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Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Leave a  
local legacy  
in your Will
Learn more – call 07 834 0404 or visit 
momentumwaikato.nz/wills-month-2025

Speed limits are always a hot topic around the 
Coromandel electorate and there’s only a few weeks 
to go for people to have their say on the review 
being undertaken by the New Zealand Transport 
Agency.

This is your chance to make a submission that may 
infl uence NZTA’s decisions.

The transport agency is responding to requests from 
the community for slower speed limits on certain 
parts of SH25 and SH2 in our region. These include 
the townships of Kūaotunu and Wharekaho, between 
Thames and Tararu, the township of Waihī, and 
Karangahake towards Waikino.

NZTA’s review of speed limits in our region does not 
include SH25A Kopu-Hikuai, because this highway 
was identifi ed by NZTA and police as high-risk prior 
to the slip and rebuild in 2023. In the period between 
2013 and 2022, the transport agency reported that 6 
people were killed and 35 seriously injured on SH25A, 
with most crashes related to loss of control and 
speed.

More information about each section of road under 
review is available online at NZTA’s website, as well 
as the link to the online survey. Submissions are 
open until 3 October 2025.

– Authorised by Scott Simpson MP, 
614 Pollen St, Thames

Speed Limit Review 
for SH25 and SH2

Police Report
A late winter Blitz saw seven people (almost 
all local) fi nd themselves staring down 
the barrel of a date in Court and big fi nes/
demerit points for drink driving. Not even 
Chat GPT or Google can fi nd when the rules 
changed to make it okay to drink and drive. 
There are now a few we have our eye on and 
the team are even more proactive to fi nd 
more rule breakers.

Catherine, our friendly face at the station 
front counter is on a well deserved holiday. 
It is sometimes hard to fi nd relief for her 
role but on some days we have former 
Area Commander Inspector (R) John Kelly 
helping us out. There is not much he does 
not know or hasn’t heard of. Because JK is 
living his best retirement life, he is only able 
to help out on certain days, and fair enough 
too! While the front door may not always be 
open, we are not far away.

With the ongoing roadworks on 

Hetherington Road, take a moment to 
think about your speed and reduce it 
while travelling through. There is a posted 
temporary speed limit there, for a good 
reason too. To keep our road working friends 
safe.

A gentle reminder to lock those doors and 
not leave your car keys in your car. Once in 
a while we tend to get some light fi ngered 
visitors. We have even had a group of 
local youths responsible for taking several 
vehicles with keys in them. They have since 
been dealt with. Don’t give anyone the 
opportunity!

The images below, the persons may be 
able to assist us with some enquiries. If you 
know who they are can you please contact 
us and quote fi le number 250912/3457 or 
ask that they contact Police directly

– Sergeant Will Hamilton, O�  cer in Charge, 
Whangamata Police
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Whangamatā 
Lions are 
currently 
preparing the 
new 2025/26 
Whangamatā 
Information 
Booklet, due for 
publication early 
in December.

The Booklet is a 
mine of essential 
information on 
many aspects 
of our town for 
both visitors and residents, such as clubs 
and societies, trades and services as well 
as containing interesting articles. There 
has been an overwhelming level of positive 
comment regarding its professional quality.

In fact, the Whangamatā Information 
Centre (now called “Discovery 
Whangamatā”), uses the Booklet as their 
“go-to” source of information for visitors. 

This invaluable source of information is in 
its 48th year of production. With 8,000 
copies distributed free to many outlets 
within our community and surrounding 
areas, it’s reaching a wide audience.

The Lions Club motto is ‘We Serve’ and 
to this end, all profi ts raised by this 
Community Project are donated back into 
our local community. 

We welcome your letters!  Email to: whangamatanews@gmail.com

New info booklet 
underwayA jewel in our 

community
Recently I spent some days 
at Moana House as a result of 
some health issues. My stay 
confi rmed everything I had 
heard about the Quality Care 
of Moana House. The dedicated 
helpful sta�  and great facilities 
makes Moana House a jewel in 
our Whangamata Community 
Health Services.

Its great to see the fundraising 
chart for this facility by the 
fi re station. I appeal to all the 
Whangamata community to get 
behind any of the fundraising 
activities.

We are so lucky to have this 
facility. Keep supporting it in 
every way you can!

Gaye Barton 

An Open Letter to 
the Green Party
We often hear from Green 
activists and supporters of 
Green politics, of an entrenched 
disdain for the Dairy Industry 
and our other livestock farming 
industries. You continue to 
maintain the view that our 
agricultural industries are our 

largest polluters in terms of 
green-house gas emissions, 
even greater than emissions 
from fossil fuels.

If you would indulge me, I would 
like to o� er you a di� erent 
perspective that you may not 
have considered.

Fossil fuel consumption emits 
CO2 into the atmosphere and 
this adds new carbon to the 
environment that had been 
locked away for millions of 
years. I'm sure you understand 
that.

Food production however, is 
quite di� erent as it is based on 
the natural carbon cycle. The 
food that you consume every 
day, whether it be vegetables, 
fruit, grain, dairy product or 
any other animal product such 
as red meat, white meat, fi sh, 
eggs etc, is all carbon based. 
And where did all that carbon 
come from? No, it didn't come 
out of the ground, it was 
harvested from the atmosphere 
in the form of CO2, captured 
by the plethora of plants that 
provide all of our foodstu� s, 
through a natural process called 
photosynthesis. I'm sure you 
would have heard about that in 
General Science at school.

Anyway, how cool is that? All 
of that CO2 in the atmosphere 
that worries you so much it 
gives you sleepless nights, is the 

atmospheric gas that feeds the 
world! No CO2 no food!

Something that will amaze you 
even more is that each of you 
personally are a carbon sink. No, 
not just you because you vote 
Green, but everybody on the 
planet. Crazy eh? Yes you, just 
like everyone else, are a carbon 
based creature; 18.5 percent 
carbon in fact, and most of the 
rest is water.

Now just imagine what you 
weighed as an embryo and 
compare that to what you weigh 
now. The di� erence in mass 
from embryo to adult is huge 
and the percentage of carbon 
remains the same.

That is a lot of carbon that you 
have stored over your lifetime. 
AND, all of that carbon was CO2 
in the atmosphere before you 
consumed the food that grew 
you and gave you energy.

All of this raises questions 
around the politics of climate 
action. Why are trees alone 
credited with carbon capture 
and not all other plants that 
are similarly benefi cial in 
maintaining the balance of the 
carbon cycle? Are our food 
producers unfairly maligned 
simply because they are a large, 
soft political target?

George Williams
WHANGAMATA
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Up to 10% off Slimline Opening Roofs & up to 20% off Suburban Opening Roofs.   
Applies to orders placed before the 30th September 2025.  T&Cs apply.  

The Lions Club of Whangamata 
fund raiser for Moana House in 
Whangamata is coming along with 
donations from the community 
now well over $8,000. Moana 
House is run by a Community Trust 
so receives very little funding from 
Government and relies on resident 
contributions. They are in need of 
replacing old beds, wheelchairs 
and other medical equipment so 
Whangamata Lions Club have 
initiated this fund raiser and are 
planning on other activities to 
raise funds. We want to sincerely 
thank the people who have already 
generously donated.

Moana House Fundraiser 2025 
Donors:

• Lions Club of Whangamata
• Charitable Trust
• GW & S Buchanan
• Jenny McLeod
• Giles Engineering Services 

Limited
• E A S Caley
• Hames Connoly Pilates People
• Wendy Hallen
• C R Osbaldiston
• R & R James on behalf Ralph 

Morris
• J S Wilson

• David Morris on behalf of 
W Morris

• Coastal Rockers
• M J Bertram.

Thank you!

– Chris Brown, 
Lions Club of Whangamata

Nearly half way!
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Open 
daily from 

11am

Restaurant
Friday to Sunday from 5:30pm

Bistro
Monday – Friday from 3pm

Saturday & Sunday from 12pm

Dinner menu
From 5pm daily

Whangamata Real Estate Community Swimming Pool 
– Looking Ahead to Summer

With spring just around the corner, 
the Whangamatā Community Pool 
is buzzing with activity. Swim Club 
members are back in training, Surf 
Life Saving New Zealand recently 
hosted a successful camp, and 
locals are enjoying aqua classes, 
laps and leisure swims as the town 
shakes off the winter chill.

Pool staff are finalising a full summer 
programme, which will include 
water safety lessons, inflatable fun 
days, fundraising swimathons, and 
even Manu competitions – all with a 
continued focus on safe swimming 
for everyone.

The management committee 

has been overwhelmed by the 
generosity of pool supporters who 
have donated $5,500.00 in order  to 
allow  pool openings at weekends.

Gaining over 1000 signatures, 
the local community has strongly 
supported a  petition requesting 
TCDC  provide operational funding 
to ensure the pool can remain open 
with normal hours and full staffing 
ratios.

Rising Costs

Behind the scenes, the financial 
picture is more challenging. Over 
the past year, operating costs have 
risen sharply – power up 20%, 
chemical and maintenance expenses 
up 15%. 

Despite careful budgeting and the 
generosity of sponsors and pool 
users, staying within budget has 
become increasingly difficult.

To help cover these costs, the 
committee has reluctantly agreed 
to a small admission increase from 1 
October, details will be published on 
our website www.whangapool.co.nz

Council Support and Targeted 
Rates

In June, Whanga News reported 
that Thames-Coromandel District 
Council (TCDC) declined to support 
the pool’s operational costs. This 
decision was not a reflection on the 
Whangamatā Community Board, 
whose encouragement and funding 
support over the past six years have 
been vital to the pool’s success.

The issue lies at Council level. 
At a public forum on 13 May, the 
pool committee asked Council to 
consider short-term assistance 
and longer-term operational 
funding, similar to the targeted rate 
model that supports the Thames 
Centennial Pool. On 25 June, the 
committee was advised that no 
extra funding items were added 
to the annual plan, and we could 
expect no further funding for this 
financial year ending June 30 2026.

Careful financial planning and 
management will see the pool 
through to 31 March 2026, but with 
the final TCDC annual grant not due 
until July 2026, the facility faces a 

cash shortfall of around $80,000. 

The Way Forward

Local ratepayer groups are calling 
for greater empowerment for 
communities to use targeted rates 
to fund essential facilities such as 
libraries, information centres, and 
the pool. This approach would 
allow communities to decide for 
themselves whether to support 
operational funding.

As local elections approach, the 
pool committee encourages 
residents to ask candidates: “Do you 
support the use of targeted rates to 
fund local projects and facilities that 
have strong community support?”

Looking ahead, the pool committee 
will be applying in November to 
the 2026/2027 Annual Plan for 
operational funding through a 
targeted rate – giving Whangamatā 
the same opportunity that Thames 
enjoys to secure the future of the 
pool.

– Whangamatā Community 
Swimming Pool Management 

Committee



6        Whangamatā & Waihī  NEWS  -  ISSUE 150: 19 SEPTEMBER, 2025

With only three nights remaining, 
Whangamata Theatre Society’s 
latest production A Spotlight on 
Broadway, is a MUST SEE!  Tickets 
for Thurs, Fri, Sat 18,19 & 20 Sept, 
are available from the Information 
Centre.

A triumph for Director and star, 
Lisa Dorreen and her amazing cast, 
Spotlight on Broadway is the most 
professional, toe tapping, hand 
clapping, joyous and entertaining 
production to bless our town.

In a spectacular celebration of 
Broadway and West End musical 
hits, the hugely talented cast of 
38 singers and dancers (including 
12 children from 8 years old to 
teenagers) takes us on a magical 
trip down memory lane to the 
melodic, perfect delivery of forever 
favourites from 30 of the best 
including My Fair Lady, The Wizard 
of Oz, The King & I, Evita, Les 
Miserables,  The Sound of Music, 
Fiddler on the Roof, Hair, Mamma 

Mia, The Rocky Horror Show, Grease 
and more.

The costumes dazzled, the 
choreography of the many dance 
numbers, eclipsed perfection as 
did the musical direction by local 
diva,  Sandie Moss,  whose rendition 
of Diamonds Are A Girl’s Best 
Friend was a show stopper. Hold 
your breath for the voice beautiful,  
Nathan Midwinter,  and his superb 
rendition of Joseph’s Coat. And so 
many others – Des Ritchie in his 
euphonious If I Were A Rich Man 
and the quintessential quartet of 
Nathan Midwinter, Alistair Page, 
Mac Campbell and Graham Walder 
booming out the wondrous Jersey 
Boys number,  Walk Like A Man. Too 
many more superstars to highlight 
here but we’ll take a bigger look in 
the next issue!

Congratulations to Lisa, the cast, the 
crew and to Whangamata Theatre 
Society!

– Anne Hunter

Broadway triumphs in Whangamata

When I put my name forward, 
I did so in good faith, but since 
then my personal and business 
commitments have changed 
significantly. After looking 
carefully at the time and 
energy required to serve as a 
Councillor, I have concluded 
that I cannot give the role the 
full dedication it deserves at 
this stage. I believe it is only 
fair to be upfront and allow 
the focus to go to those who 
are continuing to stand.

I also want to take this opportunity to express my 
support for Mark Drury and Neil Evans, who I have had 
the privilege of working alongside for the past three 
years, and for Patrick Kerr in his campaign for Mayor. I 
have seen their commitment and capability firsthand, 
and I believe they will represent our communities well.

I remain committed to contributing to our community 
through my other roles and responsibilities, and I look 
forward to continuing to support the work that makes 
this district such a special place.

Thank you for your understanding.

Denis Beaver

I want to let you know that I have 
made the decision to withdraw from 
the upcoming Council election.

www.eyeplace.nz        07 865 0007        612 Port Road

For all your eye care needs, 
including glaucoma checks, 
contact lenses, safety 
glasses & fashion frames. 
Open Wednesdays & Fridays

Formerly O'Hagan Vision Care

I'm standing for the Community Board because I believe in 
getting things done.

My positive attitude and strong communication skills, combined 
with a proven track record of following through on commitments, 

make me an effective advocate for our community.

My work with Enterprise Whangamata has connected me with 
hard-working local business owners and dedicated volunteer 

groups throughout our town.

These relationships have deepened my understanding of what 
our community needs to thrive.

I want to help shape Whangamata's future - ensuring 
development is balanced and fair while protecting the special 

character that makes this place paradise.

I'll bring practical solutions and a collaborative approach to 
every decision.

Vote for Sally Smith for the  
Whangamata Community Board 

A fresh face, a fresh outlook and a fresh approach

Sally Smith
Whangamata 
Community 

Board Candidate
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TERRY WALKER 
Standing for Re-Election – 

Whangamat� Community Board
Proudly representing the communities of 

Whangamat�, Onemana & �poutere

Why I’m Standing Again - To continue delivering strong, experienced 
leadership that puts locals � rst and gets things done.

Proven Experience
• 3 years – Whangamat� Community Board
• 9 years – TCDC Councillor (3 years as Deputy Mayor)
• In-depth knowledge of Annual & Long-Term Plans
• Financially skilled with a record of real results

Key Infrastructure Delivered
• 2014–2023: Nib Kerb Roading & Stormwater Project
• 2018–2023: Potable Water Network Upgrades – 4 new stations

Projects Still to Complete
• 2026 - ? Final Stage – Nib Kerb & Roading Upgrades
• 2024–2030: Major Stormwater Network Improvements
• 2026–2028: Recovery & Recycling Centre for the local area

Backing Community Groups & Facilities
• Community Pool
• Harbour Care & Beach Care
• Short-Term Accommodation - Moana House
• Spatial Plan & Town Beauti� cation
• Supporting Community Marae & Hub

Onemana Priorities
• Cycleway from Onemana - Mountain Bike Park - Whangamata
• Freedom Camping Area de� ned 
• Safe footpath to the beach
• Half-court basketball facility

�poutere Priorities
• Hall improvements
• Continued support for the Arts & local Farmers Market

Vote TERRY WALKER
For experience, results, and a strong voice for our coastal communities.

Authorised by T. M. Walker, 27 Brenton Place Whangamata 3691

PATRICK KERR
For Mayor

YOUR 
DECISION:

CHANGE
or more 

mediocracy?

YOUR 
DECISION:

CHANGE
or more 

mediocracy?

Authorised by: Patrick Kerr patrickkerrformayor@outlook.com

My commitment to you:
1. Back to Basics
2. Fiscal Prudence
3. Community Board Empowerment
4. Real Transparency
5. Economic Development

– Real Leadership

We often hear: “What’s the point 
of voting? Council doesn’t listen” 
but with the number of candidates 
who have put themselves forward 
across the region, one cannot help 
but believe that people are seeking 
change at this time.

There has been a great deal of talk 
about �Community Empowerment�. 
People are angry and frustrated 
that they are not being listened to, 
and that council spending is out of 
control. Too often, rates collected 
are not funnelled back into the 
communities from which they were 
collected.

With community empowerment, 
communities themselves would 
decide the priorities and where 
money is spent � not council sta�  
or councillors from other areas with 
their own motives.

It�s our money, collected for the 
betterment of the community: 
infrastructure, services, and facilities 
that enhance both the physical and 
mental wellbeing of our people.

In the past, we have been promised 
transparency and accountability, but 

little has been forthcoming.

Our Community Board has become 
little more than a spectator in the 
council process. This needs to 
change. Our elected representatives 
must be given the opportunity to 
make a real di� erence.

Local people should decide what is 
best for their town.

This year there are:

� 6 candidates for the position of 
TCDC Mayor

� 5 candidates for 2 TCDC Councillor 
positions

� 6 candidates for 4 TCDC 
Whangamat� Community Board 
positions 

� 1 candidate for the TCDC M�ori 
Ward position 

� 2 candidates for 1 WRC Council 
position

In other wards, we are seeing similar 
numbers of candidates stepping 
forward. This indicates a strong 
move for change.

It is crucial that ratepayers � local 
and non-local � as well as residents, 
vote in this election. A meagre 
voter turnout, regardless of who 
is elected, will signal apathy to the 
incoming council. For change to 
occur, the community must engage 
in the process.

Voting packs have been delivered, 
voting closes at noon October 11. 
If you have completed your due 
diligence and are con� dent in your 
preferred candidates, then hit the 

post box early. 

If you are not sure, attend the 
Meet the Candidates meeting in 
Whangamat�:

Saturday 27 September, War 
Memorial Hall, 10am

This may be your last chance to 
hear from prospective Mayoral, 
Councillor, and Community Board 
candidates before voting closes. 
Votes can be hand delivered and 
dropped o�  into ballot boxes at 
the TCDC Whangamat� Service 
Centre (Council o�  ce) 620 Port 
Road, Whangamat�. Open Monday 
to Friday 8:30 am to 4.00pm and 
Saturday 11 October 2025 9.00am to 
12.00 noon (deadline).

Come along, listen, and judge for 
yourself who will best serve the 
needs of Whangamat� and the 
Southeastern Ward for the next 
three years.

Visit the Whangamatā Ratepayers 
Association for more information 
www.whangamataratepayers.org.nz

� Whangamat� Ratepayers 
Association

Local elections and the importance of voting 


	Whangamata News_Issue 150_19Sep2025_01
	Whangamata News_Issue 150_19Sep2025_02
	Whangamata News_Issue 150_19Sep2025_03
	Whangamata News_Issue 150_19Sep2025_04
	Whangamata News_Issue 150_19Sep2025_05
	Whangamata News_Issue 150_19Sep2025_06
	Whangamata News_Issue 150_19Sep2025_07

