
Waihi number eight Isaac Seiuli scores the opening try of the match. Photo: Jason Bartley
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Whangamatā Tides 2025Whangamatā Tides 2025
JULY 2025   New Moon: 25th   Full Moon: 11th

Date High 
tide

Height
(m)

High 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Sun 
rise

Sun
set

AM PM AM PM
18 Fri 0:10 1.9 12:37 1.8 6:22 0.3 18:40 0.4 07:26 17:17
19 Sat 1:01 1.9 13:34 1.8 7:14 0.3 19:37 0.4 07:26 17:18
20 Sun 1:55 1.9 14:35 1.8 8:10 0.3 20:38 0.5 07:25 17:19
21 Mon 2:53 1.8 15:37 1.8 9:08 0.3 21:41 0.5 07:24 17:19
22 Tue 3:54 1.8 16:40 1.8 10:09 0.3 22:44 0.4 07:24 17:20
23 Wed 4:56 1.8 17:39 1.9 11:09 0.3 23:44 0.4 07:23 17:21
24 Thu 5:57 1.8 18:36 1.9 12:06 0.2 07:22 17:22
25 Fri 6:55 1.8 19:29 2.0 0:42 0.4 13:01 0.2 07:22 17:22
26 Sat 7:49 1.8 20:19 2.0 1:37 0.3 13:52 0.2 07:21 17:23
27 Sun 8:40 1.8 21:07 2.0 2:28 0.3 14:41 0.3 07:20 17:24
28 Mon 9:28 1.8 21:52 1.9 3:16 0.3 15:27 0.3 07:19 17:25
29 Tue 10:14 1.8 22:35 1.9 4:02 0.3 16:12 0.3 07:18 17:26
30 Wed 10:58 1.8 23:17 1.8 4:46 0.4 16:56 0.4 07:18 17:26
31 Thu 11:42 1.7 5:29 0.4 17:41 0.5 07:17 17:27

AUGUST 2025   New Moon: 23rd   Full Moon: 9th

Date High 
tide

Height
(m)

High 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Sun 
rise

Sun
set

AM PM AM PM
1 Fri 1.8 12:28 1.7 6:11 0.4 18:26 0.5 07:16 17:28
2 Sat 0:41 1.7 13:16 1.6 6:55 0.5 19:15 0.6 07:15 17:29
3 Sun 1:26 1.7 14:07 1.6 7:41 0.5 20:06 0.6 07:14 17:30
4 Mon 2:14 1.6 15:01 1.6 8:30 0.5 21:00 0.7 07:13 17:30
5 Tue 3:05 1.6 15:56 1.6 9:23 0.5 21:54 0.6 07:12 17:31
6 Wed 3:59 1.6 16:49 1.7 10:15 0.5 22:47 0.6 07:11 17:32
7 Thu 4:53 1.6 17:39 1.7 11:07 0.5 23:38 0.6 07:10 17:33
8 Fri 5:46 1.7 18:26 1.8 11:56 0.4 07:09 17:34
9 Sat 6:36 1.7 19:11 1.8 0:27 0.5 12:43 0.4 07:08 17:35
10 Sun 7:25 1.8 19:56 1.9 1:14 0.4 13:28 0.3 07:07 17:35

It’s been a couple months since the 
Government released its Budget and 
we’re now starting to see some of 
these policies coming into e� ect.

We know that many New Zealanders 
are struggling to keep up with 
rising rates, especially those on 
a fi xed income. In response, the 
Government is making targeted 
changes to the Rates Rebate 
Scheme to provide greater support 
for SuperGold Cardholders.

From 1 July 2025, the income 
threshold increased to $45,000, 
the maximum annual rebate rose to 
$805, and full eligibility for anyone 
receiving only NZ Super, if their 
rates are over $2,000.

That’s good news for pensioners 
here in the Coromandel and across 
the country. The changes mean an 
estimated 66,000 additional seniors 
will be able to access fi nancial 
relief that wasn’t available to them 

previously.

This additional support is one of the 
ways the Government is delivering 
targeted relief to those who need it. 
We’ve also brought infl ation down 
by cutting wasteful spending, and 
we’ve increased superannuation 
which gives couples an extra 
$129.40 every fortnight, thanks in 
part to the tax relief that came into 
e� ect last year.

If you think you might be eligible 
for the Rates Rebate Scheme, I 
encourage you to apply – even 
if you haven’t qualifi ed before. 
Applications can be made through 
your local council or you can 
download a form online at: 
www.govt.nz/browse/housing-and-
property/getting-help-with-housing/
getting-a-rates-rebate/rates-rebate-
application-form/

– Authorised by Scott Simpson MP, 
614 Pollen St, Thames

Rates Rebate Scheme 
now available to more 
SuperGold Cardholders

Local Whangamatā author 
Jan Wills-Collins has just 
released her new book, The 
Silent Intruder. It's available 
for $20 at Whanga Books, 
Waihi Paper Plus and you can 
order directly by email from 
Jan at jan.wills@xtra.co.nz

At 82 years, after a full and 
joyful life hard-won from the 
shadows of a childhood polio 
diagnosis, the last thing Jan 
expected was to face another 
life-altering battle.

But cancer, the silent 
intruder, doesn't ask for 
permission.

The Whangamatā author 
of Hidden Scars of Polio
returns with a raw, honest 
account of her second 
brush with a terrifying 
diagnosis, this time, bladder 
cancer.

Written with vulnerability, 
strength and grace, The Silent 
Intruder is not just a story 
of illness; it's a testament to 
resilience.

This book illuminates the 
emotional complexity of 
navigating a life touched by 
illness more than once.

With unwavering courage and 
quiet determination to keep 
living, the author invites readers 

into the depths of her thoughts, 
fears and hard-won hope. This 
is a story for anyone who has 
ever whispered "Why me?" For 
anyone touched by cancer, for 
anyone seeking strength in the 
face of the unknown.

The beautiful cover illustration 
is by the infamous Robin Ranga; 
she calls it 'Gratitude'.

- Jennie Black

'The Silent Intruder' 
– A personal journey of 
living with cancer
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SMS “Move” to 027 3205 070 
for a no obligation quote
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info@nzmoveit.co.nz
www.nzmoveit.co.nz

Residential & Commercial
Packing  |  Removals  |  Storage

Local, NZ Wide & Worldwide 
Furniture Relocations

“NZ Move It team were incredibly careful with 
my fragile items - the care was very evident!  
Nothing was too hard to assist with - I highly 
recommend their services”

P. McNeill, 2025 (repeat customer)

“The guys were both really nice.  They arrived on 
time and the move went perfectly.  They were 
efficient and worked hard.  It could not have 
been a better experience (and I have moved 
house almost 50 times over the years!)”

R. Preston, 2025

“The boys were marvellous. Couldn’t fault them!”

T. and L. True, 2025

We have an exceptional reputation. 
Just look what our recent customers have to say!
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“NZ Move It team were incredibly careful with my 
fragile items - the care was very evident!  Nothing 
was too hard to assist with - I highly recommend 
their services” 

P. McNeill, 2025 (repeat customer)

“The guys were both really nice.  They arrived on 
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We welcome your letters!  Email to: whangamatanews@gmail.com

Dear Editor,

The announcement that the 
Hetherington Road stormwater 
upgrade will proceed on July 21st 
brings into sharp focus a pattern 
of confrontation that has plagued 
our community's infrastructure 
discussions for several years. It's 
time to acknowledge that our 
current approach isn't working and 
take decisive steps to break this 
destructive cycle.

For too long, discussions about 
Whangamatā’s stormwater needs 
have been characterised by 
mistrust, limited transparency, and 
adversarial positioning between 
Thames Coromandel District Council 
(TCDC) and community groups. 
This ongoing confl ict serves no 
one's interests and prevents us from 
achieving the collaborative solutions 
our community desperately needs.

The current Hetherington Road 
project, while addressing urgent 
stormwater issues, has proceeded 
without the comprehensive 
evaluation and community 
engagement that such signifi cant 
infrastructure decisions warrant. 
The Port Road alternative, adopted 
in the 2019 Master Plan, remains 
unexplored in any meaningful public 
forum. Meanwhile, requests for 

project evaluation documentation 
have been declined, creating an 
information vacuum that fuels 
community concern.

We cannot continue to operate in 
this manner. Years of confrontation 
have created entrenched 
positions that obscure our shared 
objective: e� ective, sustainable 
stormwater management that 
serves Whangamatā’s long-term 
interests. The current impasse 
benefi ts no one and delays progress 
on infrastructure that our growing 
community urgently requires.

It's time for a reset. The 
Whangamata Stormwater Action 
Group extends an olive branch to 
TCDC and proposes a fundamentally 
di� erent approach to resolving 
our stormwater challenges. We 
call for facilitated dialogue under 
independent chairmanship, 
designed to move beyond historical 
grievances toward constructive 
problem-solving.

This process would work within 
TCDC's existing constraints while 
addressing legitimate community 
concerns. The objective isn't to 
relitigate past decisions but to 
establish a framework for future 
collaboration that ensures all 
a� ected community groups have 
meaningful input into decisions that 
impact their daily lives.

We propose developing a clear 
action plan that:

• Establishes transparent criteria for 
evaluating infrastructure options

• Creates genuine opportunities for 
community input

• Builds trust through open 
information sharing

• Focuses on securing long-term 
solutions rather than short-term 
fi xes

The stakes are too high for 
continued confl ict. Our community's 
infrastructure needs won't 
disappear, and neither will the 
requirement for public confi dence in 
how these projects are selected and 
implemented. We must fi nd a way to 
work together e� ectively.

The current contractor commitment 
could easily be redirected to any 
approved solution, making this an 
ideal time to pause and engage 
in the collaborative process our 
community deserves. This isn't 
about stopping progress – it's 
about ensuring that progress serves 
everyone's interests.

Whangamatā’s future depends 
on our ability to move beyond 
confrontation toward cooperation. 
The Stormwater Action Group 
stands ready to engage 
constructively with TCDC and all 
community stakeholders to forge 
a path forward that serves our 
collective interests.

The cycle of confrontation must end. 
Let's choose collaboration instead.

Sincerely, 
Rob Boston & Ian Holyoake, 
Whangamata Stormwater Action 
Group
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Thank you for investing in our community by shopping 
local you are supporting our local businesses.

‘Shop Local’ is continuing until 29 August 2025.

Proudly supported by

SHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPLocal

Simple: 
Shop - Scan to enter
Proof of purchase is required to collect the prize

Prize money up for grabs:Prize money up for grabs:

Simple: Simple: 

1st Prize 

$300
2nd Prize 

$150
3rd Prize 

$100

Every purchase is a vote for the 
kind of community you want to 
live in. When you choose where to 
spend your money, you’re not just 
buying goods or services – you’re 
shaping the future of our town.
The winter months test our 
resilience. Households tighten 
budgets, businesses face their 
leanest period, and communities 
must pull together. It’s natural 
to hunt for bargains, but there’s 
tremendous power in considering 
where those bargains come from.
The Ripple Effect of Local 
Spending
Behind every local business is a 
story of someone who chose to 
build something here. These aren’t 
faceless corporations – they’re your 
neighbours, friends, and fellow 
community members.
Local businesses create an 
economic ecosystem that benefits 
everyone. They hire from within our 
community, sponsor local sports 
teams, donate to fundraisers, and 
reinvest profits back into the area. 
Research shows that for every 
dollar spent at a local business, 
approximately 70 cents stays in the 
community, compared to just 40 
cents from chain stores.
Beyond the Bottom Line
Yes, local businesses face unique 
challenges. They can’t always match 
the rock-bottom prices of large 
retailers who benefit from massive 
economies of scale. But they offer 

something invaluable: personal 
service, local knowledge, and 
genuine care for their customers.
Consider the true cost of your 
purchases. That slightly higher price 
at the local hardware store includes 
expert advice, immediate availability, 
and the peace of mind that comes 
from supporting someone invested 
in your community’s wellbeing.
Small Actions, Big Impact
Supporting local doesn’t require 
grand gestures. Even modest 
purchases help businesses maintain 
cash flow during quiet periods. Can’t 
afford to shop? Your advocacy still 
matters. Share their social media 
posts, recommend them to friends, 
or leave thoughtful online reviews. 
Word-of-mouth remains one of the 
most powerful marketing tools for 
small businesses.
A Community Investment
Think of local spending as 
an investment in your town’s 
character and future. Every dollar 
that stays local helps preserve 
the unique businesses that make 
our community special. It’s 
about maintaining the personal 
connections and local flavour that 
make this place worth calling home.
Next time you need something, 
pause and ask: “Is there a local 
option?” Your answer might just help 
determine whether our town thrives 
or merely survives.

– Patrick Kerr, Chairman of 
Enterprise Whangamata Inc

Supporting local business 
matters more than ever

This week, we discuss the 
Hetherington Road pipe upgrade 
project. This project is part of a 
wider stormwater plan – but some 
key questions remain as to why 
it was prioritised over other key 
areas? Read more about the issues 
Whangamatā faces with stormwater 
at whangamataratepayers.org.nz 
and why a Spatial Plan could be the 
best thing for Whangamatā. 

ARTICLE 1: Pipes, Pavement, and 
Poor Planning – What’s About to 
Happen on Hetherington Road?

Big Dig, Big Questions

In the coming weeks, one of 
Whangamatā’s busiest roads—
Hetherington Road—will be torn up 
for a major stormwater upgrade. It’s 
a $3.1 million project that will bring 
noise, road closures, and months of 
disruption right through the heart of 
our town.

But many locals are asking: Why 
here? Why now? And who actually 
made the call?

Another Surprise Project

This is one of the most expensive 
infrastructure projects Whangamatā 
has seen in years. Yet there’s been 
no open public consultation, no 
clear explanation of the benefits, 
and little information shared with 

affected residents or businesses.

According to expert reports from 
2019, this project wasn’t even 
supposed to be next on the list. That 
spot was meant for Port Road—a 
more cost-effective, less disruptive, 
and ultimately more logical upgrade 
location.

So why was Port Road quietly 
dropped?

Port Road: A Missed Opportunity?

Engineering reports had previously 
identified Port Road as a better 
choice for stormwater upgrades. It’s 
shorter, easier to work on, and less 
likely to interfere with traffic or town 
events. It also had the potential 
to help with actual flood relief 
in nearby areas—something the 
Hetherington project can’t claim.

Despite these advantages, 
Port Road was shelved without 
explanation—and the more complex, 
costly Hetherington upgrade was 
pushed through instead.

Are We Getting Value for Money?

Ratepayers are footing the bill for 
this $3.1 million project. But what are 
we really getting in return?

Local experts have pointed out that:
•	The upgrade won’t reduce 

flooding for the 1,900+ properties 
recently labelled at-risk.

•	The proposed pipe changes don’t 
address the real causes of runoff 
or surface flooding.

•	The benefits to the wider 
community—or to existing homes 
in flood-prone areas—are still 
unclear.

Worse still, developers who add 
pressure to the stormwater system 
with new builds aren’t required 
to contribute to these upgrades. 
Ratepayers are being asked to carry 
the cost alone.

Community Concerns:  
Planning in the Dark

Many in the community are growing 
frustrated by the pattern: big 
projects with big budgets—but no 
clear process, no community voice, 
and no strategic vision.

Residents want answers:
•	Why was Port Road ignored?
•	What flood risks are actually being 

addressed?
•	Where is the long-promised Master 

Plan for Whangamatā?

The Hetherington Road project 
seems to be just the latest example 
of decisions made behind closed 
doors—leaving locals to deal with 
the cost, disruption, and confusion.

What We Really Need: A Spatial Plan

This is bigger than pipes. It’s about 
how decisions are made for our 
town, who gets heard, and whether 
the planning is being done for short-
term fixes—or long-term benefit.

Whangamatā urgently needs a clear, 
community-informed Spatial Plan—a 
roadmap that sets infrastructure 
priorities based on real data, fair 
funding, and genuine public input.

Without it, we risk spending 
millions on patchwork projects 
that solve little, and benefit even 
fewer. Whangamata Ratepayers will 
be finding out what is important 
to residents and ratepayers in an 
upcoming petition. Make sure you 
have your say.

In the meantime:
•	Talk to your neighbours
•	Share this article
•	Visit www.whangamataratepayers.

org.nz for more info

Petition Coming Soon: 
Calling for
•	A proper Spatial Plan
•	Transparent, community-first 

stormwater planning
•	Accountability over council 

decisions

Let’s plan Whangamatā’s future 
together—before it's planned for us.

– Whangamata Ratepayers Assoc.

Campaign Series: “Who’s really making the decisions?”
A community-led spotlight on council process, planning failures, and the need for a true Spatial Plan for Whangamatā. The Whangamata 
Ratepayers Association are bringing a series of articles over the next few weeks to support the need for better planning for Whangamatā. 
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For over 18 years, the Whangamat� 
Youth Trust has provided life-
changing support for teenagers 
in the Whangamat� community, 
helping them reach their 
potential and navigate challenges 
through mentorship, support, 
and meaningful activities. The 
important work they do is now 
under threat, with a signi�cant 
drop in funding placing their 
programmes and hours at risk.

The Trust operates out of the 
Youth Room and Whare Mahi at 
301 Port Road, thanks to the on-
going support of the Whangamat� 
Baptist Church. From this base, 
they o�er a wide range of support 
to young people, including one-
on-one mentoring, group sessions 
and programs, working closely with 
Whangamat� Area School.

The Trust employs three dedicated, 
part-time sta� members: Manager 
Ryan Thompson, and Community 
Youth Workers Simone Hughes 
and Nicholas Tautuhi. Together, 
they support and empower young 
people from all walks of life, those 
navigating challenges as well as 
those seeking connection, purpose, 
and opportunities to grow.

Regular activities run by the 
Trust include youth group nights, 
whakairo (carving) classes, driver 
licensing support, an employment 
pathway for school leavers, an 
after-school drop in, school holiday 
activities, camps, and outdoor 

adventures. These programmes are 
not just fun, they o�er structure, 
connection, and hope for many who 
need it most.

“Young people here are dealing 
with overwhelming challenges,” 
says Tautuhi. “We work with 
students facing bullying, isolation, 
family violence and mental health 
struggles. Some feel completely 
disconnected or believe they have 
no future. Our goal is to walk 
alongside them and remind them 
they’re not alone.”

National statistics from the NZ 
Health Survey show that the 
percentage of young people 
reporting mild or greater anxiety or 
depression has risen from 32.5% to 
52.5%. And the number experiencing 

moderate or higher levels of anxiety 
or depression has nearly doubled 
from 14.4% to 28.7%. This means 
over a quarter of young people face 
signi�cant mental health challenges.

Demand for services has grown 
dramatically, but at the same 
time the Trust has experienced a 
signi�cant drop in donations post 
covid. With increased competition 
for grants and ongoing economic 
pressures, the organisation has been 
operating at a �nancial loss just to 
keep up with need.

Now, the Trust is facing di�cult 
decisions. Without new funding or 
community support, they will be 
forced to reduce their programmes 
and hours, cutting o� lifelines for 
the young people who need them 

most.

The Trust is urging local businesses, 
residents, and supporters to get 
involved, whether through �nancial 
donations, resources, or partnership 
opportunities. Whangamat� Youth 
Trust is a registered charity and all 
donations are tax deductible.

To contribute or �nd out more, 
visit their website or contact the 
team directly. Any contribution 
big or small will make a di�erence. 
Together, we can ensure our young 
people have the support they 
deserve.  
whangamatayouthtrust.org 
Ryan Thompson (Manager)  
ryan@whangamatayouthtrust.org

Support needed to sustain vital work with local teens
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