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BY LOCALS, FOR LOCALS , ABOUT LOCALS.

WHY
SHOP
LOCAL?
Your support helps
us put back into OUR
COMMUNITY. You help
us buy food and clothes
for our FAMILIES. We
SUPPORT other local
businesses. We pay
local taxes which
HELP our schools and
emergency services.
We offer
PERSONALISED service
and UNIQUE offerings
you will never find in a
chain store. WE CARE
because we are a part
of the COMMUNITY.
Shopping local makes a
real DIFFERENCE for us
ALL so let’s keep it in
the NEIGHBOURHOOD!

p
u
s
b
m
It’s thu
d
e
d
n
e
t
x
e
e
h
t
r
o
f
!
k
r
a
p
e
t
ska
STORY: PAGE 6

CAPTION: PAGE 2

A SHORT-STORY CHALLENGE
Put your thinking caps on!
In 75 words or less, write a shortshort story about your life since the
Covid-19 outbreak.
You can be dramatic, factual or
hysterical! This is a no-holds-barred
competition!
The best three will receive a prize
from Whanga Books.

Entries close 5pm, July 3.
Some entries will be printed in our
next two issues. Winners will be
announced in our July 17 issue.
Email your entries to:
whangamatanews@gmail.com or,
for technology-challenged readers,
post to: Whangamata News,
PO Box 204, Whangamata 3643

FREE
COPY

PLEASE
TAKE ONE
!

SEE ALL EDITIONS ONLINE WWW.WHANGAMATANEWS.NZ
LIKE US!

WE WELCOME YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS!
EMAIL WHANGAMATANEWS@GMAIL.COM

SEE ALL OUR EDITIONS LIVE ON
WWW.WHANGAMATANEWS.NZ
EDITORIAL: LESLEY – 021 664 784
MEDIA SALES: JENNIE – 021 0232 1661

NOW DELIVERING TO HOMES IN WHANGAMATA
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Emergency
numbers
For all genuine emergencies
requiring Whangamata
St John Ambulance,
Fire Brigade, Coastguard,
Surf Life Saving or Police,
DIAL 111 immediately.

Other useful numbers:
MENTAL HEALTH HELPLINE
1737
WHANGAMATA SURF CLUB
07 865 8401

Whangamata News
EDITOR

Lesley Staniland
Ph 021 664 784
wordy1@gmail.com

SALES EXECUTIVE

Jennie Black
Ph 021 0232 1661
jennieablack@gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Peter West
Ph 027 291 2703
Peterwest463@gmail.com
Lesley Staniland
Ph 021 664 784
wordy1@gmail.com

ART DIRECTOR
Anna Gledhill

WHIRITOA SURF CLUB
07 865 9045

www.whangamatanews.nz
FRONT COVER
Impressed with the Whangamata
skatepark are Wellington group Jake,
Jacob (from Hamilton), Hudson, Blake,
Oliver (Olly), Owen and Lucas. STORY: P6
119 Hetherington Rd, Whangamata 3620
PO Box 204, Whangamata 3643
Printed by Inkwise NZ
Published by Whangamata NEWS Limited

HARBOURMASTER
021 594 563
THAMES-COROMANDEL
DISTRICT COUNCIL, WGM
07 865 0060

For editorial or photographic matters,
phone Lesley on 021 664 784
or email whangamatanews@gmail.com
For advertising & advertorial
information, phone Jennie on 021 0232
1661 or email jennieablack@gmail.com

Editorial

Social distancing? What’s that?

COASTGUARD
07 865 8800

• Photos should be at least 300dpi and
in focus.

All content featured in Whangamata NEWS Limited
is subject to copyright in its entirety and may not be
reproduced in any form without permission from the
Publisher. Any material supplied for publication is at
the submitter’s risk. All information is believed to be
true by the Publisher at the time of printing.
Views expressed in Whangamata NEWS Limited are
not necessarily those of the Publisher.

WHANGAMATA POLICE
07 865 0300

WHANGAMATA
MEDICAL CENTRE
07 865 8032

• We ask that articles be no more than
250 words although exceptions can
be made.

POSTAL ADDRESS

Remember the rules!

COROVETS – VET CLINIC
07 865 8109

We welcome your letters,
articles, photos, news tips
and advertising enquiries.

REGISTERED OFFICE

ONEMANA SURF CLUB
Laurie 021 2666 114

ST JOHN AMBULANCE
07 865 9011
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Letters
Keep Coromandel Beautiful
Readers pic; History
Skatepark a hit;
Cat charity on the move
Challenging times
Foodbank needs our help;
See your country first
School’s back
What to do in Whanga
Reader’s pic
Dune planters sought
Retirement apartments a
great way to live
Support local businesses
Test your knowledge;
Weather chaos
Waitomo opens
Golf results; Classifieds

Queen’s Birthday Weekend
unleashed the social animal
in many of us – Whangamata
shops were flat out, especially
those having sales.
Shoppers could be seen on
the street carrying bags with
Tango’s, Coastal Trends, Mainly
Casual and other labels.
No one seemed to be keeping
their distance – they were just
keen to snaffle a bargain.
While retailers have been
obeying the rules, with a
register for everyone who enters
the store and hand sanitiser at
the ready, the fact that locals,
bach owners and other visitors

were actually ‘allowed out’ over
Queen’s Birthday seems to have
gone to our heads.

activities with flooding, flying
debris, rough seas and torrential
rains.

We still need to be wary and
remember that, although
New Zealand has been free of
Covid-19 for 10 days (at the time
of going to print), experts are
warning that a second wave
could hit.

It was surprising to see a
large number of vehicles
out and about – including a
goon in a red car racing along
Hetherington Rd.

So please people, even if we get
to Level 1, it would pay to keep
your distance, especially when
in close contact with strangers
to town.
Winter is here with a vengeance.
Queen’s Birthday Weekend
was a bit of a wipe-out for any

All around the Coromandel
there were reports of fallen
boulders and trees closing
roads and of course, the usual
flooding points south of Tairua
and at Hikuai.
In this sort of weather – stay
home!!! You’re putting yourself
and others in danger when
driving in these conditions.
– Lesley Staniland, Editor

Scott Simpson

MP for Coromandel
Lynn Cairney is passionate
about design, the landscape,
her reputation and the
landscaping industry.
Lynn Cairney Dip. LDesign,
Fusion Landscape Design Ltd
Registered Master Landscaper
– Landscape Ind. Assoc.of NZ

Fusion Landscape Design is an
award-winning company, with
offices in both Whangamata and
Auckland, who prides itself in
providing professional, quality
design and landscaping services.

Phone 021 123 5650
www.fusionlandscapedesign.co.nz and
fusionlandscapedesign.houzz.co.nz

Thames 07 868 3529
Kaiaua 09 232 2588
Katikati 07 549 4312
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpson.co.nz

Funded by the Parliamentary Service. Authorised
by Scott Simpson MP 614 Pollen St Thames.

Lesley Staniland
EDITOR

Jennie Black

SALES DIRECTOR
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SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS ............Strengthen our LOCAL economy

We welcome your letters! Email to: wordy1@gmail.com

Thanks for your
support Whanga
How lovely it was to open the
Whangamata NEWS in late May
and discover a letter to the editor
written by Jude Oliver where she
complimented Terry and myself
on our parcel delivery and care
for the town’s people during
lockdown in particular.
We wanted to write in to say
thank you to Jude for such a
lovely letter but also to the
Whangamata Community for
always supporting us in our work.
Many of you made comments
on our Facebook posts detailing
our lockdown services that were
unexpected but so heart-warming.
Terry of course is the contractor,
I am merely the ‘Mrs’ who helps
when help is required.
Mainly I keep him fed and
hydrated because he gets so busy
that he forgets to!
But, that said, it is important to us
that you are looked after well; you
are our community and some of
our favourite people on the planet.
Whether your parcels are
delivered by us or the lovely Ingrid
of Courier Post (whom many of
you mistake for Terry’s wife) we
appreciate you as much as you
appreciate us.
We would also like to
acknowledge the other courier/
freight services working to ensure

that you get your packages in and
out of town.
A really friendly bunch of people
who, despite representing other
companies, get along and support
each other also.

Terry and Michelle
NZ COURIERS

NZME responds
In response to M A James
(Letters, May 8) for the record I
would kindly like to point out New
Zealand Media and Entertainment
(NZME) is New Zealand’s largest
employer of journalists and
broadcasters with more than 500
employed across New Zealand.
NZME only operates in New
Zealand dedicating its entire focus
on New Zealand audiences, their
communities and New Zealand
businesses.
NZME listed on the New Zealand
Stock Exchange in 2016 with no
single controlling shareholder nor
any who are media operators in
their own right.
We have an independent Board
comprised of [sic] respected New
Zealand-based directors.
As employees of NZME, my team
and I are proud to be passionate
supporters of the Whangamata
and wider regional community
through the Coastal News & Waihi
Leader, and our radio stations The
Hits, and Coast.
We have been a part of the fabric

of this community for many
decades.
We also make no excuses for
boldly supporting our community
during these incredibly difficult
and challenging times.
These are times when
communities and their leaders
should be uniting around a
common cause - to help get our
towns and cities thriving again.

Scott Inglis

REGIONAL EDITOR,
BAY OF PLENTY – NZME

Economic struggles
Yet another important trading
weekend slips by for the
hospitality industry while the
Government sits on its hands.
With only one active case of
Covid-19 in the whole country,
trading restrictions remain for a
sector struggling to even come
close to breaking even. Most will
trade at a loss, further adding to
financial stress.
The Government seems oblivious

to the mounting damage it is
doing to the economy across the
board.
The current threat from the virus
is now minute and restrictions on
economic activity are impossible
to justify.
However, a Government of the
left will always relish a position of
control over people’s lives and will
be reluctant to relinquish such a
position.
Our PM proudly celebrates the
strategy of “go hard and go early”
but history will show the flaw.
Too hard, too late and too slow
to release restrictions will be
identified as to what deepened
the economic abyss that will take
decades if not generations to
recover from.
As some commentators have
already suggested, 30 years of
sound economic management
have been flushed away in a
matter of weeks. The damage did
not need to be so extensive.

George Williams
WHANGAMATA

On the move?

Let Carol make you
her priority.

Did you know? Whangamata NEWS...
• Is totally owned by locals – it has
no corporate or overseas investors
• Welcomes your news tips,
contributed articles, Letters to
the Editor, photographs, and your
feedback
• Is about locals – every person has
a story to tell

• Is a publication for locals, but also
for the many who have baches
and holiday homes here and
want to keep abreast of what’s
happening
• Supports local initiatives,
community groups and individuals
• Is now home delivered

Contact: 021 664 784 - Lesley, Editorial / 021 232 1661 - Jennie, Advertising

Homesafe
Locksmiths
& Services
ONE key to fit
ALL doors!
FREE advice on your
lock requirements
Ian McAuley (Macca) Owner/Operator • 126A Tamaki Rd, Whangamata
Phone 021 719 495 or 07 865 7092 • Email imacca2003@yahoo.co.nz

Carol Hatton

Licensed Consultant REA 2008

18 years Experience - Listing & Selling
Call me: 027 574 3758
Email: carol@corofirstnat.co.nz

REAA
2008
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Come on Whanga – let’s have a spruce-up
Whangamata, here’s our chance to
shine!
Thames-Coromandel District
Mayor Sandra Goudie is
encouraging towns around the
Coromandel to enter the national
Beautiful Awards.
‘The Beautiful Awards celebrates
enviromental excellence and is a
great way to celebrate the positive
things during these uncertain
times,’ Sandra says.
‘One thing that remains certain is
the need to look after, enhance
and preserve our beautiful
environment for our local
communities.’
In 2018 Plastic-Free Coromandel
Town won the Community Group
Award, along with the newly-built
Hot Water Beach toilet, which
won the Plumbing World Best Loo
Award.
Now is Whangamata’s chance
to seize an award - already, the
one-man-band Keep Whangamata
Beautiful is working on the signs
at each entrance to town, cleaning
off years of traffic grime and
making them all bright and shiny.
Spokesman Don Mackay said
it was important to keep the
entrance to Whangamata spruced
up - ‘First impressions count’, he
says.

Photo: Don Mackay
Sandra says that by winning two
categories in 2018 reflected the
efforts of the communities to
keeping New Zealand beautiful.
This annual competition is open
to all individuals, environmental
groups, schools, businesses,
communities, towns, cities and
councils.
The official awards are across five

categories:
• Individuals
• Communities
• Businesses
• Places
• Towns and Cities

Entries are open until 5 August
2020.
The winners will be announced at
the Beautiful Awards Dinner which
is likely to be held at The Domes
Auckland Zoo on October 29.

Entries are valid for projects,
campaigns and initiatives which
have been completed between
August 1, 2019 and August 5 this
year.

Please address any questions or
queries to projects@knzb.org.nz.


– Lesley Staniland

PITCHER ELECTRICAL
Know the faces that come to your home!

Lance

Tony & Ryder

Authorised
serviceman for most
major brand home
appliances

Laura & Karne

Specialists in new homes, alterations,
lighting and all electrical repairs

SERVICING
WHANGAMATA FOR
OVER 50 YEARS!

3 GENERATIONS
AND 1 MORE
ON THE WAY!

Authorised F&P Service Centre

P. 865 8848 | M. 0274 589 571

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

Our services include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

residential & commercial
swimming pool repaint specialists
airless spraying
wallpapering
sponging
ragrolling
texturing
waterproofing
water blasting
all work guaranteed
competitive prices

Call us for an obligation free quote!
Bruce Mack – 027 241 6953
Over 30 years experience...
professional, quality service guaranteed!

proteam@xtra.co.nz

www.proteampainters.co.nz
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SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS ............You support LOCAL jobs
Our history

Kids roam free in Whanga
Following on from the history
article in our May 22 issue, we
continue Marie Wise’s account of
what Whangamata was like back
in the 40s, 50s and 60s.

They would run away and hide
until they got to like the two
white-haired foreign gentlemen
- later coming home with potato
chips from them.

Local woman Marie Wise first
visited Whangamata about
1948-49.

A fruit and vege barn was put
up on the corner of Port and
Philomel roads. Very handy for us
but didn’t seem to last long.

Here’s an excerpt of her
memories, as published in
a book, True Tales of the
Coromandel’s Eastern Seaboard,
compiled and cordinated for
the Treasury, The Coromandel
Heritage Trust, by Anne Stewart
Ball with editorial assistance
from David Rushforth.
When Mum’s ‘Vee Garnett’s’
bach was built, we came for
our holidays - usually on a long
weekend, Easter or Labour
Weekend. Never at Christmas for
that was hay-baling time on the
farm at Te Poi.
About the early 1960s we came
to Whangamata for holidays with
our two sons.

Virus look-alike
discovered near Whanga

Steve and Larry would use that
sand area for hop step and jump
games etc.
Later on, when the Whangamata
Club was extended, a grey, high
concrete wall was erected. It was
good listening to the music on
Saturday nights.
We used to go to the pub via the
back road (metal) and later on in
the 1990s to enjoy music outside,
buy smoked fish, fruit and veges
and craft etc.
Hot, freshly roasted cashew nuts
were my favourite, along with the
live music and meeting friends
and rellies.
There is a coronavirus look-alike hiding in the Whangamata hills.
Research from the New Scientist says: ‘Coronavirus particles are
surrounded by a fatty outer layer called an envelope and usually
appear spherical as seen under an electron microscope, with a crown
or ‘corona’ of club shaped spikes on their outer surface.’- Don Mackay

They used to go down to where
Leander Park bowling green is
now and throw stones on the
roofs of the dark coloured army
huts.

Winter dining
‘Paris’
sideboard
1640x850
$1495

‘Paris’
1900x1000
table & chairs
$2495

$1295

$1995

‘Rustic
Skandy’
1800x900
table & 6 chairs
$2995

$2495

‘Chateaux’
1200 table
& 4 chairs
$1995

$1795

‘Cross’

1800x900 table
& 6 chairs

$2895

$2595

‘Toscana’
table & 6 chairs
$2690

$2390

419 Port Rd, Whangamata
P. 865 9027 FREE DELIVERY

“You’ll be surprised how far we go”
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Seal of approval for
skatepark

Cat supporter on
the move

It’s five years since Victoria
Cordery began a crusade to
reduce Whangamata’s wild cat
population.

The newly-opened addition
to Whangamata’s skatepark
has earned lots of praise from
locals and visitors over the long
weekend.
On Sunday when there was a
lull in the rain, about 30 kids
appeared from nowhere to
indulge in their passion.
Among them were a group from
Wellington – regular visitors to
our town – with a friend from
Hamilton, all celebrating a 13th
birthday.
The birthday boy was Blake

Porteous from Wellington who
described the skatepark as his
‘favourite skatepark ever!’
Jack O’Doherty, 12, was also
impressed.
‘It’s really fun and it caters for all
levels of experience.’
Owen Eagan was a little bit shy
and said the park was ‘good’.
According to Blake’s cousin Jacob
Porteous, 13, from Hamilton, the
Whangamata skatepark is ‘way
better than Hamilton’s’.
Twelve-year-old Oliver (Olly)
Bennett said the park provided
facilities for skaters of all levels
and it provided fun for everyone,
while Lucas Slessor, 13, described
the park as ‘real nice and the new
bits are really cool’.
The last member of the group,
Hudson Tries, 12, who has been
skating for two years, said ‘it’s the
best park I’ve ever been to’.
– Lesley Staniland

It all began when she found no
authority seemed to be interested
in the fact that there was a colony
of wild cats at the local dump
(refuse transfer station), catching
mice and rats (the good news)
but also producing kittens at an
alarming rate (the bad news).
So, using her own money, and
with several volunteers, she
began trapping the cats and
having them de-sexed, using her
own money to do so.
The cats were then assessed and
those that were re-homable found
nice warm homes to go to - those
that were too wild were returned
to their ‘home’ at the dump.
‘When we started there were
about 40 cats - and increasing
- at the dump. We’re down to
about 15 now,’ Victoria says.
She and husband Dave found
the charitable work a bit hard
on their pockets so almost three
years ago, Victoria set up a shop Kitschy Cats - in a storage unit in
Casement Road - and sales from
that helped fund the operation.
While volunteers were keen to
help out, their numbers dwindled
as circumstances changed or

people moved out of town.
Cousin Philip, who owns
Whangamata Furniture and
Bedding, opened up a small
portion of the shop to house the
Kitschy Cat shop - and it has
been hugely successful just in its
first week, Victoria says.
The long Queen’s Birthday
weekend and the inclement
weather drew lots of people
into the store - and Victoria
was delighted with the positive
comments she received.
Having neutered 150 local cats,
she is now concentrating her
efforts on helping reduce Waihi’s
wild cat population.
‘The street cat problem in Waihi is
really bad so I’m helping Maggie
at Waihi Town Cats with trapping.
Waihi Vets are helping with the
spaying.
‘Kitschy Cats is helping fund that
programme as well - we’ve had
about 20 neutered so far - but
our goal is to set up a similar
shop in Waihi.
‘It’s a bit sad the councils or other
authorities won’t help out as
the abundance of wild cats is an
environmental issue - we’re not
crazy cat ladies! We’re doing this
for a purpose - to be kind to the
cats and the environment.’
– Lesley Staniland

GLAUCOMA
A progressive vision condition that can lead to blindness.
Risk factors for developing glaucoma:
• Myopia
• Diabetes
• Thyroid disease
• Migraine
• Eye injury
• Family history of glaucoma

Glaucoma is known as the sneak thief of sight.
To be sure that you, not your guide dog, are seeing what is
important to you book your appointment today.

Visique O’Hagan Vision Care
612 Port Road, Whangamata • Phone 07 865 0007

Offering our FREE NEUTERING service since 2015
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SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS ............Benefit from their EXPERTISE

A Challenge during Covid-19
Simon and Tanya Bratton along
with children Zac and Olivia
moved to Whangamata on April
30 after purchasing the former
Z Service Station on the corner
of Port and Ocean roads in
Whangamata.
‘We signed up a deal to purchase
late last year, certainly never
expecting a global pandemic in
between,’ Simon said.
‘Due to Covid-19, we tried to push
back the start date. However, while
Z were happy to accommodate
a delay, they said they would still
close the site on April 30th. We
decided as it was the only fuel site
in Whangamata we just had to
make it work, so we arrived on the
30th of April,rolled up our sleeves
and started operating on 1st May,
just with family initially operating
the pumps.
‘Our family have really enjoyed
the friendly welcome from the
Whangamata community and
look forward to participating in
and enjoying the Whangamata
lifestyle.

Tiarna, Zac, Simon and Tanya are happy to serve Whangamata motorists.

I am really enjoying the fact that
locals are interested in the change
to Challenge, and have asked a lot
of questions.

I am happy to share the frequently
asked questions, and feel free to
call in and ask away.

We are happy to take suggestions
for the business as well.
> MORE ON PAGE 24

Save on fuel at Challenge Whangamata
per
litre
discount

Standard
Card Holders

Choosing local, fuels local.
Shop local, help local, live local.

mychallenge.co.nz
Terms & conditions apply

per
litre
discount

SuperGold
Card Holders

Earn
points

Save
on fuel

Give

to your
community
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Huge demand on
support service
While most of us have been
tucked away in our own little
bubbles, emerging only for
food or medical appointments,
Whangamata Community
Services Trust has been busier
than ever.
Demand for food parcels or
personal shopping for elderly
people or immune-compromised
people has increased hugely
during lockdown levels, Heleene
White says.
They have also been busy with
counselling sessions as people
feel stressed or were faced with
redundancy.

The ‘new norm’ in travel

What should have lasted a year is
almost gone.
‘Having kids at home all day,
every day, has put a strain on
many families,’ Heleene said.
Chris Hannah from WCST said
churches and other organisations
usually made regular donations
but during lockdown they were
unable to.
If anyone can help, there is a
donation bin at New World and
another one outside the WCST
office in Port Rd, which is open
fro, 9am to 3pm, Monday to
Wednesday, during level 2.
– Lesley Staniland

The Foodbank is at an all-time
low - the food collected in last
year’s Whangamata Real Estate
food drive is dwindling rapidly
and more donations are sought.

Did you know?
• Whangamata NEWS is
totally owned by locals
– it has no corporate or
overseas investors

• Whangamata NEWS
supports local initiatives,
community groups and
individuals

• Whangamata NEWS is a
publication for locals, but
also for the many who
have baches and holiday
homes here and want to
keep abreast of what’s
happening

• Whangamata NEWS
welcomes your news
tips, contributed articles,
Letters to the Editor,
photographs, and your
feedback

• Whangamata NEWS
is about locals – every
person has a story to tell

In a new column, Whangamata NEWS talks
to travel experts on what we can see and do
in our own backyard.

• Whangamata NEWS is
now home delivered

We can be contacted on:
Lesley, Editorial – 021 664 784
Jennie, Advertising – 021 232 1661

The travel and tourism industry
have changed with the arrival of
Covid-19. Travel is evolving to the
‘new norm’, as it becomes safe to
travel domesticly.

As I move along further up the
coast to stop in Coromandel
township, no visit to Coro town
would be complete without
savouring the delicious seafood.

Kiwis always adapt and adjust to
challenges set before them, but
we must support local now, more
than ever.

I am keen to explore the local
artists. Have you enjoyed the
Driving Creek Railway excursion?
It’s on my list of must do’s.

The travel/tourism sector has been
hit the hardest, not just in New
Zealand but globally. However,
we move forward to celebrate our
own beautiful country, Aotearoa –
New Zealand and all it has to offer.

The windows walk on the
Karangahake Gorge has been on
my list too.

The borders have been closed
to the rest of the world and we
cannot venture further out, but we
are fortunate there is talk of the
Trans-Tasman bubble opening.
In fact, it could be pointing
more towards the South Pacific,
which will be wonderful for these
countries, who rely heavily on
tourism for their survival.
Why not explore the Coromandel
Peninsula further and take time
to stop and savour this beautiful
piece of paradise?
On my list is a trip to Hahei to stop
for lunch at the Church Bistro, a
tasting at the Hot Water Brewing
Company with the opportunity to
support local business.

While I have visited this area and
swum in the river, I have never
completed the windows walk
or taken the historic Goldfields
Railway from Waikino.
This is a great idea when the
grandchildren are visiting. Of
course, it’s weather dependent.
Become a local expert in your
area then you can share with
family, friends and overseas
visitors.
Venture further afield and the
doors will open into a jewel box
of New Zealand domestic travel
opportunities, just waiting for you.
Travel safe and keep well.

– Kay Gregan
The Travel Designer Ltd
TAANZ Bonded Travel Broker &
CLIA Accredited Cruise Specialist

FLOORINGXTRA.CO.NZ

FAIRVIEW WHANGAMATA
304 CASEMENT RD,
WHANGAMATA
07 865 8919
WWW.FAIRVIEWWHANGAMATA.NZ

FLOORING TO
SUIT YOUR STYLE
Phone or email us! We’re measuring & laying! View samples instore!

Whangamata

|

636 Port Road

|

07 865 8562

|

whangamata@flooringxtra.co.nz
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School after lockdown

The 60 Second Sell challenge
School students’ chance to win $500
and showcase the Coromandel

Not a lot has changed since
school returned - but it’s sad
Spirit Day had to be cancelled
because of the Covid-19
lockdown, Whangamata Area
School head boy and girl say.
Helena Vaughan and Trae
Cooney said most students had
continued lessons via video
link during lockdown but they
missed being able to socialise
with friends during lockdown.
Trae missed being able to surf
- all surf competitions were
cancelled - but is looking to the
future and ‘normality’ once more.
Helena also missed not being
able to play sport but said there

was still plenty of school work to
keep her occupied.
‘It was weird not seeing friends
for ages,’ she said.
‘It’s also a shame that Spirit
Day - where the whole school
gets to have lots of fun and do
things together - has had to
be cancelled. We’re going to
see if we can organise events
for smaller groups at school like doing different things with
different classes.’
Both are looking forward to
Level 1 where they will be able
to get back to some sort of
normality.

Thames-Coromandel District
Council has launched a competition
for school students around the
Coromandel as a way to promote
the region’s domestic tourism
and show the rest of the country
why we love being here, and why
people should come and visit.

2. The winning entry for each
category will receive $500 for
their school and the video will
be showcased through our
communication channels and
beyond.

If you’re interested in making
videos, now is your chance to
make $500 for your school and
help promote local businesses and
showcase the Coromandel to the
rest of the country.

There are three categories:
(Each category wins $500)
• Junior school ages 5-10 years
• Middle school ages 10-13 years
• Senior school ages 14-17 years

Mayor Sandra Goudie said entries
can be submitted either as an
individual or a team – and as many
entries as you want can be entered.
‘The purpose of the video will be
to boost the economy through
sharing your stories about why
you love local, and love the
Coromandel,’ Sandra says.
The 60 Second Sell challenge
involves:
1. Making a sixty-second video
promoting what you love
about where you live on the
Coromandel and why people
should come and visit your
neighbourhood.

It has to be exactly one minute, no
shorter or longer.

How to enter:
• Pull a team together and register
with dana.little@tcdc.govt.nz.
• Promote or create a story about
where you live and the reasons
why people should come and
visit.
• Shoot your video. Send it to
us in a message on our TCDC
Facebook page.
The deadline for registrations is
Friday 5 June and entries close on
Friday 12 June. It will be judged
by our panel of experts who will
announce the winners on 24 June.
For more information contact
dana.little@tcdc.govt.nz or
visit tcdc.govt.nz/60secondsell

– Lesley Staniland

HART & LOWE
On 1 April 2020, Tim Hart Law Office
welcomed Geneva Lowe as a partner
in the legal practice which will now be
known as Hart & Lowe Barristers and
Solicitors.

BARRISTERS
AND SOLICITORS

Tim has practiced in Whangamata
for 29 years after relocating from
Matamata as a partner in Jones Hart
Howden.
Tim graduated from the University
of Canterbury with an LL.B and
was admitted to the bar in 1974.
He commenced his legal career in
Matamata and joined Don Howden in
partnership in 1978. It was a general
practice but with an emphasis on the
law as it applied to farming. In 1990,
after they went into partnership with
Robin Jones of Matamata, the firm
purchased the Whangamata firm
of Brian Gibson who was retiring.
Whangamata was a branch office until
1997 when Tim took over the firm as a
sole practitioner.
Tim has acted for numerous sports
clubs, charities and societies in
a pro bono capacity. He is also a
past president of the Whangamata
Ratepayers Association and has served
on its committee several times. Tim
was a founding member of Earthwatch
Whangamata & District Inc. and has
been actively involved in anti-mining
campaigns since 1994. He spends most
of his spare time on his family’s farm.

ADVERTORIAL

Geneva, who grew up in Whangamata
and attended the local Area School,
joined the firm in 2017. She graduated
from the University of Otago with an
LL.B and B.Com, majoring in finance,
and was admitted to the bar in
2010. She commenced legal practice
in Wellington, working in various
fields including sports, contract
and criminal law. In 2011, Geneva
took a position at the Wellington
branch of the Public Defence
Service specialising in criminal law,
appearing predominately in the
District Court and also from time to
time in the High Court and Court
of Appeal. She returned home to
Whangamata in 2017 to take her
legal career in a new direction,
concentrating on property law,
estates, wills, trusts and succession
planning.
In her spare time, Geneva is
committed to her local community
being a member of the Board
of Trustees of Moana House,
and a senior crew member and
committee member for Coastguard
Whangamata.

DOUBLE ACT
GETS RESULTS

512 Port Road, Whangamata

|

Phone 07 865 9521

|

Hart & Lowe will continue the
work of Tim Hart Law Office
and, with over 50 years combined
experience, the firm is committed
to providing an efficient, effective
and professional service.

reception@hartandlowe.co.nz
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BIKE TRAILS

/

Having fun,
keeping fit
There’s a group of cyclists
who get together on Sundays
(weather permitting) for a
friendly, relaxed and social
ride. They try different routes
each time and take their time –
there’s no competition among
this group!

FISHING

/

WALKING TRAILS

/

SURF REPORTS

SWIMMING

BEACHES

MOUNTAIN BIKING

WALKS

Whiritoa – 12km south of
Whangamata. Swim or walk, collect
shells.

Whangamata Ridges Park, five
minutes north of Whangamata on
SH 25 has numerous tracks from
Grade 1 to Grade 6, offering exciting
rides and spectacular views. The
tracks are in a forestry area so
please check accessibility before
riding.

Whangamata and surrounds have
numerous walks. In town one of the
favourites goes from the Marina
along the Moana Anu Anu estuary
and river, with a fitness trail along
the edge.

Whangamata Harbour, Ocean Beach
and Otahu Estuary – check these
areas for yourself. The various spots
are ideal for SUP, kayaking, surfing,
swimming, diving, spearfishing,
snorkelling, jetskiing and skiing.
Onemana – swimming is OK along
the beach. The south end is safest
for children. A good beach for
surfcasting. Mussels and kina in the
area around the rocks.
Opoutere – All the above activities.
Access through the pine forest. Bird
watching is an added attraction
here.
Note: At all beaches, watch for rips
and do not swim out beyond your
comfort zone.

Facebook: Whangamata Ridges
Mountainbike Park. Information also
available from Pedal and Paddle
shop, cnr Port Rd and Winifred Ave.

GOLF
Whangamata has two golf courses
administered by the Whangamata
Golf Club – the Titoki 18-hole course
just south of town and the nine-hole
Williamson course on Achilles Ave.

CYCLING
Just about anywhere is safe to ride
in Whangamata as long as you
respect the rights of other road
users. The path from the Marina
and along Moana Anu Anu estuary
is ideal for walkers, runners and
cyclists. Again, have respect for
other users.

SURFING
Whangamata is renowned for its
surf beaches – take your pick! There
are several surf schools close to
the beach. Check with the infoPlus Visitor Information Centre for
further details.

WE WANT YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS!

There are many kilometres of beach
to explore – and if you get too hot,
take time for a dip.
Pokohino Beach and Te Ananui are
on forestry roads off Whitipirorua
(Onemana) Rd, with fairly steep
tracks down to each.
Walking tracks at the end of
Peninsula Rd offer spectacular
ocean views and over Whangamata.

Whangamatagolf.net.nz
Email: whangamata@golf.nz

If you would like to join
them, contact Chris Coombe
at Pedal and Paddle, Port
Rd, and join the fun!

/

Wentworth Valley – a popular area
with walkers and campers. Not
accessible if fords are flooded.
About 1.5km heading south of town,
turn right onto Wentworth Valley.
Many attractions on the valley walks,
including waterfalls and swimming
holes. Grab a brochure from infoPlus Visitor Centre in Port Rd.

Numerous adjuncts and clubs, from
athletics to yoga, meet regularly
in Whangamata so check with
info-Plus if there’s anything specific
you’re interested in.
P. 07 865 8340
W. whangamatanz.com
E. enquiry@whangamatainfo.co.nz

If you have an event coming up please
let us know! Email: wordy1@gmail.com

Come and explore the
glorious Paradise Coast!
WHANG

W

A
Z E A L

CYCLES, HIRE,
SALES & SERVICE
• E Tours

700 PORT RD, WHANGAMATA

E

D

• E-bikes • Kids E-bikes
• Dual suspension
• Beach cruisers

N

• Whenuakura Donut Island
• Country 2 Coast river kayak
• Whangamata Harbour

RENTALS

N

KAYAK

A

TA

EXP

E
OR

MA

L

SPEND TIME HERE!

Stay and Play

P. 865 8096

www.pedalandpaddle.co.nz
pedalandpaddlenz@gmail.com
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SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS ............Buy WHAT you need, don’t buy the hype!
Reader’s photo
Robin Tate
captured
the Otahu
Estuary in
an unusually
calm moment.

s
r
chee

Whangamata NEWS welcomes readers’ photos and contributions. Please email to: whangamatanews@gmail.com

WE ARE OPEN FOR
Members & Guests!

• Huge choice of mains
• Pizzas
• Steaks
• Burgers
• Seafood
• Desserts • Sprats

Oh yes- we are back!
DINE IN

Monday to Wednesday:
Dinner
5pm - 8pm
Thursday to Sunday:
Lunch
12pm - 2pm
Snack menu 2pm - 5pm
Dinner
5pm - 8pm

PICK UP/TAKEAWAY
Monday to Sunday:
Orders taken 4pm - 7pm

DELIVERY

Thursday to Sunday:
Orders taken 4pm - 7pm

Closing times & public holidays may differ due to demand

$20 daily
meal deals!
with FREE house beer, wine
or non-alcoholic drink

MONDAY SURF ‘n’ TURF

200gm Scotch fillet (cooked blue, rare, medium
rare & medium only), prawns, slaw & chips

CURRY UP – IT’S TUESDAY

Choose from one special curries with rice,
chutney & poppadom

WEDNESDAY SHANK

book now

Slow cooked Lamb Shank on roast garlic mash

THURSDAY BURGER NIGHT

Your choice of either beef, chicken or kiwi
burger with fries

FRIDAY MUSSELS

Huge pot of fresh mussels in a secret sauce &
served with garlic bread

TO DINE WITH US

SATURDAY RIBS

Massive rack of BBQ pork Ribs, Fries & slaw

functions@oceansports.co.nz

021 155 4508

P. 07 865 8704

SUNDAY PIZZA & BEER

@whangamataoceansportsclub

Choose from one of our wood fired pizzas

Check www.oceansports.co.nz for all the details!
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Thousands of dune plants ready to go – can you help?
Your input
is sought
TCDC is looking for
volunteers to join four
Coastal Panels that will
help promote Shoreline
Management Plans
(SMPs) around the
Coromandel coastline.
Panels will cover:
• Thames and Thames
Coast
• Coromandel Town
Coast to Kennedy Bay
• Whangapoua Harbour
and Mercury Bay
• South-East Coast
(including Tairua,
Pauanui and
Whangamata)
Thames-Coromandel District
Council’s dune planting restoration
programme is back in action
after the lockdown period, with
thousands of plants ready to be
planted on beaches along the east
coast.
Coastal restoration coordinator
Tanya Patrick said the Coastlands
Plant Nursery held and nurtured
the dune plants during the
lockdown, so they have grown and
are now in pristine condition for
planting.
‘We have 30,000 plants ready to
be planted across the Coromandel
by Labour Weekend and we’re
looking for volunteers to help,’
Tanya says.
TCDC, the Waikato Regional
Council (WRC), Department of
Conservation (DOC) and iwi, work
in with beach care and ratepayer
groups to protect and restore our
coast.
‘Our sand dunes have really
bounced back after the small
amounts of rain we’ve had and
with many people out walking
and enjoying our beaches during
the lockdown, they gained a new

appreciation for our dunes,’ Tanya
says.
‘The dunes protect land and
properties from erosion and
storms, and on many of our
beaches sand dunes are also
natural habitats for native species
of birds such as the dotterel.’
She asked the public to respect
and help protect the dunes by

staying off them and using marked
accessways to get on to the
beach, rather than trampling over
the plantings.
‘People can also help by not
driving on beach reserves or the
dunes and not leaving rubbish on
the beach.’
If you want to get involved please
contact tanya.patrick@tcdc.govt.nz

Panels will be advisory
and will work together
to come up with
community-led, coastal
adaptation solutions.
Membership of each
of the four panels will
be made up of a crosssection of society,
comprising mana
whenua, Community
Board, community
organisations, citizens
and business.
It’s intended the Coastal
Panels will provide
a fair and balanced
representation of the
relevant viewpoints
about the future of the
Coromandel’s coastal
environment.
Here’s how to get
involved:
Read more at
tcdc.govt.nz/coastal
Expressions of interest
close on June 11, 2020.
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An apartment in Paradise

Living the lifestyle,
loving the choice...
A Lifestyle Village in Thames
on the Coromandel
NEW 1 & 2 BEDROOM
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE

If you’re fit and well but looking for
the perfect retirement spot that’s
not too far from family and friends
in Whangamata, you can’t go past
Richmond Villas Lifestyle Village’s
new apartments.

VIEW OUR SHOW HOME
APARTMENT TODAY!

Stage 1 is in its finishing stages
with its first half-dozen occupants
already in residence.
The first thing I noticed when
Amy Parker (who co-manages
the complex with Stephanie
Millington) showed me through
the complex, was the ‘new’
scent of the quality carpets and
furnishings and the brightness of
everything.

Activities are many and varied.
If a resident wants to be left
alone in peace and quiet there’s
an extensive library and jigsaw
puzzles available.
Residents also enjoy mahjong,
Rummikub, Scrabble, 500 Cards
and housie..
For the more active there are
many groups to take part in:
zumba, indoor swimming in the
heated pool and spa, line dancing,
the village choir, petanque, bowls,
pool and billiards, a gym and so
much more.

The family-owned and operated
3-storied apartment block has
views over the Firth of Thames, is
close to town, medical facilities,
library - and the water.
Starting at $450,000 for a
1-bedroom apartment, or
$500,000 for two bedrooms,
these apartments are great value.
Not only does each unit have its
own laundry but also access to
bathrooms is two-way - from the
bedroom or the hallway.
And on the upper floors, each
apartment has a private balcony
with water views toward the Firth,
the town or the hills - or all three!
Each floor has two lounge areas
- at one end a large lounge with
television and kitchenette and a
smaller lounge at the other end,
also with kitchenette, and ideal for
entertaining family or friends.

Residents also have organised
outings to compete against other
retirement villages or to visit
places of interest, such as water
gardens, museums, or just to the
wharf for a meal of fish and chips.
In fact, everything is on hand
at Richmond Villas, including a
physiotherapist and hairdresser.
For residents not owning a car, the
Thames Urban Connector services
Richmond Villas complex - and for
Super Gold Cardholders it’s free.

The 24 new apartments in Stage 1 at
Richmond Villas Lifestyle Village are
now completed – and all are within
walking distance to Thames’ shops,
cafes and walkways. The perfect
location to enjoy your fun-filled
retirement.
Our open plan, single level
apartments feature covered balconies
with fantastic views of the sea,
Kauaeranga River and mountains.
Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen,
lounge, bedroom and bathroom offer
stylish warmth and light. All residents
enjoy scenic views from each level’s
shared lounges, use of the Village
Community lodge and participation
in all activities and amenities at your
leisure.

Phone us
to view bynt
appointme nce
perie
Come and ex e!
the differenc

I could go on and on about
the virtues of Richmond Villas
Lifestyle Village but space in our
newspaper isn’t infinite!
Go and check out this village for
yourself.
– Lesley Staniland

The apartment building is a
very short stroll to the adjoining
community centre.
Closed during the coronavirus
pandemic, the village is looking to
reopen the dining area for social
gatherings once the country
reaches Level 1.

82 Richmond Street, Thames
0800 868 5484
www.richmondvillas.co.nz
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People we know...
doing it LOCAL

Corovets

Tango’s Shoes

Whangamata lucky to have fashionable
and unique shoes
Tango’s Shoes is the brainchild of
Melanie Dowling who originates
from Northampton, which is
historically known to be one
of the main towns in the UK to
manufacture footwear - hence the
nickname “Cobblers”.
Subsequently footwear was always
going to be a passion for Mel…
She moved to NZ in 1998 and
started a family with NZ Born
husband Gary in Whitianga.
Mel says she felt starved of
fashionable footwear as all that
was offered in NZ at that time
was deficient in variety, plain and
lacked the European Flair she was
accustomed to in the UK.
After spending several months
in Buenos Aires in late 2003/04
while Gary was recovering from
a disastrous spine operation, Mel
had time to immerse herself in the

abundance of fashionable footwear
available in Argentina.
‘When I came back from Buenos
Aires I decided NZ needed a shake
up,’ Mel said.
Not one to sit on her hands,
she subsequently opened her
first store in Whitianga in 2004,
followed by another six stores,
naming them after the traditional
dance of Argentina where the
inspiration originated.
‘Our Tango’s team spends months
each season designing collections
that are fashion forward, unique
and suit a vast cross section of our
clients,’ she says.
The Whangamata Tango’s has
been in its orange-themed shop in
Port Road for 15 years.
– Mel was flat out with work and
unable to provide answers to our
Covid-19 questions.

How long have you been in
business/ living in Whangamata?
This is our sixth year.

particularly considering some of
the negative reports out of other
veterinary clinics in NZ.

What is the nature of your
business? We provide mixedspecies veterinary care throughout
the south-eastern Coromandel
region.

How do you see Whangamata,
and your business, growing as
we move on from Covid-19? We
are grateful to have been able to
keep all of our team onboard thus
far. We believe we are fortunate
to be in an industry that provides
a valuable service, both to our
clients with companion animals,
and to our farm clients, and we
are confident this will mean we
continue to grow, despite some of
the sombre economic forecasts.
Additionally, we believe that the
drawcard of the Coromandel’s
beauty and relaxed lifestyle will
mean our region’s recovery will be
relatively buoyant over the next
couple of years.

How has your business coped
during the Covid-19 lockdown?
We remained open throughout
the lockdown, for the provision
of essential services. The team
found this quite tough, as our
health and safety approach meant
most appointments took a lot
longer and our staff worked in two
separate bubbles. We were really
appreciative of the considerate and
patient behaviour of our clients
throughout this challenging time,

If you would like your business profiled in
Whangamata NEWS, please give us a call on 021 664 784
or email whangamatanews@gmail.com.
This is a FREE service aimed at promoting
Shop Local, Support Local.

SERVICE CENTRE

Full Mechanical Repairs, Lubrications
and Services, WOFs, Tyres, Tune ups,
Batteries, Wheel alignments, Diagnostics.
Scan Tool.
AA Breakdown services

www.tangosshoes.nz

Shoes & Accessories

Whitianga 07 866 4465
Whangamata 07 865 8088

assistance

First Assistance Breakdown services

P. 07 865 9435 • 201 Aickin Road, Whangamata
M. 027 608 5770 • E. wgmsc@xtra.co.nz
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SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS ............You're supporting a DREAM!
Quiz 1
Winter’s here – so many of us will
be stuck indoors for some hours.

10. What was the name of Ritchie
Valens’ girlfriend?

Keep your brain active with our
quizzes. We will run them on a
random basis so be sure to get
your copy of Whangamata NEWS
twice a month.

11. What is the procedure
called where an anaesthetic
is injected close to the spinal
cord?
12. What poisonous oily liquid
occurs naturally in tobacco
leaves?

1.

Into which sea does the
Nile flow?

2.

Three continents lie on the
Tropic of Capricorn. South
America is one; name any of the
other two?

13. Who had his first UK top 10 hit
with ‘Wichita Lineman’?

In American currency 10 cents
makes a what?

15. In which country was Rudyard
Kipling born?

3.

14. Which sign of the Zodiac is
represented by the scales?

4. Afrikaans was developed from
which European language?

16. What is the gemstone for
September?

5. An Ortanique is a cross
between a tangerine and what
other fruit?

17. What instrument has been
nicknamed the ‘Mississippi
Saxophone’?

6. What Italian word for ‘Scratched
Drawing’ can be found on
walls all over the world?

18. One and a half litres of
champagne is known as a what?

7.

Weather chaos

What musical features ‘Some
Enchanted Evening’ and ‘There
Is Nothing Like A Dame’?

8. What was the name of the first
manned lunar landing mission in
1969?
9. Which boxer was nicknamed
‘The Dark Destroyer’?

19. In alphabetical order name the
three particles that make up an
atom?

Stormy weather nearly always
brings casualties, upsetting
someone’s life for a time.
During Queen’s Birthday
weekend, the Whangamata Fire
Brigade, Coastguard, Onemana
Rural, Ambulance services and
other emergency responders
were on alert. A boat –
Woodstock – was tipped on its
side in Whangamata Harbour,

signs were blown off the sides
of buildings and fences in town,
and rough seas kept boaties off
the water.
We at Whangamata NEWS want
to thank all those volunteers
who were on duty and had no
hesitation in helping out on land
and sea. Well done all of you.
> MORE ON P17

20. What is the common name of
the Aurora Borealis?
BONUS QUESTION:
What does the first letter of each
answer spell out?


> ANSWERS PAGE 17

WHANGAMATA TIDES 2020
June

New Moon: 21st

Date
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue

July

AM

6:03
6:58
7:52
8:44
9:34
10:24
11:13
0:33
1:21
2:09
2:57
3:44
4:32
5:19
6:05
6:51
7:37
8:23
9:09
9:57
10:46
11:38
0:06
0:59
1:54

2.0
2.0
2.0
1.9
1.9
1.8
1.8
1.8
1.8
1.8
1.7
1.7
1.7
1.7
1.7
1.7
1.8
1.8
1.8
1.8
1.8
1.8
1.8
1.9
1.9
1.9

PM

Low
tide
AM

18:43
19:36 0:44
20:28 1:38
21:18
2:31
22:07 3:22
22:56 4:13
23:45 5:03
12:02 5:52
12:52 6:41
13:43 7:30
14:34 8:19
15:27 9:09
16:18
9:57
17:08 10:44
17:55
11:31
18:40
19:25 0:40
20:09 1:26
20:54 2:12
21:39 2:58
22:26 3:46
23:15 4:34
5:25
12:32 6:17
13:30
7:11
14:30 8:07

Height
(m)

Low
tide

Sun
rise

Sun
set

0.2
0.3
0.3
0.3
0.3
0.3
0.4
0.4
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.6
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.4
0.4
0.4
0.3
0.3
0.3
0.3

12:17
13:10
14:01
14:51
15:39
16:27
17:15
18:04
18:53
19:44
20:36
21:28
22:19
23:07
23:54
12:15
12:59
13:43
14:28
15:13
16:00
16:48
17:39
18:34
19:31
20:30

07:24
07:25
07:25
07:26
07:26
07:27
07:27
07:28
07:28
07:28
07:29
07:29
07:30
07:30
07:30
07:30
07:31
07:31
07:31
07:31
07:31
07:31
07:31
07:31
07:31
07:31

17:04
17:03
17:03
17:03
17:03
17:03
17:03
17:03
17:03
17:03
17:03
17:03
17:03
17:03
17:03
17:04
17:04
17:04
17:04
17:05
17:05
17:05
17:06
17:06
17:07
17:07

PM

New Moon: 21st

Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

High Height High
tide
(m)
tide

Full Moon: 6th

Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri

High Height High
tide
(m)
tide
AM

2:51
3:48
4:46
5:43
6:39
7:32
8:23
9:11
9:58
10:44

1.9
1.9
1.9
1.9
1.9
1.9
1.8
1.8
1.8
1.8

PM

Low
tide
AM

15:31 9:05
16:32 10:04
17:30 11:01
18:25
19:17 0:26
20:07 1:20
20:56 2:12
21:42 3:01
22:28 3:49
23:12 4:35

ROOFING

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED
FOR:

NEW ROOFING
RE-ROOFING
CONTINUOUS SPOUTING
METAL FASCIA
DOWNPIPES
MAINTENANCE

Full Moon: 5th

Height
(m)

Low
tide

Sun
rise

Sun
set

0.3
0.3
0.2
0.3
0.4
0.3
0.3
0.3
0.4
0.4

21:31
22:32
23:30
11:57
12:50
13:40
14:28
15:15
16:01
16:45

07:31
07:31
07:31
07:31
07:31
07:30
07:30
07:30
07:30
07:29

17:07
17:08
17:08
17:09
17:09
17:10
17:11
17:11
17:12
17:12

PM

CALL US FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE
Geordie Walden: 022 396 4143

ccspouting@gmail.com | www.ccspouting.co.nz
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Waitomo opens in Whangamata

The volunteers from Onemana Rural Fire celebrate the opening with Waitomo staff (in orange), including general manager Jimmy Ormsby, right.

Waitomo
Group
opened
its
Whangamata Fuel Stop on May 25
with very little fanfare

quickly in alert level 3, so it’s wicked
to be delivering the Coromandel’s
first major project post-Covid.

First in to fuel up their vehicles was
the Onemana Rural Volunteer Fire
Fighters with their four appliances.

‘Ever since we announced we were
coming to Whangamata, the local
support has been wicked. Our
Waitomo Team is stoked to reach
this milestone, despite the current
circumstances.’

On Casement Road, the unmanned
24-hour Fuel Stop offers retail and
commercial customers Unleaded
91, Premium 95 and Diesel.
Managing
Director
Jimmy
Ormsby said the opening of the
Whangamata Fuel Stop was
especially poignant in light of
Covid-19 and its impact on Kiwis.

To make the new Fuel Stop even
easier and safer to use, customers
can now download Waitomo’s new
app for convenient contactless
payment on site, and the chance to
win Waitomo Moolah to spend on
their next fuel-up.

‘Lockdown had a massive impact
on our construction plans for new
sites but the team ramped up

Available now for download on the
Apple or Google Play stores, the
Waitomo app is packed with heaps

of features including:
• Contactless payment from your
vehicle – link a card, select your
pump and fuel grade from your
vehicle and get pumping.
• Earn koha the more you spend –
each time you spend $20 or more
you’ll unlock the chance to spin
to win and by banking every buck
you spend in a calendar month
to reach $150, you’ll unlock a
scratchie for your chance to win
even more.

map or list view showing our
expanding network of Fuel Stops
available for paying from your
vehicle.
As with all new Waitomo Fuel
Stops, the pumps on site are fitted
with vapour recovery technology,
a system not widely used in New
Zealand that sucks petrol vapour
that would otherwise escape into
the atmosphere back into the
pump.

• Share the love with gifting – gift
Waitomo Moolah to your mates
and whanau in need of a tank
top-up (like an e-gift card).

Established in Te Kuiti more than
70 years ago by Desmond Ormsby,
Waitomo Group now has over
65 sites stretching from Paihia to
Christchurch.

• Find your nearest Waitomo – a

– Lesley Staniland

Windblown

BooFBOLAND

PAINTER & DECORATOR

P O Box 410, Whangamata 3643

M: 0274 367 254
E: jenboof@outlook.com

Photo: Jennie Black
During the stormy weather at Queen’s Birthday weekend, trees
blew down, a rock blocked the Kopu-Hikuai Rd for a time and there
was the usual flooding in spots such as Titoki Golf Course.
Whangamata NEWS advertising executive Jennie Black had tucked
her banana lounge against the outdoor wall under her porch but
the wind still managed to pick it up and hurl it across the lawn.
On a sold steel frame, Jennie said it usually took two people to
dismantle it – or to put it together again. 
– Lesley Staniland
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...........We are LOCAL, focused & invested in our town!

Weather chaos

CLASSIFIEDS

> FROM P15

CAR FOR SALE
2009 NISSAN TIIDA, NZ new,
4 door, automatic, 53,000 kms.
$7,500 ono. Phone Elaine to view
on 021 932 123.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Annual
General Meeting of
The Arts Collective
Whangamata
will be held on Tuesday 16th June,
2020 at 5.00pm
Venue: Whangamata Club,
Port Road (upstairs room).

Do you have something to sell?
Looking for a house to rent?
Want to promote your business?
Are you looking for work?
Whangamata NEWS is growing
its Classified section – if you
want to be a part of it contact
us on 021 664 784 or 021 0232
1661 and we’ll help you out.

Photos: Peter West

Every edition of
Whangamata NEWS is read by
thousands of people!
Make sure they read your ad!

Sports results
Whangamata Titoki Ladies 18
Hole:
May 19: Competition; LGU Rd2,
Mortensen Eclectic Rd1. LGU
Rd2: Silver: Andrea Moore,
Bronze 1: Yvonne Barr, Bronze
2: Lynn Cruickshank, Bronze 3:
Julie Haak.
Haggle: 1st: Andrea Moore,
2nd: Yvonne Barr, 3rd: Diane
Barrance, 4th: Julie Haak, 5th:
Chris Davenport, 6th: Lynn
Cruickshank. 7th: Carolyn
Kemp, 8th: Tina Palmer.
TWOS: Andrea Moore, Diane

Barrance, Yvonne Barr, Jane
Masters, Dawn Burgess. NTP
Hole 2: Diane Barrance, LP
Hole 4: Jane Masters, LP Hole
5, Andrea Moore. LP Hole 9,
Rachel Richardson. NTP Hole
11, Andrea Moore. LP Hole 18,
Joanne Somerville.
GOLFER OF THE WEEK:
Andrea Moore.
May 26: Competition;
Mortensen Eclectic Rd2, Points
Cup Bogey. 1st: Jacqie Hollard,
2nd: Lynn Cruickshank, 3rd:
Rosemarie Rutherford.

Haggle: 1st: Jacquie Hollard,
2nd: Lynn Cruickshank, 3rd:
Rosemarie Rutherford, 4th:
Andrea Moore, 5th: Carolyn
Kemp, 6th: Raewyn Marshall.
7th: Diane Soffe, 8th: Chris
Davenport.
NTP Hole 2: Rachel Richardson,
LP Hole 4: Carolyn Kemp, LP
Hole 5, Helen Cashin. LP Hole
9, Marion Taylor. NTP Hole
11, Helen Cashin. LP Hole 18,
Charmaine Morrisey.
GOLFER OF THE WEEK:
Jacquie Hollard.

Quiz answers
FROM PAGE 15

1. Mediterranean; 2. Australia,
Africa; 3. Dime; 4. Dutch;
5. Orange; 6. Graffiti;
7. South Pacific; 8. Apollo XI;
9. Nigel Benn; 10. Donna;
11. Epidural; 12. Nicotine;
13. Glen Campbell; 14. Libra;
15. India; 16. Sapphire;
17. Harmonica; 18. Magnum;
19. Electron, Neutron, Proton;
20. Northern Lights.
BONUS ANSWER: MAD DOGS
AND ENGLISHMEN
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0800
868 439
www.corofirstnat.co.nz
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enquire@corofirstnat.co.nz
1/237 Main Road, Tairua
501a Port Road, Whangamata
Licensed Real Estate Agents (REA 2008)

Web# 11908100750

Web# 11908100915

Be Impressed! Magic Sunsets! A Privileged Position -Onemana
Beautifully finished multi-level home. Stunning
views over town and out to the harbour and lots
of decking to enjoy them. 3 bedrms, 2 bathrms
and rumpus. Heat pump and chairlift. Room for
the boat or motorhome. Lots of parking.

$By Negotiation
Gordon Turner
021 385 385
Norma Turner
021 0233 6879

This is it! The property you will want to hold in
$ PBN
your family for generations. On the reserve with
Robyn Joslin
pohutukawas & direct beach access. 4 bedrms, 027 273 5864
4 bathrms, lge living & dining, snug & bar.
robyn@
Expansive decks to embrace the sun.
corofirstnat.co.nz

New Price

125b Bruce Wallace Place
Open Home: Sat 11am

Section

Overlooking The Marina
Upmarket 2 lge bedrm 3 level
t/house. Extraordinary location
O/plan living, $By Negotiation

New Listing

Bare Whangamata Section

A Property With Options

$By Negotiation

Enquiries over

Gordon
Gordon
Elevated site with harbour views Call Robyn
& Norma Possibly cheapest section in the area & Norma
2 bedrm suntrap, large deck
726
sqm
site,
rural
views
possible
027 273 5864
0800 021 120
0800 868 439

Web# 11908100918

Web# 11908100920

$500,000

Web# 11908100850

New Listing

Easy Holiday Living
Full share. Metres from the Surf
Call Robyn
Club, 3 dble bedrooms, 2
027 273 5864
bathrooms $649,000
Web# 11908100844

New Price

20 Marlin Place
Open Home: Sat 1pm

Ready To Enjoy

- Whiritoa

Beautifully kept 2 bedrm home Call Chris & Liz
O/plan living, sep gge, 809 sqm 0274 500 022
$649,000
Web# 11908100922

New Listing

Web# 11908100913

11 Kon Tiki Road
Open Home: Sat 12noon

Web# 11908100929

Beach House Splendour -Whiritoa
Lge well-appointed home built to take
advantage of sea views & positioned close to
beachfront. Grnd level has self cont. aptmt &
bunk rm, upper level has o/plan living, 2 bedrms
& expansive decking overlooking the ocean.

36 Windsor Drive
Open Home: Sat 11am

$995,000
Chris & Liz
0274 500 022
chrisliz@
corofirstnat.co.nz

Spectacular 270 Degree Views

Section -928 sqm

Ready, Set, Build

Open aspect rural views
Building platform & fencing
now done $249,000

Call Chris & Liz
0274 500 022

Views to make your heart sing & a
lifestyle to love. 2-storey, 3 bedrm
townhouse w superb views to the
harbour & rural hills. Spacious o/plan
living, balconies off lounge & dining
for al fresco dining. Tandem garage.
$589,000
Call Carol

Web# 11908100924

027 574 3758
carol@corofirstnat.co.nz

Lot 3 - 2.88Ha

Delightful Paradise Home-Tairua Kiss The Ground On Which You Walk
Darren

Cosy, 2 bedrm plus, open plan
Call Sue TAIRUA - Quality eco living. Unique, & Sandie
living, Sea view, fabulous
027 371 0054 special home. 2.88Ha Extensive 027 622 7717
kitchen, ensuite $550,000
Web# 11908151418
Web# 11908151428 Ocean views. $1,590,000

New Price
Web# 11908151437

Lock Up & Leave
Family Living

- Tairua Sounds Of The Surf

- Tairua

Darren & Sandie
Perfect starter, 4 bedrms Call Darren & Sandie Looking over Tairua Bar,
021 798 460
021 798 460 Pauanui & Hbr. Low mtce bach
Rumpus, generous deck
Flat section for kids $545,000 Web# 11908151431 w generous decks $785,000 Web# 11908151407

Looking for a holiday escape that is the ultimate
in holidays made easy? Here it is. An apartment
in the heart of town. 2 bedrms, mezzanine
storage area, open plan living/kitchen plus
balconies both sides for morning & afternoon sun.

- Tairua

$470,000
Darren Perry
021 798 460
Sandie Faiers
027 622 7717
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Coromandel Beaches

Proud contributor to realestate.co.nz

harcourts.co.nz
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Let ’s get started

114 BEVERLEY TERRACE – AUCTION

Colin Thompson
Murray Cleland
021 723723
021 950 445
colin@whangamatarealestate.co.nz murray@whangamatarealestate.co.nz

This iconic kiwi bach is situated in a prime position within easy walking distance to the town
centre, restaurants, cafes and the main beach.
This much desired location is evidenced by the quality of homes recently constructed in the area.
The 837sqm site has the advantage of being zoned extra density which allows more flexible
development options.
Utilise the existing 3-bedroom dwelling for holidays now while you book the architect and plan
your construction program for the future.
Arrange for an appointment to view this unique opportunity today.
www.whangamatarealestate.co.nz ref# 7803
AUCTION to be held at Port Road Office, 607 Port Road, Saturday 20 June at 12noon (will not be sold prior)

ENQUIRIES OVER $610,000

$1,050,000

118B CASEMENT ROAD

A DELIGHTFUL SURPRISE

Nancy Millett
021 517708
nancy@whangamatarealestate.co.nz

OFFICES

• A great opportunity for a first home buyer,
rental investment or holiday home
• 2 double bedrooms, one bathroom
• Generous kitchen, good size open plan living
• Single garage plus carport
• Wood-fire and heat pump
• The outdoor entertaining space captures
all day sun
• Very private and fully fenced
• Ideally positioned within a few minutes walk
from town
www.whangamatarealestate.co.nz ref# 7801

411 Ocean Road & 607 Port Road, Whangamata
Ph: 07 865 8499

202B AJAX ROAD

IT’S GOT IT ALL!

Trevor Gleeson
021 02398065
trevor@whangamatarealestate.co.nz

• Architecturally designed 3-bedroom,
2-bathroom home
• Open plan living featuring gallery ceilings,
polished concrete floors and gas fire
• Excellent indoor/outdoor flow to superb
outdoor entertaining area including outdoor
fireplace
• Approx 10m x 10m high stud garage
• Peaceful and private 939sqm site
• Centrally located to town
www.whangamatarealestate.co.nz ref# 7800

www.whangamatarealestate.co.nz
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CENTRAL LOCATION

Pete Sheppard
Chris Speedy
027 609 4955
021 747 901
pete.chris@whangamatarealestate.co.nz
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ENQUIRIES OVER $615,000

• A well maintained 3-bedroom home
• Handy location to town, short stroll to the Medical Centre
• Open plan kitchen/dining, sunny conservatory
• Combined bathroom with large shower
• 2 x heat pumps
• Single garage
www.whangamatarealestate.co.nz ref# 7797

103A CHARLESTON AVENUE

SOUGHT AFTER LOCATION

Wendy Jeffs
027 4219 482
wendy@whangamatarealestate.co.nz

$895,000

• Situated in popular Kiwi Road
• Overlooks the 9-hole golf course
• 2 double bedrooms, separate lounge, heat pump, plus a
freestanding gas fireplace
• Ideal double garage plus a single tandem garage
• Flat 809sqm (more or less) site
• Call today to view by appointment only
www.whangamatarealestate.co.nz ref# 7793
136 KIWI ROAD

HARBOUR LOCALITY

Colin Thompson
021 723723
colin@whangamatarealestate.co.nz

• Within easy walking distance to the harbour, marina and
town
• Completely refurbished four-bedroom, 2-bathroom home
• Open plan living with easy indoor/outdoor flow
• Designer kitchen with scullery and stacker-windows
opening on to north facing deck
• High stud 8m x 7m garage provides ample room for
parking and storage
• Inspection by appointment only
www.whangamatarealestate.co.nz ref# 7791

SECLUDED HIDEAWAY

Julian West
027 2224364
julian@whangamatarealestate.co.nz

$1,370,000

100 RIVERVIEW ROAD

ENQUIRIES OVER $830,000

• This 2 bedroom retreat is nestled away amongst mature
native plantings
• Elevated position with a rural outlook and ocean vistas
through mature Pohutukawas
• Modern kitchen, lounge/dining space flows onto a north
facing sunny deck, 2 bathrooms
• The garage is approximately 10x7m
www.whangamatarealestate.co.nz ref# 7796
126 ORATIA PLACE, ONEMANA

OUTSTANDING ELEVATION & OUTLOOK

Pete Sheppard
Chris Speedy
027 609 4955
021 747 901
pete.chris@whangamatarealestate.co.nz

OFFICES

• If you like your views to be up close, yet long and
panoramic, you need to view this property.
• Facing north with the water literally just across the road,
you take in the expansive natural beauty of the whole
upper harbour and the surrounding hills from here.
• Four double bedrooms (2 up, 2 down), a bathroom on each
floor, spacious living area, separate laundry and a 48sqm
single door garage.
• Reserve across the road also means you will never have
houses interrupting your beautiful, ever-changing vista.
www.whangamatarealestate.co.nz ref# 7790

411 Ocean Road & 607 Port Road, Whangamata
Ph: 07 865 8499

ENQUIRIES OVER $800,000

217 TUKERE DRIVE

www.whangamatarealestate.co.nz
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Use Locals... For Locals... Support Locals!
BUILDERS

MAINTENANCE ON PROPERTIES
• Decks & retaining walls
• Fences & handyman work

No mess, no stress

ARCHITECTURAL

EARTHWORKS
• Terex PT30 Bobcat, 1280mm wide for tight access
• Leveling bar, ground rippers and 4-in-1 bucket
• 4.5 tonne tipping truck
• Bucket mounted laser level
• Site works, topsoiling, driveways and more

EXPERIENCED
LOCAL
EXPERIENCED LOCAL
DESIGNER OFFERING
DESIGNER
OFFERING FULL
FULL
ARCHITECTURAL
SERVICES
ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES

PHONE REX: 021 997 428

AARON GRYLLS
GRYLLS // DIP.DESIGN
DIP.DESIGN
AARON
LICENCED
LBP
027
LICENCED LBP 027254
2548929
8929

P. 021 742 966 | www.blackhillearthworks.co.nz
E. info@blackhillearthworks.co.nz

HIRE / SUPPLIES

KITCHEN

LANDSCAPING

ROD ROUTLEY

Outdoors & Hire

P. 07 865 8988
M. 027 285 6959
E. brnkitchens@gmail.com

321 Casement Rd,
Whangamata

OPEN 7 DAYS

• LPG Refills • Ice • Bait • Rods • Reels
• Tackle • Chandlery • General Hire

P. 07 865 7464

SHOWROOM:
313 Casement Rd, Whangamata

PLUMBING

LAWNS

LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES:
Bark, mulch,
compost
and topsoil

Sand, lime chip,
river stones
and pebbles

Cement, builder’s
mix and a range
of metals

Delivery service available
Whangamata Yard
2546 Waihi Whangamata Rd
M. 027 261 1262

Waihi Beach Yard
691 Waihi Beach Rd
P. 07 863 5340

PAINTER

Coastline

Property Painters
FOR ALL YOUR GAS-FITTING, PLUMBING,
DRAINAGE & ROOFING REQUIREMENTS
Registered craftsman & member
of Master Plumbers
M. 0274 714 869 E. CHOATS@XTRA.CO.NZ

CLEANING
Commercial & Residential
Cleaning Services

COMMITTED TO
KEEPING CLEAN
• COMMERCIAL &
BUSINESS
• POST CONSTRUCTION
• RESIDENTIAL
• BEACH & HOLIDAY
HOUSES
Milena de Souza M. 027 624 2983
whangamatacoastalcleaning@gmail.com
www.whangamatacleaning.com

CURTAINS / BLINDS
Specialising in:
• Curtains
• Roman Blinds
• Cushions
• Duvet Covers
• Roller Blinds
• Shutters
• Squabs
306 CASEMENT ROAD, WHANGAMATA
M. 0274 481 957 | E. bethlord12@gmail.com

• FULLY INSURED
• LAWN MOWING
• TREE PRUNING

• FRUIT TREE CARE
• IRRIGATION
• LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

GREG FOSTER 021 0278 6990

Protecting your investment
Communication is everything
 Interior  Exterior  Roofs Updates & photos as your job progresses

E. info@coastallawns.co.nz

Call Richard Upton: 0274 884 881 / www.coastlinepropertypainters.com

CLOTHING

QUANTITY SURVEYOR

Marty’s
Clothing Alterations
and Repairs

COASTAL QS

LADIES – MEN – CHILDRENSWEAR
Open Tuesday to Saturday 8am-1pm
105 Aickin Road (just off Port Road),
Whangamata | M. 027 253 5515

BUILDER

Quantity Surveyor

Material Takeoffs: Full Value & Measure:
Variation & Claim Management
New builds, renovations,
light commercial, interior fit-outs
35 years industry experience
Whiritoa resident
P. 020 409 29555 | E. coastqs@gmail.com

APPLIANCE REPAIR
Mobile call to
your door service

Servicing Waihi, Whangamata, Pauanui & Tairua

OVENS, DISHWASHERS,
WASHING MACHINES AND DRYERS
20 years experience

E. haydensappliancerepairs@gmail.com
M. 027 213 1740

For amazing advertising packages on these pages, contact JENNIE today on 021 0232 1661 or email whangamatanews@gmail.com
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HOME / DESIGN

LIGHTING + INTERIOR DESIGN
ESPRESSO BAR + HOMEWARE STORE
HOME AUTOMATION | CONTROL 4
303 Martyn Road Whangamata
@the.other.half.design
COMING SOON | www.theotherhalfdesign.com

CLEANING

• Carpet Cleaning
• Pest Control
• Flood & Fire Restoration
• Stain Removal
• Upholstery Cleaning

07 863 8358 or 0800 225 552

whangamata@jae.co.nz

ELECTRICAL
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ENGINEERING

• Aluminium & Stainless Welding
• General Engineering
• New Trailers & Repairs
205 AICKIN ROAD, WHANGAMATA
P. 865 9073

PLUMBING

LAWNS
THE LAWN CO.

AVAILABLE 24/7
Residential | Commercial | Heat Pumps
Fire Systems

P. 865 9309 | whangamata@laserelectrical.co.nz
Visit our Aickin Road Showroom today!

KITCHENS

Plumbing
Drainage

Gas fitting
General maintenance

Phone 865 7151 | Whangamata

Full workshop facilities
for ride-ons & mowers:
• LAWNMASTER
• OLEO MAC
• MASPORT
Stockists of NZ’s leading products, mowers, trimmers
& chainsaws. Parts, accessories & great expertise!

whangamata@laserplumbing.co.nz

NEW LOCATION: 101 Casement Rd, Whangamata
(Opp. Bucks Bar) P. 07 865 6681

BUILDERS

WINDOWS

MJC
BUILDERS
Building with pride
Specialists in design, manufacture & installation
of kitchens, wardrobes & custom cabinetry
108 Lindsay Rd, Whangamata P. 865 7947 whangamatawoodworks.com

• FENCING
• DECKS
• PERGOLAS
• ROOFING
• ALTERATIONS
• CONCRETE DRIVEWAYS
• BUILDING REPAIRS • FULL LANDSCAPING

MIKE CUNNINGHAM M. 021 0677 555
E. mjc.builder.whangamata@gmail.com

HEAT PUMPS

Call today for a hassle-free quote

• Incontinence underwear
• Mattress protectors
• Comfy's
• Meal-time protectors
• Aprons
• Nightwear & special
needs products
• Limb protectors

www.reefrefrigeration.co.nz

318 Casement Rd, Whangamata | P. 07 865 9647
www.staydry.co.nz | products@staydry.co.nz

CLEANING / BUILDING

HEAT PUMPS

Your heat pump specialist
On site marine & commercial refrigeration

027 933 8599

FAMILY
BUSINESS
Nathan Midwinter
WHANGAMATA

PERSONAL
Manufacturer of
Environment Friendly
Washable Products

We Sell and Service all Major Brands

Ecofr
window iendly
washing & house
glass re , shower
storatio
n
PL
Roof sp US
raying &
waterb
lasting

HOMEWARE
OPEN 7 DAYS

WHANGAMATA
HARDWARE & APPLIANCES
605 PORT RD | P. 07 865 9458

MARINE
Whangamata Marine

WHANGAMATA CLEANING
& BUILDING SERVICES

NEW OWNERS
Matt & Beth

Provides property & house maintenance, small building/construction &
renovation or repair services in Whangamata, Whiritoa & Onemana.

ONLY

Our CLEANING SERVICES

Provide domestic & commercial cleaning services
for the Coromandel Peninsula area including
Whangamata, Onemana & Whiritoa.

ONLY

STOCKIST IN TOWN!
AGENT IN TOWN!

JCD Customs T/A Whangamata Marine & Auto
Aickin Road, Whangamata
Mon-Fri from 8am, Sat 9am-3pm
P. 865 9073 | whangamatamarine@xtra.co.nz

M. 027 659 4133 • P. 07 865 8797
www.whangamatacleaning.co.nz
www.whangamata-home-improvements.co.nz

PROPERTY

M. 021 501 324
W. www.purenclean.co.nz

2ND HAND

ENGINEERING

Whangamata Property Services
KEEPING PROPERTY IN TOP CONDITION!

• Property
management

• Window cleaning

• House cleaning

• Exterior house
cleaning

• Bach cleaning

• Lawns & gardens

Contact Tash: P. 022 413 2120
E. whangapropertyservices@gmail.com

Buy – Sell – Trade
P. 07 865 8845
E. agent.99@xtra.co.nz
114 Port Rd,
Whangamata

Sheet Metal • Aluminium Gates & Fences
Stainless • Steel Work • General Engineering
P. 021 0270 2027
E. theworkshopwhangamata@outlook.com
312 Casement Rd, Whangamata
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A Challenge during Covid-19
> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

our team to provide a point of
difference with old fashioned
friendly service, a good
competitive price and provide
other services such as trailer Hire,
LPG Gas swap, a well maintained
air pump, and a well-stocked
convenience store.

Who owns Challenge?
All Challenge sites are
independently owned, mostly
by hard working Kiwis. The 81
operators recently formed a
company and purchased the
Challenge Brand itself from
Z Energy. Tanya and I own the
Whangamata Challenge.

Will you operate an Automotive
Service Centre as well?

Who supplies the fuel to
Challenge?
Challenge buys all its fuel from
Farmlands, a large farming
cooperative with more than
60,000 mostly farming
shareholders.
Do you accept the Z Biz/fuel
card?
Yes all Challenge sites accept the
Z Biz card along with Farmlands
card, Card Smart, Cardlink, RD1
super card.
Does Challenge have a loyalty/
rewards card?
Yes, we have a popular
programme called MyChallenge.
It is free to join and can be
completed instore in a few
seconds. With MyChallenge,
customers can choose to redeem
or donate a discount each time
they fill. Customers also earn
points that can be donated or
accumulated for instore rewards.
We also have a MyChallenge Super
Gold program that provides some
additional rewards to Supergold
card holders.
Who can customers donate to?
We are working to support
the Whangamata Area school

students and families and hope to
add the Whangamata Volunteer
fire brigade for starters. We would
like to add other local groups over
time.
How can you compete with the
new unmanned site just opened?
Challenge has been competitive in
the retail market for many years;
we may not be the lowest price in
Whangamata, but we will do our
best to remain competitive and
will continue to provide forecourt
service all year round.
Are the new prices sustainable?
The unmanned site at Hikaui
is 13cpl more expensive on all
grades, as well as the Hamilton
sites so I think they are running an
introductory offer. I understand
that Whangamata residents are
sensitive to price, probably related
to the high prices that Z had
been charging at the site prior to
Challenge starting.

What’s the difference between a
Service Station and a fuel stop?
I have a view that there is room for
both in the market. Competition is
healthy and for Whangamata it’s
positive to have 2 options and to
have businesses investing in the
township. People have told me
that many locals had previously
been buying fuel outside of the
township.
My personal view is that
unmanned sites don’t offer much
to the community. They don’t
employ any locals, don’t provide
any other services such as air
pump, rest-rooms, Hire facilities
or a convenience store. Although
they are ‘Kiwi-owned’ they are
essentially purchasing fuel from
a large overseas oil company and
reselling it in Whangamata with
any profits heading back to head
office.
We think people matter, and
we are backing ourselves and

I personally have 20 years’
experience as in tyre service, have
good knowledge and expertise
in tyre fitting and repair. I have
purchased some equipment and
will start over the winter with a
tyre service. If I could find the
right technician, we may look at
providing a mechanical service as
well in time.
Where did you come from?
I grew up in Waihi, my parents
had a dairy farm there. I moved to
Hamilton for study and ended up
in the fuel industry. I have owned
and operated a service station in
Hamilton since 1996.
What plans have you got for the
site?
We have to earthquake strengthen
the building first; we would like to
redevelop the store and improve
the range including stocking and
profiling locally produced goods,
and adding a high quality coffee
offer for our customers.
Do the tanks need replacing?
Yes, we need to refurbish the tanks
and I would like to replace the
pumps as well, unfortunately with
the Covid-19 impact this project
may have to wait until next winter.

Visit by
appointment –
phone today!

SPECIAL
OFFER!

$30,000

cashback on the
next 5 Villas

The Region’s Best Value Retirement Village!
þ An exciting 250 Home Village which will have the region’s top facilities
þ A friendly, welcoming community with care facilities planned
þ Luxurious, spacious, beautifully landscaped 2 & 3 bedroom Villas
from 111-185m2
þ Maintenance-free living! Sit back and enjoy the amazing views

5 new Villas available now from only $499,000 $469,000!*
*Special Offer Applies to the next 5 completed Villas only.
Settlement must be before end of August.

SUPPORT

44 Waimarie Ave, Paeroa
www.longridgecountryestate.co.nz
Call our freephone: 0800 928 928

...........We are LOCAL, focused & invested in our town!

