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Decluttering Sale!
BIG SALE on our end of lines
Decluttering Sale!

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Good news! The Whangamata Lions 
are back from making the most of 
a wonderful summer. We’re kicking 
into 2025 with a few good projects, 
not the least our famous Lions Book 
Sale on Saturday 19 April – Easter -  
in a familiar spot outside the Council 
Building in Port Road.  

Come down and be assured of some 
good reading when winter arrives and 
the best place to be is on the couch in 
front of the fi re with a good book. Are 
you a jigsaw fanatic?  We can help 
with that too.  If you are passionate 
about cooking, we have all the usual 
suspects, Nadia Lim, Jamie Oliver et 
al.  And let’s not forget the children, 

we have heaps of books for all age 
groups up to young adult.

You may have heard that the 
Whangamata Lions are supporting 
Moana House to update equipment 
around the Lodge. Keep an eye 
out for the “Support Moana House 
Thermometer” going up in town.  
This is such a worthy cause, please 
donate to Moana House via the 
Whangamata Lions Trust Account: 
02 1254 00 313700 00. Its important 
and it's appreciated.

See you Saturday, 19 April, 9am 
to 2pm, on Port Road, outside the 
Council Buildings.

Lions Book Sale this Easter

Whangamatā will have the pleasure 
of welcoming the New Zealand 
Barbarians Rugby club to town next 
week. The club, which has existed 
in New Zealand since the early 20th 
century exists to improve the game 
of rugby at all levels, and encourage 
a free fl owing approach to the game.

On Friday, 4 April, at 5.30pm, a 
Barbarians male and female side 
will take on the Whangamata Area 
School boys’ and girls’ rugby teams 
at the Whangamata Rugby Club 
ground. The sides will be a mixture of 
familiar local faces, and players who 
have established playing reputations 
around New Zealand, and even the 
wider world. 

At the time of writing, the Barbarians 
line up was still being fi nalised but 
the game promises to be a great 
preseason event for our local school 
teams. Both the WAS boys’ and girls’ 
team will be combining with Waihi 
College this year at 1st XV level. 

With a number of veteran players 
moving on from school at the end 
of 2024, this season is very much a 
rebuilding one and it is great to live 
in an area where there is fl exibility 
to allow students to access rugby 
through partnerships like this. With 
great numbers in the youth grades 
rugby remains in good heart in our 
local secondary school moving 
forward.

Barbarians to open season

DOES YOUR HOUSE NEED 
SOFT WASHING?

Do your fences, driveway or patio look 
unsightly, due to mildew and mould, 

and need pressure washing?
We only use eco-friendly biodegradable detergents, 

that clean & prevent regrowth for a time.

For outstanding results...

CARPETS IN NEED OF 
A GOOD CLEAN?

With Blaster Master you get 
outstanding results!

We also undertake small repair jobs.

Call Macca on 027 949 6514 

With another Beach Hop in the 
books, it’s clear that Noddy 
Watts and his team outdid 
themselves again. These guys 
work tirelessly behind the scenes 
to make each Beach Hop more 
memorable than the previous 
year’s. It’s their dedication and 
passion which ensures that this 
event maintains its position 
as the key date on our local 
calendar.

It was great to see Prime 
Minister Christopher Luxon in 
Whangamatā getting a fi rst-hand 
experience of what makes Beach 
Hop so unique. He was one of 
the many visitors who descended 
on the Coromandel Peninsula to 
mark the silver anniversary of 
Beach Hop and to relive the best 
bits of the 50s, 60s and 70s.

There were plenty of classic cars 
cruising around the Peninsula, 
people were dressed up in 
their vintage fashion from that 
era, and there was just a really 
positive vibe throughout the 
event.

Our local businesses would have 
welcomed everyone spending 
time and money across the 
Peninsula. Events like Beach 
Hop provide an economic boost 
to many retail and hospitality 

businesses, and they also give 
visitors a chance to experience 
what makes our region so 
special.

When those visitors return 
home, they tell their friends and 
family about their time on the 
Coromandel which can be that 
little nudge for others to book a 
trip here.

Beach Hop is an event like no 
other and I’m sure people are 
already looking forward to doing 
it all again next year.

– Authorised by Scott Simpson 
MP, 614 Pollen St, Thames

Beach Hop 2025 – 
what a weekend!
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STEINER ATELIER
Fine Jewellery and Workshop

Offering you; onsite repair work, custom made jewellery  
and an invitation to transform your old jewels into new heirlooms

Official Opening Day
640 Port Road, previously known as ‘Strictly Time’

Saturday 5th April, 9:30am-3pmInstagram: @steineratelier www.steineratelier.co.nz

Whangamata stakeholders & support groups attend hearing
The Whangamata Ratepayers 
Association Inc. (WRA), and 
the Whangamata Combined 
Community Group (WCCG) 
presented submissions to Waikato 
Regional Coastal Plan Review  
(WRC) on the 14th Nov 2023, and 
the 18th March 2024 before WRC 
commissionaire panel. 

The hearing on 18th March 25 in 
Hamilton was well represented by 
Whangamatā stake holders and 
support groups. Full details of 
submissions will be available on the 
WRC websites in due course. The 
new rule changes could affect our 
environment into the next 10 year 
period.      

Submissions centred on the 
destructive effects of the mangrove 
plant in our harbours and the lasting 
damage to our pristine environment 
and quality of life. It is remarkable 
under Section 3 of the Draft plan 
that there is no comment, definition 
on the rights of the public for 
the protection of their amenity 
and recreational values from any 
encroaching, siltration hazard, or 
vegetation growth.     

Section 10 of the WRC draft refers 
only to creation of walkways as 
existing. Mangrove growth and 
obstruction has created less 
recreational access to waterways in 
places is impossible.

The principal concern of the 
Whangamatā Community for this 
review was that outside influences 
have taken charge in shaping our 
environment and quality of life.

From records at the onset 93% 
of our community supported the 
removal of mangroves due to the 
developing dangers. This was not 
considered important by the rules 
then set. 

Environment refers the same 
meaning as Section 2. “Purpose 
of the Resource Management Act 
1991”. The RMA Act “sustainable 

management” means managing 
the use, development, and 
protection of natural and physical 
resources, which enables people 
and communities to provide for 
their social, economic, cultural 
well-being, their health and 
safety, also avoiding, remedying, 
or mitigating adverse effects of 
activities on the environment.                             
Ecosystems include people 
and communities and must be 
considered and not ignored.

Over the past 80 years 

Whangamatā witnessed the 
gradual destruction, of our natural 
landscape, due to the growth of 
mangroves. The mangrove is not 
a protected species but was given 
“star status” by others. From the 
onset mangroves did not exist in 
any quantity the cultivation as a 
claimed resource is unjustified on 
many grounds. To declare them an 
indigenous plant is not supported 
by many. In some locations they 
may have a place but not at the 
expense of “protected sea grasses” 
being destroyed.

Engineering reports forecast the 
obstructing mangrove forests 
becoming a serious risk to flooding 
from the Wentworth River to 
adjoining private and commercial 
properties. This creating a legal 
liability which cannot be ignored.

We recommended new rule for the 
“MoanuAnuAnu harbour” to be 
declared a “Site Specific” harbour 
to be cleared of mangroves. That 
to reduce flooding risk and improve 
amenity and recreational values to 
become open for recreation amenity 
use a close distance to the township. 
The WRC currently indicate they are 
not prepared to support further cost 
for mangrove removal.  

Articles by the Forest and Bird Soc 
were presented. That Society now 
advocate for “Let the Rivers Go 
with the Flow” and “Making Room 
For Rivers” to clear obstructions 
allowing rivers to regain their natural 
flow status and essential to avoid 
flooding.   

Whangamata Harbour total 
area 440 hectares with 
mangroves of approximately 
100 hectares. Mangroves have 
increased at 1 hectare per year 
for the past 80 or so years.                                                              
The total seed fall is contained 
within the harbour with one narrow 
opening under 200 metres wide out 
to the ocean. 

The Permitted Activity rule to apply 
to mangrove seedling removal 
wanted fuller consideration as a 
“performance objective” method, 
counter to the hand cut “tool 
specific” labour method ruled. 
Existing Environment Court ruling of 
the 14th May 2012 allows machinery 
use in the coastal marine area after 
May 2022.

Presenters; John Spencer and 
Peter Priest KSM. Advocates                                                             
On behalf of Whangamata 
Ratepayers Association Inc.                                                                                                                    
and the Whangamata Combined 
Community Group. 
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Protect yourself 
against fl u before 

winter arrives
The fl u vaccine is free 

if you’re over 65

info.health.nz/fl u

It’s also free for pregnant people and for 
many others with certain underlying health 
conditions, including diabetes, heart and 
lung diseases, and mental health conditions.

To book your fl u vaccine:
• visit BookMyVaccine.nz
• call the Vaccination Healthline 

on 0800 28 29 26
• contact your doctor, pharmacy or 

healthcare provider.

Another summer
Prayers have been said for places 
like this. A sun kissed cove for L&P 
stained memories. The type of 
treasure so captivating you only 
realise the true splendour of the 
moment once it’s passed. 

Once you’re whipping round the 
twisty turns in the confi nes of the 
Kopu-Hikuais. Tipping a dreary 
head to a foggy window, tucking 
your knees to your forlorn chest, 
reminiscing on summers spent in 
this small town. A place of salty lips, 
crunchy hair, sandy fi ngers, crispy 
tan lines, sun scalded toes, anklet 
stacked limbs and a heart fi lled 
with the warmth of Coromandel 
sunshine. As the amble fl ow of life 
dances through the town streets 
like a tide coming and going, the 
familiar faces of sweet smiling 
locals brush past bringing a sense 
of belonging and comfort. From a 
4-year-olds exciting new adventure 
to a teenagers second home. Every 
journey through familiar roads has 
been met with the warm welcoming 
embrace of a summer safe haven. 
Devoid of worries or hustle. Almost 
entombed in time just waiting for the 
fl ood of life brought in through the 
months of November to February. 
Tight embraces, giddy smiles and 
endless overlapping chatter swirls 
the streets sounding of reunions long 
overdue. Faces frozen in memory 
unfreeze to exciting new changes. 
Suddenly you have a whole new 
person in front of you, yet nothing 
has changed in the time apart. Young 
families lay picnic blankets on the 
soft sand and line up for ice creams 

bigger than their heads, sure to end 
up all over tiny, grabbing hands. Kids 
on bikes whiz past eager to win the 
race to the fl ying fox park or back 
home (where they were supposed 
to be an hour ago). Early morning 
walks along the calm beaches and 
roads. Ending in content chatter over 
mouthwatering meals at Port Road 
Project. Humid nights at the Fishing 
Club interrupted by the shouts and 
splashes of the nearby wharf. Where 
children young and old squeal with 
delight and nerves as they plunge 
into the rushing water. Awaiting them 
a cheesy pizza or salty fi sh and chips, 
washed down with an icy drink or a 
cold beer or two for mum and dad. 

But the daytime, the daytime is my 
favourite. 

Nights are wild and mornings 
are serene, but the days are fun, 
adventurous, unpredictable and 
memorable. Whether you’re braving 
the bumps and boating to Slipper 
Island. To spend a day swimming 
with stingrays and fi sh, jumping from 
slippery rooftops or simply enjoying 
a sausage and bread as a song older 
than you fi lls the air. Maybe you’re 
feeling brave and decide to get your 
wetsuit on and tie back your hair. 
Dragging your family out of bed 
at the alleged “crack of dawn” to 
venture to the harbour, Jetski in tow. 
Either carving up the wake on your 
wakeboard or screaming your head 
o�  as you fl ip and fl y on a biscuit. 
Long drives with the windows down 
blasting cheesy pop songs that 
capture the essence of summer. 

Sandy feet slapping the Lino fl oors 
of New World after a long day of 
tearing up the waves at the surf 
beach. But the fun isn’t just within 
the waves of Whangamatā. Just an 
hour's or less drive away are secret 
spots worth the wait.

Cathedral Cove, secret beach and 
Frog Rock are just to name a few. 
Rushing rivers encased in forests so 
thick they seem untouched. Beaches 
hidden by steep trails, so serene and 
crystal they seem unreal. 

But the crowd favourite event of the 
holiday is New Years and the weeks 
before and after. The whole time is 
stamped with explosive energy and 
parties. Unforgettable memories 
burned behind our eyes like fi reworks 
burning high and colourful in the sky. 

In the weeks to come, New Year’s 
resolutions will be quickly forgotten 
as Whanga’s call for fun and 
relaxation, before heading back to 
the hustle of work and school life, 
grows louder. This town of young 
families, old couples, crazy adults 
and summer craved teens became 
a home for many. When it drew us 
in with its tremendous swell and 
good vibes. But what kept us all 
coming back is its ability to delightful 
community. My eyes reopen to see 
the fat droplets of water pelting the 
windows reminding me that I’m just 
reminiscing. But the promise of that 
little town, tucked in the hills, always 
being there for another summer is 
sustenance enough for another year. 

– Sophie Hall, 14 years

Renewable 
electricity the 
cheapest solution
George Williams seems to 
have forgotten that renewable 
electric generation is far and 
away the most e�  cient and 
cheapest solution to our energy 
questions. According to the 
Ministry of Business, Innovation 
and Employment most recent 
statistics 87% of energy came 
from renewable sources and 
continues to increase. 

If George is worried about the 
cost of living increase then he 
should really consider the cost 
to the economy of climate 
change. If we don't reduce our 
carbon footprint then we can 
expect bigger cyclones, more 
fl ooding and landslides, and 
conversely worse droughts. 
These predictions are made by 
the vast majority of scientists 
who study these things, and the 
evidence is already irrefutable 
when one watches the news.   

John Lipscombe
WHANGAMATA

We welcome your letters! Send them 
to whangamatanews@gmail.com
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Art lovers mark your calendars! The 
Whangamata Art Trail is set to take 
place over Easter weekend, on April 
19th and 20th. This vibrant event 
will showcase the creative heart of 
Whangamata, offering visitors the 
chance to explore 12 art hubs and 
studios featuring well-known local 
artists and guest creatives from 
Whitianga, Tairua, and Coromandel.

With a diverse range of artwork on 
display, from painting and sculpture 
to mixed media, flax weaving, 
jewellery and ceramics, the Art Trail 
promises something for everyone. 
Whether you're an avid collector or 
simply enjoy experiencing the magic 
of artistic expression, this self-
guided tour will take you into the 
studios and creative spaces of some 
of the region’s most talented artists.

Two Harcourts Challenge 2025 
award winning artists will be 
amongst those opening their studios 
to the public.  Ted Pickett won the 
Supreme award 2025. His work is an 
interesting blend of concrete, timber, 
resin, oxides and copper. With these 
materials, he experiments with 
various techniques to bring out 
colours and patterns inspired by 
nature. Ted's sculptures are one-of-
a-kind, reflecting his Māori heritage 
and his deep connection to the 
beautiful Coromandel environment. 
As Ted puts it, “I have a spiritual 
attachment to the area, my whenua 
is Ōpoutere."

His pieces have found homes not 

only in local gardens but have also 
journeyed as far as England and 
France, where they are likely to stay 
put for quite some time. Ted finds 
working with concrete particularly 
rewarding, describing his creations 
as bomb proof. He shares, "One 
of the beauties of concrete is its 
bulk and weight. Someone asked 
if I could make them a piece that 
couldn’t be stolen. They would need 
a Hiab truck to move some of what 
I produce, or at least a few very 
strong people."

Unlike some other materials, 
concrete doesn't offer much room 
for changes once a project is 
underway. Still, Ted embraces those 
moments of surprise when things 
take an unexpected turn for the 
better. As he says, "That’s not to 
say that I haven’t had serendipitous 
moments where things have turned 
out differently, and sometimes 
better than planned."

Jo Cullen, winner of the Taste 
category of the 2025 Challenge, 
enjoys incorporating texture 
and movement to large canvas, 
taking inspiration from nature and 
including our local coastline and 
from travelling in both New Zealand 
and overseas. “My passion for art 
has been with me for as long as I 
can remember. I have attended art 
workshops in France, New Zealand 
and recently in Tuscany, Italy. It was 
such a treat to live la dolce vita, and 
learning so much to bring home to 

add into my work. I am fortunate 
to have the time now to invest in 
developing my skill and technique 
further”.

My studio will be open over Easter 
10am to 3pm Saturday and Sunday.

We are so fortunate to have first 
time guest artists from the wider 
Coromandel and beyond. . Among 
the many highlights is Whitianga-
based painter and sculptor Peter 
Augustin, whose bold and colourful 
abstract pieces never fail to 
captivate audiences. Also featured 
is Peter Felix Muller, a highly skilled 
artisan renowned for his exquisitely 
handcrafted jewellery—each piece is 
a work of art. Painter Paula Knight 
is coming from Papamoa with 

her beautiful coastal landscapes. 
Guest artists from around the 
region including Kaye Olgivie , Maia 
Astwood, potters and Jessi Mccaw a 
painter will be exhibiting work at the 
Hubs. Regular visiting artists will be 
back this year with a new range of 
work along with a diverse range of 
Whangamatā-based artists including 
Vicki Morris, Lynne Robinson, Bernie 
Ross, Nikki Seales, Heather Watt, 
Sue Jamieson and many more, all 
excited by the interest in the Easter 
Art Trail.

Each location along the trail will 
provide a unique insight into 
the creative process, with many 
artists available to discuss their 
work, inspirations, and techniques. 
Visitors will have the opportunity 
to purchase original pieces directly 
from the artists, making it the 
perfect chance to take home a 
special memento of the event.

This Easter weekend, immerse 
yourself in the artistic spirit of 
Whangamata and the surrounding 
regions. The Whangamata Art 
Trail is a fantastic way to explore 
local creativity, engage with artists, 
and celebrate the vibrant arts 
community in this stunning coastal 
setting.

Stay tuned for more details, 
including a map of participating 
studios and hubs. Don’t miss this 
chance to connect with art, culture, 
and creativity in Whangamatā this 
Easter!

Discover the Whangamata Art Trail this Easter

Artist Jo Cullen.

WWW.WHANGAMATACLUB.CO.NZFACEBOOK.COM/THEWHANGACLUB404 PORT ROAD P. 07 865 8705

Open 
daily from 

11am

Restaurant
Friday to Sunday from 5:30pm

Bistro
Monday – Friday from 3pm

Saturday & Sunday from 12pm

Dinner menu
From 5pm daily
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7.30pm on 5th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th April and 
2pm Matinee on 6th April at Whangamata Memorial Hall

Adults $30 --- Students $15 --- Members $25
Tickets on sale at Whangamata Info Centre 

or email nandrpilcher@gmail.com

Whangamata Theatre Society
presents

KillerKiller
BoobsBoobs
By Tim Hambleton

Directed by Aisne Edwards

2 for 
$140

SELECTED
SWEATS

After weeks of rehearsal, the cast 
of Killer Boobs are about to bring 
this hilarious comedy by Tim 
Hambleton to the stage. 

This year the male role of Richard is 
played by Kevin (KB) Brinsden who 
is joined by wife Carly. She hasn’t 
acted since her secondary years. 
Director Aisne Edwards initially 
approached KB about taking on 
the role of Richard Anderson, a 
Top Pharmac Official. As she spoke 
to KB it was apparent that Carly 
would be a great fit to play Kath 
opposite her husband. The couple 
run the local South Pacific Motel 
and Conference Centre and knew it 
would be quite a challenge fitting in 
rehearsals with their lifestyle.

In the early 2000’s KB appeared 
on the small screen in both 
‘Shortland Street’ and ‘Street Legal’ 
as well as being in several local 
and international commercials. 
He says that as showtime is fast 
approaching, he feels like he talks to 
Kath more than he talks to Carly!

Carly enjoyed lead roles in her senior 
school years. Her roles including 
Lady Brockhurst in ‘The Boyfriend’, 
a Russian hussy in ‘Just Joe’, the 
Queen in ‘Sheik Rattle And Roll’ 
and Narrator of McBeth. She recalls 
working with Rob Guest in Joseph.                           

The lead role of Jennie is being 
played by well-known local 
Therese Dixon. Therese has been 
involved in theatre for many years 
in the Auckland area acting and 

singing. She has been a Judge 
for NZ Musical Theatre Awards 
and Showdown judging Auckland 
Secondary School performances.  
She has a Trinity College Diploma 
in Performing Arts (Speech and 
Drama).

Therese started a Youth Drama 
group in 2005 in Hunua which 
performs a show every year. 
Directing many adult shows, she 
has directed ‘Ugly Customers’ in 
2021 and ‘Heaven Help Us’ last 
year locally. She was also a part of 
‘Our Special Place - South of the 
Bombays’ in 2023. 

This play is set in a hall in Te Aroha 
for the most part and covers a 
period of six months. The wardrobe 
crew under the supervision of Lyn 
Dorreen have to allow for very quick 
costume changes and a group of 
four or five dressers assist the cast 
to change in and out of their various 
costumes. To enable this and also 
change of set, Anna-Maria Slater is 
an onstage crew member between 
scenes who will keep the audience 
amused.

Anna-Maria has been involved 
in numerous productions over 
the last thirty years, including; 
comedies, dramas, music halls and 
pantomimes. Her last role was as 
Jemima in ‘Our Special Place, South 
of the Bombays’ in 2023.

Get your tickets now as this show 
runs from 5 to 12 April, with no 
shows 7 and 8 April.

Killer Boobs finally onstage

Aisne Edwards, Kellie Parsons as Bex, Carly Brinsden as Kath, Therese Dixon as 
Jennie and Kevin (KB) Brinsden as Richard.

The wardrobe dressers who have to dress the cast very quickly, left to right: 
Janice Allen, Jeanette Winslade, Valda Ritchie, Lyn Dorreen (wardrobe lead) 
and Jocelyn Moore.
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