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The lack of a decisive plan from 
NZTA to get SH25A reopened 
continues to frustrate and anger 
local residents and visitors, says 
Coromandel MP Scott Simpson.

‘It has been three months since the 
Kopu-Hikuai highway closed, but 
we still have no idea when the road 
will be reopened.

‘People have been patient, but the 
lack of decision, let alone a start 
on the work to get the road re-
opened is deeply concerning.

‘NZTA are meant to be making an 
announcement about SH25A in 
May, but three months has been far 

too long to wait and is indicative of 
the lack of urgency to fi x SH25A.

‘Our communities are resilient, but 
I have spoken to many businesses 
who are at their breaking point. 
Everyone is su� ering and we 
desperately need to some positive 
action.

‘Any solution that does not get 
the Kopu-Hikuai reopened by 
Christmas simply is not good 
enough, because the prospect of a 
fourth devastating summer for our 
region is too awful to contemplate.’

– Authorised by Scott Simpson MP, 
614 Pollen St, Thames

Three months on… still no 
decision to fix SH25A

“If you think you’ve got dementia,  
you haven’t.”  That’s what they 
experts say. I don’t have much faith 
in experts; experts designed the 
Titanic.

I don’t think I’ve got dementia,  I 
know I have. But I’m not too worried, 
I looked it up in the dictionary… 
“dementia: short term memory loss, 
often just temporary.”

Oh good, I fi gured, just temporary, 
nothing to worry about. Forgetting 
where I parked the car, climbing into 
the wrong car and terrifying the lady 

in the driver’s seat, forgetting to pick 
my wife up from town… all pretty 
normal behaviour.

Just too much on my mind perhaps, 
like trying to write a poem about it;  
(what could I possibly rhyme with 
Titanic?  Hispanic?)

Anyway I reckon I’m getting better 
now, trying not to worry about it any 
more. Now I can even go into the 
pantry, and actually remember what 
I went in there for! (sometimes)

– Norm Sayer

Appreciation
She held his hand, well not too tight
They walked together, the bond was 
obvious
Her long blonde hair clean and curly 
Seemed to sparkle like her smile
He looked at her with an 
unparalleled pride
He knew he loved her and would 
forever
It made him catch his breath when 
they were together
She suggested the ice cream, well it 
was his shout
They always bought one near the 
roundabout
He didn't mind how long she 
pondered
So many fl avours, then he wondered

Would she pick her favourite lime 
with chip  
Or just vanilla chocolate dip

The Autumn wind came up, albeit 
mild 
Jackets on, the sun a whisper 
Her cheeks were red, the wind was 
crisper
He checked his watch, how time has 
fl own 
Time to go and drive her home 
Her mother hugged her on arrival 
And suggested thanking Grandad 
with a smile

– Graeme Smith

Leaving a gift in your Will no 
matter the size, is a contribution 
of extraordinary value to the 
generations that follow us.

There are many ways to leave 
your mark on your community.

Everything you do, such as your 
connections with your family/
whānau and friends, your work, 
sporting, or community activities, 
all contribute to memories of you.

Another way is to leave a planned 
gift in your Will to ensure the 
ongoing provision of care for the 
elderly in your community.

In doing so, your kindness will live 
on, improving lives long after you 
have gone. When you support us, 
you become a partner in helping 
to improve the quality of life for 

the elderly in our community.

By leaving a gift in your Will to 
Moana House:

• you will change lives of the 
elderly for the better by 
ensuring those requiring 
supported living receive 
compassionate care and 
support.

• you will help provide a quality 
environment and facilities 
crucial to the welfare of older 
members of the community 
which helps provide the elderly 
with a better quality of life.

Get more information about 
leaving a gift in your Will to 
Moana House by website: 
www.moanahouse.nz or by 
email: funding@moanahouse.nz

What legacy will 
you leave?

PHONE FOR FREE QUOTE
Keith phone 0272 262 039

Keith the Builder LBP

For maintenance, decking, fencing, 
repairs, interior work and all enquiries

Need something done?
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LIFEGUARD

WHANGAMATA SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB
PROJECT TRANSFORM

PLEASE HELP! PLEASE HELP! 
WE ARE IN TROUBLE! 

Can you help us 
please or do you 

know someone or 
an organisation 

that can?

The renovation of the Whangamata Surf Life Saving Club’s aging 
clubrooms at Williamson Park.

For full information please visit:
www.projecttransformwslsc.co.nz

Email: project@wslsc.co.nz
Phone: 0800403020

ACHIEVED

NEEDED

$455,000

$195,000$195,000

($100,000 from club savings) 

TARGET
$650,000
by the end of May to enable us to apply 
for grants that could get us to $2 million. 

The Club will gratefully accept time pledges 
if that helps. Bank Account details: BNZ
Whangamata Surf Life Saving Club (Inc) Building.
Account No.: 021-2540027806-010.

Made in 
Portugal

WWW.TANGOSSHOES.NZ
Whiti anga 07 866 4465 | Whangamatā 07 865 8088 ������������

���������
����
���

Whiti anga 07 866 4465 | Whangamatā 07 865 8088

Felmini 
Abdul 
$479

Felmini Abbe $449

Rod Styles Watchmaker and Jewellers

640 Port Road, 
Whangamata

Phone 865 6477

Will be 
CLOSING  
for a holiday!

from Friday, 5 May, 4.30pm 
and re-opening  

Tuesday, 23 May.

Fire reportRatepayers present 7 resolutions
As a result of the 9 April public meeting, 
members of the Whangamata Ratepayer 
Association Flooding and Stormwater 
working group have attended two meetings 
with TCDC o�  cials to consider the seven 
resolutions presented to Council.

The intention of the fi rst meeting, for TCDC 
and the working group to begin open 
dialogue, to establish and confi rm the extent 
of the stormwater and fl ooding on the 
environment, beaches, parks and reserves, 
rivers, and estuaries. 

Identify all the areas of town that su� er from 
fl ooding and inundation, clearly reinforcing 
the 7 resolutions presented by residents and 
ratepayers which must be addressed in a 
transparent manner.

It was agreed by all those present the meeting 
was a good fi rst step and a second meeting 
to be arranged by TCDC that would address 
the issues raised with the intention of seeking 
solutions.

The second, Whangamata Stormwater 
Shareholder Engagement Meeting took place 
on Thursday 27 April, attended by TCDC 
infrastructure o�  cials and independent 
experts. Purpose, to focus on the key issues 
and seek workable solutions.  

Stormwater topics included, history, review 
of current issues, collection areas, discharge 
locations, new builds/soak pits, maintenance 
of stormwater infrastructure, current 
Whangamata stormwater projects. 

It was clear that many of the issues and work 
that needs to be done have been identifi ed, 
the immediate task is to prioritise and get on 
with it.

In the summary session, the working group 
identifi ed the following to be addressed with 
urgency:

• Maintenance of existing stormwater 
infrastructure to be reviewed, this includes 
sumps and soak pits.

• Regular monitoring of the water table 
(Working Group o� ered to do this).

• An urgent review of the Williamson Park 
Pond and weir, that includes methodology 
to eliminate the damage to the beach.

• Williamson 9-hole golf course, that a long 
term solution to the fl ooding and drainage 
issues is a priority, one that will benefi t 
residents and ratepayers in the immediate 
area, golf club and council.

The WRA/Working Group strongly urged 
that the $2.2 million in the proposed 2023/24 
Annual Plan be retained.

TCDC 23/24 Annual Plan submission hearings 
took place on 27 April, a good number of local  
resident and ratepayer submitters  spoke to 
their submission to the 23/24 Annual Plan, all 
urged the $2.2 million for stormwater to be 
retained.

WRA submission form with the seven 
resolutions can be found on the Whangamata 
Ratepayers Association website, if you have 
not completed a form, please continue to 
show your support by doing so.

Email whangaratepayers@gmail.com or visit 
Whangamata Ratepayers Association website, 
Whangamata Ratepayers Facebook page.

– Whangamata Ratepayers Association 
and Working Group

Our Brigade has had a hectic new year including 
the weather events which have totalled well over 50 
calls. At present we are sitting on 111 calls for the year 
closing in on 2022 total calls of 128 already. 

Our brigade still can't get over how well the residents 
and businesses assisted us in way of donations of 
food, equipment and fi nancial gifts. 

These funds will help towards upgrading our brigade 
owned Incident Support Vehicle which is becoming 
a major investment in today’s fi nancial times. This 
vehicle will bring further assistance easing access 
issues along with the carriage of equipment and 
personal. 

Scene safety is also hugely improved with the many 
pieces of addition equipment we are able to transport 
which again has been purchased through donations.

Recently we have responded to medical incidents 
in the mountainbike park. Some of these calls have 
been made contacting through bike club or brigade 
members. I ask that you go through the 111 system 
and request both Ambulance and Fire to respond so 
the best possible outcomes can be achieved allowing 
for time critical response. Other calls have been 
several medicals, assisting with helicopter landing 
zones, vegetation fi res and powerline issues.

Fire safety is still high on our priorities and the 
starting of winter and the lighting of home fi res 
brings in safety measures needed this time of the 
year. 

Please check the integrity of all fi replace components 
and fl ues with the winds encountered – these could 
be at risk. 

Also have them chimneys cleaned. Remove all items 
well away from the fi re place area and have any 
ignition sources up away from little ones.

– CFO Nigel Airey
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The Pavilion
Outdoor terraces and BBQ area overlooking manicured gardens 
Multiple indoor and outdoor seating and entertaining areas with 

country style kitchen and fire places  
Heated indoor swimming pool and spa 

Gymnasium
Library
Theatre

Activities room
Bar lounge and pool table

Stage three almost sold out
Architecturally designed three-bedroom Villas and two-bedroom Duplexes
Ready for occupancy from July 2023
Pay just $1000 deposit to secure your future home
Weekly fee set for life
Price from $820,000
Sixty-five plus age group welcomed to the Village
Viewings by appointment only

The design plans for Tairua 
Skatepark were approved by Council 
at its meeting on April 26th, which 
also authorised the project team 
to proceed with procurement and 
construction.

The plans can be seen in the 
meeting agenda on the TCDC 
website tcdc.civicclerk.com.au/web/
Player.

The project team will continue to 
engage with users of Cory Park 
Domain – the site of the skatepark 
– to fi ne tune any minor design 
changes needed for health and 
safety purposes. The next meeting 
of the project team with the Tairua 
Rugby Sports Club and the Thames 
Valley Rugby Union which took 
place on Friday, 28 April.

Discussion of the agenda item at 
the Council meeting was moved 
into public exclusion to maintain 
legal privilege. After discussion and 
voting, the resolution to approve the 
design plans and proceed with the 
project was moved into public.

Our Council also approved an 
additional contribution of up to 

$150,000 from the Tairua-Pāuanui 
Land Reserves Account because 
an earlier accounting error meant 
the Tairua community fundraising 
amount of $150,000 had been 
double-counted.

Construction of the skatepark is 
expected to begin in July this year 
and be completed by the end of the 
year.

This is the fi nal Council resolution, 
amended from what appeared in the 
agenda released before the meeting:

Resolved:

That the Thames-Coromandel 
District Council:

1. Receives the 'Tairua Skatepark 
Finalised Design Approval' report 
dated 17 April 2023.

2. Approves an additional 
contribution of up to $150,000 
from the Tairua-Pauanui Land 
Subdivision Reserve Account.

3. Approves the design plans for the 
Tairua Skatepark and authorises 

the project to proceed with 
procurement and construction 
subject to any minor design 
changes required for health and 
safety purposes within the project 
budget following the meeting 
with Tairua Rugby and Sports 
Club and Thames Valley Rugby 
Union proposed to take place on 
28 April 2023.

Moved/seconded by:
Walker/Gotlieb

Councillor Revell and Councillor 
Grant voted against the motion.

Concept illustration of Tairua Skatepark design.

Tairua Skatepark final design approved
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Flu
Protect yourself 

and your whānau
The fl u jab is FREE for:

• Children aged 6 months to 12 years
• People aged 65+
• Pregnant people
• Māori and Pacifi c people aged 55+
• People with underlying health 

conditions including those with signifi cant 
mental illness and addiction.

Book now at BookMyVaccine.nz 
Find out more at immunise.health.nz/fl u

or call 0800 28 29 26.

Headwinds, loose gravel tracks and 
1500 mountainous kilometres were 
all easily overcome by two 'Whanga 
Girls' when they completed the 
Marlborough Sounds to Milford 
Sounds bike journey. 

Janette Lloyd and Christine Taylor 
traversed this gruelling biking route 
on their muscle-powered bikes in 
an amazing 21 days. Then for good 
measure they completed the length 
of Te Ika-a-Maui with a seemingly 
easy three day cruise to Bluff. 

No easy peasy eBikes or GPS or 
even Google maps for these frontier 
women. They used pedal power all 
the way to climb every mountain, 
negotiate every Pass and straddle 
every Saddle that they faced on this 

modern odyssey. These Whanga 
Girls scaled the total of 16,500 
metres of ascent that included four 
Alpine Passes.

A snapshot of the peaks includes 
Wards Pass, Mackenzie Pass, 
Omarama Saddle and Duffers 
Saddle – which at 1173m elevation is 
the highest point on any public road 
in New Zealand. 

Both Janette and Christine 
cunningly took a very scientific and 
managed approach to this journey. 
They streamlined their velocipedes 
as they tucked in their equipment 
to reduce wind drag and cheat the 
persistent headwind. Their journey 
statistics show they averaged a 
meaty 80 kilometres per day. 

An unwritten journey ground rule 
was they agreed to be co-navigators 
to avoid any disagreements. They 
only used the Kennett Brothers 
hard-copy Sounds to Sounds 
Official Guide to help them navigate. 
This proved very accurate and easy 
to follow with one exception. This is 
where the Sounds to Sounds App 
came in handy. 

Each group that took part in this 
classic New Zealand journey was 
tracked electronically for Health and 
Safety reasons. Also the Whanga 
Girls pairing had a huge local 
following who were keen to follow 
their progress. Just once the girls 
took a left instead of a right and the 
ever vigilant Marius Lloyd spotted 

“hey Mum you’re going the wrong 
way.” A quick txt got the girls back 
onto the chosen path. These paths 
included tar sealed roads, 4WD 
Tracks, cycle tracks, gravel country 
roads and two lane goat tracks. 

Christine said key points to their 
success were “this is not a race” and 
the planning and forethought at the 
end of each day. Purely functional 
accommodation included six nights 
camping, backpackers, cabins and 
nuclear fallout shelter-like motels. A 
typical day was up at 6am, porridge, 
coffee, tea and onto their bikes 
with an approximate idea of their 
destination. 

Their second to last day was 
a biggie of 110km. This was 

compensated with a wonderful 
final day downhill finish to Milford 
Sound/Piopiotahi. 

Some travel notes: no punctures or 
bike accidents; keas attack bikes; 
dehydrated butter chicken is tasty; 
salami keeps well; 30 knee deep 
river crossings on Omarama saddle 
and Milford sandflies are overrated. 

A brief outline of this fabulous 
journey start Ship Cove/Meretoto, 
Molesworth Trail, Hurunui Heartland, 
Tekapo, Omarama Saddle, Otago 
Central Rail Trail, Nevis Mountains 
and Around the Mountains end 
Milford Sound. 

Wonderful journey Whanga Girls, 
what’s next on your list?

Sounds to Sounds by pedal power
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AFTER WORK SHOUT
2.30PM TO 5.30PM

FRIDAY@
CRAFT 
HAUS
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PINTSPINTS
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PIZZASPIZZAS
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Grab as many

or as few 

as you want
Conditions apply - Dine-in only
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Whangamatā News was 
delighted to track down our local 
Whangamata Brazilian Jiu Jitsu Club 
at one of their training classes at the 
Memorial Hall last week.

Jeremy Janny - Black Belt, coach and 
owner of the club, is originally from 
France, but trained from an early age 
of five years, the art in Brazil. 

Operating for the last four years 
here, the club has students ranging 
from five years old to 50 years in the 
adult classes.

And there’s no reason that age ever 
needs to be a barrier, as the martial 
art was created to help little Brazilian 
guys compete with, and defeat, 
bigger guys. BJJ (Brazilian Jiu Jitsu is 
completely non-discriminatory).

Our Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu club boasts 
multiple national champions and 
medal winners (in both gi and no gi 
styles). Classes are broken into age 
groups of 5-6 years, 7-10 years, 11-14 
years and over 15 through to adults.

Jeremy just won the International 
Open in Australia two weeks ago 
on the 22 April, winning first place 
in Sydney. This puts him off to the 
World Championship this December 
in Las Vegas.

An incredible achievement at just 28 
years old.

We asked Jeremy what he thinks 
the tuition of Jiu Jitsu brings to the 
youth of Whangamatā.

"Self-defence, discipline, confidence, 
respect to their coach and others. 
No fighting – they are all good boys." 
Student Danny Wills just won the 
Nationals last weekend in Auckland, 
and incredibly the second year in a 
row.

Paul Oswald, parent to Charlotte (the 
only girl in the advanced kids class) 
says "the club itself is incredibly 
warm and welcoming and caring of 
new people. We don’t want them 
getting hurt – though it is combative 
so sometimes strains can occur 
(part of the journey)." Personal 
benefits I’ve noticed are; great for 
physical health (one guy has lost 
25kg changing nothing else except 
starting jiu-jitsu (in fact, he just won 
his first gold medal at 48 years 
old) and fabulous for mental health 
(social connection, physical exercise, 
mindfulness), confidence and 
humility and if you think you’re pretty 
tough, the first couple of submissions 
will remind you of your levels".

"We do want to get the word out 
there to increase the numbers as 
much as possible so I want to be 

able to help in that regard. If we 
have to move to a bigger facility to 
accommodate, that’s great! We are 
also really short on girls and ladies 
(currently, my daughter Charlotte 
is the only girl in the advanced 
kids class and we have no regular 
lady members in the adult classes. 
Perhaps a ladies class might be in 
order. Anyone is welcome to come 
down for a free trial to see if they like 
it."

What a club of incredible talent and 
determination with the 11-14 years 
team having a regional tournament 
coming up in Rotorua in June.

"Jiu Jitsu is becoming a leading sport 
and growing in the World, In America 
its huge, Brazil, Europe, it's just 
picked up in NZ after starting only 10 
years ago" says Janny.

If you are interested you could come 
down to see a session or phone 
Paul on 021 311 708 or email him at 
proswald@gmail.com or Jeremy at 
janny.jeremy@gmail.com

– Jennie Black

Brazilian Jiu Jitsu Club celebrates successes

Back row (from left):  Eli Callaghan, Lochy Moffat, Sando Miller, Cruz Hill, Danny Wills 
Front row (from left):  Jesse Treblico, Kobi Rose, Javier Hoskins, Charlotte Oswald, Mekhai Webb

 Coach Jeremy Janny and Danny Wills 
– both winners!
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Saturday & Sunday from 12pm

The Whangamata Bowling 
Club hosted a One Day Classic 
Tournament on 18 April with 18 
teams of four players competing in 
a seven game challenge with each 
team playing in the four lawn bowls 
disciplines, Fours, Triples, Pairs and 
Singles. Teams from Pauanui, Tairua, 
Waihi Beach, Whangamat�, along 
with �ve teams from Waiuku played 

on a day that stayed perfectly dry, 
despite the many weather warnings.

Everyone agreed it to be a great day 
out and expressed grateful thanks 
to Peter O'Hagan from Visique 
O'Hagan Vision Care for his brilliant 
Sponsorship.

– Keith Miles

Whangamat�'s Herb Armitage,  
Peg Jones, Tim Jones and Dexter 
Harpur were second with six wins.

David Gillingham, Bruce Rosie, Dave Hunter and John McConnell from Pauanui 
took out �rst place, winning all seven games.

The second Pauanui team of Derek 
Davies, Des Paton, Anne Hunter and 
Anne Je�ries �nished third with �ve 
wins and a draw.

One day Classic Menzshed Open Day

Whangamata Community 
Menzshed Open Day on Saturday 
29 April was a great success, with 
lots of interest, thanks to all those 
who attended.

There was a selection of 
current and recent projects, 
demonstrations, and practical 
workshops for those looking for 
new interests.

Menzshed are always looking for 
new members, open Monday, and 
Thursday afternoons from 3:30pm 
to 5:00pm and Saturday 9:00 – 
12:00 pm. 

Just pop in for a look round, 
chat and cup of tea, please note 
membership is not limited to men, 
we welcome all.

We have a large cross section of 
skilled and enthusiastic members, 
traditional woodworking skills, 
experienced metalworkers, retired 
aeronautical experts, woodcarvers, 
we are looked to expand this into 
carving walking sticks and sta�s.

With this wide range of skills, 
the shed is approached by 
various groups to undertake 

community projects, these include 
Whangamata Area School, 
Moana House, community pool, 
RSA. These projects provide 
opportunity for Menzshed groups 
to work together for the bene�t of 
the community and at the same 
time enjoying some banter and leg 
pulling.

The shed is located on the 
Whangamata Area School 
campus, with access of Achilles 
Ave, (just down from the 
community swimming pool).  
For further information ring  
020 41 81 1070.

George Macartney who has made a 
fully operations wooden car engine.
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