
to be an inclusive process. Everyone 
had the chance to have a say — 
especially our tamariki, who were 
encouraged to dream about what a 
new, shiny library could look like for 
them.

“Our partnership with Te Whānau 

ā Tauwhao Ki Ōtāwhiwhi has been 
crucial. We wouldn’t have this 
beautiful building that honours the 
stories and rich cultural heritage of 
mana whenua, without it.”

As well as the name, Te Whānau a 
Tauwhao gifted design elements 
connecting the building to 
Ōtāwhiwhi marae, the taiao 
(environment), and the coastal 
nature of Waihī Beach, including 
a kōwhaiwhai depicting the 
mangōpare (hammerhead shark). 
Representing resilience and 
perseverance, the mangōpare is 
depicted in the steps leading into 
the library, and windows throughout 
the building.

Reading ‘cubbies’ inside the 
library are named after di� erent 
types of obsidian found on Tuhua 
(Mayor Island) - Tuhua, Paretao 
and Kahurangi - also gifted by Te 
Whānau a Tauwhao.

A large harakeke weaving, by 
Kairāranga (weaver) Marino Magee, 
is on display as you enter the 
building, reinforcing the importance 
of taiao.

The new 400sqm library and 
service centre is four times bigger 
than the old library and is open 
43 hours a week, compared to the 
previous 23 hours, bringing it in line 
with Council’s three other library 
and service centres, in Te Puke, 
Ōmokoroa and Katikati.

The space includes two large 
meeting rooms with a moveable 
wall, one smaller meeting room, 
public computers and free wifi , 
dedicated reading spaces, ‘bring 
your own device’ work spaces, and a 
table for activities such as crafts and 
puzzles.

Te Ara Mātauranga Opening Hours:
Monday – Friday: 9am – 5pm
Saturday: 9am – 12pm
Sunday and Public Holidays: Closed

For more information visit: 
yourplace.westernbay.govt.nz/
te-ara-matauranga
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STORE NAME HERE

WAIHI
24 ROSEMONT ROAD, WAIHI • PHONE 07 863 8207
email waihi100@xtra.co.nz • www.100percent.co.nz

Be Warm
this Winter

Discover the perfect harmony of effi  ciency and comfort with our wide range 
of heat pumps and air conditioners. Call in and see the team for FREE quotes, 
Interest FREE terms and the extensive range of Heat Pump solutions.

HEAT PUMPS

Whangamata & Waihi News met 
with the wonderful ladies, Sheryl 
Parkinson, Rose Barrington, Helen 
Mackay, and Marian Richards, who 
volunteer at the Waihi Butterfly 
garden in Baker Street, Waihi, last 
week to see the wondrous remake 
of the Fairy House by the awesome 
guys at In Ch-It Plumbing. 

The house was tragically destroyed 
by vandalism mid-April, and was 
also needing the wee bridge 
repaired, new boardwalk creation, 
paths and planting of beautiful 
colour. They would love any 
donations of plants, simply take 
them down there on a Friday 
morning – you will find the busy 

ladies more than appreciative. It's a 
testimony to volunteerism that the 
Butterfly Garden has been lovingly 
worked on by local angels!

Helen Mackay told us "last January, 
I came down here to do a bug-hunt 
and the whole place was totally 
overgrown, I thought it all needs 
line trimming to find the tracks, so I 
kept coming down here every three 
or four weeks for upkeep, just last 
year we put in pipes and half bricks, 
short concrete tiles to tidy up the 
edges. It was then that I met Sheryl 
Parkinson, she jumped on board and 
kept the project going".

We caught up with Sheryl and she 
told us " This is my fourth year 
living here, I got to know about the 
Millstream Walkway walking my little 
dog, as time went by in six months 

it got more and more overgrown, I 
am a keen gardener and I don't shy 
away from hard work, so I thought 
I'll just start clearing around "Ethols 
seat" from March last year, in the 
winter cold and all, it was so sad. 
The ladies from the Herb Society 
started it and then Gabrielle came 
along and flattened the lot," it was 
then when she met Helen.

Rae Barrington, formerly a roofer 
builder (Rose's husband) has been 

incredible with time too, clearing 
bush and pongas, laying pathways 
and just recently he has made an 
incredible boardwalk, he would love 
more timber or brick donations, if 
our readers have anything to give 
for the project. 

Contact Waihi News on  
021 0232 1661 and I'll put you in 
touch with Sheryl or Rae.

– Jennie Black

Miracle garden – back to former glory

From left: Rose, Marian and Helen.
Sheryl Parkinson, committed 
volunteer.
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• Glass Repairs
• Shower Glass
• Splashbacks

Member AMN
Masterglaziers network

Proudly supported 
by Metro Glass

Contact 021 514 497   |   glass@bakerjoinery.co.nz

• Balustrades
• Retro-fi t Double Glazing
• Insurance Quotes

Baker Glass & Glazing Ltd

Exclusive 
SUPER SPECIAL PRICES 

on Solution Dyed Nylon Carpets
CARPETS AVAILABLE IN 36oz, 45oz, 55oz, 65oz all available in 12 new colours!

Carpets • Vinyls • Floor Sanding • Laminate & Planking
Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach • 07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277

sales@owensflooring.co.nz • www.theflooringfoundation.co.nz • www.owensflooring.co.nz

We Have All Your Flooring Needs Covered
Flooring Sales & Installation • Domestic & Commercial

BUY 2 TYRES
& be in to WIN!WIN!

Purchase 2 brand new tyres 
and go in the draw to win a 

$250 TYRE VOUCHER!$250 TYRE VOUCHER!
One winner each month for 

July & August
Don’t miss out!

WE BULK BUY SO YOU SAVE!
Terms & Conditions apply.

WAIHI

P H  0 7  8 6 3  9 2 1 1 W W W . T Y R E H Q . C O . N Z

P r o u d l y  S u p p o r t i n g  O u r  C o m m u n i t y

A new park bench has recently 
been installed at Waihi’s Rocket 
Park in memory of Ezra Tapp — an 
adventurous three-year-old who 
tragically drowned in 2014.

Ezra loved the Rocket Park. His 
grandfather helped build the original 
park, making the location a fitting 
place for a lasting tribute.

The memorial was initiated by 
local woman, Amy Sleep, who was 
inspired by a heartfelt tribute from 
Ezra’s mum, Julia. “She’d asked 
people to toot their horn for Ezra 
while crossing the bridge,” Amy 
said. “I thought — what if there was 
something permanent in a place he 
loved?”

With Hauraki District Council’s 
support, a Givealittle page and a 
generous donation from local family 

Stuie and Tamara Thompson, the 
dream of a memorial seat quickly 
became reality.

For Julia and Jason who now live 
in Northland, the new seat means 
everything. “As an angel mum, 
my biggest fear was Ezra being 
forgotten,” she said. “This gives him 
a place in the world — something 
permanent. It’s beyond precious.”

She says hearing about the 
community effort left her 
overwhelmed and grateful. “After 
years of hardship, to be helped like 
this — it’s so beautiful.”

Julia hopes the seat brings peace 
to others, too. “It may have Ezra’s 
name, but it’s for anyone missing 
someone. A place to sit, remember, 
and feel connected.”

The bench rests near the rocket 
Ezra once loved, with the rainbow 
in sight — a gentle place to imagine 
him soaring beyond, to his place in 
the sky — overlooking laughter, play, 
and the kind of joy Ezra brought 
into the world.

– Sam Roff,  
Waihi News Reporter 

Ezra’s Bench, a place to remember

A seat made with love: Amy Sleep at Ezra’s bench. Photo supplied by Amy Sleep.
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We care about each other, we care about looking after
 the environment and we care about keeping 

our communities vibrant and safe.

Our                 Awards recognise people that make
 a positive difference in our communities in 

so many different ways.

IN THE HAURAKI DISTRICT WE CARE

NOMINATIONS CLOSING SOON

Nominations open until 4pm, Sunday 27 July 2025

For more information or to nominate someone, visit our website
https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/community/awards

or call into any of our offices or libraries.

In the 1880s, the fi rst Post O�  ce 
operated from a small general 
store beside the Waihi Hotel (now 
known as the Commercial Hotel). 
The store was managed by Daniel 
Campbell, who also ran Waihi’s fi rst 
mail coach service. He delivered 
letters and parcels by horse-drawn 
carriage between Waihi, Paeroa, 
and Tauranga.

As the gold industry developed, so 
did the town. By the 1920s, the Post 
O�  ce had become a busy centre. 
Telegrams were sent to and from 
mining companies, newspapers, and 
stockbrokers. A team of message 

boys, telegraph operators, and 
postal workers kept mail moving 
despite slow roads and limited 
technology. Waihi’s population was 
about 5,000 at the time, and the 
Post O�  ce was a key service in 
everyday life.

Today, Waihi’s postal service 
continues to adapt — now 
embracing digital tools to meet 
modern needs.

The Waihi Paper Plus and Toyworld 
store, a long-standing NZ Post 
retail agency, was recently selected 
as one of only a few locations 
nationwide to pilot a new digital 
customs form for sending overseas. 
Store owners Stephan and Petra 
say they’re proud to support the 
initiative locally.

“We were really excited to be 
chosen,” says Stephan. “NZ Post 
even sent a fi lm crew to record the 
new process in action in our shop, 
which will be used to help train 
other stores across the country.”

The update replaces traditional 
paper forms with a streamlined 
online system. Customers scan 
a QR code in-store using their 
smartphone or device, complete the 
required customs information online, 
and receive a barcode. Sta�  can 
then scan this to instantly access 
the details and process the parcel.

This shift reduces the chance of 
errors or delays and enables NZ 
Post to more easily refl ect changes 
in customs requirements across 
di� erent countries.

Understanding that not everyone is 
confi dent with technology, Stephan 
and Petra have made sure help is 
available at their store. “We know 
it’s new for some people, so we’re 
happy to guide customers through 
the process,” Stephan says. “And 

we’ve chosen to provide a device in-
store for anyone who doesn’t have 
one.”

From handwritten telegrams to 
digital declarations, Waihi’s postal 
service continues to evolve — and 
thanks to NZ Post, locals can now 
send their parcels overseas with 
greater ease and accuracy.

– Sam Ro�  - Waihi News Reporter

Waihi’s postal service reflects the town’s growth

• Kitchens
• Joinery
• Wardrobe Solutions

For top-notch craftmanship & expertise in joinery & cabinetry
contact 07 863 8962  |  info@bakerjoinery.co.nz

Or pop into our Show Room 46 Johnston Street, Waihi

SHOW ROOM OPEN SATURDAYS

• Laundry
• Bathrooms
• Pre-Hung Doors

Baker Joinery Ltd
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NOTICE OF CLOSURE OF CONSERVATION AREA UNDER 
SECTION 13 CONSERVATION ACT 

PURSUANT to section 13(1) Conservation Act 1987, I hereby close 
conservation land in the Coromandel Forest Park in the Wharekirauponga 
catchment to public entry for reasons of public safety. 

The closed area is across fourteen sites totalling approximately 0.56 hectares 
of public conservation land being Forest Park, as indicated on the below plan. 

The period of closure is from 10 June 2025 until 21 May 2027. 

The closure is necessitated by the need to ensure the safety of the public for 
the duration of exploration operations on the land. 

During the closure it is an offence for a person who is not authorised by the 
Director-General to remain on, or enter, the area indicated on the below plan.  

Active closed sites will be clearly demarcated by fencing and signage. 

For further information on the conservation land closure contact: 
Department of Conservation Hauraki Office 
PO Box 343 
Thames 3540 
Phone: 07 867 9180 

Avi Holzapfel, Operations Manager, Hauraki District 

NOTICE OF CLOSURE OF CONSERVATION AREA UNDER 
SECTION 13 CONSERVATION ACT 

PURSUANT to section 13(1) Conservation Act 1987, I hereby close 
conservation land in the Coromandel Forest Park in the Wharekirauponga 
catchment to public entry for reasons of public safety. 

The closed area is across fourteen sites totalling approximately 0.56 hectares 
of public conservation land being Forest Park, as indicated on the below plan. 

The period of closure is from 10 June 2025 until 21 May 2027. 

The closure is necessitated by the need to ensure the safety of the public for 
the duration of exploration operations on the land. 

During the closure it is an offence for a person who is not authorised by the 
Director-General to remain on, or enter, the area indicated on the below plan.  

Active closed sites will be clearly demarcated by fencing and signage. 

For further information on the conservation land closure contact: 
Department of Conservation Hauraki Office 
PO Box 343 
Thames 3540 
Phone: 07 867 9180 

Avi Holzapfel, Operations Manager, Hauraki District 

Waihi dominates at semi-final 
The ruthlessly efficient and composed 
Waihi Athletic side somewhat inevitably 
beat a courageous Waihou 31-16 in a 
Thames Valley Premier Mens rugby semi 
final at Kenny Street rugby stadium. 

This knockout, winner-take-all match 
went exactly to plan for the Athletic 
Red n Blacks. An analysis of the scoring 
showed Waihi with three tries against 
Waihou’s two. Waihi’s points scoring 
machine Collard drilled four penalties and 
two conversions. Waihou were shut out 
for most of this match. Though Waihou 
had a faintest glimmer of hope early in 
the second half with a try to Scott Day. 

But Waihi limited any Waihou attacks 
by dominating both the possession and 
territory battles. Waihi Athletic players 
to shine included lock Dylan Horne and 
the loose forwards Kenan Gillson, Isaac 
Seiuli and Lessen Huiarangi. While resilient 
hooker Scott Day and first five Devyn 
Sheehan sparkled for Waihou. Score Waihi 
Athletic 31 ( tries C Sue 2, P Pouri-Lane. 
Q Collard 4 penalties and 2 conversions) 
versus Waihou 16 (Tries B Wilson-Beech 
and S Day, D Sheehan 2 penalties)

– Don Mackay, Waihi News Sports Reporter 
Photos by Mark James
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CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICES

WHANGAMATA RSA (INC)

Sunday 14th September 2025 at 11.00am
Notices of Motion, and Nominations for the Executive 
Committee are to be in the hands of the Secretary by 

5.00pm Friday 15th August 2025

Annual General Meeting

Whangamata RSA Poppy Trust
The Annual General Meeting of the Whangamata RSA Poppy Trust 

will be held on completion of the Main AGM
L Ward, Secretary

Welcome to the Sunshine Brand! We are thrilled to have 
Dennis in our growing sales team. With deep roots in 
Whangamata, years of real estate expertise, and a knack 
for connecting people, Dennis brings unmatched insight 
and care to every property journey. 

Dennis Wiley
021 555 374
dennis.wiley@raywhite.com

Golden Beach Realty Limited Licensed REAA 2008

Ready to buy or sell? 
Trust Dennis for a seamless, rewarding experience!

Dennis Wiley
WELCOME TO THE TEAM

W H A N G A M A T A

LIST WITH RAY WHITE

this winter and we’ll cover seven nights accommodation
in one of these amazing locations!
*Terms and Conditions Apply

Golden Beach Realty Limited Licensed REAA 2008
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PUBLIC NOTICES

2025 AGM AGENDA
The Agenda for the Annual General Meeting will be:
1. Opening of meeting
2. Apologies
3. Confirmation of minutes of previous Annual General Meeting 26 July 2024
4. Chairman Patrick Kerr’s Annual Report – and Adoption of Annual Report
5. Treasurer’s Report & Presentation of Financial Statements – & Adoption of Financial Statements
6. Election of Committee
7. Notice of Motion
8. Approval of Budget for the next financial year  by the Treasurer
9. Urgent General Business
10. Closure
Followed by our Monthly Business After 5 (BA5)
• Introduction and welcome by Patrick Kerr
• Members Minutes
• Presentation by Mitch King from the Economic Development Team at TCDC
• Momentum Waikato an update on Future Funds  – Janice Lapwood & Stephen Town
• Finger food and limited complimentary drinks will be provided

Annual General Meeting 2025
In terms of Clause 17.1 of the 

Constitution of Enterprise Whangamata Incorporated its 
2025 Annual General Meeting is to be held at the 
Whangamata Club Restaurant, 404 Port Rd, 

Whangamata on Thursday 31 July 2025 at 5pm sharp.

Sports results 
500 CARD CLUB
We meet every Wednesday 1-4pm 
at the RSA. Come along and join 
us. This week we played at the 
Whangamata Club. 
3 July: Highest score Snow Harris
Lowest score: Ange Dewhurst
Ra�  e winner Donna Lowrie
10 July: Highest score Erin Delaney
Lowest score Coltte Slack
Ra�  e winner Eleanor Leopald

TABLE TENNIS
10 July: Played at Whangamata 
Club. Angie Dewhirst was our 
winner with 9 points followed by 
Roger Wolfe and Wayne Broome 
with 8 points and Denise Wallace 
with 7 points.

MAHJONG
11 July: We had 58 players today 
with 15 tables. 
The results today are as follows
1st with 55 pts: Tina Palmer
2nd with 49 pts: Fiona Volkner
3rd with 49 pts: Dianne Trembath 
(countback)
Well done everyone.
There were three people with 
today's lucky number which was 12 
and was won by Jenny McLeod.
We welcomed two new players 
from Monday today - Kathy Weir 
and Christine Lipanovich.  
Just a reminder that subs of $10 
were due on 30 June. Please see 
Donna Lowrie if you want to pay 
or pay online at the account:  
Whangamata Mah Jong
02-0472-0011752-16

VEHICLES WANTED
We buy all cars, vans, ute, trucks, bus in any condition dead or alive. 
Call 0800 333 398 or text 021 344 449 

WANTED

AVAILABLE TO RENT

CABIN AVAILABLE – WHANGAMATĀ
Available NOW. North facing, sunny deck, semi furnished self contained 
cabin. Just 50m to beach, 170m to central Main Street, classic retreat for 
the person looking for a simplistic billionaire lifestyle. Txt 021 242 4284
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Interior/Exterior Painting

Wallpapering

Cedar Cleaning and 
Restoration Service

0224 552 363
brushstrokeswhangamata@gmail.com

PAINTER & DECORATOR

FIBRE INTERNET 
now available to 

order from Boot I.T.
We are the Coromandel’s 
only local Fibre Internet 
Provider, and the ONLY 

provider that offers 7 days 
per week support.

 Call us on 0800 242 266 
to find out more.

IT SUPPORT

Shay 021 742 966 | www.blackhillearthworks.co.nz
info@blackhillearthworks.co.nz

• Bobcat & excavator
• Tight access work
• Site works
• Topsoiling

• Driveways
• Hole drilling
• Concrete prep
• Cartage

EARTHWORKS

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES:

Whangamata Yard
2546 Waihi Whangamata Rd

M. 027 261 1262

Waihi Beach Yard
691 Waihi Beach Rd

P. 07 863 5340

Delivery service available

Cement, builder’s 
mix and a range 
of metals

Bark, mulch, 
compost 
and topsoil

Sand, lime chip, 
river stones 
and pebbles

LAND DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANTS
Subdivisions
Boundary Markings
Land Use Consents Topographical Surveys
Building Setout and Certifications Contact us

0508 4 BIRCH 
tairua@birch.nz

244 Main Road, Tairua 
www.birch.nz

LAND DEVELOPMENT

Whangamata-based small 
engine repairs & maintenance

121 Sharyn Pl • 021 0244 2791
ants.repairs.nz@gmail.com

ANTS REPAIRS

• Chainsaws  • Lawnmowers
• Ride ons  • Weedeaters

SMALL ENGINE REPAIRS

Any Concrete Requirements: Slabs, driveways, patios, paths, etc
All types of concrete - colour - finish
Council Permits for Vehicle Crossings

Excavation to finished product • Saw cutting & drilling

www.brownmoreconstruction.co.nz

REX: 027 285 5489
P. 07 863 3364 • office@brownmoreconstruction.co.nz

CONCRETE CONTRACTORS

We take pride in doing a quality job at a competitive rate

CONCRETE

M: 0274 367 254
E: jenboof@outlook.com

PAINTER & DECORATOR

RURAL FENCING  •  RESIDENTIAL  FENCING
POST AND RAIL  •  RETAINING WALLS

POLE SHED BUILDINGS
ORCHARD BUILDS & MAINTENANCE

BLAIN TEMPELMEYER  027 784 6538
coastlinefencing7@gmail.com

FENCING

Use Locals... For Locals... Support Locals!

ADVERTISING

Contact Jennie

Phone 
021 0232 1661

whangamatanews@gmail.com
Secure your space on here today!

COAST DIGGER & CARTAGE
• Digger & Tip Truck Hire
• Driveways
• Building Digouts
• Site Works
• Concrete removal
• Track work
• Hole Drilling
• Tree Felling & Removal

Murray Clarke 027 2010 209  
muzzclarke66@hotmail.com

DIGGER & CARTAGE
•	 Glass	and	glazing
•	 Frameless	shower	
enclosures	

•	Mirrors
•	 Aluminium	window	
maintenance

•	 Sliding	wardrobe	doors
•	Wardrobe	organisers

REGISTERED	WINZ	
SUPPLIER

clearvizinstalls@gmail.com  •  0273-727-533

GLAZIER

Coastline
Property Painters

/www.coastlinepropertypainters.comCall Richard Upton: 0274 884 881

 Interior   Exterior  Roofs
Protecting your investment Communication is everything

Updates & photos as your job progresses

PAINTER

Shopping made easy

A&A Asian Store
Shopping made easy

17 ROSEMONT ROAD, WAIHI (opp. Farm Source)

• Japanese • Korean • Filipino • Vietnamese 
• Malaysian • Thai

Ramen & Buldak noodles, corn dogs, dumplings, fi sh cakes, 
frozen meals, sweets, drinks and so much more...
FREE DELIVERY TO WHANGAMATA

Tuesday - Sunday 9am to 5pm  •  Phone 021 0256 107

ASIAN FOOD

PAINTER

CALL LEE ON 0275 656 336 
Lee.tpms@gmail.com

30 Years of Interior & Exterior Painting

Delivering High-Quality Service with 
Exceptional Results
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Exterior house or commercial building wash, roof wash, fences, driveway, patios – 
soft-wash for best moss and lichen clean and treatment, exterior window cleaning, 

or general water blasting, 100m of hose so access is no problem.

Prompt local service with 20 years’ experience.

Ph 0800 747 787  email housewash@xtra.co.nz or dial Andy direct on 027 313 4386

HOUSE WASHING

BUILDING WASHING

Mobile Hydraulic Hose Service

For Service That Counts
Matt: 0274 123 996

Waihi, Whangamata, Thames/Coromandel

Your Local
ccee

Matt: 0274 123 996

HYDRAULIC HOSE SERVICE

ARCHITECTURAL BUILDERS

BUILDING & LANDSCAPING

ADRIAN 0274 263 895  |  hansen.builderz@gmail.com  |  HBLHomesnz
Residential   |   Commercial   |   Alterations   |   Additions

COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE
Contact us to discuss your project & a free estimate today

CLEANING

07 863 8358 or 0800 225 552

whangamata@jae.co.nz

• Carpet Cleaning
• Pest Control
• Flood & Fire Restoration
• Stain Removal
• Upholstery Cleaning

AWARD-WINNING TAANZ BONDED TRAVEL BROKER
Travel Broker & CLIA Accredited Cruise Specialist

Whangamata 07 865 9568  |  M: 027 337 6222
Kay.Gregan@thetravelbrokers.co.nz   
thetravelbrokers.co.nz/kaygregan

Kay Gregan
TAANZ BONDED 
Travel Broker &  
CLIA Accredited 
Cruise Specialist

TRAVEL BROKER

AUTOMOTIVE & BOATS

Aickin Road, Whangamata (next to Bunnings)
P. 865 9073  |  E. office@jcdcustoms.co.nz

Mon-Fri from 8am

ONLY
STOCKIST IN TOWN!

ONLY
AGENT IN TOWN!

BOAT TRAILERS, CARS, CLASSIC & HOT RODS

Use Locals... For Locals... Support Locals!

Ade Cunningham
M. 0274 929 695 or P. 07 575 9149

info@framesnz.co.nz • www.framesnz.co.nz
300 Port Rd (corner of Ajax Rd), Whangamata 

• Picture framing
• Framed mirrors
• Art installation
• Pick up & 

delivery

FRAMING

ELECTRICIAN

GREG HENSTOCK 
ELECTRICIAN LTD
Registered Electrician

One Man Band

WHANGAMATA
0272 580 366

30 yrs experience, specialising in:
 Bathroom, deck & building repairs 

 Gib fixing & plastering 
 Interior /exterior painting

Please ring Rex on 021 997 428

HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN

ADVERTISING

By Locals, For Locals,  
About Locals! Home delivered.

Call Jennie 021 0232 1661.

For All Your Electrical Needs

Now Open In A Second Location 
Introducing Laser Electrical Waihi

WAIHI  07 863 7746
waihi@laserelectrical.co.nz
40B Kenny Street

WHANGAMATA  07 865 9309
whangamata@laserelectrical.co.nz
100 Lindsay Road

ELECTRICAL

CURTAINS / BLINDSOUTDOOR COVER
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Professional Foot Care

Mobile 027 663 2320 or  
email alison.c.walkington@gmail.com

Alison Walkington
Registered Nurse

Home visits by 
appointment

Pedicare Services
PODIATRY

STEPHANIE FRITH - QUALIFIED TECHNICIAN
pestpros@outlook.co.nz | 027 3211 796 | www.pestpros.co.nz

Whangamata & Surrounds
A member of Pest Management Association of New Zealand

Say goodbye to unwanted pests - 
spiders, ants, wasps, cockroaches, 
rodents & more! 

We offer a safe, effective pest 
management solution tailored to suit 
your needs.

Contact us today for a pest-free home 
or business. Locally owned & operated.

PEST CONTROL

We Sell and Service all Major Brands
Your heat pump specialist

On site marine & commercial refrigeration
Call today for a hassle-free quote

027 933 8599
www.reefrefrigeration.co.nz

HEAT PUMPS

Rikki Daysh, Owner/Operator 
022 408 8424
rikkisroofing@gmail.com

Residential 
re roofs & 
new roofs

Spouting

Cladding

Maintenance 
& re screws

ROOFING

WINDOW CLEANING

M. 0274 714 869  E. office@choatsplumbing.co.nz

FOR ALL YOUR GAS-FITTING, PLUMBING, 
DRAINAGE & ROOFING REQUIREMENTS

Registered craftsman & member 
of Master Plumbers

PLUMBER

Use Locals... For Locals... Support Locals!

PITCHER ELECTRICAL

RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL SERVICES

TONY PITCHER 0274 589 573

YOUR TRUSTED  
MASTER ELECTRICIAN  
working in Whangamata, 
Opoutere, Onemana and 

Whiritoa

ELECTRICIAN

021 617 664
secureglassltd.co.nz

For all your 
windscreen 

needs!

secureglassltd.co.nz

windscreen 

MONDAYS: 

RSA car park, Whangamata

TUESDAYS: 

Fresh Choice car park, Waihi

THURSDAYS: 

Tairua Community Hall, Tairua

FRIDAYS:

Goldfields car park, Thames

WINDSCREEN REPAIRS

RENTAL PROPERTY MANAGER

Julie Cunningham
027 549 2427

RENTAL PROPERTY MANAGER - WAIHI
FRIENDLY. LOCAL. RELIABLE.

pggwre.co.nz PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, 
licensed under the REAA 2008.

Call  today!

TREE & PROPERTY SERVICES FLOORING

Flooring Sales and Installation 
FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION
Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring 

SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach 
Open 8.30am-4.00pm Monday to Friday 

Saturdays by Appointment
Phone: 027 233 7277 | 07 863 5723 

sales@owensflooring.co.nz   owensflooring.co.nz

601 PORT ROAD, WHANGAMATA P. 07 865 7241
MON-FRI  8.30AM-5PM • SAT 8.30AM-3PM

MEAT AT THE BEACH
Winter Warmers ! 

Casserole & stewing steaks, Oxtails,  
Bacon bones,Swiss rolls and so much more !

 get our Whanga Streaky Bacon & Ham on the Bone  today!

BUTCHER

ADVERTISING

By Locals, For Locals,  
About Locals! Home delivered.

Call Jennie 021 0232 1661.

McBeth Rd Orchard Joinery
Affordable joinery

Tony & Nicky Ball - 027 229 2255
Whangamata

Kitchens new or upgraded
Laundries & bathrooms

Wardrobes & storage units
Free estimates

KITCHENS
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TREE SPECIALIST

 

Contact Ben 021 827 355  
treecarewhangamata@gmail.com

WARDROBES

Steve Parkinson
Central, East & South

021 0733 100
steve@wardrobesdirect.co.nzShowroom 

and office:  
175 Marua Rd  
Mt Wellington www.wardrobesdirect.co.nz

ALSO SERVICING 
WHANGAMATA

Car tyres / Wheel alignment 
4WD tyres / Tyre repair

Wheel balance
Small implement tyres

Batteries - car & marine

Cnr Port & Ocean Rd, 
Whangamata
www.challenge.net.nz

Phone Simon 
865 7698

TYRE & BATTERY SERVICES

SCAFFOLDING

•Mobile scaffolding
•Roof edge protection
•Construction scaffold

Servicing Whangamata 
and surrounding areas

Please ring 022 076 0160 or
email whangamatascaffolding@gmail.com
102 Lindsay Road, Whangamata  Est 2014

Please ring 022 076 0160

WINDOW & DOOR SERVICES HOME SERVICES

We specialise in
• Exterior house wash, windows, driveways, patios, decks, 
fences & roofs • Commercial, residential, rural, new builds 

& painters prep • Pests treatment (fumigation) 
• Rodents & wasps • Chimney sweeping • Roof treatments 

BUSINESS FRANCHISE FOR SALE

We cover Coromandel, Thames, Waihi, Waihi Beach, Whitianga, Whangamata

Avi@yourlocal.nz • www.yourlocal.nz • 022 534 5478 Avi@yourlocal.nz • www.yourlocal.nz • 022 534 5478 

Whanga Laundromat

“T he only locally owned & operated laundromat in town! ”

LAUNDRY

We can help with all of your general legal needs
• Conveyancing if you are buying or selling property 

• Sale and purchase of business assets • Commercial leasing  
• Relationship property • Trusts • Wills • Enduring powers of attorney

www.ussherlawyers.co.nz | Phone 07 865 8824
We’ve moved – now at 123 Lindsay Rd, Whangamata 

LAWYERS

Use Locals... For Locals... Support Locals!

* Heat pumps
* air conditioning

* reFrigeration
* Ventilation

SERVICING IN THE COROMANDEL AREA 
0272121994 - 0277251820

tidelinereFrigeration@gmail.com 
WWW.tidelinereFrigeration.com

REFRIGERATION & AIR CON

BOARDING KENNELS 
AND CATTERY

Quality care and facilities in a rural setting
Office hours: 9am-12 noon and 3-5pm daily 

INSPECTION WELCOME 
Ph 07 865 8242 or 027 624 3890 

Annette Gillatt 
4km south of Whangamata on the main road

BOARDING KENNEL / CATTERYBINS

LBP Builder / Renovation Specialist
07 865 6555 / 027 238 1659

skfrs@xtra.co.nz

BUILDER

ARBORIST & FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Available all year round. Smoking chunks or dust, kindling, 
bagged wood. Delivery available or pick up on Fridays from 
15 Dean Cres, Waihi. Gold Card discounts. Also 100s of native 
and exotic milled slab timber, garden mulch, smoking wood. 
0274 390 367 or our firewood hotline 022 043 1862

TREE PROBLEMS?
Dismantle, pruning, removal, stump 
grinding. BIG or SMALL – we do them ALL!

0274 390 367 
www.shortbacknsides.co.nz

EVERYTHING 
ELECTRICAL

Residential, Commercial, 
Data, Alarms 

          021 800 017 
admin@rustysparks.nz

ELECTRICIAN / DOG GROOMER
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SUDOKU
Fill the grid so every row, column and 3x3 
box contains the numbers 1-9

QUICK CROSSWORD

Across
1. Accomplish (6)
4. Seek (6)
9. Strengthen (7)
10. Gradually reduce (5)
11. Guide (5)
12. Greed (7)
13. Absorbed (11)
18. Alike (7)
20. Recess (5)
22. Once more (5)
23. Relating to the sense of 
touch (7)
24. Most recent (6)
25. Regain (6)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23

24 25

All puzzles © The Puzzle Company 

DECODER
127

Each number below represents a different letter. Find the correct 
letter for each number by working out the word from the letters 
given. To keep track, cross the letters off on the grid below.

Across: 1. Attain, 
4. Search, 9. Stiffen, 
10. Taper, 11. Steer, 
12. Avarice, 
13. Preoccupied, 
18. Similar, 
20. Niche, 22. Again, 
23. Tactile, 24. Latest, 
25. Retake. 
Down:1. Assist, 
2. Trite, 3. Inferno, 
5. Extra, 6. Reptile, 
7. Hornet, 
8. Incarcerate, 
14. Remnant, 
15. Panache, 
16. Assail, 
17. Serene, 
19. Links, 21. China.

CROSSWORD

DECODER

S
U
D
O
K
U

Down
1. Help (6)
2. Banal (5)
3. Conflagration (7)
5. Additional (5)
6. Cold-blooded creature (7)
7. Stinging insect (6)
8. Imprison (11)
14. Leftover (7)
15. Style and flair (Fr) (7)
16. Attack (6)
17. Tranquil (6)
19. Joins (5)
21. Porcelain (5)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12

13

14 15 16 17

18

19 20 21 22

23

24 25

26

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD
Across
1. Where you may find men in 
drag? It is a New Zealand resort 
town (10)
9. Stonefish? (4,3)
10. He is totally understood (5)
11. A serious rear end (5)
12. Poring over lassoing (6)
14. Mr. Tray was one to make a 
great sacrifice (6)
16. Rash he unfortunately would 
keep going on about (6)
19. Priest hides a youth leader in 
the gully (6)
21. An ability to be just with a 
beginner (5)
24. Measure the skim milk so to 
speak (5)
25. The grave nature of dear 
Nester and Bob (7)
26. An unusual gait caused by 

hanging on to birds with ropes, 
we hear (6-4)

Down
2. What a fluke! UN gets 
Nancy revolutionised (7)
3. Ducks to get down (6)
4. Get parts back for belt (5)
5. See through material made 
from middle-sized angora (7)
6. He’s enormous! Well – on a 
par within (4)
7. Conclude (sometimes falsely) 
with supreme contrivance (7)
8. Virginia creeper gets a 
measure (4)
13. Birthday cake (not baked) 
for alms (7)
15. Looking through a 
brochure west of London (7)
17. Go by the rules once! Ref! (7)Across:1. Queenstown, 9. Rock cod, 10. Roger, 

11. Stern, 12. Roping, 14. Martyr, 16. Rehash, 
19. Canyon, 21. Flair, 24. Weigh, 25. Earnest, 
26. Pigeon-toed. 
Down:2. Uncanny, 3. Eiders, 4. Strap, 5. Organza, 
6. Norm, 7. Presume, 8. Acre, 13. Charity, 
15. Reading, 17. Enforce, 18. Invest, 20. Yahoo, 
22. Alec, 23. Swap.CRYPTIC

18. Put money into office installation (6)
20. Cheers from the internet (5)
22. He’s a smart sort of person (4)
23. Exchange feet in return (4)

SOLUTIONS

*Refers selected models, ask in-store for details.

Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager 
021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

1 Hikuai Settlement Road, Hikuai 
www.prescottsgarages.co.nz

Power and 
performance

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product. We also demonstrate and deliver. Visit husqvarna.com today

5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY#

# Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details.

• GPS wire free
• All new EdgeCut
• Up 1000m2
• 30% slope performance
• 4G and WiFi connected
• Radar
• Theft protection
• Made in England

Electrical installation costs not included.

$6,058
Fitted

NEW
Husqvarna 410 XE 
Nera Automower
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