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What a fantastic year it’s been! 
Here’s a brief recap of the 
highlights from the Arts Collective 
AGM Chairperson’s Report A Year 
of Growth and Energy. We’ve had a 
high-energy, successful year, with a 
noticeable increase in membership 
and an incredible buzz across 
exhibitions, workshops, and events.

Harcourts Challenge – 2024 the 
Biggest Yet!

This year’s Harcourts Challenge 
attracted a record number of 
applicants, showcasing the 
growing reach of our collective. 
We also proudly introduced a 
writers’ section, which brought 
exciting new dimensions to 
the event. The 2026 Harcourts 
Challenge theme: 4 categories: 
North, East, South, West

Member Workshops

A series of well-attended 
member workshops supported 
creative growth, collaboration, 
and connection within the group. 
Watch out for the next round of 
workshops starting in July.

Easter Art Trail

The Easter Art Trail again proved 
a favourite, drawing extra large 
visitor numbers over the weekend 
and o� ering wonderful exposure 
for our members’ work.

Looking Ahead

We’re focused on keeping 
momentum high and are launching 
a fundraising drive for suitable 
storage facilities for our Arts 
Collective resources —a vital step 
for supporting our expanding 
activities.

Thank You

To our members, committee, 
sponsors, and wider community—
thank you for making this year 
such a success. Your creativity, 
energy, and support keep this 
collective thriving. Here’s to 
another vibrant year ahead!

STARTING WITH: Monthly Art 
Meet-Up – Come Create with Us!

Calling all artists and creatives! 
Join us for a relaxed monthly get-
together where we share ideas, 
spark inspiration, and work on 
our art in good company. Bring 
your current project,to work on or 
discuss, or just come along for the 
creative buzz.

Friday 19 July 9:30am-2.00pm at 
Cornerstone House.

You are welcome to drop in 
between these times, there is no 
charge. 

Let’s connect, create, and support 
each other’s art journeys. All 
welcome!

Please register your interest with 
Henri: teachernz@hotmail.com or  
text 021 245 7704.

Artful Insights
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Last week I attended the annual 
Fieldays event in the Waikato, where 
I discussed the current and future of 
our primary sector with those who 
are doing the hard yards to drive our 
rural economies.

There were plenty of local farmers, 
growers and people connected 
with the primary sector on hand 
to showcase the innovation and 
hard work that it takes to get 
products to consumers. It only 
takes a few minutes talking with 
these individuals to feel extremely 
optimistic about the state of the 
sector.

Here in the Coromandel electorate, 
the primary sector is an essential 
part of our history and future. We’re 
home to dairy and beef farmers, 
horticulturalists growing kiwifruit 
and avocados, and so much more. 
Demand for their products, both 
here and globally, has never been 
higher.

In the past year food and fi bre 

exports brought in over $10,600 for 
every Kiwi, with dairy exports alone 
contributing $4,700 per person.

As a government, we understand 
that the primary sector is the engine 
room of the economy and we’re 
backing our farmers to get on and 
do what they do best. We’ve started 
and completed more Free Trade 
Agreements, removed agriculture 
from the Emissions Trading Scheme, 
and we’re reforming the Resource 
Management Act.

Moreover, at the Budget we 
announced Investment Boost, which 
enables businesses to immediately 
deduct 20% of the cost of a new 
asset, on top of depreciation, 
meaning a much lower tax bill in the 
year of purchase.

A thriving primary sector is crucial 
to the Government’s focus on 
growing the economy. It means 
more jobs and opportunities across 
the country, especially in regional 
New Zealand.

Fieldays showcases 
strength of Primary Sector
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On 10 June, at the Whangamatā 
Community Board meeting, was a 
powerful reminder that local voices 
do matter — and when united, they 
can shape outcomes that reflect 
the heart of a town. Despite Council 
officers recommending a shift of the 
Information Centre into a commercial 
premises, it was the strength and 
clarity of the public’s input that turned 
the tide.

Seven speakers, representing a cross-
section of our community, stood up not 
just for a building, but for a symbol — a 
community-built, purpose-driven space 
on the Main Street that has served as 
the welcoming face of Whangamatā for 
years. Their advocacy was more than 
sentiment; it was a call to protect the 
town’s identity and support what works.

That two board members changed their 
position after hearing from the public 
is no small thing — it is democracy 
working at its most local and most 
authentic level. The final 4–2 vote in 
favour of keeping the Information 
Centre where it belongs is not just a win 
for tradition, but a win for the voice of 
the people.

Whangamatā has spoken — and it has 
been heard.

- Terry Walker

The power of 
community 
voice in action

Help Louis represent us at the Premier Invitational Footy
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We are excited to share that 
Louis Sorrell-Ryall, one of 
our talented students from 
Whangamatā Area School 
and a player for FC Tauranga 
Moana, has been selected to 
represent the Waikato/Bay of 
Plenty region at the Premier 
Invitational, Australia’s largest 
youth football tournament!

The tournament will be held in 
September in the Gold Coast 
where Louis will be competing 
against top teams from across 
Oceania.

This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity for Louis to 
showcase his skills on an 
international stage. However, the 
costs for travel, accommodation, 

and tournament fees are 
substantial.

HOW YOU CAN HELP: 

Louis will be selling raffle 
tickets for $10 each, with first 
prize being a $200 voucher for 
Rassasy Restaurant and second 
prize a 2025 Brazil football 
shirt! It’s a great way to support 
him while possibly scoring an 
exciting prize!

Additionally, you can donate 
directly to Louis’ Give a Little 
page: givealittle.co.nz/cause/
help-louis-attend-the-premier-
invitational

Every contribution, no matter 
how small, will make a huge 
difference in helping Louis 

pursue this amazing opportunity.

Thank you for your generous 
support as Louis takes this next 
step in his football journey!

On behalf of Go Waihi, 
i want to extend our 
full support and sincere 
thanks for launch and 
continued delivery of 
Whangamatā & Waihi 
News to our local homes.

The publication is awesome, with consistent and 
community driven source of information that 
keeps us connected, informed and proud of where 
we live. From local sports and club updates, to 

developments around town, personal stories and 
celebrating our people, thank you for capturing the 
heartbeat of Waihi and Waihi Beach.

It's refreshing to have a paper that reflects the 
people and progress of our area. We see familiar 
faces, read relevant updates. We strongly encourage 
the community to read it, support it, contribute to 
it, and help it to thrive so the stories of our town 
continue to be told.

– Alena Wilkinson, Chairperson, Go Waihi

A strong vote of support
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It’s that time of year again when 
we celebrate the winter solstice in 
the Southern Hemisphere. This is 
happening on 21 June this year and 
once again the Whanga Dippers 
would like to invite everyone to 
celebrate this day by a dip in our 
beautiful beach. We will meet at 
the Surf Club at 3pm on 21 June.

The Whanga Dippers began on this 

day two years ago and what started 
as a dip on the shortest day has 
turned into a weekly event.  The 
group meets every Wednesday 
morning throughout the year at 
7.30am at the Surf Club for a dip 
and then celebrate with a coffee 
afterwards at Blackies.

There is plenty of evidence to show 
that swimming in cold water can 

have a positive impact on your 
cardio system, immune system 
and improve circulation.  It can 
also have positive effects on your 
mental health. Being immersed in 
cold water increases the production 
of mood boosting hormones and 
basically, cold water exposure can 
release a lot of feel-good chemicals 
that will boost your mood.  

Since the Whanga Dippers group 
began two years ago many 
friendships have developed and they 
can all attest to the benefits that are 
gained. The group would love to see 
more people join in to celebrate the 
winter and hopefully some will carry 
on the weekly tradition throughout 
the year.

– Therese Dixon

Winter solstice dip

Whangamatā Tides 2025Whangamatā Tides 2025
JUNE 2025   New Moon: 25th   Full Moon: 11th

Date High 
tide

Height
(m)

High 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Sun 
rise

Sun
set

AM PM AM PM
20 Fri 1:24 1.9 13:53 1.8 7:37 0.4 19:57 0.5 07:30 17:03
21 Sat 2:18 1.9 14:53 1.8 8:33 0.3 20:57 0.5 07:30 17:04
22 Sun 3:14 1.9 15:55 1.8 9:30 0.3 21:58 0.4 07:31 17:04
23 Mon 4:12 1.9 16:56 1.9 10:29 0.3 22:59 0.4 07:31 17:04
24 Tue 5:12 1.9 17:55 2.0 11:27 0.2 07:31 17:04
25 Wed 6:11 1.9 18:52 2.0 0.4 12:24 0.2 07:31 17:05
26 Thu 7:09 1.9 19:47 2.0 0:57 0.4 13:18 0.2 07:31 17:05
27 Fri 8:05 1.9 20:39 2.0 1:53 0.3 14:11 0.2 07:31 17:05
28 Sat 8:59 1.9 21:30 2.0 2:47 0.3 15:02 0.2 07:31 17:06
29 Sun 9:51 1.9 22:20 2.0 3:39 0.3 15:51 0.3 07:31 17:06
30 Mon 10:41 1.8 23:08 1.9 4:30 0.4 16:40 0.3 07:31 17:07

JULY 2025   New Moon: 25th   Full Moon: 11th

Date High 
tide

Height
(m)

High 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Low 
tide

Height
(m)

Sun 
rise

Sun
set

AM PM AM PM
1 Tue 11:31 1.8 5:19 0.4 17:28 0.4 07:31 17:07
2 Wed 1.9 12:19 1.7 6:06 0.4 18:17 0.5 07:31 17:07
3 Thu 0:41 1.8 13:09 1.7 6:53 0.5 19:07 0.6 07:31 17:08
4 Fri 1:26 1.8 14:00 1.7 7:41 0.5 19:58 0.6 07:31 17:08
5 Sat 2:13 1.7 14:52 1.7 8:29 0.5 20:50 0.6 07:31 17:09
6 Sun 3:01 1.7 15:45 1.7 9:19 0.5 21:43 0.7 07:31 17:09
7 Mon 3:49 1.7 16:37 1.7 10:08 0.5 22:35 0.6 07:30 17:10
8 Tue 4:39 1.7 17:26 1.7 10:57 0.5 23:24 0.6 07:30 17:11
9 Wed 5:28 1.7 18:13 1.7 11:43 0.5 07:30 17:11
10 Thu 6:17 1.7 18:58 1.8 0:11 0.6 12:28 0.4 07:30 17:12
11 Fri 7:04 1.7 19:41 1.8 0:57 0.6 13:12 0.4 07:29 17:12
12 Sat 7:50 1.7 20:24 1.9 1:42 0.5 13:55 0.4 07:29 17:13
13 Sun 8:36 1.8 21:07 1.9 2:27 0.5 14:39 0.3 07:29 17:14
14 Mon 9:21 1.8 21:51 1.9 3:12 0.4 15:23 0.3 07:28 17:14
15 Tue 10:07 1.8 22:36 1.9 3:58 0.4 16:09 0.3 07:28 17:15
16 Wed 10:55 1.8 23:22 1.9 4:44 0.3 16:56 0.3 07:27 17:16
17 Thu 11:44 1.8 5:32 0.3 17:46 0.4 07:27 17:16
18 Fri 0:10 1.9 12:37 1.8 6:22 0.3 18:40 0.4 07:26 17:17
19 Sat 1:01 1.9 13:34 1.8 7:14 0.3 19:37 0.4 07:26 17:18
20 Sun 1:55 1.9 14:35 1.8 8:10 0.3 20:38 0.5 07:25 17:19
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On 25 May, the Ngatea Rugby 
sports club celebrated the club's 
50th anniversary. It was with great 
pleasure and honour to be asked 
to help mark the occasion. It was 
decided for the two clubs should 
play a game of golden oldies rugby 
over in Ngatea.

It just so happened that one of 
the founding members of the 
Whangamata Bob Scott’s Toe 
Kickers Team, Richard Laurenson 
(RIP 2024), played and was heavily 
involved throughout his life with 
both clubs both as a player and 
administrator.

With the help of another Ngatea 
stalwart, Velko Rakich, it was 
decided that a memorial Trophy be 
commissioned to mark the occasion.

The idea of two strong timbers 
(kauri for the Hauraki Plans and 
Pōhutukawa for the Coast) would 
be used to join these two clubs 
together in the Laurenson Family 
name.

Cory Diamond, from Whangamatā,  
put together this fi tting tribute 
which incorporated also the two 
clubs colours.

The scene was set and the call went 
out for the old boys to fi nd their 
boots and mouth guards ready for 
the mighty clash of clubs.

Both teams had a full bench of 
reluctant reserves who looked very 
comfortable warming the bench, the 

game was played in high spirits with 
a lot of slow motion classic moves 
dazzling the packed grandstand of 
supporters.

One of those supporters was 
Richard's wife Sharon Laurenson, 
who could hardly watch as her 
two sons, Brad and Nick, lead the 
Whangamatā charge to Ngatea.

All golden oldies games end in a 
draw! But the new inter-club trophy 
on the line it was decided that the 
toss of a coin would decide the fi rst 
winner and the new trophy.

The Laurenson family presented 
Richard's trophy to the captain of 

Ngatea and spoke to the honour 
and connection that will live on in 
Richard’s name.

It was then decided that the Trophy 
will be contested whenever the two 
clubs senior teams play from now 
on. 

The day concluded with a lot of 
stories been told and the player of 
the day award been chosen.

Whangamatā's Musky Bathurst 
stepped up to be awarded Player 
of the Day for his one-metre dash 
to score under the posts, only for 
the try to be disallowed due to a 
disputed knock on!

Everyone had a great day and the 
Whangamatā selectors now have a 
tough job ahead of them selecting 
a starting fi fteen for the upcoming 
Toe Kickers annual tournament, 
which will be held on 11 October.

If you would like to be involved 
at the Toe Kickers golden oldies  
tournament either as a player or 
as a supporter, contact Musky 
Bathurst on 027 444 117. We need 
all the help we can get! RED AND 
WHITE DYNAMITE!

– Kevin Brookes

Riccardo’s Memorial Trophy
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